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PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE, 


TRUE  DEMOCRATIC  PROGRESS. 


The  Presidential  campaign  of  ’52  is  approaching,  and  the  poli. 
ticians  of  both  parties  have  already  appeared  upon  the  outskirts 
of  the  battle-field,  some  hugging  the  skeletons  of  disjointed  and 
worn-out  issues,  or  fanning  the  flame  of  an  old  and  malignant  fa¬ 
naticism,  while  others  are  hot  and  sanguine  with  new,  romantic, 
undefined,  and,  we  fear,  undefinable  landmarks.  They  find  it  a 
very  easy  thing  to  talk  about  the  hacked  and  rusted  swords  of 
former  party  conflicts,  about  “  old  fogies”  and  “  spavined  politi¬ 
cians,”  but  not  so  easy  a  thing  to  lay  down  a  staunch  and  tangible 
platform  of  principles  on  which  a  great  party  can  stand  with 
firmness  and  honor.  There  may  be  “  young  fogies^^  as  well  as 
old  ones,  in  the  field.  The  wise  and  safe  politician  will  see  no 
meaning  in  these  names,  so  far  as  they  are  applied  by  cliques  and 
malcontents  at  least,  for  he  perceives  that  all  the  real  issues  in¬ 
volved  in  the  Presidential  controversy  are  not  to  be. created  by 
politicians  or  conventions,  but  that  they  already  exist,  like  an  un¬ 
changeable  destiny,  in  the  condition  of  the  country,  and  in  the 
minds  of  the  masses.  No  political  legerdemain  can  successfully 
force  new  issues  into  the  conflict,  other  than  those  which  spring  up 
naturally  tut  of  the  progressive  development  of  society  and  the 
just  demands  of  Government.  In  a  Republic  the  will  of  the 
masses  is  the  paramount  authority,  and  all  attempts  to  resist  that 
will  are  only  like  the  struggles  of  detached  groups  in  a  moving 
multitude.  They  may  disturb,  for  a  while,  the  harmony  and 
good  humor  of  the  body,  but  the  “  vis  inerticR*^  of  the  mass  is  sure 
to  triumph.  So  all  cliques  and  factions,  bom  of  fanaticism,  self- 
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ish  ambition,  or  whatever  else,  are  sure  to  come  to  nothTng  in  the 
end.  Whether  maintained  for  a  longer  or  shorter  period,  by  an 
inevitable  law  of  Republican  society,  they  must  perish.  How 
many  such  “  third  parties,”  and  “  new  parties,”  and  “  young  par¬ 
ties,”  have  sprung  up,  and  blustered,  and  died,  within  the  memory 
of  the  youngest  man  of  us  ? 

All  the  real  issues  involved  in  a  popular  election  will  ever  be 
faithfully  enough  represented  by  the  two  great  parties  of  the 
country.  In  fact,  every  form  of  government  has  been  thus  agi¬ 
tated  by  two  parties,  led  off  by  the  two  great  ideas  that  politi¬ 
cally  rule  mankind.  The  whole  plane  of  political  strife,  from 
the  earliest  Monarchies  to  the  latest  Republics,  has  been  occupied 
with  the  perpetual  combat  between  the  progressive  and  the  con¬ 
servative  idea. 

In  America,  conservatism  and  progress  have  been  well  enough 
embodied  in  the  names  of  Wliig  and  Democrat.  Since  the  days 
of  Jefferson,  the  progressive^  the  democratic  idea,  has,  through 
whatever  embarrassments  and  reverses,  been  increasing  in  the 
thoughts  and  affections  of  the  people.  And  so  strong  has  this 
idea  become,  that  every  collateral  question  of  bank,  tariff,  inter¬ 
nal  improvement,  domain,  or  revenue,  will  hereafter  thrive  or  be 
defeated,  as  the  discussion  brings  it  down  to  the  roots,  and  lays 
bare  its  conservative  or  progressive  tendency.  Our  republican 
spirit  is  restless  and  onward.  It  cannot  pause,  and  still  less  can 
it  turn  back.  Stop  by  step  has  it  left  behind  the  old  Whig  land¬ 
marks  of  limited  franchise,  of  legislating  for  sections  and  classes, 
for  banks,  tariffs,  and  corporations,  of  governing  to  excess,  and 
centralizing  authority.  All  these  have  been  the  triumphs  of  the 
Democratic  idea.  The  reign  of  Federalism  in  this  country  had 
for  its  darling  idea  the  investing  of  the  young  Republic  with 
strong  iron  bands  of  almost  regal  weight,  as  if  the  might  of  the 
young  giant  lay  in  iron  glove  and  golden  buckler,  rather  than  in 
a  vigorous  hand  and  unembarrassed  frame.  A  standing  army,  a 
liberally  appointed  navy,  an  obedient  bank,  a  well-checked  legis¬ 
lature,  long  executive  terms,  and,  in  brief,  all  the  care  and  con¬ 
trol  that  kingcraft  and  old  usages  had  centered  in  the  person  of 
the  monarch  Federalism,  and  its  heir-at-law,  Whiggery,  in  its 
idolatry  of  the  old,  and  in  its  distrust  of  man,  wished  to  gather 
into  the  grasp  of  the  supreme  government. 

But  the  Democratic  idea  was  vigilant  and  tmceasing  in  its  ef¬ 
forts  to  break  through  and  escape  from  this  conservative  thral¬ 
dom.  This  thought  elected  Jefferson.  The  people  and  Democ¬ 
racy  conquered,  and  the  battle-field  remained  in  their  possession. 
The  central  and  state  governments  yielded,  one  by  one,  universal 
suffrage,  election  of  officers  by  the  people,  constitutional  amend¬ 
ments,  and  all  the  minor  mitigations  consequent  upon  the  more 
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direct  and  active  participation  of  the  masses  in  the  conduct  of 
their  own  affairs,  until  the  Democracy  of  1852  is  as  much  in  ad¬ 
vance  of  the  Federal  Republicanism  of  1783,  as  that  idea  was  of 
the  monarchy  of  George  the  Third.  All  this  is  the  work  of  the 
Democracy. 

Nor  this  alone ;  for  it  was  equally  the  thought  of  the  Demo¬ 
cracy  to  throw  off  the  dread  of  foreign  powers,  and  maintain  the 
republican  dignity  abroad,  as  completely  as  it  had  escaped  from 
the  thraldom  of  their  worn-out  theories  at  home.  Under  this  im¬ 
pulse,  Louisiana  and  Florida  w’ere  bought,  to  remove  France  and 
Spain  from  our  gates ;  and  the  wars  with  England  and  Tripoli 
were  fought  to  prove  our  strength  and  nationality.  Those  meas¬ 
ures  were  so  necessary  to  the  public  sentiment,  that  no  statesman 
who  opposed  them  had  much  after-prosperity  in  the  public  love ; 
an  indication  of  the  force  of  the  ruling  national  sentiment  which 
the  wary  politician  will  not  fail  to  write  in  his  guide-book,  and 
compare  with  the  popularity  of  Jackson,  the  man  of  that  thought. 
That,  too,  was  the  work  of  Democracy. 

Then  came  the  cry  of  annexation,  and  sent  an  electric  thrill 
through  the  public  heart,  which  the  ear  of  the  Democracy,  ever 
vigilant  to  the  demands  of  the  people,  heard  with  gladness,  and 
made  it  the  principle  and  policy  of  the  presidential  canvass  of 
1844.  On  that  paramount  idea  was  Mr.  Polk — as  the  avowed 
champion  of  the  extension  of  the  area  of  freedom — raised  to  the 
executive  chair. 

Such  is  the  inherent  progressive  force  of  Democracy.  Guided 
by  the  glorious  idea  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  Individual,  it  has 
fought  brattle  after  battle  with  the  hard  conservatism  of  Whig- 
gery,  until  full  one  third  of  the  ground  heretofore  occupied  by 
government  has  been  surrendered  to  the  Individual.  Its  brave 
and  onward  spirit  has  sought  to  preserve  whatever  is  valuable  in 
institutions,  by  successive  modifications  of  their  forms,  according 
to  the  new  character  bestowed  upon  the  people  by  the  progress 
of  intelligence,  and  the  various  changes  in  the  amount  and  distri¬ 
bution  of  wealth,  by  the  extension  of  commerce.  It  has  patiently 
watched  the  progressive  reason  of  the  people,  and  adapted  its  con¬ 
duct  to  their  dictates. 

It  is  not,  therefore,  without  surprise  that  we  hear  the  papers 
talk  about  the  '-’‘progressive  Democracy^''’  as  if  there  were,  or  coulff 
be,  any  other  kind  of  Democracy.  The  Democracy  of  Jeffers^: 
of  Jackson,  and  Cass,  is  the  progressive  Democracy— \s  the 
ous  Democracy  which  has  fought  all  the  battles  with 
tism,  and  vanquished  the  old  cohorts  of  Federalism  a^  unttl 
gery,  and  which  will  continue  to  fight  and  vanquislj/^ diffusive 
the  last  musty  relic  of  centralism  vanishes  befo;/^ 
spirit  of  the  people’s  sovereignty. 
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Democracy  has  its  birth-place  amid  the  ranks  of  the  people ;  it 
lives  there,  in  their  work-shops  and  counting-houses;  it  utters 
itself  evermore  from  the  brain  of  toil  and  industry ;  and  it  can 
never  be  less  progressive  than  the  intelligence  and  plastic  will  of 
the  people  themselves.  It  is  the  people’s  voice  uttering  its  per¬ 
petual  protest  against  the  hard,  centralising  power  of  mere  wealth, 
and  uncircumscribed  authority. 

The  history  of  the  annexation  of  Texas  is  a  faithfbl  illustration 
of  the  progressive  character  of  the  Democracy  of  the  country. 
The  national  heart  was  stirred  to  its  depths,  at  the  thought  of  set¬ 
ting  another  bright  star  in  our  constellation,  by  independent  treaty 
of  annexation.  Unbought,  unsolicited,  a  sovereign  republic  asked 
to  merge  her  sovereignty  in  the  embrace  of  the  Union.  But  the 
conservative  spirit  of  Whiggery  became  frightened,  and  grew 
sore  at  the  enthusiasm  with  which  the  American  people  met  the 
proposition  to  extend  the  boundaries  of  freedom,  and  incorpo¬ 
rated  non-extension  as  a  cardinal  article  of  its  creed ;  while  the 
Democracy,  imbued  with  the  adventurous  spirit  of  progress,  es¬ 
poused  the  cause  of  annexation,  and  engrafted  it  upon  its  admin¬ 
istrative  policy.  Suen  is  ever  the  progressive  and  diffusive  spirit 
of  Democracy ;  and  the  history  of  the  political  progress  of  the  coun¬ 
try  is  a  record  of  the  plastic  force  and  the  triumph  of  its  doctrines. 

And  whatever  other  blow  the  cause  of  the  people  has  yet  to 
strike  against  the  encroachments  of  monopoly,  high  taxes,  and  aU 
that  obstructs  the  progress  and  prosperity  of  the  masses,  will  be 
accomplished  by  the  advancing  and  popular  spirit  of  the  De¬ 
mocracy.  This  ever  has  been,  and  ever  will  be,  the  advance 
party — the  people’s  party  y  There  maybe  ohstrvetives,  and  there 
may  be  fanatics  within  its  borders,  who  may  for  a  while  vex  and 
disturb  its  action,  but  the  “  second  sober  thought”  will  generally 
be  right ;  and  if  it  is  not,  the  recognized  national  party  will  be 
sure  to  receive  fresh  supplies  enough,  from  the  rank  and  file  of 
the  people,  to  more  than  fill  the  vacated  places  of  the  mal¬ 
contents. 

The  march  of  Democracy  is,  therefore,  straight  onward,  and  its 
doctrines  and  its  deeds,  in  the  campaign  of  1852,  will  proclaim 
that  it  is  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  the 
progressive  party — the  People’s  Party. 


THE  COMPROMISE  QUESTION. 


7 


THE  COMPROMISE  QUESTION. 

Whenever,  in  our  Republic,  a  difference  of  opinion,  growing 
out  of  local  interests  and  prejudices,  divides  the  people,  there  can 
be  but  one  fair  or  possible  way  of  amicable  settlement^  and  that 
is,  by  compromise.  To  deny  the  wisdom  and  justice  of  compromise 
under  such  circumstances,  would  argue  a  degree  of  infatuation  too 
incredible  to  be  thought  of.  It  would  be  to  expose  the  Union  to 
the  perpetual  hazard  of  storms  and  disruption.  And  the  man,  or 
the  party  which  continually  fans  the  flames  of  exasperating  sec¬ 
tional  issues  which  have  once  been  fairly  settled  by  compromise, 
should  be  looked  upon  in  the  light  of  a  political  maniac,  whose 
ravings  are  unheeded,  except  by  the  ear  of  common  pity. 

After  a  protracted  and  terrible  trial,  which  alarmed  the  fears 
and  aroused  the  energies  of  our  greatest  and  best  statesmen,  and 
brought  such  veterans,  of  both  parties,  as  Clay  and  Cass  to  stand 
shoulder  to  shoulder  in  the  common  cause — the  American  slavery 
question  was  settled  by  a  compromise  which  has  commended  itself 
to  the  approbation  of  a  large  majority  of  the  American  people. 
And  yet  it  must  be  confessed,  that  in  the  Northern  States  there  is 
a  large  number  of  citizens  who  are  still  dissatisfied,  and  madly 
insist  on  opening  the  breach  again.  The  old  spirit  of  bitterness, 
and  hatred  of  the  South,  which  was  stirred  up  by  the  incendiary 
movements  of  such  itinerant  scandal-mongers  as  Garrison,  Greely, 
and  Abby  Kelly,  still  poisons  the  fountains  of  northern  thought, 
and  will  probably  force  the  Whig  party  into  the  approaching 
presidential  campaign  with  an  implied  hostility  to  the  compro¬ 
mise.  By  demagogues  like  these  have  many  honest  northern 
men  been  made  to  play  an  unjust  and  an  uncourteous  part 
toward  the  south.  The  moral  character  of  our  Southern'  States 
has  been  wantonly  assailed,  and  its  political  character  falsified. 

If  slavery  and  a  negro  population  were  not  already  interwoven 
with  the  whole  social  existence  of  the  Southern  States,  it  is  doubt¬ 
ful  whether  one  of  them  would,  in  the  exercise  of  its  domestic 
sovereignty,  establish  negro  servitude  within  its  borders.  Let  it 
be  remembered  that  no  State  of  this  republic  ever  created  it ;  it 
was  the  dark  gift  of  European  policy,  wherever  it  is  found  on  oui 
continent,  and  was  only  tolerated  by  our  few  and  feeble  Anglo- 
Saxon  colonies  as  an  auxiliary  in  the  conquest  of  the  forest  and 
marsh,  even  in  their  days  of  infancy,  when  every  working  hand 
was  a  precious  gift  to  civilization.  Yet  in  tracing  its  “line  of 
life”  through  our  whole  national  career,  the  South  and  the  sons  of 
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the  South  have  ever  been  first  and  most  ardent  in  restricting  the 
actual  increase  of  slavery.  Let  history  declare  the  truth.  Who 
was  the  first  man  to  enter  a  protest  against  the  slave-trade,  in  that 
body  which  gave  birth  and  baptism  to  this  republican  Confederation? 
Thomas  Jefferson,  of  slaveholding  Virginia ;  although,  at  that 
period,  from  the  sparseness  of  its  white  population,  the  agriculture 
and  prosperity  of  the  State  mainly  depended  on  slave-labor. 
Which  States  opposed  declaring  the  African  slave-trade  piracy? 
The  commercial  States  of  the  North,  and  most  particularly 
Rhode  Island,  who  found  in  it  profitable  employment  for  the 
New  England  shipping*;  but  the  South — waiving  the  immediate 
advantage  of  cheap  and  permanent  servants,  in  the  view  of  the 
evils  of  a  large  alien  population  and  the  iniquity  of  the  traffic — 
lent  its  votes  to  its  extinction  on  our  coast  at  once  and  forever. 
And  again.  Which  State  of  the  *^old  thirteen^'  gave  the  first  free 
soiV^  to  the  Union?  Still  it  was  the  southern  State  of  Virginia, 
who  made  the  Confederation  the  generous  gift  of  the  territory  for 
many  new  States,  with  the  condition  of  exclusion  of  slavery — 
suggested  by  her  best  beloved  son,  and  unanimously  sustained  by 
the  southern  representation  when  the  principle  was  practically 
applied  to  its  government  by  the  famous  Ordinance  of  1787. 

Thus,  in  the  history  of  negro  slavery  in  the  United  States,  the 
records  of  the  federal  legislation  prove  three  things  for  Southern 
humanity. 

1.  It  was  the  first  to  protest  against  Slavery. 

2.  It  was  with  the  first  in  exterminating  the  Slave-trade. 

3.  It  was  the  first  to  establish  Non-slaving  States. 

These  facts  go  far  to  prove  that,  apart  from  its  intimate  asso¬ 
ciation  with  their  domestic  position  and  the  necessity  of  protecting 
their  independent  political  balance  in  the  Confederation,  the 
Southern  States  are  not,  and  have  never  been,  mireasonably 
tenacious  for  the  “Extension  of  slavery.” 

Thirteen  colonies — all  acknowledging  the  right  of  property  in 
slaves,  and  some  of  them  largely  engaged  in  importing  themTrom 
Africa — declare  themselves  independent  and  self-governing,  and 
unite  in  a  solemn  national,  brotherhood  for  the  common  defense, 
each  pledging  its  faith  to  respect  forever  the  sovereignty  and 
domestic  rights  of  its  peers  and  partners  in  the  struggle  with  their 
common  foe.  Thus  pledged,  they  went  into  the  battle,  and  side 
by  side  achieved  the  wondrous  victory  of  the  Revolution.  Each 
for  all,  and  all  for  each,  the  united  sovereignties  laid  life,  fortune 
and  sacred  honor,  on  the  altar  of  the  federal  compact — and  fenced 
round  the  hallowed  precinct  with  the  triple  guarantees  of  equal 
rights  and  mutual  protection  and  State  inviolability. 

Thirteen  slaveholding  colonies  united  their  strength  to  plant  the 
Btar-spangled  banner  of  freedom  and  nurtured  it  with  their  blood. 
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Not  one  free  State  shared  in  the  compact,  or  joined  in  the  work, 
for  there  was  not  one  on  the  continent.  Thus  slaveholding  was 
one  of  the  integral  and  primary  conditions  of  our  Confederation, 
yet  with  this  mark  of  fallibility  on  its  constitution,  it  grew  in 
beauty  and  power  as  no  government  ever  grew  before,  until  it 
became  the  wonder  and  the  hope  of  the  Christian  world. 

But  the  young  Confederation  had  not  created  a  model  of  union 
and  self-government  for  the  example  and  guidance  of  the  world, 
without  vast  sacrifices.  The  United  States  were  in  debt,  and  they 
knew  not  how  to  meet  the  first  expenses  of  their  new  being. 
Virginia  responded  to  their  call  for  aid,  by  the  magnanimous  ce- 
cession  of  her  immense  domain  beyond  the  Ohio.  The  provisions 
for  the  settlement  of  this  territory  and  for  the  survey  and  sale  of 
the  public  lands  for  the  national  relief,  naturally  included  a  tem¬ 
porary  government — for  its  term  of  minority,  and  prospective 
arrangements  for  its  final  place  in  the  family  of  States,  and  they 
were  made  in  the  broadest  spirit  of  liberty.  Slavery  was  not 
then  an  element  of  sectional  jealousy,  and  a  common  desire  to 
limit  its  influence  actuated  all  the  members  of  the  Confederation. 
It  was  therefore  decided  by  universal  consent  that  it  should  not 
be  permitted  to  enter  the  future  States  north  of  the  Ohio,  al¬ 
though,  for  the  protection  of  the  slaveholders  of  other  States,  it 
was  expressly  stipulated  that  fugitive  slaves  could  be  reclaimed 
from  the  Non-slaveholding  States.  Of  all  the  representatives 
present  when  this  act  passed  Congress,  one  only — Mr.  Yates  of 
New  York — voted  against  it,  and  it  became  a  law  and  precedent 
in  the  land. 

Such  are  some  of  the  historical  facts  which  exhibit  Southern 
philanthropy  and  Southern  statesmanship  in  a  very  different 
light  from  that  in  which  they  have  been  held  up  in  the  political 
harangues  of  fanatics;  and  it  has  now  become  a  vital  ques¬ 
tion  with  the  more  sober  and  patriotic  citizens  of  the  North, 
whether  there  shall  not  be  a  determined  and  effectual  resistance 
to  the  restless  spirit  of  insult  and  irritation  which  would  open 
again  the  exasperating  issues  that  so  long  threatened  the  peace  of 
the  Federal  Union.  The  great  National  Democratic  party  will 
wisely  and  firmly  abide  by  the  Constitution  and  the  compromises. 
In  its  policy  of  administrative  justice  it  knows  no  North,  and  no 
South,  only  as  they  are  parts  of  our  common  mother  country, 
each  entitled  to  equal  consideration  and  respect.  The  Demo¬ 
cratic  party,  by  a  necessary  law  of  its  political  philosophy,  is 
compelled  to  stand  by  the  sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  to  con¬ 
demn  all  violation  of  the  dignity  and  guaranteed  rights  of  each 
federative  portion  of  the  Union.  The  original  condition  on 
which  each  state  united  in  this  federative  compact  was,  that  there 
should  be  no  invasion  of  its  popular  rights,  or  interference  with  the 
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sovereign  control  of  its  own  institutions,  on  the  part  of  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Government.  These  are  the  well  defined  pledges  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  and  any  persistent  departure  from  its  principles  would 
not  only  be  a  violation  of  good  faith,  but  it  would  precipitate  the 
federal  body  into  the  gulf  of  inevitable  disrupture. 

Now,  the  questions  which  should  be  plainly  put  to  every  good 
citizen,  are  these : 

1st.  Are  you  willing  to  become  a  party  in  this  breach  of  good 
faith  ? 

2d.  Are  you  willing,  as  a  partner  in  the  federal  compact,  to  dis^ 
turb  the  equilibrium  and  harmony  of  the  Confederation,  and  rend 
asunder  the  Union — the  prosperous  mother  of  Democracy  ? 

3d.  Or,  are  you  willing  that  utopian  schemes  of  philanthropy 
should  be  allowed  to  corrupt  the  national  faith,  and  defeat  the  ends 
of  civil  government  ? 

Each  unterrified  son  of  Democracy  will  have  a  glorious  chance 
to  answer  these  questions  for  himself,  at  the  next  presidential 
ballot-box.  It  is  a  place  where  the  humblest  citizen  may  utter 
his  tremendous  JSFo,  as  loudly  as  the  most  eloquent  man  of  the 
nation. 


THE  NEXT  PRESIDENCY. 

Nothing  can  be  more  false  and  unmeaning  than  the  declaration 
which  is  made  by  a  portion  of  what  is  called  the  neutral  press, 
that  the  only  elements  of  controversy  involved  in  the  next  presi¬ 
dential  canvass  have  reference  to  the  exclusive  spoils  of  office. 
Behind  all  the  considerations  of  mere  party  policy  which  may  be 
presented  as  capital  in  the  campaign,  there  are  gi-eat  and  over¬ 
whelming  questions  which  lie  at  the  vital  part  of  the  American 
Republic — questions  which  involve  not  only  constitutional  integ¬ 
rity  and  state  rights,  but  also  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
Federal  Union.  Jn  every  national  canvass  between  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  and  the  Wliig  parties,  the  cause  of  progressive  popular  free¬ 
dom  has  a  paramount  interest  at  stake.  The  Democratic  party  is 
the  progressive,  popular  party  of  the  country,  and  all  vital  popu¬ 
lar  questions  will  of  necessity  stand  on  this  platform,  as  they  have 
in  every  past  struggle  between  the  conservative  and  the  progress¬ 
ive  ideas.  The  triumph  of  the  Democratic  party  is  the  triumph 
of  the  people  over  the  perpetual  tendency  of  government  to 
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♦trengthen  itself  and  weakeli  the  power  of  the  masses.  That  alone 
is  a  perpetual  and  a  glorious  issue  between  the  Democracy  and 
Whiggery.  Heaven  and  hell  are  not  wider  apart,  or  more  dif¬ 
ferent  in  character,  than  these  principles ;  and  it  will  depend  on 
the  elevation  of  the  Democratic  party  to  power,  whether  the  Con¬ 
stitution  and  the  Compromises  shall  be  faithfully  administered, 
or  whether  we  are  to  suffer  again  the  storm  and  hazard  of  disrup 
ture  which  had  so  long  agitated  the  Union,  and  crippled  the  best 
energies  of  political  progress. 

If  we  look  at  any,  or  all,  of  the  candidates  for  Democratic  nom¬ 
ination  at  Baltimore,  we  shall  see  that  the  party  entertains  no 
other  policy  or  thought  than  that  of  planting  its  standard  on  high 
national  and  anti-sectional  grounds.  Its  glorious  motto  is,  “  the 
Union  and  the  whole  Union  !'* 


CANDIDATES  FOR  NOMINATION. 

Lewis  Cass.— The  veteran  Senator  from  Michigan,  whose  patriot¬ 
ism  and  statesmanship  form  no  inconsiderable  portion  of  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  national  diplomacy,  stands  first  on  the  list  of  candi¬ 
dates  for  the  consideration  of  the  Baltimore  Convention.  He  is 
one  of  the  oldest  office-holders  in  our  country,  was  a  sentinel  in 
the  early  history  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  ever  been  a 
consistent,  persevering,  and  honest  champion  of  its  doctrines.  At 
home  and  abroad  his  name  has  been  an  honor  to  his  country,  and 
a  stronghold  of  defense  to  the  principles  of  his  party.  All  par¬ 
ties  acknowledge  him  to  be  an  able  constitutional  expounder,  a 
vigorous  and  finished  orator,  an  accomplished  scholar,  and  a  mcin 
of  persistent  firmness  and  moderation  in  his  whole  diplomatic 
history.  He  has  earned,  and  he  has  enjoyed,  the  highest  con¬ 
fidence  of  the  American  people. 

Thus  connected  with  our  history,  and  familiar  with  every  nook 
and  corner  of  our  diplomatic  relations,  as  well  as  with  the  char¬ 
acter  and  principles  of  all  the  men  who  have  conducted  our  na¬ 
tional  affairs  for  more  than  half  a  century,  it  would  indeed  be 
surprising,  if  his  name  were  not  zealously  urged  for  the  consid¬ 
eration  of  the  people,  in  the  canvass  for  the  Presidency.  ^  Nor 
does  any  Democrat  in  the  nation  doubt  that,  if  elected,  his  ad¬ 
ministration  would  be  characterized  by  an  energy,  firmness,  and 
ability,  which  would  be  worthy  of  a  place  in  the  history  of  the 
days  of  Jefferson  and  Jackson. 
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James  Buchanan. — It  is  too  late  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  to  call  in  question  the  eminent  abilities,  the  statesmanship, 
and  energy  of  James  Buchanan;  for  the  history  of  his  own 
State,  of  the  Senate,  and  the  State  Department,  leaves  ample 
testimony  to  his  incorruptible  integrity  and  logical  sagacity.  Dew 
men  have  ever  been  more  distinguished  for  a  Roman-like  firm¬ 
ness  of  opinion  than  he,  and  few  have  ever  enjoyed  a  more  gen¬ 
eral  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  popular  enthusiasm^  in  relation  to  him,  it  is  true,  has  never 
been  equal  to  the  calm  and  general  appreciation  of  his  ability, 
and  the  settled  public  confidence  in  his  integrity.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  the  friends  of  other  candidates  have  urged  that  he  will  not 
make  an  available  or  a  popular  candidate  for  the  Presidency. 
The  very  sternness  of  his  character,  it  is  said,  will  operate  against 
him  in  a  popular  canvass.  And  it  must  be  confessed,  that  it  is 
not  always  the  greatest  or  the  best  man  who  plays  most  success¬ 
fully  on  the  pipe  of  the  popular  heart.  Such  great  ministers  as 
Richelieu  and  Mazarin  would  probably  have  failed  of  an  election 
in  a  republic  like  the  United  States.  With  all  their  greatness, 
they  did  not  possess  those  peculiar  characteristics  which  render 
success  certain  in  a  popular  canvass. 

If  Mr.  Buchanan  receives  the  nomination  at  Baltimore,  there 
is  no  doubt  that  he  will  be  elected  by  the  people ;  and  if  elect¬ 
ed,  no  man  can  doubt  that  he  will  guide  our  national  affairs 
with  an  ability  and  an  impartiality  which  will  command  the  ad¬ 
miration  of  all  good  citizens,  and  reflect  new  luster  upon  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Democracy.  A  man  of  his  firmness,  and  Roman  dig¬ 
nity  of  character,  is  now  especially  needed  at  the  helm  of  state. 

Gen.  Sam  Houston. — ^The  illustrious  hero  and  founder  of  the 
Texian  Republic  has  been  named  for  the  consideration  of  the  Bal¬ 
timore  Convention.  His  Democracy,  his  courage  and  Statesman¬ 
ship,  stand  unquestioned  before  the  American  people.  He  com¬ 
menced  his  career  by  fighting  the  battles  of  his  country  as  a 
common  soldier,  from  which  he  rose  from  rank  to  rank,  until  the 
highest  military  and  civic  honors  were  awarded  him  by  his  coun¬ 
trymen.  In  1819  he  was  appointed  District  Attorney.  In  1821 
he  was  made  a  Major  General.  In  1823  he  was  elected  to  Con¬ 
gress,  and  re-elected  in  1825.  In  1827  he  was  elected  Governor 
of  Tennessee,  by  a  majority  of  over  12,000.  Such  was  the  rapid 
succession  of  popular  honors  which  were  heaped  upon  the  head  ot 
the  young  soldier  and  patriot  from  the  ranks.  In  1832  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Texas  began  to  organize  themselves  for  a  Constitutional 
Government,  such  as  was  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Mexican 
Constitution  of  1824.  Upon  the  very  eve  of  a  Convention  Gen¬ 
eral  Houston  entered  Texas,  as  if  the  finger  of  1‘rovidence  had 
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directed  his  steps  to  a  new  field  of  action,  where  the  star  of 
Democracy  should  rise  over  a  young  Republic.  It  was  by  his 
brain  and  arm  that  the  new  Republic  was  guided  in  her  triumph¬ 
ant  resistance  of  tyranny  and  oppression.  In  the  first  moment  of 
peril  he  was  called  to  the  command  of  her  arms.  His  spirit  in 
accepting  the  trust  is  best  illustrated  by  his  own  words  to  his 
little  army  :  “  We  will  enjoy  our  birthright,  or  perish  in  its  de¬ 
fense. The  whole  history  of  the  Texian  struggle  is  written  in 
every  American  heart.  The  first  page  of  it  is  eloquent  with  the 
councils  of  Gen.  Houston,  and  the  closing  scene  on  the  battle-field 
of  San  J acinto,  will  be  remembered  through  all  time  as  one  of  the 
most  glorious  illustrations  of  heroism  that  shines  on  the  page  of 
our  history.  The  progress  of  Texas,  after  the  defeat  of  Santa 
Anna,  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history  of  nations.  Without 
money,  men,  or  arms,  Houston  founded  a  Republic,  whose  Con¬ 
stitution  is  a  model  for  political  charts  in  a  land  of  states  and 
statesmen.  It  was  drafted  by  her  hero.  And  if  we  look  at  the 
political  history  of  the  Republic  under  his  Presidency — whether 
we  regard  the  masterly  ability  with  which  he  settled  her  Consti¬ 
tution  and  regulated  her  laws,  or  examine  the  success  with  which 
he  managed  her  finances,  till  she  was  finally  welcomed  as  the  new 
star  of  our  Union — where  can  be  found  a  statesman  more  exalted, 
able,  and  patriotic  %  He  has  given  us  a  state  whose  boundaries 
reach  from  Sierra  Nevada  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  which  we 
wanted,  as  an  eminent  statesman  has  said,  “/or  great  natural  rea- 
sons.^^  On  the  rostrum,  in  the  battle,  or  debate,  with  the  pen,  or 
with  the  sword,  no  man  has  more  commended  himself  to  the 
whole  people  than  Sam  Houston,  of  Texas.  He  was  never  de- 
feated  in  a  popular  election,  and  if  he  should  receive  the  nomin^ 
tion  at  Baltimore  he  would  roll  on  the  Democratic  car  in  triumph. 
As  a  military  man,  he  is  Scott’s  equal ;  as  a  statesman,  infinitely 
his  superior. 

Stephen  A.  Douglass. — There  is  no  single  feature  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  which  more  com¬ 
mands  the  admiration  of  the  people  than  the  facility  with  which 
energy  and  talent  elevate  their  possessor  into  public  favor  and 
political  distinction.  And  there  is  not,  among  the  young  politi¬ 
cians  of  the  country,  a  nobler  illustration  of  this  principle  of  our 
institutions  than  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  the  young  Senator 
from  Illinois.  He  is  emphatically  the  architect  and  builder  of 
his  own  fortune.  The  people  found  in  him  a  generous  heart,  a 
vigorous  intellect,  an  incorruptible  Democracy,  and  they  have  re¬ 
warded  him  with  the  highest  confidence  and  enthusiasm.  Every 
chapter  in  his  life,  from  that  which  opens  on  the  Granite  hills  of 
Vermont,  to  the  one  which  records  his  career  on  the  bench,  or  in 
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the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  is  a  history  of  an  able,  firm,  per¬ 
severing  patriot  and  statesman.  From  the  first  hour  of  his  politi¬ 
cal  life  he  has  stood  forth  as  one  of  the  bravest  champions  of  tho 
Constitution  and  the  Democracy.  It  remains  for  the  Convention 
at  Baltimore  to  say  what  part  his  name  shall  fill  in  the  coming 
battle ;  but  whatever  it  may  be,  the  Democratic  party  may  rely 
with  confidence  on  his  ability,  honor,  and  good  faith. 

William  L.  Marcy. — A  large  majority  of  the  Delegates  of 
the  State  of  New  York  have  been  instructed  to  present  the  name 
of  William  L.  Marcy,  as  the  choice  of  that  State,  for  the  chief 
magistracy.  Probably  no  statesman  ever  better  sustained  the 
dignity  of  office — more  successfully  foiled  the  shafts  of  enmity — 
or  bore  off  the  honors  of  station  with  his  patriotism  less  questioned. 

From  1812  to  the  election  of  General  Taylor,  in  1848,  his 
position  has  at  all  times  been  prominent.  Taking  an  active  part 
in  the  war  with  England,  in  1812,  he  was  one  of  the  first  who 
shouldered  the  musket,  and  encountered  the  dangers  of  the 
northern  frontier.  Vigilant  in  the  performance  of  every  duty,  he 
was  in  the  very  front  of  the  party  which,  at  St.  Regis,  captured 
the  first  stand  of  colors  taken  from  the  enemy  in  that  glorious 
campaign,  and  received  the  first  arms  yielded  up  as  the  reward 
of  victory,  by  the  defeated  soldiery  of  Great  Britain.  Soon  after, 
appointed  Commissary  General  of  the  State,  he  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  that  office,  and  in  the  performance  of  its  functions 
showed  such  consummate  ability,  that  in  1823,  the  office  ol  Comp¬ 
troller  was  urged  upon  him  for  his  acceptance.  And  here  again, 
by  his  zeal,  accuracy,  and  talents,  he  won  the  renewed  confidence 
of  the  Democracy. 

In  1828,  by  common  consent,  he  was  made  a  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  New  York,  and  from  that  period  to  1831,  the 
Reports  of  the  State  bare  abundant  evidence  of  the  great  talents, 
with  which  he  won  for  himself  a  reputation  for  impartiality  and 
administrative  ability,  as  glorious  as  that  which  dignifies  tho 
memory  of  Lord  Hale,  or  Mansfield.  In  the  latter  year,  without 
solicitation,  without  intrigue,  and  without  any  demand  upon  the 
Legislature,  but  such  as  his  accomplished  talents  urged  for  him, 
he  was  selected  as  a  United  States  Senator.  Hardly  had  he  taken 
his  seat  in  that  body,  when  his  fellow-citizens  of  New  York 
elected  him  Governor  of  the  State.  For  three  successive  terms 
he  performed  the  arduous  duties  of  that  office,  through  the  most 
complex  and  multifarious  difficulties.  No  occupant  of  the  Guber¬ 
natorial  chair  of  that  State,  ever  left  it  adorned  with  a  belter  his¬ 
tory  of  his  administation,  or  threw  around  his  official  acts  a  higher 
dignity  of  purpose. 

But  the  nation  has  seen  him  as  the  Secretary  of  War  during 
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the  eventful  campaign  of  our  arms  in  Mexico.  At  no  period  since 
the  formation  of  this  government,  has  that  office  been  filled  with 
greater  ability  tnan  by  Governor  Marcy. 

Never  changing  before  the  varying  factions  of  political  mal¬ 
contents,  W  illiam  L.  Marcy  has  at  all  times,  in  all  national  lati¬ 
tudes,  and  upon  all  questions,  been  a  thorough  and  unflinching 
Democrat,  and  impartial  statesman.  When  Democracy  was 
degenerating  into  factions  in  New  York,  and  the  spirit  of  ’76 
trembled  before  the  spirit  of  rebellion,  when  the  State  seemed  in 
arms,  and  every  Democratic  caucus  a  battle  for  the  defeat  of 
Democratic  principles,  William  L.  Marcy  stayed  the  storm,  and 
stilled  the  troubled  waters ;  and  finally,  by  the  dignity  of  his 
counsels,  brought  the  discordant  elements  into  order  and  Demo¬ 
cratic  harmony. 

Thus  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  in  the  office  of  Commissary 
General,  and  as  Secretary  of  War,  he  has  shown  himself  the 
possessor  of  as  marked  qualifications  as  any  American  can 
boast  in  the  science  of  war.  As  a  judicial  scholar  and  an  eminent 
judge,  his  abilities  are  neither  less  decided,  nor  less  acknowledged, 
and  if  we  look  at  his  career  as  an  administative  officer  of  the  civil 
branches  of  government,  whether  we  examine  his  acts  as  Comp¬ 
troller,  Senator,  or  Governor,  where  can  be  found  a  statesman 
of  more  undoubted  ability,  and  honor,  than  William  L.  Marcy  ? 
It  is  known  that,  in  1848,  he  was  the  first  choice  of  John  C. 
Calhoun  for  the  Presidency.  That  great  statesman  knew  well 
his  ability  and  his  impartiality. 

Such  are  the  men  who  are  most  prominent  before  the  public 
for  Democratic  nomination.  They  are  all  tried  and  true  men ; 
the  only  vital  question  in  relation  to  the  nomination  is,  who  will 
he  most  sure  to  rally  the  entire  united  force  of  the  Democracy,  and 
make  certain  the  triumph  of  its  principles  ?  With  either  of  them 
the  country  and  the  Democracy  are  safe.  The  question  of  nomi¬ 
nation,  under  such  circumstances,  becomes  one  of  availability  <y: 
popular  preference.  We  deem  the  national  platform  of  the  De¬ 
mocracy  already  fixed,  and  we  shall  stand  by  any  nomination 
which  is  made  in  the  spirit  of  its  wisdom  and  fostering  care  for 
our  common  nursing  mother — the  gloriou?  ^Inion. 


THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 

On  the  5th  day  of  April,  1852,  a  band  of  young  Democrats  in 
New  York  commenced  an  organization,  under  the  name  of  “  The 
Jefferson  Union,”  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  their  young 
brethren  throughout  the  country,  and  of  perfecting  a  united  and 
harmonious  action  in  defense  of  the  great  doctrines  of  the  national 
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Democracy.  Its  plan  is  to  have  every  county  in  each  state  of 
the  Union  represented  in  its  objects,  and  measures  were  immedi¬ 
ately  taken  to  elect  temporary  corresponding  secretaries  in  every 
county,  to  whom  should  be  intrusted  the  responsibility  of  per¬ 
fecting  the  county  organizations.  It  is  hoped  that,  through  the 
delegates  of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  this  great  work  may  be 
put  in  the  way  of  a  speedy  accomplishment. 


PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 

At  the  third  regular  meeting  of  the  Jefferson  Union  it  was  re¬ 
solved  to  publish  weekly,  during  the  Presidential  campaign,  a 
pamphlet  with  the  above  title.  This  number  is  issued  in  advance 
of  the  Baltimore  Convention,  as  a  specimen  of  the  tone  and 
spirit  with  which  the  Papers  will  be  conducted.  Immediately 
after  the  nomination  they  will  be  published  regularly,  every 
Saturday,  during  the  campaign.  The  committee  to  which  was 
intrusted  the  editorial  management  of  the  Papers,  has  deemed  it 
just  to  the  objects  of  the  Jefferson  Union  to  withhold  all  expressions 
in  favor  of  any  particular  candidate,  in  advance  of  the  national 
nomination.  Its  spirit  is  anti-sectional — it  is  for  the  Democracy, 
the  whole  Democracy,  the  Union,  the  whole  Union — and  it  will 
stand  by  the  national  nomination. 

Terms. — Fifty  cents  for  the  campaign  of  five  months,  to  each 
subscriber,  in  advance,  which  is  two  cents  and  a  fraction  for  each 
pamphlet. 

All  communications  should  be  addressed,  post  paid,  to  The 
Union,  No.  115  Chambers  St.,  New  Yore. 
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PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 


GENERAL  FRANK  PIERCE. 

Franklin  Pierce  was  born  in  the  town  of  Hillsborough,  in 
the  State  of  New  Hampshire,  on  the  23d  day  of  November, 
1805.  His  father.  General  Benjamin  Pierce,  was  a  hero  of  the 
Revolution,  and  fought  manfully  for  Independence.  He  was  a 
plain,  unostentatious  farmer,  one  of  the  bone  and  sinew  of  New 
Hampshire  Democracy,  a  man  of  strong  mind  and  determined 
purpose.  He  held  many  honorable  offices,  and  was  twice  elected 
Governor  of  New  Hampshire,  the  duties  of  which  high  station  he 
performed  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  those  by  whose  suffrages 
he  was  elevated  to  that  high  position.  The  following  are  extracts 
from  one  of  his  messages  to  the  Legislature : 

“  In  times  of  high  political  excitement  the  true  and  permanent 
interests  of  a  broad  community  may  be  neglected  in  perfecting 
schemes  for  the  temporary  aggrandizement  of  a  party ;  but  such 
conduct  rarely  escapes  the  keen  scrutiny  of  a  jealous  people,  who 
select  their  public  servants  for  public  purposes ;  not  to  promote^ 
the  enterprises  of  heartless  and  dishonest  politicians,  or  to  minis¬ 
ter  at  the  shrine  of  private  ambition.” 

********** 

“We  propose  no  magnificent  schemes  of  improvement,  which 
are  often  calculated  to  embarrass,  rather  than  facilitate  the  pro¬ 
gress  of  judicious  legislation ;  but  we  are  certainly  not  to  neglect 
the  means  within  our  reach  to  promote  the  happiness  of  our  fel¬ 
low  citizens.” 

********** 

“  It  is  our  duty,  as  good  citizens,  to  resist  the  progress  of  that 
extravagance  which  enervates  and  impoverishes  our  population, 
and,  by  our  steady  example,  to  invite  a  return  to  the  republican 
simplicity  of  those  who  have  gone  before  us.” 
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Reared  from  inflincy  to  manhood  by  a  father  wliose  whole  life 
w'as  one  of  devotion  to  his  cM^untry,  and  whose  principles  and 
opinions  are  briefly  shadowed  forth  in  the  foregoing  extracts, 
Franklin  Pierce  entered  upon  the  stage  of  public  life,  and  soon 
gave  evidence  that  the  teachings  of  that  brave,  patriotic,  and 
venerated  father  had  fallen,  like  seeds  sown  on  a  rich  soil,  upon 
a  mind  where  they  had  taken  deep  root,  and  were  destined  to 
produce  and  disseminate  those  patriotic  principles  of  equality 
and  justice  for  which  our  fathers  pledged  their  honor  and  shed 
their  blood. 

Franklin  Pierce  was  educated  for  the  Bar.  He  graduated  at 
Bowdoin  College,  Brunswick,  Maine,  at  an  early  age,  and  studied 
law.  Very  soon  after  reaching  the  age  which  qualifies  one  to 
enter  upon  the  duties  of  manhood,  he  commenced  the  practice  of 
his  profession  in  his  native  town.  In  March,  1830,  he  w'as  elected 
the  representative  of  his  native  town  in  the  House  of  Represent¬ 
atives  of  New  Hampshire,  and  took  his  seat  at  the  opening  of 
the  Legislature  in  the  following  June.  Perhaps,  in  no  Legisla¬ 
tive  body  in  this  Union  is  there  greater  economy  of  time  than  in 
that  of  New'  Hampshire,  and  it  is  very  seldom  that  discussion 
arises  there,  except  upon  the  legitimate  business  that  oomes  be¬ 
fore  that  body.  Mr.  Pierce,  however,  very  soon  assumed,  a 
position  w'hich  gave  evidence  of  his  qualifications  for  a  legislator, 
and  his  devoted  attachment  to  his  country  and  her  republican 
institutions. 

Thus  was  he  distinguished  in  the  legislative  councils  of  his 
own  State,  twenty-twm  years  ago,  as  a  firm,  consistent,  and  able 
defender  of  the  great  principles  of  the  Democi’iicy  ;  and  from 
that  day  to  this  in  no  single  political  act  or  deed  has  he  departed 
from  them. 

In  1832,  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  Democrats  of  the  New 
Hampshire  House  of  Representatives,* he  was  elected  its  Speaker, 
and  the  duties  of  that  high  station  were  never  performed  more 
acceptably,  or  wdth  more  dignity  and  urbanity,  than  by  him,  and 
although  a  strong  partizan,  so  impartially,  and  wdth  such  gentle¬ 
manly  bearing  did  he  fill  the  place,  that  it  was  hard  to  tell 
whether  he  received  the  most  praise  from  his  political  friends  or 
opponents.  Ho  left,  the  office  with  the  sincere  respect  and 
admiration  of  all. 

During  the  year  1830  Franklin  Pierce  w'as  nominated  by  the 
Democracy  of  his  District  (for  although  New  Hampshire  then 
elected  by  general  ticket,  she  nominated  by  districts)  for  Con¬ 
gress,  and  in  the  succeeding  March  he  was  elected. 

On  the  first  of  December,  1833,  Mr.  Pierce  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Representatives.  He  did  not  press 
himself  forw'ard  into  the  political  arena,  or  seek  to  make  himself 


LIFE  OF  GENERAL  FRANK  PIERCE. 


21 

conspicuous  in  any  mcanner,  for  it  is  not  in  his  nature  so  to  do. 
His  natural  disposition  is  rather  retiring,  but,  at  the  call  of  duty, 
he  was  never  yet  found  behind  the  foremost,  in  advancing,  and  he 
never  yet  psumed  to  do  a  duty  that  he  did  not  faithfully  perform. 

In  the  history  of  the  proceedings  of  Congress,  as  published  in 
The  Congressional  Globe^  it  appears  that  he  addressed  the  Hou.se, 
for  the  first  time,  at  any  considerable  length,  on  the  27th  day  of 
February,  1834.  The  bill  “To  Provide  for  the  Settlement  of 
Certain  Revolutionary  Claims”  was  before  the  House.  The  com¬ 
mencement  of  that  speech  is  characteristic  of  the  man.  The  bill 
had  been  postponed,  on  account  of  Mr.  Pierce’s  indisposition  at 
a  former  day,  it  being  known  that  he  desired  to  be  heard  upon 
it.  “  Nothing,”  said  Mr.  P.,  “  but  a  sense  of  what  he  conceived 
to  be  his  duty,  as  an  humble  member  of  that  body,  could  have 
induced  him  to  arrest  its  progress  then,  or  now  to  ask  for  a  few 
moments  the  indulgence  of  the  House.  He  should  be  brief  in 
his  remarks,  having  nothing  to  say  for  political  effect,  or  home 
consumption.” 

While  Mr.  Pierce  opposed  the  passage  of  the  bill,  on  the 
ground  that  “it  would  open  a  wide  door  for  imposition,  and  for 
the  assertion  of  rights  which  have  no  legal  or  equitable  founda¬ 
tion,”  he  passed  a  eulogium  upon  the  revolutionary  services  to 
which  it  related,  “  the  very  mention  of  which,”  he  said,  “  moved 
our  pride  and  our  gratitude.  They  were  services  beyond  all 
praise,  and  above  all  price.”  He  spoke  of  revolutionary  services 
generally.  “  But,  while  warm  and  glowing  with  the  glorious  recol¬ 
lections  which  a  recurrence  to  that  period  never  fails  to  awaken; 
while  we  cherish  with  affection  and  reverence  the  memory  of  the 
brave  men  of  that  day,  now  no  more ;  while  we  would  grant, 
most  cheerfully  grant,  to  their  heirs  all  that  is  justly  due;  and 
while  we  do  extend  to  those  who  still  survive,  our  grateful  thanks, 
and  our  treasure  also,  he  trusted  we  should  not,  in  the  full  irq- 
pulse  of  generous  feeling,  disregard  what  was  due  from  the  gen¬ 
tlemen  composing  this  House  as  the  descendants  of  such  men.” 

The  bill  proposed  to  remove  the  commutation  claims  from 
Congress,  and  have  them  settled  at  the  Treasury  Department, 
and  Mr.  Pierce’s  speech  was  in  opposition  to  this  manner  of 
settlement.  He  was  in  favor  of  having  Congress  retain  the  power 
over  them,  and  his  speech  was  both  able,  eloquent,  and  conclusive 
as  to  the  purpose  which  he  contended  for. 

Mr.  Pierce  remained  a  member  of  the  House  during  the  XXIII. 
and  XXIV.  Congresses,  and  he  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States  Senate  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Hampshire,  at  the  open 
ing  of  the  XXV.  Congress. 

in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Pierce  soon  acquired  an  enviable  reputation 
as  a  consistent  statesman,  and  eloquent  debater.  On  the  4th  of 
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July,  1838,  he  made  his  first  speech  in  the  Senate  on  the  bill, 
“  To  Increase  the  Present  Military  Establishment  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  Purposes,”  which  he  opposed,  because,  as 
he  viewed  it,  it  was  for  the  benefit  of  the  staff,  at  the  expense  of 
the  line  of  the  army.  “  Let  it  be  known  to  the  country,”  said 
he,  “  that  this  bill  provides  for  an  increase  of  one  hundred  and 
forty-six  officers ;  that  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  out  of  the  one 
hundred  and  forty-six  are  for  the  staff,  and  thirteen  for  the  line  of 
the  army ;  and  let  it  be  known,  too,  that  in  this  reorganization  of 
the  stall',  and  in  its  immense  increase,  promotion  is  exclusively 
to  accrue  to  those  officers  who  now  hold  places  in  this  favored 
arm  of  the  service.” 

Mr.  Pierce  spoke  most  eloquently  of  the  services  of  the  United 
States  troops  in  Florida,  and  of  the  devotion  to  duty  of  the  army 
generally.  He  said,  “  he  would  aw'ard  the  meed  of  honor  where 
it  was  due,  whether  acquired  on  the  plains  of  Orleans,  or  on  the 
banks  of  the  Withlacoochie ;  and  he  would  look  upon  no  service 
as  degrading,  where  every  man  performed  his  duty,  as  have  our 
troops  in  this  unenviable  service.”  [Tlie  Florida  war.]  “  Recol¬ 
lect,  Mr.  President,  the  battles  of  the  Withlacoochie  and  the 
Wahoo  Swamp,  where  men  were  fighting  breast-deep  in  mud  and 
water,  without  the  possibility  of  charging  upon  the  enemy,  in 
consequence  of  the  deep  morass,  and,  let  me  ask,  was  there 
ever  more  gallantry  or  more  devotion  displayed  ?  And  in  the 
engagement  where  the  invincible  Taylor  overcame  the  enemy  on 
the  Okechobee,  the  conduct  of  his  gallant  troops  w'as  beyond  all 
praise.”  Mr.  Pierce  then  read  an  extract  from  the  official  report 
of  the  battle,  and  proceeded — “  Here  is  an  exhibition  of  bravery, 
of  cool,  determined  courage,  and  patient  endurance,  not  surpassed 
in  the  history  of  warfare.  There  was  nothing  to  excite  individ¬ 
ual  ambition ;  there  was  no  bridge  of  Lodi ;  no  battle  of  Wag- 
ram,  of  Lutzen ;  no  ‘  sun  of  Austerlitz’  had  arisen  to  excite  them 
onward ;  the  watchword  was  not  glory ^  but  my  country  and  my 
duty.  A  savage  foe  was  to  be  overcome  in  a  position  of  his  own 
selection,  in  an  unexplored  country.  There  was  no  parade,  no 
‘  pomp  and  circumstance  of  glorious  war there  were  the  well- 
nerved  and  effective  arm,  and  the  trusty  weapon ;  every  thing  else 
had  been  necessarily  left  behind  ;  and,  under  such  circumstances, 
the  officer  must  advance  at  the  head  of  his  column  ;  and  he  did 
advance.  The  result  is  shown  by  the  extract  from  the  report. 
Every  officer,  with  one  exception,  as  well  as  most  of  the  non¬ 
commissioned  officers,  including  the  sergeant-major,  and  orderly- 
sergeants,  were  wounded  ;  and  in  one  of  the  companies,  but  four 
men  were  left  untouched !” 

Mr.  Pierce  proceeded  to  speak  further  of  the  bravery  of  the 
troops  in  Florida,  but  from  motives  of  delicacy  omitted  to  men- 
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tion  some  of  the  most  daring  deeds  of  that  campaign,  for  the 
reason  that  they  were  performed  by  his  own  brother,  Col.  B.  K. 
Pierce,  w’ho  fought  through  it  all,  and  contracted  a  disease  in  the 
swamps  and  morasses  there,  from  which  he  never  recovered: 
and  a  nephew  of  Senator  Pierce,  Lieutenant  M‘Niel,  son  of  Gen¬ 
eral  John  M‘Niel,  fell  at  the  head  of  his  column  while  gallantly 
charging  upon  the  enemy.  A  braver  spirit  than  young  M‘Niers 
never  went  out  in  blood. 

On  the  21st  of  February,  1839,  Mr.  Pierce  presented  a  me¬ 
morial  from  certain  citizens  of  New  Hampshire,  praying  for  the 
abolition  of  slavery  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  from  the 
remarks  made  by  him  at  the  time  the  following  is  an  extract : 

“  I  do  earnestly  hope  that  every  honest  man,  who  has  sincerely 
at  heart  the  best  interest-s  of  the  slave  and  the  master,  may  no 
longer  be  governed  by  a  blind  zeal  and  impulse,  but  be  led  to 
examine  this  subject,  so  full  of  delicacy  and  danger,  in  all  its 
bearings ;  and  that,  when  called  upon  to  lend  their  names  and 
influence  to  the  cause  of  agitation,  they  may  remember  that  we  live 
under  a  written  Constitution,  which  is  the  panoply  and  protection 
of  the  South  as  well  as  the  North ;  that  it  covers  the  entire  Union, 
and  is  equally  a  guaranty  for  the  unmolested  enjoyment  of  the 
domestic  institutions  of  all  its  parts ;  and  I  trust,  further,  that 
they  will  no  longer  close  their  eyes  to  the  fact  that,  so  far  as 
those  in  whose  welfare  they  express  so  much  feeling  are  con¬ 
cerned,  this  foreign  interference  has  been,  and  must  inevitably 
continue  to  be,  evil,  and  only  evil.” 

The  limits  assigned  to  this  biography  will  scarcely  admit  of 
going  fully  into  an  examination  of  all  Mr.  Pierce’s  acts  while  a 
Senator  and  Representative  in  Congress.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
that  his  course  was  perfectly  consistent,  swerving  neither  to  the 
right  hand  or  to  the  lefl  in  the  discharge  of  what  he  deemed  to 
be  his  duty.  Whatever  he  advocated  and  voted  for  will  be 
found  to  be,  with  scarcely  a  variation,  an  established  principle  6f 
Democracy,  and  what  he  opposed  and  voted  against,  although 
for  the  time  being  it  may  have  been  adopted,  has  been  since  re¬ 
pudiated.  Thus  was  it  with  the  Bankrupt  Law,  to  which  he  was 
opposed,  and  on  which  he  said,  “  No  man  shall  make  up  for  me 
an  issue  here  or  elsewhere  without  my  participation.  I  take  a 
practical  view  of  things — take  them  as  they  are — as  they  happen 
to  be  presented  at  the  time  when  I  am  called  upon  to  vote ;  not 
as  by  possibility  they  may  be  at  a  future  time,  and  on  another 
occasion.”  And  it  is  well  remembered  by  all  how  Mr.  Pierce’s 
views  upon  that  question  were  sustained  by  the  people.^ 

When  the  defenses  of  the  country  were  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Pierce  eloquently  advocated  a  system  of  defense,  to  be 
composed  partially  of  fortifications,  but  mainly  of  floating  de^ 
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feuses.  “We  should,”  said  he,  “provide  our  harbors,  that  hold 
out  the  greatest  temptation  to  an  invading  foe,  in  addition  to  the 
stationary  fortifications,  with  the  best  floating  defenses  known  to 
the  world.  We  should  make,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  con¬ 
sistently  with  other  demands  upon  the  revenue,  our  navy  equal, 
at  least,  to  one  sixth  of  that  of  Great  Britain.  We  should  never 
go  for  conquest.  We  had,  in  territory,  and  climate,  and  resour¬ 
ces,  all  that  any  people  should  desire,  and  the  armament  alluded 
to  was  believed  to  be  as  large  a  proportion  as  England  would 
ever  be  able  to  spare  from  other  points,  and  detach  to  our  seas.” 

The  last,  most  elaborate,  and  most  eloquent  speech  delivered 
by  Mr.  Pierce  in  the  Senate,  was  upon  removals  from  office,  on 
the  first  and  second  of  July,  1841. 

On  the  28th  day  of  February,  1842,  Mr.  Pierce  resigned  the 
office  of  Senator,  and  went  back  to  his  own  beloved  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  to  enter  again  upon  the  laborious  duties  of  his  profession, 
from  which  nothing  has  been  able  to  draw  him,  except  the  de¬ 
fense  of  his  country,  during  the  war  with  Mexico. 

He  left  the  Senate  with  the  regrets  and  kind  wishes  of  all  with 
whom  he  had  formed  any  acquaintance,  both  in  and  out  of  Con¬ 
gress,  in  Washington,  for  he  was  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  with  the  deep  regret  of  his  constituents,  who 
ardently  desired  t©  retain  his  services  in  the  Senate.  But  no 
power  of  persuasion  could  prevail  upon  him  to  forego  a  purpose 
once  decided  upon,  and  those  who  so  earnestly  desired  him  to 
continue  in  office  were  disappointed  in  all  their  efforts  to  per¬ 
suade  him  to  remain. 

Immediately  upon  his  return  to  New  Hampshire  he  entered 
upon  a  very  extensive  and  laborious  practice,  which  has  con¬ 
tinued  to  this  day.  He  managed,  however,  to  find  time  to  do 
€dl  his  duty  as  a  patriot  and  politician,  and  his  voice  and  his  pen 
have  been  found  always  ready  when  the  public  exigencies  of  his 
native  state  have  required  their  service. 

In  such  high  estimation  did  the  citizens  of  New  Hampshire 
hold  him,  that  they  more  than  once  urged  him  to  accept  the  office 
of  Governor  of  the  State.  President  Polk  also  used  every  means 
in  his  power  to  persuade  him  to  accept  a  place  in  his  Cabinet  as 
Attorney-General  of  the  United  States.  The  following  is  an  ex¬ 
tract  from  the  President’s  letter  to  General  Pierce : 

“It  gives  me  sincere  pleasure  to  invite  you  to  accept  a  place 
in  my  Cabinet,  by  tendering  to  you  the  office  of  Attorney-General 
of  the  United  States.  I  have  selected  you  for  this  important 
office  from  my  personal  knowledge  of  you,  and  without  the  soli¬ 
citation  or  suggestion  of  any  one.  I  have  done  so  becatise  I 
have  no  doubt  your  personal  association  with  me  would  be 
pleasant,  and  from  the  consideration  that  in  the  discharge  of  the 
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duties  of  the  office,  you  could  render  me  important  aid  in  con¬ 
ducting  my  administration.  In  this  instance,  at  least,  the  office 
has  sought  the  man,  and  not  the  man  the  office ;  and  I  hope  you 
may  accept  it.” 

The  following  is  a  portion  of  General  Pierce’s  letter  to  the 
President,  in  which  he  declined  to  accept  the  appointment : 

“  Coming  unexpectedly  as  this  offer  does,  it  would  be  difficult, 
if  not  impossible,  to  arrange  the  business  of  an  extensive  practice 
between  this  and  the  first  of  November,  in  a  manner  at  all  satis¬ 
factory  to  myself,  or  to  those  who  have  committed  their  interests , 
to  my  care,  and  who  rely  on  my  services.  Besides,  you  know 
that  Mrs.  Pierce’s  health  while  at  Washington  was  very  delicate,* 
it  is,  I  fear,  even  more  so  now,  and  the  responsibilities  which  the 
proposed  change  would  necessarily  impose  upon  her,  ought  prob¬ 
ably  in  themselves  to  constitute  an  insurmountable  objection  to 
leaving  our  quiet  home  for  a  public  station  at  Washington. 

“  When  I  resigned  my  seat  in  the  Senate,  in  1842, 1  did  it  with 
the  fixed  purpose  never  again  to  be  voluntarily  separated  from 
my  family  for  any  considerable  length  of  time,  except  at  the  call 
of  my  country  in  time  of  M*ar,  and  yet  this  consequence,  for  the 
reason  before  stated,  and  on  account  of  climate,  would  be  very 
likely  to  result  from  my  acceptance. 

“  These  are  some  of  the  considerations  which  have  influenced 
my  decision.  You  will,  I  am  sure,  appreciate  my  motives.  You 
will  not  believe  that  I  have  weighed  my  personal  convenience 
and  ease  against  the  public  interest,  especially  as  the  office  is  one 
which,  if  not  sought,  would  be  readily  accepted  by  gentlemen 
who  could  bring  to  your  aid  attainments  and  qualifications  vastly 
superior  to  mine. 

“  Accept  my  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  believe  me, 

“  Truly  and  faithfully,  your  friend, 

“PPANK  PIERCE.” 

Such  was  the  determination  of  General  Pierce  not  to  quit 
again  the  peace  and  quiet  of  his  home,  except  he  should  be 
called  upon  to  fight  for  his  country  in  time  of  war ;  and  on  the 
commencement  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  he  was  one  of  the  first 
to  enlist  as  a  common  soldier.  But  a  man  of  his  genius  and 
patriotism  could  not  be  allowed  to  remain  long  in  the  rank  of  a 
private  soldier,  and  he  was  speedily  elevated  to  the  office  of 
llrigadier-General  of  the  Volunteers  of  New  England.  The  abil¬ 
ity,  heroism,  and  self-reliance  exhibited  by  General  Pierce  ii 
Mexico,  will  be  treated  of  at  length  in  our  next  paper.  It  will 
take  much  more  space  than  we  have  left  in  this  number  to  do  full 
justice  to  this  portion  of  his  history.  We  shall  be  able  to  show 
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beyond  nil  dispute,  that  if  General  Scott  had  listened  to  the  ad¬ 
vice  of  General  Piei'ce,  he  would  liave  saved  the  A'lnerican  Gov¬ 
ernment  some  millions  of  dollars,  and  spared  the  lives  of  2,000 
American  soldiers. 

AVe  cannot  give  a  better  idea  of  General  Pierce’s  private  char¬ 
acter  than  is  contained  in  the  following  letter,  written  by  the 
present  clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  New  Hamp¬ 
shire,  who  is  not  only  a  man  of  learning  and  genius,  but  one  of 
the  most  truthful  and  respected  citizens  of  the  “old  Granite 
State.” 

“  Concord,  June  15,  1852.’ 

^  “  C,  C.  Burr,  Esq. 

“  My  Dear  Sir —  *  *  *  *  <^  «^  General  Pierce’s  moral",  soci'aTy 
and  private  character  is  without  spot  or  blemish.  Even  the 
Tribune  was  in  haste  to  disavow  its  defamatory  falsehood.  So' 
pure,  so  spotless,  so  exemplary  is  General  Pierce  in  every  rela¬ 
tion  of  life,  that  since  his  nomination  most  of  the  religious 
papers  in  this  State,  without  regard  to  denomination  or  political 
preference,  have  referred  to  him  and  his  qualifications  for  that 
high  place  in  terms  of  unconditional  praise  and  commendation. 
You  well  know  that  I  have  known  him  intimately  for  many  years, 
and  knowing,  have  admired  and  esteemed  his  moral  worth,  his 
inward  life  of  pure  goodness,  and  his  outward  manifestation  of 
it.  Such  is  his  generosity  to  the  poor,  and  his  unbounded  public 
spirit  and  liberality,  that  with  the  largest  professional  income  in 
the  State,  and  living  in  the  most  economical  and  humble  style, 
he  has  not  accumulated,  and  as  long  as  misery  and  poverty  re¬ 
main  to  be  alleviated,  in  my  belief,  he  never  will  accumulate, 
more  than  a  bare  competency  in  life.  This  is  literally  so,  with¬ 
out  color  or  exaggeration.  It  is  as  notorious  in  this  State  that 
every  poor,  impoverished  man  finds  a  brother  in  General  Pierce 
as  any  other  fact.  This  is  the  secret  of  the  position  he  holds  in 
the  hearts  of  our  citizens.  His  great  talents  we  admire,  but  his 
private  character  and  universal  goodness  we  love. 

Among  his  characteristics  is  a  uniform  observance  of  the  Sab¬ 
bath,  founded  upon  a  steady  adherence  to  the  cardinal  doctrines 
of  Christianity.  While  in  the  army,  I  well  recollect  he  never 
ailed  on  the  Sabbath  to  parade  his  command,  and  in  the  absence 
of  the  chaplain,  or  other  suitable  person,  to  cause  service  and 
prayers  to  be  read  in  their  hearing. 

Yours  truly, 


T.  J.  WHIPPLE. 
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WILLIAM  E.  KING. 

Rufus  King  is  n,  native  of  North  Carolina.  He  was 
Lorn  on  the  7th  of  April,  178G.  His  father,  William  King,  was  a 
planter,  in  independent  circumstances,  whose  ancestors  came  from 
the  north  of  Ireland,  and  -were  among  the  early  settlem  on  James 
river,  in  the  colony  of  Virginiiu  lie  was  highly  esteemed  for 
his  many  virtues,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  State  conven¬ 
tion  which  adopted  the  Federal  constitution.  The  mother  of  Mr. 
King  was  descended  from  a  Huguenot  family,  which  had  been 
driven  from  France  by  the  revocation  of  the  edict  of  Nantz. 

William  Rufus  King  received  his  education  at  the  University 
of  Nor  til  Carolina,  to  which  he  was  sent  at, the  early  age  of  twelve 
years.  On  leaving  that  institution,  where  his  attention  to  his 
studies,  and  uniformly  correct  and  gentlemanly  deportment,  had 
commanded  the  respect  and  regard  of  his  fellows,  and  the  appro¬ 
bation  of  the  professors,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  William 
Duffy,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  residing  in  the  tovm  of  Fayette¬ 
ville,  North  Carolina,  and,  in  the  autumn  of  1805,  obtained  a 
liccn.se  to  practice  in  the  superior  courts  of  .the  State.  In  1800, 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  the  State,  from  the 
county  of  Sampson,  in, which  he  w^as  born.  He  was  again  elected, 
the  year  following,  bnt,  on  the  meeting  of  the  legislature,  he  was 
chosen  solicitor  by  that  body,  and  resigned  his  seat.  Colonel 
King  continued  in  the  practice  qf  his  profession,  until  he  was 
elected  a  member  of  Congress,  from  the  Wilmington  district, 
which  took  place  in  August,  1810,  when  he  w'as  but  little  more 
than  twenty-four  years  of  age;  but,  as  his  predecessor’s  term 
did  not  expire  before  tlie  4th  JMarch,  1811,  Qjlonel  King  did 
not  take  liis  seat  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  until 
the  autumn  of  that  year,  being  the  first  session  of  the  XII. 
Congress.  This  was  a  most  important  period  in  the  history 
of  the  country.  The  governments  of  England  and  Franco 
had  for  years  rivaled  each  other  in  acts  destructive  of  the  neu¬ 
tral  rights,  and  ruinous  to  the  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Every  effort  had  been  made,  but  in  vain,  to  procure  an  abandon- 
xnent  of  orders  in  councils,  on  the  one  hand,  and  decrees  on  the 
other,  which  had  nearly  cut  up  the  commerce  of  the  country  by 
the  roots,  and  a  large  majority  of  the  people  felt  that,  to  submit 
longer  to  such  gross  violations  of  their  rights,  as  a  neutral  nation, 
would  be  degrading,  and  they  called  upon  their  government  to 
protect  those  rights,  even  at  the  hazard  of  a  war.  In  this  state 
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of  things,  Colonel  King  took  his  seat  in  the  liouse  of  Represent 
atives,  and  unhesitatingly  ranged  himself  on  the  side  of  the  bold 
and  patriotic  spirits  in  that  body,  who  had  determined  to  repel 
aggression,  come  from  what  quarter  it  might,  and  to  maintain  the 
rights  and  the  honor  of  the  country.  The  withdrawal  of  the 
Berlin  and  Milan  decrees,  by  France,  while  England  refused  to 
abandon  her  orders  in  council^  put  an  end  to  all  hesitation  as  to 
which  of  those  powers  should  be  met  in  deadly  strife.  In  June, 
1812,  war  was  declared  against  England,  Mr.  King  advocating 
and  voting  for  the  declaration.  He  continued  to  represent  his 
district  in  Congress  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  sustaining, 
with  all  his  power,  every  measure  deemed  necessary,  to  enable 
the  government  to  prosecute  it  to  a  successful  termination ;  and 
not  until  the  rights  of  the  country  were  vindicated  and  secured, 
and  peace  restored  to  the  land,  did  he  feel  at  liberty  to  relinquish 
the  highly  responsible  position  in  which  his  confiding  constituents 
had  placed  him.  In  the  spring  of  181 G,  Colonel  King  resigned 
his  seat  in  the  House  of  Representatives,  and  accompanied  Wm. 
Pinckney,  of  Maryland,  as  Secretary  of  Legation,  first  to  Naples, 
and  then  to  St.  Petersburg,  to  which  courts  Mr.  Pinckney  had 
been  appointed  Minister  Plenipotentiary.  Colonel  King  remained 
abroad  not  quite  two  years,  having,  in  that  time,  visited  the 
greater  portion  of  Europe,  making  himself  acquainted  with  the 
institutions  of  the  various  governments  and  the  condition  of  their 
people.  On  his  return  to  the  United  States,  he  determined  to 
move  to  the  Territory  of  Alabama,  which  determination  he  canded 
into  effect  in  the  winter  of  1818-19,  and  fixed  his  residence  in 
the  county  of.  Dallas,  where  he  still  resides.  A  few  months  after 
Colonel  King  arrived  in  the  territory.  Congress  having  author¬ 
ized  the  people  to  form  a  constitution  and  establish  a  State  Gov¬ 
ernment,  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  convention.  Colonel 
King  was  an  active,  talented  and  influential  member  of  that  body, 
M'as  placed  on  the  committee  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution, 
and  was  also  selected,  by  the  general  committee,  together  with 
Judge  Taylor,  now  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  Judge  Henry 
Hitchcock,  now  no  more,  to  reduce  it  to  form,  in  accordance  with 
the  principles  and  provisions  previously  agreed  on.  This  duty 
they  performed  in  a  manner  satisfactory  to  the  committee.  The 
constitution  thus  prepared  was  submitted  to  the  convention,  and 
adopted,  with  but  slight  alterations. 

On  the  adjournment  of  the  convention,  Eolonel  King  returned 
to  his  former  residence,  in  North  Carolina,  where  most  of  his 
property  still  was,  and,  having  made  his  arrangements  for  its  re¬ 
moval,  set  out  on  his  return  to  Alabama.  On  reaching  Milledge- 
ville,  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  he  received  a  letter  from  Governor 
Bibb,  of  Alabama,  informing  him  that  he  had  been  elected  a 
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Senator  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  that  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  his  election  had  been  transmitted  to  tlie  city  of  Wash¬ 
ington.  This  was  the  first  intimation  v/hich  Colonel  King  had 
that  his  name  even  had  been  presented  to  the  legislature  for  that 
high  position,  and,  injuriously  as  it  would  afiect  his  private  inter¬ 
ests,  in  the  then  condition  of  his  affairs,  he  did  not  hesitate  to 
accept  the  honor  so  unexpectedly  conferred  upon  him,  and,  leav¬ 
ing  his  people  to  pursue  their  way  to  Alabama,  he  retraced  his 
steps,  and  reached  'the  city  of  Washington  a  few  days  before  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  His  colleague,  the  Honorable  John  W. 
Walker,  had  arrived  before  him. 

Alabama  was  admitted  as  a  State,  and  her  Senators,  after 
taking  the  oath  to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
were  required  to  draw  for  their  term  of  service,  when  Major 
Walker  drew  six  years,  and  Colonel  King  four.  At  the  time  that 
Alabama  became  a  State  of  the  Union,  the  indebtedness  of  her 
citizens  for  lands,  sold  by  the  United  States,  imder  what  was 
jtnown  as  the  credit  system,  was  nearly  twelve  millions  of  dollars. 
It  was  perfectly  apparent  that  this  enormous  sum  could  not  be 
paid,  and  that  an  attempt  to  enforce  the  payment  could  only  re¬ 
sult  in  ruin  to  her  people.  Congress  became  satisfied  that  the 
mode  heretofore  adopted,  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  domain, 
was  wrong,  and  a  law  was  passed,  reducing  the  minimum  price 
from  two  to  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  the  acre,  with  cash 
payments.  This  diange  was  warmly  advocated  by  our  Senators, 
Walker  and  King. 

At  the  next  session,  a  law  was  passed,  authorizing  the  purchas¬ 
ers  of  public  lands,  under  the  credit  system,  to  relinquish  to  the 
government  a  portion  of  their  purcliase,  and  to  transfer  the  amount 
paid  on  the  part  relinquished,  so  as  to  make  complete  payment 
,on  the  part  retained.  At  a  subsequent  session,  another  law  was 
passed,  authorizing  the  original  purchasers  of  the  lands  so  relinr 
quished  to  enter  them  at  a  fixed  rate,  much  below  the  price  at 
which  they  had  been  originally  sold.  To  the  exertions  of  Senators 
King  and  Walker,  Alabama  is  mainly  indebted  for  the  passage  of 
these  laws,  which  freed  her  citizens  from  the  heavy  debt  which 
threatened  to  overwhelm  them  with  ruin,  and  also  enabled  them 
to  secure  their  possessions  upon  reasonable  terms. 

Colonel  King  was  elected  senator  in  1823,  in  1828,  in  1884, 
and  in  1840.  His  firm  but  conciliatory  course  insured  for  him 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  Senate,  and  he  was  repeatedly 
chosen  to  preside  over  that  body,  as  president,  j)ro.  tem.^  the 
duties  of  which  position  he  discharged  in  a  manner  so  satisfactory, 
that,  at  the  close  of  each  session,  a  resolution  was  adopted  with¬ 
out  a  dissenting  voice,  tendering  him  the  thanks  of  the  body  for 
the  ability  and  impartialitv  with  which  he  had  discharged  those 
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duties.  In  the  spring  of  1844,  Colonel  'King  was  offered  the 
situation  of  Minister  to  Kranco,  which  he  declined,  as  he  had,  on 
prc.vions  occasions,  refused  to  accept  other  diplomatic  situations, 
which  had  been  tendered  to  him,  preferring,  as  he  declared,  to  be 
a  Senator  from  Alabama  to  any  office  which  could  be  conferred 
on  him  by  the  General  Go.vernment.  At  this  time,  the  proposi¬ 
tion  for  the  annexation  of  Texas  was  pending,  and  there  was  but 
too  much  reason  to  believe  that  the  British  government  was 
urging  that  of  France  to  unite  with  her  in  the  protest  against  such 
annexation.  It  was,  therefore,  of  the  highest  importance  to  pre¬ 
vent,  if  possible,  such  joint  protest,  as,  should  it  be  made,  must 
have  inevitably  resulted  in  producing  hostilities  with  one  or  both 
of  these  powers ;  for  no  one,  for  a  moment,  believed  that  the 
goyernment  of  the  United  States  would  be  deterred  from  carrying 
out  a  measure  which  she  considered  essential  to  her  interests, 
from  any  apprehension  of  consequences  which  might  result  from 
any  combination  of  the  powers  of  Europe.  Colonel  King  was  a 
decided  advocate  of  the  annexation  of  Texas,  and,  when  urged  by 
the  President,  and  many  of  his  friends  in  Congress,  to  accept  the 
mission,  he  consented,  under  these  circumstances,  to  give  up  his 
seat  in  the  Senate.  Colonel  King,  feeling  the  importance  of 
prompt  action,  did  not  even  return  to  his  home,  to  arrange  his 
private  affairs,  but  repaired  at  once  to  New  York,  and  took  pas¬ 
sage  for  Havre.  Arriving  in  Paris,  ho  obtained  an  audience  of 
the  King,  presented  his  credentials,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
object  of  his  mission.  After  frequent  conferences  with  the  King 
of  the  French,  who  had  kindly  consented  that  he  might  discuss 
the  subject  with  him,  without  going  through  the  usual  routine  of 
communicating  through  the  foreign  office.  Colonel  King  succeeded 
in  convincing  his  majesty  that  the  contemplated  protest,  while  it 
would  not  arrest  the  proposed  annexation,  would  engender  on  the 
minds  of  the  American  people  a  feeling  of  hostility  toward 
France,  which  would  operate  most  injuriously  to  the  interests  of 
both  countries,  now  united  by  the  closest  bonds  of  friendship ; 
and  his  majesty,  ultimately,  declared  that  “  he  would  do  nothing 
hostile  to  the  United  States,  or  which  could  give  to  her  just  cause 
of  offense.”  The  desired  object  was  accomplished.  England  was 
not  in  a  condition  to  act  alone,  and  all  idea  of  a  protest  was 
abandoned.  Colonel  King  remained  in  Erance  until  the  autumn 
of  184G,  dispensing  a  liberal  hospitality  to  his  countrymen  and 
others,  and  receiving  from  those  connected  with  the  government, 
and  a  large  circle  of  the  most  distinguished  individuals  in  Paris, 
the  kindest  attention.  He  returned  to  the  United  States  in  No 
vember,  184G,  having  requested  and  obtained  the  permission  of 
the  President  to  resign  his  office. 

In  1848,  the  Hon.  Arthur  P.  Bagby  was  appointed  Ministei 
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Plenipotentiary  to  Knssia,  and  resigned  liis  seat  ia  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States.  Colonel  King  was  appointed,  hy  the  Governor 
of  Alabama,  to  fill  the  vacancy  thus  created;  and,  in  1849,  the 
term  for  M’hich  he  was  appointed  having  expired,  he  Mais  elected 
by  the  Legislature  fora  full  term,  of  six  years.  In  1850,  on  the 
death  of  General  Taylor,  the  President  of  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Pillmore,  the  Viee-President,  succeeded  to  that  high  office,  and 
Colonel  King  was  chosen,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  Senate, 
President  of  that  body,  which  places  him  in  the  second  highest 
office  in  the  government.  Colonel  King  has  ever  been  a  decided 
republican,  of  the  Jeffersonian  school.  He  has,  during  his  whole 
political  life,  opposed  the  exercise  of  implied  powers  on  the  part 
of  the  General  Government,  unless  palpably  and  plainly  neces¬ 
sary,  to  carry  into  effect  an  expressly  granted  pow'er,  firmly  im¬ 
pressed  with  the  belief,  as  he  has  often  declared,  that  the  security 
and  harmony,  if  not  the  very  existence  of  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment,  was  involved  in  adhering  to  a  strict  construction  of  the 
constitution. 

In  all  the  relations  of  life.  Colonel  King  has  maintained  a  spot¬ 
less  reputation ;  his  frank  and  confiding  disposition,  his  uniform 
courtesy  and  kindness  has  endeared  him  to  numerous  friends,  and 
commanded  for  him  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all  who  have 
had  the  pleasure  of  his  acquaintance. 

Colonel  King  is  about  six  feet  high,  remarkably  erect  in  figure, 
and  is  well  proportioned.  Brave  and  chivalrous  in  his  character, 
his  whole  bearing  impresses  even  strangers  with  the  conviction 
that  they  are  in  the  presence  of  a  finished  gentleman.  His  fine 
colloquial  powers,  and  the  varied  and  extensive  information  which 
he  possesses,  render  him  a  most  interesting  companion. 


THE  WHIG  NOMINATION  AND  PLATFORM. 

The  Whigs  at  Baltimore  have  finished  their  work  as  none  but 
Whigs  can,  by  a  surprisingly  magnanimous  sacrifice  of  every 
thing  they  came  to  maintain,  and  a  not  less  surprisingly  generous 
adoption  of  all  they  professed  to  hate.  The  Southern  Wdiigs 
called  vehemently  for  the  principle  of  non-intervention  for  a  plat¬ 
form,  a  platform  so  high  that  General  Scott  could  not  stand  on 
it  without  turning  giddy,  and  so  sharp-edged  that  he  must  infal¬ 
libly  be  cut  in  two  if  he  lost’  his  balance  and  fell,  for  the  Southern 
Whigs  wanted  none  of  Scott.  The  Northern  Whigs,  on  their 
side,  wanted  neither  principles  nor  platform ;  they  w'anted  Scott 
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to  live  and  be  President  for  their  sake,  and  they  knew  that  prin 
ciples  and  platforms  were  not  for  his  health.  The  Southern  W  higs 
swore  before  heaven  and  earth  that  nothing  would  do  but  their 
platform,  and  a  sure  man  on  it;  the  Northern  Whigs  vowed 
such  an  elevation  would  be  the  death  of  their  darling,  and  they 
would  die  themselves  before  his  feathers  and  brains  should  bo 
exposed  on  this  deadly  Southern  elevation.  Thus  it  stood  for 
days,  and  some  fancied  that  in  pure  desperation  the  Whigs  would 
depart  from  their  old  usages,  and  concentrate  upon  some  man 
of  tried  worth,  fair  talents,  and  known  principles.  The  very 
idea  frightened  them  into  terms.  Never  could  they  hope  for 
victory  with  a  man  and  creed  to  lead  the  battle ;  they  had  no 
faith  in  miracles;  they  had  won  occasionally  with  fife,  drum, 
and  feathers,  and  nobody  could  show  more  of  these  than  General 
Scott.  The  hostile  parties  saw,  and  were  convinced.  The 
Southern  Whigs  took  down  Scott  at  one  bite,  without  wincing — 
spur,  plume,  epaulettes,  and  all  the  arguments  they  had  ever 
used  against  him — as  if  it  were  the  sweetest  confectionary ;  while 
the  Northern  men  embraced  the  hated  platform  as  if  they  were 
used  to  principles,  and  these  were  the  desired  of  their  hearts. 
After  this,  it  only  remained  to  name  a  Vice-President,  and  appoint 
a  dry-nurse  committee  to  watch  over  their  nominee.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  dry-nurse  to  see  that  he  behaves  properly  before 
strangers,  don’t  contradict  himself  to  every  new  questioner, 
write  naughty.  Native- American  letters,  or  tear  down  the  plat¬ 
form  to  which  he  is  tied,  like  a  restive,  over-grown  baby  to  its 
wicker  chair.  The  nurse-committee  will  have  an  anxious  time 
of  it;  but  they  trust  a  good  deal  to  the  drum,  and  making  a 
noise  generally,  for  keeping  him  and  the  people  good-natured 
with  each  other. 

The  platform  is  a  rather  insecure  piece  of  patchwork,  which 
the  Democrats  will  Pierce  through  and  through  at  the  first 
broadside.  All  the  good  timber  in  it  they  have  stolen  from  us, 
and  we  cannot  allow  our  good  New  England  pine  and  excellent 
Southern  live-oak  to  be  used  with  their  old  wood  and  rotten 
sticks,  in  such  a  construction.  When  we  take  back  our  own,  all 
that  is  left  will  be  a  broken  pile  of  rubbish. 

We  must  leave  the  dissection  of  the  platform  for  a  future 
day,  but  we  are  compelled  to  call  the  attention  of  the  ill-assorted 
crowd  who  have  rushed  upon  the  frail  thing  in  such  a  hurry,  to 
one  slight  but  significant  fact — the  people  of  the  South  will  not 
trust  the  man,  and  the  people  of  the  North  will  refuse  to  accept 
the  platform,  and  all  will  come  down  together  for  want  of  a 
proper  support.  It  is  painful  to  say  disagreeable  truths,  but  it 
must  be  done.  The  cheap,  independent  press,  the  organ  and 
representative  of  that  immense  mass  of  voters  who  will  support, 
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without  regard  to  party  lines,  their  favorite  man  or  measure,  is 
opposed  to  Scott.  It  went  for  Texas,  and  Texas  was  annexed ; 
it  indorsed  Taylor,  and  Taylor  was  President;  it  ignores  Scott, 
and  he  will  be  ignored  by  the  mass  of  no-party  voters.  This 
has  not  entered  into  the  Whig  calculations,  and  hitherto  has  stood 
unnoticed  and  in  silence  in  the  vacant  arena ;  but  now  that  the 
trumpets  have  sounded,  and  the  combatants  are  in  the  lists,  they 
will  find  an  unexpected  third  in  the  modest  but  potent  champion 
that  speaks  and  strikes  for  half  a  million  of  voters.  The  neutral 
press  cannot  be  counted  on  for  the  nominee  of  any  party,  but  it 
can  be  counted  on  as  the  great  third  estate  of  the  Union,  when 
a  popular  interest  is  at  stake.  When  the  independent  journals 
of  the  Union,  North  and  South,  raised  their  voices  aloud  and 
together  for  compromise  in  the  faith  and  spirit  of  the  Federal 
compact,  even  Webster,  the  slowest  of  conservatives,  though  the 
quickest  of  lawyers,  saw  the  time  had  come,  and  bowed  to  the 
popular  behest.  General  Scott  has  attempted  to  follow  this 
great  example,  but  he  does  it  as  a  clumsy  school-boy  dances  his 
first  waltz — in  a  very  awkward,  uneasy  way.  But  it  is  not  for 
that,  it  is  for  his  misconduct  about  Tehuantepec,  the  independent 
press  looks  so  coldly  on  Scott.  Many  true  and  noble  spirits 
doubted  what  was  best  in  those  stormy,  sectional  trials,  and  the 
Union  only  asks  of  her  children  to  be  true  to  the  truth  and  their 
motherland,  and  those  who  are  this  in  the  hour  of  her  need  she 
folds  to  her  heart  in  confidence ;  it  is  because  Scott  was  not  true 
and  faithful  to  the  highest  trust  ever  imposed  in  him,  that  the  peo¬ 
ple  and  the  people’s  press  will  not  trust  him  now.  Neither  is  it  for 
the  causes  which  led  Worth  and  Taylor  to  renounce  trust  in  him 
in  Mexico.  It  is  because  he  sold  the  honor  and  interest  of  his 
country  in  Mexico^  by  making  his  military  command  subservient 
to  the  wishes  and  speculations  of  a  brace  of  English  capitalistSy 
by  perverting  his  instructions,  and  using  our  public  funds  to  cany  „ 
out  their  planSy  and  deprive  the  United  States  of  the  most  precious 
results  of  the  war.  Many  causes,  but  most  the  care  of  the  Whig 
administration  to  hide  such  misdeeds  from  the  public,  conspired 
to  keep  it  secret,  and  as  the  mischief  seemed  beyond  remedy, 
few  were  disposed  to  re-open  past  grievances.  By  a  singular 
chain  of  providential  causes,  the  great  interest  sold,  or  sacrificed, 
by  Scott  in  Mexico — and  its  value  to  our  Republic  excels  com¬ 
putation — is  again  about  to  come  before  the  American  Cabinet. 
In  self  preservation,  and  to  hide  past  sins,  Scott  and  his  party 
will  strain  every  nerve  to  suffocate  this  great  interest,  to  deny  its 
importance,  and  to  hide  its  true  history  from  the  people.  We 
can  give  but  the  outlines  now,  but  all  the  details  and  circum¬ 
stances  will  soon  appear  at  length. 

The  necessity  of  a  highway  to  the  Pacific  occupied  the  atten- 
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tion  of  Mr.  Polk’s  Cabinet  from  the  first.  We  owned  Oregon, 
and  hoped  for  California,  with  believing  forethought;  and  for  their 
sake,  for  the  sake  of  the  whale  fishery,  and  for  many  other  con¬ 
siderations  of  national  importance,  it  was  a  vital  requirement 
that  we  should  have  a  short  and  commandable  sea-route  to  our 
Pacific  possessions.  The  map  of  North  America  w'as  unrolled 
on  the  President’s  table,  and  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  struck 
every  eye.  Commodore  Perry — for  our  highest  officers,  both  of 
the  army  and  navy  were  called  to  receive  instructions — detected 
at  once  the  naval  and  commercial  value  of  its  position.  The  finger 
of  heaven  had  almost  severed  the  bar  between  the  oceans  at  the 
point  most  favorable  to  our  great  and  growing  United  States. 
But  a  little  the  other  side  of  Vera  Cruz,  opening  securely  into 
our  own  Gulf  of  Mexico,  where  it  w’ould  ahvays  lay  under  the 
protection  of  the  guns  of  our  own  steam  marine,  shortening,  by 
fifteen  hundred  or  tw'o  thousand  miles,  the  distance  of  transit, 
and  enabling  the  luxuries  of  peace  or  the  munition  of  war  to 
pass  from  New  Orleans  to  San  Francisco  in  fifteen  days,  or  even 
less,  on  a  strict  emergency.  The  gallant  and  experienced  Perry 
seized  on  its  importance  at  once,  but  Scott  had  to  be  drilled  into 
it  with  so  much  effort  that  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  asked  him 
if  he  had  ever  studied  geography.  In  the  course  of  the  war, 
Perry  enriched  the  country  with  some  accurate  surveys  and  much 
judicious  information;  but  Scott  did  nothing  but  give  it  all  away. 
When  peace  w^as  negotiated,  he  w^as  charged  to  so  conduct  his 
military  movements  as  to  aid  the  Commissioner  in  enforcing 
the  cession  to  us  of  the  right  of  way  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehu¬ 
antepec,  that  we  might  not  remain,  in  case  of  war,  at  the  mercy 
of  England  at  Panama  and  Nicaragua..  His  private  instruc¬ 
tions  were  full  and  precise ;  he  was  warned  not  to  be  put  off 
with  the  evasions  and  interference  of  British  officials;  yet  the 
first  thing  he  did  'was  to  go  to  Mackintosh,  the  British  Consul,  and 
the  notorious  enemy  of  the  Americans,  and  lay  before  him  the 
entire  plans  of  his  government,  even  to  the  terms  of  peace,  and 
there  in  the  banking-house  of  Mackintosh,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
another  faithless  servant  of  the  United  States,  struck  from  the 
treaty  its  most  precious  and  important  clause — the  right  of  a 
highway  to  the  Pacific.  They  even  had  the  boldness  to  insert 
another  in  its  stead,  securing  to  one  M‘Namara,  the  silent  part¬ 
ner  of  Mackintosh  in  this  transaction,  several  millions  of  acres 
of  the  best  land  in  California ;  and  thus,  by  one  daring  erasure, 
was  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  lost  to  us,  and  such  another 
sacrifice  is  not  recorded  in  the  history  of  Christendom.  This 
will  be  denied  or  evaded ;  but  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  nail 
this  betrayal  of  duty  on  his  forehead,  and  General  Scott  must 
wear  our  label  of  '‘'■Faithless  to  his  country's  interests^ 
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THE  DEMOGEATTC  HOMIISrEES. 

The  nomination  of  Pierce  and  King  has  been  hailed  by  the 
Democratic  party  from  North  to  South  and  from  East  to  West 
with  unexampled  enthusiasm,  and  is  regarded  every  where  as  a 
sure  pledge  of  the  triumph  of  the  Democratic  principles  in  the 
present  campaign.  The  old  Whig  leaders  are  struck  with  cons¬ 
ternation  at  the  perfect  union  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  the 
Whig  press  has,  in  desperation,  resorted  to  its  old  weapon  of  lies 
against  the  People’s  candidate,  and  the  People’s  party,  as  the 
only  hopeful  logic  and  rhetoric  for  them  to  fly  to  in  this  day  of 
trial.  They  behold,  again,  in  the  union,  principles,  and  patrio¬ 
tism  of  the  Democratic  party  the  bold  front  and  out-speaking 
honesty  that  distinguished  its  councils  under  the  lead  of  Jackson 
in  1828.  They  know  that  this  party,  united  again,  may  set  at 
defiance  all  factions  and  all  fanaticism,  and  will  strike  the  chord 
of  sympathy  that  vibrates  through  the  universal  heart  of  the 
masses.  The  Democratic  nominee  for  President  has  been  selected 
from  a  State  that  has  ever  been  distinguished  for  its  faithful  ad¬ 
herence  to  the  great  Jeffersonian  doctrine  principle.  And  Gen. 
Pierce,  of  all  its  gallant  sons,  has  been  the  most  unswerving  and 
eloquent  champion  of  its  glorious  national  platform.  He  is  not 
only  a  man  of  genius  and  eloquence,  but  he  is  also  an  able  and 
prudent  statesman,  and,  above  all,  he  is  an  honest  man.  His 
bitterest  enemy  would  not  dare  to  assail  his  integrity.  Even  the 
Manchester  Whig.,  N.  H.,  in  speaking  of  his  nomination,  says, — 
“  He  Ts  without  doubt  one  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  Democratic 
party.  There  are  few  men  who,  in  their  general  demeanor,  and 
intercourse  among  men,  exert  a  stronger  personal  influence  than 
he.”  It  is  as  a  patriot,  as  an  able  statesman,  and  as  an  incor¬ 
ruptible  champion  of  the  Democratic  principle,  that  Gen.  Pierce 
has  been  nominated  for  the  Presidential  chair.  For,  while  he 
has  evinced  little  taste  for  mere  professional  politics,  every  act 
of  his  public  life  has  shown  him  to  be  a  thorough  and  consistent 
statesman  of  the  Jefferson  and  Jackson  order.  There  is  the  ring 
of  true  mettle  in  him.  Even  his  earliest  political  career  showed 
that  he  perfectly  understood  what  was  so  ably  demonstrated  by 
the  subtle  and  comprehensive  genius  of  Machiavel,  that  no  gov- 
•ernment  can  be  lasting  which  is  not  kept  as  near  as  possible  to 
its  first  principles,  to  its  strict  constitutional  basis.  He  saw 
clearly  enough  that  laws  and  forms  are  weak  barriers  against  the 
encroaching  spirit  of  ambition  and  sectionalism  wherever  too 
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wide  a  latitude  is  given  to  the  construction  of  constitutional  law. 
He  has  uniformly  advocated  that  political  philosophy  which 
seeks  to  defend  property  without  oppressing  the  poor,  and  which 
enables  government  to  preserve  its  own  authority  without  anni¬ 
hilating  the  privileges  of  its  subjects.  The  centralizing  and  cor¬ 
rupting  power  of  Whiggery  has  found  in  him  an  uncompromising 
foe,  while  the  diffusive  spirit  of  Democracy,  and  the  Cixuse  of 
the  masses,  have  had  the  faithful  service  of  his  wisdom  and  his 
eloquence.  No  man  in  this  nation  is  worthier  of  the  confidence 
of  the  People,  and  of  the  faith  of  the  Democratic  party  than  Gen. 
Pierce. 

The  nominee  for  Vice-President,  W.  R.  King,  of  Alabama,  is 
also  one  of  the  worthiest  of  the  worthy  champions  and  veterans 
of  American  Democracy.  He  has  had  more  experience  as  a 
Senator  of  the  United  States  than  any  man  living,  except  his 
great  cotemporary,  Henry  Clay.  His  ability,  his  patriotism,  and 
his  integrity  stand  unquestioned  before  the  American  people, 
and,  if  his  life  is  spared,  they  will  proclaim  with  a  loud,  over¬ 
whelming  voice  that  he  shall  be  Vice-President  of  the  United 
States. 


WHO  ARE  ‘‘OLD  FOGIES?’^ 

An  adopted  citizen,  a  humorous  son  of  the  Emerald  Isle,  where 
wit  is  a  natural  growth,  like  the  shamrocks,  used  in  his  speeches 
to  call  those  who  opposed  the  acquisition  of  Texas  and  fought 
against  cheap  postage,  old  Foggy-heads.  The  word,  shortened 
down  to  fogy”  and  “  fogiedom,”  meant  the  kingdom  of  short¬ 
sighted,  misty  heads,  who  could  never  see  the  proper  value  of 
causes  and  effects,  to  whose  bewildered  eyes  the  reduction  of 
postage  looked  like  a  general  crash  of  finance,  and  the  light  of  a 
new  star  in  our  banner,  like  a  terrific  conflagration  of  the  ship  of 
state.  Fogiedom  is  the  territory  of  the  Whigs,  and  we  grieve 
to  see  some  noble,  but  rash  and  careless  spirits  of  our  own  young 
America  think  of  adding  that  barren  waste  to  our  domain. 
Fogies  and  Fogiedom  belong  to  the  Whigs,  and  we  covet  nothing 
that  is  legitimately  theirs;  neither  their  corrupt  “luminaries,” 
their  windy  “  heroes,”  their  bargainitig  Conventions,  that  break 
the  bargain  before  it  is  three  days  old,  nor  their  sandy  desert  of 
Zahara,  in  which  no  principles  grow  but  the  principle  of  monop- 


WHO  ARE  “OLD  FOGIES?” 


37 


oly,  a  bitter  herb  that  turns  the  sweat  and  blood  of  the  working 
man  into  gold  for  the  rich  man’s  colTers.  Young  America  should 
recollect  that  this  miserable  province  of  Fogiedom  is  not  and 
cannot  be  within  the  green  and  fertile  limits  of  Democracy,  and 
that  it  is  most  unkind,  most  unwise,  and  most  ungrateful  to 
banish  to  its  dreary  solitudes  the  old  and  faithful  champions  of 
the  party,  who  bravely  battled  for  the  right  over  the  cradles  of 
these  young  standard-bearers.  With  high  courage  and  noble  in¬ 
tellect,  with  open  purse  and  ready  hand,  they  bore  for  us  the 
heat  and  burden  of  the  day,  and  slept  not,  faltered  not,  until  they 
made  the  way  clear  to  our  steps,  the  path  open  to  our  eyes.  Let 
not  us,  the  heirs  of  their  hard-won  laurels,  imitate  the  ungracious 
example  of  the  Whigs,  who  repay  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  bril¬ 
liant  and  faithful  service-  by  exiling  Henry  Clay,  and  giving  the 
wages  of  his  service  to  Taylor,  a  man  they  never  heard  of  before ; 
let  them  reward  such  as  Fillmore  for  his  noble  maintenance  of 
the  Constitution  and  their  party  honor  by  stripping  him  of  his 
rank  ;  the  Democracy  have  no  use  for  such  an  example.  Neither 
the  intent,  the  word,  nor  the  province  of  Fogiedom  belongs  to  it^ 
and  we  leave  the  ungrateful,  ungracious  thing  henceforth  and  for 
ever  to  the  sole  use  and  keeping  of  its  rightful  ownera,  the  Whigs. 
We  know  it  not ;  we  only  know  that  in  the  glorious  days  of  our 
old  chieftains,  our  gallant  ship  never  vailed  top-sail,  but  under 
their  guidance  held  on  her  course  to  victory  through  storm  and 
night.  Federalism,  monopolies,  and  tariffs  could  not  prevail 
while  those  true  and  steady  old  leaders  grasped  the  helm.  It 
was  only  when  the  enemy  could  throw  discord  or  introduce  mu¬ 
tiny  among  them  that  her  colors  were  ever  lowered  to  the  foe. 
Now  they  are  nailed  to  the  mast,  nailed  and  clinched  with  firm, 
unyielding  iron  principles,  and  there  they  will  float  in  triumph  as 
we  sail  victoriously  past  that  sterile,  unhealthy  sand-bar  of  Fogie¬ 
dom.  The  Whigs  shall  not  lure  us  to  wreck  our  noble  craft  on 
its  barren  shore,  nor  leave  upon  it  one  of  our  honored  passengers,  « 
though,  as  it  sinks  from  sight  in  the  far  distance,  we  will  send 
back  a  sigh  of  pity  for  the  band  of  illustrious  exiles  grouped 
around  Clay  and  Fillmore,  who  are  now  imprisoned  there  by  the 
blind  injustice  of  the  Whigs. 
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The  Evening  Express^  the  national  Whig  organ  of  this  city, 
says  that  Scott’s  nomination  was  procured  by  those  who  are 
“  stimulated  by  hate  to^  and  misrepresented  of  other  men,  and  in 
the  desire  rather  to  secure  a  personal  triumph  than  a  Whig  vic¬ 
tory.^'  Nobody  doubts  the  truth  of  this  statement ;  and  let  us 
inquire  what  will  be  the  character  of  the  Administration  and  the 
condition  of  the  country  if  Scott  should  be  elected.  Who  but 
his  friends,  the  demagogues  and  fanatics  who  procured  his  nomi¬ 
nation,  will  be  called  about  him  to  work  the  machinery  of  gov¬ 
ernment  1  The  topmost  of  his  capacity  would  be  to  sit  passive, 
contemplating  the  ruffles  of  his  own  shirt,  and  imitating  what  he 
once  called  the  “  superior  etiquette  of  foreign  courts,”  while  the 
men  who  placed  him  there  would  have  the  entire  management 
of  affairs  after  their  own  fashion.  He  has  been,  and  he  will  be, 
in  the  hands  of  as  corrupt  and  managing  a  set  of  factionists, 
fanatics,  and  demagogues  as  ever  shamed  the  devil  by  the  audac¬ 
ity  of  their  intrigues.  Tliese  men  yielded  a  seeming  assent  to  a 
kind  of  national  platform  for  the  sake  of  procuring  the  nomina¬ 
tion  of  Scott,  and  no  sooner  is  the  work  accomplished,  than  the 
Tribune,  the  chief  organ  of  Scott  and  Seward,  declares  it  simply 
ridiculous  to  suppose  that  Northern  Whigs  are  to  be  bound  by 
that  platform.  It  says:  “AZZ  this  is  alike  futile  and  preposterous ; 
we  defy  it,  execrate  it,  spit  upon  itP  It  adds :  “  The  existence  of 
slavery  in  this  land  is  the  darkest  stain  on  our  national  character. 
It  must  come  to  an  end.”  Will  the  Southern  Whigs  trust  such 
leaders  as  these,  who  break  good  faith  with  them  forty-eight 
hours  after  the  nomination  1  If  they  do  it,  they  will,  in  the  end, 
find  themselves  in  a  predicament  as  inglorious  as  the  despairing 
Macbeth,  when  he  exclaimed : 

“  Now  be  these  juggling  fiends  no  more  believed, 

'  That  palter  with  us  in  a  double  sense ; 

That  keep  the  word  of  promise  to  the  ear, 

And  break  it  to  the  hope.” 

The  Northern  National  Whigs,  who  know  the  rottenness  of  the 
entire  Scott  party,  are  caucusing  in  all  our  commercial  cities 
whether  they  shall  not  at  once  bolt  the  nomination,  and  redeem 
their  names  from  the  inevitable  ignominy  which  will  be  visited 
upon  them  if  they  consent  to  train  in  the  Scott  and  Seward 
ranks.  What  they  will  do,  does  not  yet  appear;  but  we  speak 
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what  we  know,  when  we  say  that  the  disaffection  and  the  mortifi¬ 
cation  at  the  nomination  of  Scott  is  of  a  character  that  burns 
deep  into  the  very  hearts  of  the  men  of  honor  in  the  Whig 
party.  Many  of  them  will  probably  make  up  their  minds  to 
give  some  kind  of  cold  support  to  the  nomination,  while  large 
numbers  will  stay  away  from  the  polls  altogether,  or  vote  for 
Pierce,  to  make  sure  the  defeat  of  the  demagogues  whom  they 
so  profoundly  hate. 


LYPJCS  OF  THE  PEOPLE.— Ho.  1. 

THE  CAUSE  OF  THE  FREE  AND  THE  BRAVE. 

Air — “Hail  to  the  Chief.” 

Hail  to  the  Chieftain,  whose  laurels  already 

Our  foemen  would  sever,  and  treat  with  disdain; 

But  the  Democracy,  serried  and  steady. 

Shout  from  the  Inland  all  round  to  the  Main — 

“Glory  has  decked  his  brow! 

Up  with  each  banner  now; 

Let  the  old  war-song  thrill  mountain  and  wave — 

Song  that  a  Jackson  met. 

Song  with  the  chorus  yet, 

“Hurrah  for  the  Cause  of  the  Free  and  the  Brave!” 

Nobly  we  fought  when  the  Whigs  were  all  rallied 
Around  their  foul  altars  of  Tariff  and  Bank  ; 

Fierce  from  New  Hampshire  to  Georgia  we  sallied, 

Till  every  foe  man  was  crushed  in  his  rank ! 

Lo  !  they  are  up  again. 

Armed  with  another  chain 
To  fetter  the  thoughts  that  our  Jefferson  gave ; 

But  they  are  boldly  met 
With  the  grand  chorus  yet, 

“Hurrah  for  the  Cause  of  the  Free  and  the  Brave!” 

True,  the  Aristocrats,  proud  and  vainglorious. 

Point  to  a  Scott  with  his  sabre  and  plume ; 

But  he  who  only  in  war  was  victorious. 

Ne’er  to  high  councils  of  State  should  presume. 

“  Feathers,”  and  “  Soup,”  and  “  Fuss,” 

They  cannot  frighten  us. 

We  have  a  Chief  great  with  pen  or  the  glaive ; 

So,  for  the  coming  rout. 

Democrats !  thunder  out, 

“Hurrah  for  the  Cause  of  the  Free  and  the  Brav 
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Lo !  from  their  homo  in  God’s  houses  of  glory, 

Washington,  Jefferson,  Warren  look  down; 

These  are  the  stars  of  Democracy’s  story ! 

These  ai‘e  the  souls  with  the  Patriot’s  crown ! 

Hark  !  how  they  cry  aloud, 

From  yonder  golden  cloud, 

“  Let  not  Ai'istocrats  crush  what  we  gave  !” 

Farhei*s!  ye  need  not  fear; 

Rest  in  your  shining  sphere! 

^Hurrah  for  the  Cause  of  the  Free  and  the  Brave!^ 
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DEMOCRATIC  BATTLE-HYMISr. 


Sturdy  and  strong  we  inarch  along, 

Millions  on  millions  of  freemen  bold : 

Rousing  the  dead  with  our  iron  tread — 

The  noble  dead  of  the  days  of  old  ! 

Shadows  they  come,  while  the  angry  drum 
And  the  trumpet  fierce  the  war-note  sound  : 
Calmly  and  solemn  marching  in  column, 

But  noiseless  their  feet  along  the  ground. 

Heading  the  lines,  where  our  standard  shines, 

A  banner  of  tire  to  daunt  the  foe  ; 

This  sacred  band,  from  the  unknown  land, 

Has  joined  our  ranks,  as  on  we  go. 

Far  in  the  van,  like  a  living  man. 

Rides  the  kingly  shade  of  a  Hero  gone. 

The  Chxeftaix-Sage  of  the  Her^'t -  e;;: . 

And  his  flaming  sword  waves — Gu  !  ..iarch  on  I 

He  speaks — and  along  our  serried  throng 
There  is  no  sound  but  of  tramping  feet : 

Like  the  hush  of  death  is  our  silent  breath  ; 

Even  our  hearts  forget  to  beat. 

“  Through  the  voiceless  gloom  of  the  silent  iomh 
Thundered  your  tread  o^er  the.  home  of  the  dead 
Piercing  the  sod,  like  the  voice  of  God  ! 

Calling  us  hither  to  march  at  your  head  I 

On  !  on  to  the  field  I  and  carved  on  your  shield, 
As  it  burns  on  your  banner,  your  battle-cry  he, 
For  the  People  and  God  !  so  the  trampled  sod 
Shall  be  the  grand  scene  of  your  victory  ! 

On  !  on  novo  !  march  on  !  to  die,  but  not  yield  ! 
For  God  and  the  People  and  Victory  I  ” 

On,  brothers  !  march  on  '.  the  field  shall  be  won ! 
The  dead  and  the  living  united  are  we  ! 

Millions  we  come  !  while  the  angry  drum 
Sounds  the  grand  march  of  victory  ! 

For  God  and  the  People  the  battle  shall  be  ! 

God  and  the  People  and  Victory  ! 

Washington,  June  9th,  1852. 


Anoell,  Engel  &  Hewitt,  Phinterb. 
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THE  WAY  THE  WHIG  CABINET  PKOTECTS 

aheeicajSt  citizens. 

This  Administration  persists  in  evading  a  duty  whicL 
^as  now  been  urged  upon  it  for  two  years.  The  frontier 
has  been  deluged  in  innocent  blood  by  Mexican  robbers, 
and  residents  on  oiu’  soil  have  been  carried  off  by  force 
and  enslaved  for  debt  in  Mexico  ;  yet  to  this  day  neither 
the  inhabitants  of  the  frontier  who  have  supplicated  his 
attention,  nor  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  which  has 
demanded  explanations,  have  been  able  to  make  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster  say  that  he  has  taken  a  single  step  to  prevent  the 
free-born  citizens  of  the  United  States  from  being  torn  from 
their  homes  and  sold  into  slavery  for  debt  in  Mexico.  This 
seems  almost  impossible,  yet  the  records  prove  it  true. 
He  refused  to  protect  om*  soil  and  sovereignty  when  it  was 
invaded,  and  closed  his  ears  to  the  appeals  of  our  injured 
citizens  and  oin*  violated  laws.  When  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States  called  upon  him  for  information,  he  sup¬ 
pressed  that  which  alone  could  explain  the  difficulty — his 
own  official  outlawry  of  our  border  settlers.  By  the 
laws  of  Mexico,  the  poor  can  be  sold  into  slavery  for  debt 
— a  slavery  so  harsh  and  stringent  that  the  dovn-troddea 
slave  cannot  compel  from  his  master  either  raiment,  shel¬ 
ter,  or  meat.  A  certain  measure  of  Indian  corn  per  week 
is  all  the  law  enforces,  and  thus  the  supply  of  the  merest 
necessaries  increases  the  debt;  the  servitude  becomes  per¬ 
petual;  and  finally  drags  into  it  the  helpless  wife  and 
children.  From  this  law  none  are  exempt.  Young  girls 
and  aged  men,  of  pure  white  blood,  are  often  subjected  to 
the  lash  under  this  system  of  bondage,  and  many  times 
for  debts  they  have  never  contracted.  The  tribunals  of 
Mexico  make  no  exception  in  favor  of  foreigners,  and  any 
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American  citizen  accused  of  debt  must  pay  or  bend  to  the 
yoke  of  servitude.  As  we  have  a  policy  peculiar  to  our¬ 
selves  of  abandoning  our  citizens  abroad  to  the  measure  of 
foreign  mercy,  we  must  pass  that  in  hopeless  silence ;  but 
it  was  thought  that  even  our  patient,  long-suffering  Gov¬ 
ernment  would  not  permit  them  to  invade  our  soil  at  will 
and  make  chattels  of  our  freemen.  I^o  other  government 
in  Christendom  is  meek  enough  to  submit  to  such  an  insult 
without  a  protest,  and  many  supposed  that  even  Daniel 
"Webster  would  have  the  patriotic  courage  to  interpose  an 
objection.  When  the  trial  came  we  learned  better. 
Among  many  similar  cases,  a  peaceful,  unoffending,  free¬ 
born  resident  on  our  soil  was  assailed  at  noon-day :  most 
brutally  treated;  had  his  hands  tied;  w*as  forced  on  a|^ 
boat ;  crossed  over  to  the  Mexican  side,  vainly  invoking, 
as  he  went,  the  protecting  majesty  of  the  Union,  and  there 
he  was  bound  on  a  horse  and  hurried  thirty  miles  into  the 
interior,  where,  if  living,  he  is  still  held  in  bondage  for  a 
debt  of  a  few  dollars — a  debt  mainly  incurred  for  food  and 
medicine  for  a  sick  wife  and  dying  child.  This  case  being 
clear  and  easily  authenticated,  was  laid  before  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State,  and  here  is  his  official  reply : 

‘‘Department  of  State, 

“  Washington,  Yith  Dec.^  1850. 

“  Sm :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  30th  ultimo,  with  the  accompanying  papers  relative 
to  the  abduction  of  Manuel  Kios,  from  Eagle  Pass,  in  Texas, 
in  September  last,  by  Dennis  Meade,  of  Piedras  Uegras,  in 
Mexico,  who  claimed  the  services  of  Kios,  as  a  Peon, 
under  the  law  of  the  Mexican  Kepublic. 

“  As  it  does  not  appear  that  any  officer  of  that  Kepublic 
was  concerned  in  the  abduction,  the  case  is  not  one  which 
would  warrant  an  application  to  the  Mexican  Government. 
If,  however,  Mr.  Meade  should  have  violated  any  law  of 
the  State  of  Texas,  the  authorities  of  that  State  can  cause 
him  to  be  prosecuted  therefor  whenever  he  may  be  found 
within  their  jurisdiction.  If^  aho^  Riofi  should  assert  that 
he  is  wrongfully  held  in  bondage  in  Mexico^  he  must  make 
good  his  claims  to  freedom  before  the  judicial  tribunals 
of  Mexico.  “  Your  obedient  servant, 

“Daniel  Webster.’' 
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Mr.  Webster  here  sets  down  as  naught,  when  demanded 
for  our  citizens  and  our  flag,  all  those  rights  of  sovereign 
domain  which  he  so  superlatively  defended  for  Spain 
against  our  citizens  in  the  case  of  Cuba.  Our  feeble  and 
far-extended  frontier  appealed  to  him  in  respectful  tones 
for  a  word  of  assertion  in  behalf  of  our  stars  and  our  peo- 
])le,  and  both  are  calmly  delivered  over  to  the  tribunals  of 
Mexico.  Not  even  the  great  luminary  of  American  law 
can  teach  us  to  believe  these  tribunals  have  paramount 
jurisdiction  over  the  sovereignty  of  our  soil:  tribunals 
claiming  that  which  we  will  never  consent  to  permit — the 
right  to  enslave  Mr.  Webster  if  he  comes  before  them  as 
a  debtor. 

The  outraged  and  indignant  citizens  of  the  frontier  were 
resolved  to  know  whether  the  Congress  and  people  of  the 
United  States  would  endorse  this  extraordinary  doctrine, 
and  their  representatives  were  requested  to  prosecute  the 
incjuiry.  The  Senate  called  for  inforiqation  as  to  what 
oflences  had  been  committed,  and  what  steps  the  Secretary 
of  State  had  taken  for  their  redress.  He  laid  before  it,  in 
reply,  one  single  case  of  abduction,  but  he  suppressed  the 
letter  of  reply,  which  we  now  publish,  and  in  its  stead 
told  the  Senate  (for  he  dared  not  reply  to  that  body  in  the 
bad  law  and  contemptuous  tone  which  he  thought  good 
enough  for  the  frontier  people)  that  he  had  addressed  the 
government  of  Mexico  on  the  subject.  His  correspond¬ 
ence  with  Mexico  has  never  been  seen  or  heard  of  yet ;  but 
if  it  exists  we  shall  see  it  soon  under  another  call  from  the 
Senate. 

After  waiting  a  long  time  in  vain  for  some  sign  of  care  * 
or  ])revention  on  the  part  of  the  Administration,  the  evil 
became  so  grievous  and  pressing — life,  liberty  and  property 
were  so  repeatedly  and  cruelly  despoiled  by  the  licensed 
marauders  of  Mexico,  that  the  appeal  was  renewed,  and 
this  time  it  was  made  directly  to  the  people  of  the  United 
States.  This  brought  out  a  new  trait  of  petty  evasion  in 
Mr.  Webster.  Instead  of  meeting  the  great  and  real  ques¬ 
tion  frankly  and  giving  it  a  manly  answer,  he  flies  from  it, 
and  replies  that  one  of  the  criminals  lives  on  this  side  of 
the  river,  and  he  may  be  brought  to  punishment.  Doubt-  , 
less  with  sufficient  efibrt  this  one  ofiender  might  be  chas¬ 
tised  ;  but  it  was  not  for  this  petty  retribution  the  people 
called  upon  the  officer  charged  with  the  care  of  defending 
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the  national  honor  in  our  foreign  relations.  He  was  ex¬ 
pected  to  vindicate  the  dignity  of  our  insulted  flag;  to 
recall  the  victims  forced  away  from  our  soil  by  lawless 
violence  back  to  their  desolate  homes ;  to  enforce  respect 
and  security  for  our  citizen  rights,  and  to  make  it  under¬ 
stood,  at  once  and  forever,  that  American  citizens  cannot 
be  enslaved  for  debt  by  Mexican  creditors.  Months  have 
rolled  into  years,  and  it  is  not  known  that — 'beyond  giving 
Ob  legal  ojginion  for  a  very  high  counsel  fee — Mr.  Webster 
has  ever  defended  the  person  or  j)roperty  of  an  American 
from  Mexican  aggression.  He  has  not  even  pressed  a 
treaty  of  extradition,  or  pointed  out  any  remedy  or  redress 
whatever  against  the  abduction  and  enslavement  of  our 
citizens. 

It  is  true  the  President  has  been  forced  to  admit  to 
Congress  that  “  disorders  and  outrages  are  committed  ov_ 
the  border,”  but  he  has  not  the  coui-age  and  honesty  to 
declare  that  he  will  defend  and  maintain  the  inviolability 
of  our  soil,  or  the  fights  and  liberties  of  our  citizens.  With 
truly  Whig  prudence,  he  fears  giving  to  the  world  a  decla¬ 
ration  of  principle,  as  if  it  were  a  beast  of  prey  that  would 
turn  and  rend  him.  But  patience ;  yet  a  little  while  and 
we  shall  have  an  Executive  that  will  dare  to  speak,  and  act 
too,  when  the  subjugation  of  the  laws,  territory  and  citi¬ 
zens  of  the  Union  to  bands  of  lawless  foreigners,  is  the 
question  in  issue. 


THE  QUESTIONS  AT  ISSUE. 

The  principal  questions  at  issue  between  the  Democratic 
and  Whig  parties,  in  the  pending  contest,  are  the  follow 
ing:— 

1.  Sectional  agitation. — ^The  Democratic  party  difiered 
in  opinion  as  to  the  best  mode  of  disposing  of  the  questions 
involved  in  what  is  termed  the  “  Compromise  measures.” 
Most  of  those  questions  have  passed  beyond  the  reach  of 
fixture  legislation.  The  others  have  been  settled  by  Con¬ 
fess— are  among  the  laws  of  the  laitd— and  the  constitu¬ 
tionality  of  the  one  most  likely  to  provoke  •  discussion  has 
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been  affirmed  by  the  Courts.  The  democratic  party  will 
acquiesce  in  this  disposition  of  these  questions.  But  a 
large  portion  of  the  wffiig  party  will  continue  this  sec¬ 
tional  agitation,  not  with  the  hope  of  procuring  any  modifi¬ 
cation  of  these  measures,  but  with  the  intention  of  thereby 
gaining  some  temporary  advantage  in  a  few  localities.  It 
will  show  itself  the  j)arty  of  needless  disturbance,  while 
the  democracy  will  prove  itself  the  party  of  peaceful  ac¬ 
quiescence. 

2.  State  Rights. — ^The  people  existed  before  the  states ; 
the  states  existed  before  the  union.  All  powers  not  ex¬ 
pressly  delegated  in  the  constitution  to  the  federal  govern¬ 
ment,  are  reserved  to  the  states,  respectively,  and  the  peo¬ 
ple.  By  holding  the  general  government  to  a  strict  con¬ 
struction  of  its  powers,  and  leaving  to  the  states  and  the 
people  the  exercise  of  all  powers  not  delegated  and  of  all 
doubtful  powers,  causes  'of  irritation  are  removed,  the 
states  are  permitted  without  molestation  to  regulate  their 
respective  internal  concerns,  the  union  is  cherished  by 
every  member  of  the  confederacy,  and  our  republic  be¬ 
comes  capable  of  expansion,  without  danger  of  dissolution, 
from  the  arctic  to  the  tropics,  till  it  embraces  within  its 
limits  peoples  as  widely  different  in  their  local  customs 
and  domestic  institutions  as  in  the  hue  of  their  complex¬ 
ions  and  the  temperature  of  their  climates.  One  of  the 
earliest  dividing  lines  between  the  republican  and  federal 
parties,  was  their  respective  modes  of  interpreting  the 
constitution.  The  former  favored  a  strict,  the  latter  a 
loose  interpretation.  The  democrats,  while  withholding 
from  the  federal  government  none  of  its  just  powers,* 
would  maintain  the  reserved  rights  of  the  states  and  the 
people.  The  whigs  would  clothe  the  general  government 
with  large  and  dangerous  powers,  hostile  to  the  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  states  and  the  liberties  of  the  people.  The 
democrats  favor  a  general  distribution  of  power;  the 
whigs,  its  centralised  consoKdation.  'No  friend  of  indi¬ 
vidual  and  municipal  freedom  will  hesitate  which  side  to 
take  in  such  a  contest. 

^  3.  Internal  Lrvprovements. — The  democracy  would  have 
the  national  government  expend  its  monies  in  improving 
all  such  harbors  and  rivers  as  the  necessities  of  “com¬ 
merce  with  foreign  nations  and  among  the  several  states’’ 
may  require.  All  other  internal  improvements  by  the 
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general  government  are  forbidden  by  the  constitution.  If 
desired,  tliey  should  be  constructed  by  the  states  or  the 
people.  The  whigs  favor  a  grand,  log-rolling,  expensive 
system  of  canal-digging  and  road-building,  to  be  prosecu¬ 
ted  for  the  benefit  of  favored  localities,  and  paid  for  out 
of  the  national  treasury,  thus  taxing  the  whole  people  for 
the  benefit  of  local  communities. 

4.  The  Tariff. — As  a  general  principle,  the  democratic 
party  holds  to  the  doctrine,  that  all  men  should  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  “  buy  in  the  cheapest  markets,  and  sell  in  the 
dearest,”  without  molestation  on  the  part  of  government. 
Eut,  while  we  have  a  large  public  debt  to  be  discharged, 
a  tamff  for  revenue  is  deemed  expedient.  AYe  would  not 
protect  one  class  of  men,  or  one  kind  of  business,  at  the 
expense  of  another.  On  the  other  hand,  the  whigs  advo¬ 
cate  a  high  tariff,  not  to  produce  revenue,  but  to  protect 
manufactures  to  the  detriment  of  commerce,  trade,  agri¬ 
culture,  and  other  branches  of  industry.  Always  afraid 
to  trust  the  people,  they  are  unwilling  to  open  a  fair  field 
of  competition,  and  leave  all  classes  to  take  care  of  them¬ 
selves. 

5.  The  Puhlio  Lands. — Our  immense  public  domain 
is  held  by  the  general  government  in  trust  for  the  w’hole 
people.  The  democracy  would  devote  portions  of  the  pro¬ 
ceeds  of  the  sales  of  this  domain  to  relieve  the  public  trea- 
sury.  If  any  lands  are  to  be  given  away,  they  would  give 
them  in  limited  quantities,  to  actual  settlers,  who  own  no 
other  lands,  and  who  will  live  upon  and  cultivate  them. 
The  whigs  would  distribute  the  proceeds  of  these  sales 
among  the  several  states,  where  they  are  not  needed,  or 
would  give  the  lands  themselves,  in  large  quantities,  to 
fancy  speculators  or  imaginary  railroads,  where  they 
would  be  worse  than  thrown  away. 

6.  A  United  States  Bank. — The  democratic  party  main¬ 
tains  the  doctrine,  that  the  public  officers  are  the  best 
guardians  of  the  public  moneys,  and  that  banking  should 
be  left  to  the  states  and  people.  Hence,  it  sustains  an 
independent  treasury,  and  repudiates  a  national  bank. 
Tlaough  the  whig  party  does  not  jprofess  to  favor  the  re- 
vival  of  a  national  bank,  yet,  with  the  history  of  the  Har¬ 
rison  campaign  and  the  27th  Congress  before  them,  the 
people  will  be  slow  to  believe  that  the  whigs  have  wholly 
abandoned  their  ancient  faith  as  to  the  necessity  of  a 
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“regulator  of  the  national  currency.”  Democrats  will 
not  be  again  duped  by  a  hard-cider  swindle. 

7.  Economy  and  Betrenchment. — Democrats  have  ever 
advocated  an  economical  administration  of  the  govern¬ 
ment,  retrenchment  in  the  public  expenditures,  and  the 
strict  accountability  of  those  who  collect  and  disburse  the 
public  funds.  The  whig  idea  of  government  is,  to  enrich 
office-holders,  jobbers  and  speculators  out  of  the  treasury. 
We  do  not  charge  the  party  with  unusual  dishonesty: 
though  the  Galphinism  and  Gardnerism  of  the  present  ad¬ 
ministration  have  severely  taxed  our  charity.  But  a  la¬ 
vish,  showy  and  munificent  outlay  of  the  public  money  is 
the  whig  beau-ideal  of  good  government.  The  leeches 
which  have  fastened  upon  the  treasury  during  four  yeai's 
of  whig  administration  should  be  choked  ofi*;  and  demo¬ 
cratic  hands  must  do  it. 

8.  Ehreign  Relations. — It  has  generally  been  left  to  the 
democratic  party  to  vindicate  the  honor  of  the  country  in 
its  intercourse  with  foreign  powers,  and  especially  to  de¬ 
fend  its  rights  in  time  of  war.  We  need  only  refer  to 
the  last  war  with  Great  Britain  and  the  recent  war  with 
Mexico,  in  proof  of  our  assertion.  The  administration  of 
our  foreign  affairs,  which  are  constantly  becoming  more 
intricate  and  delicate,  cannot  be  safely  entrusted  to  the 
party  that  sympathised  with  England  in  1812,  and  Mexico 
m  1846.  The  democracy  will  fulfil  all  treaty  stipulations, 
and  maintain  the  law  of  nations,  and  not  recklessly  in¬ 
volve  the  country  in  war;  while  at  the  same  time  it  will 
open  its  arms  to  receive  the  refugees  of  foreign  despotisms 
and  early  clothe  them  with  the  rights  of  citizenship  ;  and* 
it  will  behold  with  deep  sympathy  the  efforts  of  every 
oppressed  people  to  break  their  chains  and  achieve  tlieii 
independence,  and  will  not  be  regardless  of  their  right  to 
establish  such  form  of  government  as  they  shall  choose, 
undisturbed  by  the  hostile  interference  of  other  powers. 

In  this  enumeration  of  some  of  the  issues  now  pending 
between  the  democrats  and  the  whigs,  we  have  purposely 
refrained  from  mentioning  those  great  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  which  divide  them,  lying  deeper  than  the  coin})a- 
ratively  temporary  questions  we  have  noticed,  and  con¬ 
stituting  the  basis  of  the  difference  between  the  party  of 
reform  and  the  party  of  conservatism,  the  party  of  pro¬ 
gress  and  the  party  of  quiescence.  We  have  confined 
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ourselves  to  noting  tlie  more  obvious  issues  involved  in  the 
contest,  because  they  lie  on  the  sirnface  and  press  immedi¬ 
ately  upon  the  general  attention.  Shall  they  be  decided 
for  or  against  the  people  ? 


GEN.  PIERCE  IN  MEXICO. 

It  is  as  a  civilian,  as  a  man  of  tried  principles,  as  a  sagacious, 
patriotic  statesman,  and  an  incorruptible  Democrat,  that  Gen. 
Pierce  has  been  nominated  the  standard-bearer  of  the  great  Dem¬ 
ocratic  party.  It  is  not  the  drill  and  bloody  experience  of  a  sol¬ 
dier,  but  the  wisdom  and  purity  of  a  statesman,  that  can  fill  with 
honor  the  Presidential  chah  of  the  United  States.  And  although 
Gen.  Pierce  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  brave  and  far-seeing  sol¬ 
dier  when  his  country  needs  his  services  in  time  of  war,  we  should 
never  have  thought  of  claiming  for  his  ability  as  a  general,  the 
fitness  and  experience  which  can  alone  guide  with  safety  the  civil 
affairs  of  government.  To  claim  for  the  mere  experience  of  the 
camp  such  diplomatic  fitness  under  any  circumstances  is  an  insult 
to  the  intelligence  of  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  would 
render  our  nation  a  laughing-stock  to  the  rest  of  the  civilized 
world.  But  we  shall  be  pardoned  for  calling  the  attention  of  the 
people  to  the  military  career  of  Gen.  Pierce,  since  this  portion  of 
his  history  has  been  so  unscrupulously  assailed  by  the  whigs,  who 
seem  to  think  that  there  is  no  other  way  to  make  bright  the  mili¬ 
tary  fame  of  Gen.  Scott  but  to  defame  the  services  of  all  of  his 
brother-officers  in  the  camp.  And  in  this  abominable  display  of 
jealousy  and  malice,  they  are  precisely  imitating  the  long-life  ex¬ 
ample  of  Gen.  Scott  himself,  who,  from  the  time  when  he  was 
“  Captain  Scott”  until  the  present  moment,  has  waged  war  upon 
the  fame  of  his  brother  officers  whenever  their  nobje  deeds  were 
attracting  the  especial  praise  of  the  people.  But  let  us  analyze 
this  whig  rigmarole,  and  see  what  can  be  found  in  the  military 
career  of  Gen.  Pierce  that  does  not  deserve  the  admiration  of  the 
American  people. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  war  with  Mexico,  Gen.  Pierce 
was  in  the  quiet  bosom  of  his  home  in  New-Hampshire,  enjoying 
the  very  highest  professional  honors  that  any  son  of  the  Granite 
State  ever  enjoyed  at  home,  not  even  excepting  Daniel  Webster. 
He  had  won  for  himself  the  highest  niche  of  fame  in  the  hearts  of 
his  constituency  by  his  honest  and  brilliant  course  as  a  legislator 
in  the  counsels  of  his  own  State  and  in  the  Senate  of  the  United 
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States.  He  liad  refused  the  highest  posts  of  honor  and  emolu¬ 
ment  in  the  gift  of  his  own  State  and  in  the  cabinet  of  the  United 
States,  uiitempted  as  he  was  bj  the  glitter  of  fame  which  his 
genius  had  won  for  him.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  peace  of  home 
and  luxury  of  fame  he  enlisted  as  a  common  soldier  to  fight  for 
his  country  in  Mexico.  Do  the  Whigs  find  fault  with  that? 

As  soon  as  the  Executive  learned  his  determination  he  appoint¬ 
ed  him  a  colonel;  and  on  receiving  his  commission,  Col.  Pierce 
remarked  to  a  friend  who  congratulated  him  on  his  preferment, 
that  had  it  been  the  warrant  of  a  corporal  instead  of  the  commis 
sion  of  a  colonel,  he  should  have  accepted  it  with  equal  readiness 
Before  reaching  the  theatre  of  action  he  was  appointed  Brigadier- 
General.  He  left  Vera  Cruz  in  June,  1847,  at  the  head  of  his 
Brigade,  consisting  of  2500  men,  and  literally  fought  his  way 
onward  until  he  overtook  the  main  army  at  Puebla  early  in  August. 
This  march  was  one  of  the  most  difficult  and  dangerous  marches 
of  the  Mexican  campaign,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  met  and 
repulsed  the  ferocious  attack  of  the  guerrilla  force  at  “  the  Na¬ 
tional  Bridge”  is  an  everlasting  memorial  of  his  courage  and  his 
generalship.  When  he  gave  orders  to  charge  the  chapparal,  be¬ 
hind  which  the  enemy  were  fortified,  Col.  Ransom,  in  consequence 
of  his  superior  military  experience,  ventured  to  disapprove  of  so 
rash  a  movement.  “  I  have  given  the  order,”  said  Gen.  Pierce, 
firmly,  and  his  command  was  obeyed  and  the  enemy  repulsed.  He 
led  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle  himself,  and  the  crown  of  his  hat 
was  shot  through  with  several  bullets.  The  brigades  of  Mcln- 
,tosh  and  Cadwallader,  though  these  commanders  were  among  the 
most  experienced  officers  of  the  army,  were  destroyed  on  this  very 
route  before,  and  the  train  that  followed  Gen.  Pierce  under  Maj. 
Laly  was  entirely  cut  off  and  stopped  at  Jalapa.  Gen.  Pierce 
had  in  his  train  over  eight  hundred  wagons,  containing  nearly  all 
the  ammunition  and  supplies  of  the  main  army.  This  victorious 
march  was  entirely  the  result  of  great  skill  and  indefatigable  care 
on  the  part  of  Gen.  Pierce,  who  not  only  kept  out  picket  guards 
at  night,  but  sent  a  force  of  infantry  by  day  in  advance  to  keep  a 
look-out  on  each  side  of  the  road  to  prevent  any  surprise  by  the 
enemy. 

In  the  next  day’s  march  after  the  Battle  of  the  National 
Bridge,”  on  arriving  at  Rio  del  Plan,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
Mexfcans  had  entirely  destroyed  the  bridge  across  the  river  in 
order  to  cut  off  the  supplies  and  ammunition  of  the  American 
army  and  to  give  them  time  to  fortify  at  Sierra  Gorda.  But  in 
three  hours  Gen.  Pierce  constructed  a  ford  on  which  his  whole 
army  crossed  in  safety — a  piece  of  generalship  and  perseverance 
which  so  astonished  the  Mexicans,  and  frustrated  the  plans  of  their 
officers,  that  they  attempted  no  further  attack  upon  him  during  that 
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marcli.  After  tliis,  Gen.  Pierce  was  in  the  battles  of  Contreras, 
Cherubusco,  and  Molino  del  Ray,  and  displayed  the  courage  and 
bearing  of  a  true  heroin  leading  his  brigade  into  the  thickest  of  the 
fight.  Such  was  the  heroism  of  Gen.  Pierce,  the  “  citizen  soldier/' 
in  Mexico.  'In  all  that  army  of  illustrious  and  brave  men,  there 
was  not  a  braver  man  than  he.  And  yet  the  whigs,  with  a  spirit 
of  lying  and  detraction  equalled  only  by  the  arch-fiend  and  them¬ 
selves,  have  held  him  up  as  a  coward,  because  once,  at  Contreras, 
when  he  was  ordered  off  duty  on  the  list  of  wounded,  in  conse¬ 
quence  of  a  .severe  hurt  he  received  the  day  before,  he  still  rushed 
to  battle  and  fought  all  day,  until  he  fainted  on  the  field  from  pain 
.  and  exhaustion.  Gen.  Scott,  in  'his  official  report  of  this  very 
battle,  alludes  to  the  personal  services  of  Gen.  Pierce,  and  calls 
him  “the  gallant  Brigadier-General  Pierce.”  Scott  also  says, 
after  he  alludes  to  the  “severe  hurt”  which  Gen.  Pierce  received 
the  night  before — “  Next  (but  all  in  ten  minutes)  I  sent  General 
Pierce  (just  able  to  keep  his  saddle)  with  his  brigade  *  *  *  All 
these  movements  were  made  with  the  utmost  alacrity  by  our  gal¬ 
lant  troops  and  commanders.  *  *  *  Brig.-Gen.  Pierce,  from  pain 
and  exhaustion,  fainted  in  the  action.” 

Gen.  Pillow,  in  his  report  of  .the  battle,  says — “  Brig.-General 
Fierce,  though  still  suffering  severely  from  his  injury  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  day,  had  nevertheless  been  on  duty  and  in  command  of  his 
brigade  during  the  day,  and  until  a  few  moments  before  the  close 
of  the  engagement,  when  he  had  fainted  from  pain  and  exhaustion 
and  been  carried  from  the  field.” 

So,  from  Scott’s  and  Pillow’s  reports  of  that  battle,  the  whigs, 
have  been  told  that  the  gallant  Gen.  Pierce^’  was  ^'severely 
hurt  the  day  before  that  at  the  commencement  of  the  next  bat¬ 
tle  he  was  still  at  the  head  of  his  brigade,  leading  it,  as  Pillow’s 
report  says,  “  in  the  thickest  of  the  battle, and  as  Scott  says>, 
while  he  was  “  just  able  to  keep  his  saddle  f  and  that  he  continued 
fighting  until  he  sunk  from  pain  and  exhaustion,'^  near  the 
“  close  of  the  engagement.”  And  yet,  after  all  this,  the  whigs 
accuse  him  of  “cowardice,”  and  of  “fainting  through  fear  of  the 
enemy  !”  This  is  whig  magnanimity  and  whig  justice  to  a  brave 
citizen-soldier,  who  risks  his  life  all  day  in  the  thickest  of  the  bat¬ 
tle,  when  he  was  hardly  able  to  keep  in  his  saddle  from  pain  and 
exhaustion  from  a  wound  received  the  day  before,  and  who  would 
not  sheathe  his  sword  while  yet  there  was  an  ounce  of  strength  left 
in  his  arm,  and  an  enemy  in  the  field  for  him  to  fight. 

On  the  evening  of  the  20th  of  August,  after  the  battle  of  Cheru¬ 
busco,  in  which  the  Mexican  forces  were  so  terribly  broken  to 
pieces,  the  city  of  Mexico  was  cornplely  in  the  hands  of  the  Ameri¬ 
cans.  Two  companies  of  our  cavalry  entered  the  city  and  disco¬ 
vered  that  the  Mexican  army  had  retreated  in  confusion  and  dis- 
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may,  and  left  it  completely  in  our  power.  With  little  cost  of  ammu¬ 
nition,  and  comparatively  no  waste  of  life,  Gen.  Scott  at  that  mo¬ 
ment  could  have  been  master  of  the  city.  But  to  the  astonish¬ 
ment  of  the  army,  he  ordered  the  cavalry  to  retreat  and  rest  with 
the  whole  army  in  the  villages  five  and  six  miles  back  of  iMexico, 
and  otfcred  Santa  Anna  the  amiable  compliment  of  armistice,  un¬ 
der  the  delusion  that  the  Mexicans  would  offer  terms  of  ]  eace, 
and  he  thereby  get  the  reputation  of  being  a  great  Pacificator^ 
even  in  time  of  deadly  war.  Santa  Anna,  surprised  at  such  a 
blunder  on  the  part  of  the  American  general,  naturally  supposed 
that  our  army  was  \vorn  out  or  starved,  or  so.  terribly .  shattered 
that  it  could  make  no  further  resistance  until  it  had  time  to  recruit, 
made  a  show  of  good  faith  in  the  armistice,  and  instantly  com¬ 
menced  reorganising  his  broken  and  panic-stricken  forces  for  another 
and  desperate  resistance  of  the  invaders.  He  successfully  fooled 
Gen.  Scott,  and  employed  every  hour  of  the  armistice  in  planning 
the  total  destruction  of  the  American  army.  It  is  already  a  mat¬ 
ter  of  history  that  Gen.  Pierce,  as  one  of  the  commissioners,  stoutly 
opposed  this  armistice,  and  as  he  said,  could  “  see  no  reason  for  it.* 
And  the  terrible  results  show,  that  if  General  Scott  had  followed 
the  advice  of  General  Pierce,  he  would  have  saved  the  American 
nation  a  vast  amount  qf  treasure,  ar.d  m<.re  than  two  thousand 
lives  of  the  best  officers  and  soldiers  in  our  army. 
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A  forcible  objection  to  Scott  is,  that  his  election  would  trans¬ 
plant  Sewardism  troin  Albany  to  Washington.  Those  living  be-* 
yond  the  limits  of  New- York  have  but  a  faint  knowledge  of  ihe 
constituent  elements  and  sum  total  of  that  species  of  politics 
called  “  Sewardism.”  It  is  sui  generis,  having  been  born  of  itself. 
Its  creed  is  eclectic,  embracing  the  worst  dogmas  of  all  the  politi¬ 
cal  parties  that  have  existed  in  this  country.  Professing  great 
liberality  of  sentiment  and  purity  of  practice,  it  is  essentially 
despotic,  and  corrupt  to  the  core.  It  is  loud  in  its  encomiums 
upon  naturalised  citizens,  while  it  has  ever  been  in  close  league 
with  the  faction  that  would  drive  them  from  the  polls  and  burn 
their  churches  over  their  heads.  It  deals  largely  in  denunciations 
of  slavery,  while  it  would  cut  ballots  from  the  skins  of  the  negroes, 
if  thereby  it  could  gain  votes  for  a  candidate  who  v/ould  do  its 
bidding.  It  prates  about  an  economical  administration  and  the 
integrity  of  rulers,  while  it  has  always  been  dabbling  in  fat  jobs 
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and  black  mail,  and  its  beau-ideal  of  good  goYernraeut  is  to  gorge 
its  partisans  with  treasury  drippings,  and  re^Yard  its  retainers  with 
the  wages  of  corruption.  It  repudiates  the  binding  obligation  of 
“platforms,”  and  lauds  independence  of  thought  in  public  men, 
while  it  brings  to  the  block  the  head  of  CYerj  whig  who  will  not 
subscribe  to  its  isms  and  swear  allegiance  to  the  god  of  its  idola¬ 
try.  Sewardism,  during  the  eight  or  nine  years  of  its  sway  in 
New-York,  has  won  a  peerless  reputation  for  meanness,  illiberality, 
hypocrisy,  eiiYy,  malignity,  unscrupulousness,  dishonesty  and  cor¬ 
ruption.  It  has  debauched  the  politics  and  demoralised  the  poli¬ 
ticians  in  every  eity  and  town  in  the  State.  To  think  of  transfer¬ 
ring  this  type  of  politics  from  the  comparatively  narrow  field  of 
Albany  to  the  broad  sphere  of  Washington!  To  place  wdthin  its 
control,  not  the  paltry  sum  of  three  or  four  millions  of  State  reve¬ 
nues,  but  the  fifty  or  sixty  millions  of  national  patronage!  To 
give  it  the  control,  not  of  the  simple  municipal  concerns  of  New- 
York,  but  of  the  vital  and  multifarious  interests  involved  in  the 
domestic  and  foreign  affairs  of  this  vast  republic !  To  erect  the 
federal  government  into  a  guillotine  for  decapitating  all  the  emi¬ 
nent  whig  statesmen  of  the  nation,  so  that  “  Small  Bill  Seward  ” 
may  have  no  rivals  in  his  party  in  the  presidential  contest  of  1856  ! 
And,  as  sure  as  Winfield  Scott  is  elected,  and  William  H.  Seward 
lives,  all  these  things  will  come  to  pass.  It  was  this  assurance 
that  stimulated  the  exertions  of  Seward’s  retainers  in  New-York, 
to  obtain,  by  fair  means  or  foul,  so  large  a  share  of  the  delegation 
in  the  National  Convention.  The  same  motives  impelled  the  same 
class  of  politicians  to  secure  the  like  results  in  Pennsylvania  and 
Ohio.  Scott  was  carried  through  the  Convention  by  the  tireless 
energies  of  Sewardism  in  the  three  great  States  w^e  have  named. 
He  was  elevated  over  the  heads  of  Webster  and  Fillmore,  to  wun 
the  support  of  this  speeies  of  politicians  wherever  they  exist.  He 
is  their  candidate.  If  elected,  it  will  be  by  their  votes,  aided  by 
the  votes  of  those  who  are  too  pusillanimous  to  resist  or  too  bimd 
to  see  the  tendencies  of  their  acts.  The  master  spirits  in  this  jug¬ 
gle  hope  to  cow  the  cowards  of  the  party  by  their  courage,  and 
wheedle  the  ignorant  by  their  tact.  The  Silver  Grays  of  New- 
York,  the  Websterians  of  New-England,  and  the  Filimoreites  ot 
the  South,  may  try  to  amuse  themselves  with  a  string  of  resolu¬ 
tions  about  which  Sewardism  cares  as  much  as  for  the  breviary  of 
Julian  the  xipostate;  but,  let  them  vote  the  ticket  and  elect 
Scott,  and  the  dupes  may  set  their  houses  in  order,  for  their  heads 
will  be  speedily  brought  to  the  block.  The  resolutions — the 
platform  !  Do  not  the  “  national  whigs”  know,  that  their  adop¬ 
tion  w'as  a  mere  cheat  to  secure  the  nomination  of  Scott?  His 
anti- compromise  supporters  of  the  North  consented  to  permit  the 
resolutions  to  be  passed  on  “  ijie  express  understanding''  (we, quote 
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the  words  of  a  delegate),  that  he  should  receive  votes  enough  from 
the  pro- compromise  men  of  the  South  to  nominate  him.  So,  they 
propose  to  swallow  Scott  for  the  sake  of  the  platform,  while  the 
great  mass  of  his  supporters  spew  the  platform  out  of  their  mouths ! 

The  election  of  Scott  would  restore  to  power  the  Galphinised 
portion  of  Taylor’s  administration.  The  leading  members  of  that 
cabinet  were  for  him  from  the  start.  His  success  would  revive 
Taylorism,  minus  the  integrity  and  simplicity  of  its  chief.  For 
those  qualities  thei’e  would  be  substituted  the  unscrupulousness  of 
Sewardism  and  the  vanity  of  Scottism ;  the  former  gloating  over 
proscription  and  corruption — the  latter  glorying  in  estentation  and 
contention. 

But  no  such  calamity  is  to  befall  the  American  people.  In  the 
midst  of  all  the  shouting  and  cannonading  of  the  Seward  faction 
over  the  nomination  of  Scott,  and  over  the  downfall  of  his  oppo¬ 
nents  in  the  Convention,  is  heard  the  hoarse  growl  of  Webster 
and  the  hissing  sneer  of  Fillmore.  This  was  apparent  in  their 
”  ratification”  responses,  when  called  out  of  bed  in  Washington,  to 
pronounce  their  own  funeral  orations,  enshrouded  in  their  night 
clothes.  The  newspapers  and  the  telegraphs  tell  the  story. 
There  is  a  great  expenditure  of  noise  and  smoke  in  the  Seward 
camps  in  New-York,  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio.  But  the  corrupt 
bargain  by  which  the  platform  was  adopted  and  the  nomination 
obtained,  is ’too  bold  to  escape  observation.  Some  whig  journals 
hoist  the  platform  at  the  head  of  their  columns,  but  refuse  to  put 
up  the  ticket ;  others  lavish  praises  upon  the  nominees,  and  pour 
contempt  upon  the  resolutions.  All  over  the  South — at  Bich- 
mond.  Savannah,  New-Orleans,  Nashville,  and  other  cities,  the 
news  of  the  nomination  excited  chagrin  and  disapprobation.  In 
New-England,  and  especially  in  Massachusetts,  it  was  received  with 
hisses  and  curses.  Scott  cannot  be  elected  !  The  Silver  Grays 
of  New-York  will  open  a  fire  upon  his  rear.  The  friends  of  Web¬ 
ster  at  the  East  will  either  raise  the  standard  of  revolt  or  hang 
heavy  on  his  flank.  The  Fillmore  men  of  the  South  will  leave  him 
to  his  fate.  In  his  own  party  the  taint  of  Sewardism  will  poison 
him  like  the  shirt  of  Nessus.  And  thus  infected,  crippled  and 
deserted,  he  will  fall  before  the  attacks  of  the  United  Democracy 
of  the  country.  Scott  cannot  be  elected! 


SCOTT’S  PLATFORM. 

The  Scott  leaders  appear  to  think  that  all  mankind  who  are  not 
knaves  are  fools  and  they  propose  to  carry  the  election  by  buying 
the  one  and’wheedling  the  other.  The  Tribune,  which  is  the  organ 
of  the  Scott  and  Seward  party,  says  to  Gen.  Webb,  of  the  Courier  y 
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LYRICS  OF  THE  I’EOrLE.— No.  2. 


THE  WOUNDED  SOLDIER  AND  GENERAL  PIERCE.* 

BY  WILLIAM  ROSS  W'ALLACE. 

Air — “  Tlie  Soldier’s  Dream.” 

Our  flags  wore  all  furled,  for  the  battle  was  o’er, 

And  the  camp-fires  around  their  light  luridly  shed  j 

The  wounded  still  lay,  as  they  fell,  in  their  gore. 

And  the  pale  moon  looked  pitying  down  on  the  dead. 

’Twas  there  ’mid  the  wounded  myself,  I  reclined — 

No  water  to  cool  my  hot  forehead,  while  dreams, 

But  more  torturing  still,  would  recall  to  my  mind 
The  gurgle  and  dash  of  my  own  native  streams. 

“  O,  Heaven,  for  a  drop  of  that  ery.stal !  ”  I  cried — 

“  But  a  drop,  or  I  die — is  it  not  thine  to  give  ?” 

When,  hark  !  a  voice  whispered,  how  sweet !  by  my  side, 

“  Drink,  poor  wounded  soldier,  drink  freely  and  live  1  ” 

How  delicious  the  nectar  1  what  joy  seemed  to  dart 
Through  brain  and  through  limb,  as  the  crystal  I  quaffed. 

“  Again  shall  my  Sarah  bo  clasped  to  my  heart !  ’’ 

I  murmured  between  every  life-giving  draught. 

When  quenched  was  my  thirst,  I  looked  up  to  behold 
My  Deliv’rer,  and  who,  think  you,  burst  on  my  sight  ? 

He — tie,  who  at  home  was  the  first  one  enrolled — 

He — He,  who  was  chief  of,  and  first  in  that  fight  1 

How  pallid  his  cheek  ! — he  himself  had  a  wound. 

Received  from  a  foeman,  while  leading  our  van — 

Yet  thus  did  he  scatter  such  blessings  around ! 

O,  the  General  was  great,  but  sublime  was  the  Man  ! 

Now  safely  returned  from  the  Me.xican  plains. 

These  thoughts  can  but  flash  through  the  poor  soldier’s  head-  — 
To  Pierce,  the  Humane,  give  the  National  reins, 
h  nd  the  Flag  that  he  bore  bo  his  shroud  when  he ’s  dead  1  ” 


*  Founded  on  the  Soldier’s  own  relation.  General  Pierce,  although  suffer¬ 
ing  under  \^ounds,  went  over  the  battle-field  and  comforted  his  wounded  sol¬ 
diers,  instead  of  seeking  repose  for  himself,  which  ho  so  much  needed.  Such 
an  officer  is  a  noble  person  and  deserves  the  plaudits  of  history  and  the  em¬ 
bellishment  of  song. 
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AN  OLD  SOLDIER’S  LETTERS  TO  GEN.  SCOTT. 
No.  1. 

A  FEW  WORDS  ON  CHIPPEWA  AND  LUNDY’s  LANE. 

I  have  some  things  to  say  to  you  now  in  the  presence  of 
the  people,  which  I  have  said  to  you  before  face  to  face  in 
private,  and  in  their  time  of  action.  The  victories  won 
by  the  resistless  might  of  the  American  character  are  tlie 
property  of  the  whole  country,  and  neither  the  honors  nor 
the  right  to  discuss  their  just  merits  belong  exclusively  to 
one  man.  The  old  time  kings  and  conquerors  thought  the 
masses  who  won  their  victories  were  theirs,  soul  and 
sinews,  as  well  as  all  the  fruits  of  their  sweat  and  blood. 
This  is  not  the  rule  or  the  faith  of  our  sturdy  republicans, 
although  they  are  ever  ready  to  give — in  blind,  unexamim 
ing  trust — too  much  honor  to  the  skill  of  generals,  and  too 
little  to  their  own  energetic  force.  When  they  gain  a 
battle — though  wdth  such  means  and  material  at  their  dis¬ 
posal  as  nothing  but  treason  or  imbecility  could  drag  down 
to  defeat — we  celebrate  the  wisdom  and  courage  of  the 
officers  as  if  they  jiad  wrought  victory,  like  an  unexpected 
miracle,  out  of  fools  and  cowards.  We  wrong  our  national 
character  by  this  blind  and  servile  glorification  of  any 
man.  We  did  not  do  this  with  the  real  and  self-sacrificing 
heroes  of  the  Revolution,  for  those  heroes  kept  their  brave 
companions-in-arms  in  the  foreground.  Washington  never 
presented  a  ve^xirt  like  the  picture  of  one  rhan  immensely 
larger  than  life'  on  a  magnificent  charger,  occupying  the 
entire  front,  while  the  rear  was  an  un distinguishable  mass 
of  smoke,  and  guns,  and  pigmies. 

Tlie  fearless  promptitude  of  the  American  character 
mal'^s  a  name  of  glory  of  every  spot  of  ground  in  which 
50  ‘ 
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danger  is  to  be  met  and  difficulties  subdued.  In  war,  in 
invention,  in  enterprise;  on  land  or  sea;  in  deadly  single- 
handed  Indian  conflict,  in  the  pathless  wilderness,  or  in 
the  broadest  arena  of  military  tactics,  they  bear  down  all 
before  them  in  the  tempest  of  their  power,  as  if  to  conquer 
was  their  destiny  and  their  right.  If  the  plan  of  the 
general  lacks  breadth,  force  and  finish,  then  eager,  open- 
eyed  readiness  amends  it  in  detail  as  they  put  it  in  ac¬ 
tion,  and  their  dauntless  courage  and  headlong  ardor 
charge  all  obstacles,  and  at  whatever  odds,  with  a  rushing 
might  that  achieves  victories  where  other  soldiers  with  the 
same  generalship  would  be  driven  from  the  field.  Do  you 
remember  Chippewa,  General  Scott?  That  glorious  Chip¬ 
pewa,  where  Pi*ovidence  and  General  Porter’s  volunteers 
extricated  you  from  the  bad  position  you  had  fallen  into, 
and  where  the  gallant  Towson’s  artillery  turned  the  day 
in  your  favor?  It  was  a  useless  display  and  a  barren  vic¬ 
tory;  but  it  proved  how  well  American  valor  can  atone 
for  a  mistake,  and  how  willingly  American  generosity  can 
make  over  to  others  its  own  earnings  of  fame. 

Do  you  remember  Lundy’s  Lane,  where  your  brigade 
was  so  heedlessly  brought  under  the  terrific  batteries  of 
the  English ;  when  Miller  and  Kipley  thundered  to  the 
rescue  of  your  thinned  ranks  and  captured  the  exterminat¬ 
ing  guns  ?  The  people  do  not  know  the  history  of  that 
bloody  night  of  sacrifice — and  General  Brown  and  the 
Secretary  of  War  had  their  several  reasons  for  not  lift¬ 
ing  the  veil — but  you  and  I,  General  Scott,  know  well 
the  harrowing  facts  of  that  dreadful  waste  of  life.  TTe 
know,  although  the  people  never  sifted  the  contradictions 
of  the  official  reports,  how  desperately  your  rescuers  won 
the  seven  guns  from  the  British  and  stopped  the  rain  of 
death  they  were  pouring  upon  your  misplaced  and  un¬ 
commanded  platoons ;  we  know  how  furiously  the  enemy 
charged  upon  our  wearied  and  diminished  ranks,  and  how 
with  reserved  fire  Ripley’s  command  three  times  met  the 
charge  like  a  wall  of  rock,  and  how,  at  the  fourth  shock 
of  encounter,  when  every  third  man  was  de^d  or  wound¬ 
ed,  they  recoiled  for  a  moment,  and  the  enemy  came 
crashing  upon  them  over  the  heaps  of  slain — came  but  ts) 
be  repelled  again  by  the  tired,  bleeding  and  almost  un¬ 
officered  ranks  of  our  citizen  soldiers.  From  the  noon  of 
that  summer’s  day  until  past  midnight,  we  had  been 
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iriarcliefl,  coiintermarcliecl,  and  set  in  target  for  the  ene¬ 
my’s  artillery,  but  we  tlinched  not,  inuriuured  not,  until 
more  than  five  hundred  brave  souls  had  gas})ed  out  their 
life-blood,  and  at  the  end  of  it  all  you  and  Gen.  Brown  fell 
back  and  left  the  field  a7id  the  captured  caunon  to  the 
enemy.  It  is  true,  we  had  made  more  carnage  still  of  the 
enemy,  for  near  twelve  hundred  of  their  best  and  bravest 
had  dyed  the  field  with  the  baptismal  blood  of  glory  ; 
but,  except  in  wasted  life,  both  parties  remained  in  tlie 
same  position  they  v/ere  before.  No  one  to  this  day  has 
ever  attempted  to  point  out  the  plan,  the  aim  or  advan¬ 
tages  of  the  movement  to  Lundy’s  Lane.  It  only  proved, 
what  we  knew  before,  that  Americans  could  fight,  and  set 
the  whole  renown  so  dearly  bought  with  American  blood 
to  the  private  and  personal  credit  of  Gen.  Scott,  who  has 
liad  this  capital  out  on  accumulating  interest  ever  since. 
With  rash  courage  he  charged  the  enemy’s  well-su}jport- 
ed  line,  first  on  the  right,  then  on  the  left,  at  the  head  of 
a  part  of  his  own  brigade,  but  failed,  with  heavy  loss 
both  times,  to  make  any  impression.  This  was,  in  a 
manner,  an  independent  movement,  for  it  is  a  singular 
truth,  that  he  neither  directed  nor  supervised  the  critical 
movements  that  controlled  and  decided  the  fate  of  the 
action.  He  was  wounded  while  passing  over  to  where 
Col.  Jesup  was  fighting  almost  “  on  his  own  hook,”  at  the 
head  of  the  25th  ;  and  so  was  Gen.  Brown  at  nearly  the 
same  time,  though  he  had  scarcely  appeared  in  the  field 
the  whole  night.  So  much  for  the  glory  and  utility  of  the 
desperately  fought  battles  of  Chippewa  and  Lundy’s 
Lane. 

A  pyramid  of  slain  was  erected  to  no  purpose  or  result, 
except  to  elevate  upon  it,  and  make  an  idol  of  popular 
worship,  the  fortunate  officer  whose  rank  led  the  day,  for 
in  any  other  mode  those  rash,  ill-advised  and  contradic¬ 
tory  movements  left  no  mark  of  utility  on  the  public  ser¬ 
vice. 

Chippewa  was  fought  and  won  July  the  5th,  1814,  and 
Lundy’s  Lane  twenty  days  later,  and  they  have  left  a  deep 
and  grateful  impress  on  the  heart  of  the  people,  because 
our  brave  soldiers  held  their  own  under  such  disadvan¬ 
tages  of  ground  and  circumstances  against  such  powerful 
odds  and  with  such  unflinching  courage.  Yet,  in  award¬ 
ing  such  honors  and  emoluments  to  Gen.  Scott  as  they 
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never  bestowed  upon  Washington,  the  people  did  them¬ 
selves  and  their  warrior-citizens  this  wrong — they  forgot 
it  was  the  tault  of  tlie  General  that  a  thousand  men  were 
lost  in  badly-chosen  positions  and  premature  battles,  while 
it  was  the  virtue  of  the  free-born  force  of  the  American 
character  alone  that  cut  its  way  out  of  such  entangle¬ 
ments. 

It  may  have  disappeared  from  the  records  now — for  you 
and  yours  have  long  controlled,  as  no  militaiy  man  should, 
the  Washington  bureaus — but  the  ablest  soldier  of  that 
day  has  said  of  your  position  at  Chippewa:  “  Brigadier- 
General  Wintield  Scott  entangled  his  brigade  in  a  narrow 
foi-k  between  a  deep  river  and  a  miry  creek,  on  bad 
ground,  too  contracted  to  encamp  in  alignment^  or  to 
form  in  order  of  battle,  or  change  front.  It  was  liable  to 
be  turned  on  the  left,  or  attacked  in  rear,  without  being 
able  to  make  a  counter-movement,  unless  by  passing  a 
defile  in  fi-ont,  or  plunging  to  the  armpits  through  mud 
and  water  on  the  left.  At  the  critical  moment.  General 
Porter,  of  the  militia,  was  ordered  by  Gen.  Brown  to  ad¬ 
vance  to  his  relief  with  800  volunteers  and  Indians,  and 
after  some  sharp  and  intrepid  skirmishing,  succeeded  in 
getting  a  good  position  to  relieve  and  sustain  Gen.  Scott. 
The  enemy  had  opened  tire  upon  them  before  Scott’s 
brigade  was  formed,  but  meantime  Captain  Towson  had 
crossed  a  bridge  with  his  three  pieces  of  artillery,  and 
took  such  a  position  as  to  cover  Gen.  Scott’s  advance  and 
keep  the  enemy  warmly  at  play.  Scott  led  his  men  gal¬ 
lantly  to  the  onset,  and  while  Towson  had  the  luck  and 
skill  to  silence  the  enemy’s  chief  battery.  Major  Jesup 
forced  those  in  his  front  to  a  close  encounter  with  the  bay¬ 
onet.  At  this  critical  juncture,  while  Leavenworth,  Jesup 
and  M‘Neil  were  fiercely  engaged  in  close  combat,  Tow¬ 
son,  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  the  silenced  battery, 
turned  his  guns  obliquely  on  the  British  line,  and  scoured 
the  field  with  showers  of  canister.  No  troops  could  with¬ 
stand  this  double  and  deadly  rain,  and  the  British  fled, 
leaving  their  dead  and  wounded,  to  the  number  of  468, 
on  the  field.  Our  loss  was  308,  the  fourth  part  of  all  of 
us  who  went  that  day  into  battle.  A  glorious  but  useless 
sacrifice — for  the  interests  of  the  country  did  not  call  us 
there.” 
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GENERAL  SCOTT  AS  A  CIVILIAN. 

We  propose  to  examine  the  qualifications  of  Gen.  Scott 
for  the  office  of  President  of  the  United  States.  At  the 
outset,  we  will  concede  all  that  his  most  ardent  admii'ers 
may  claim  as  to  his  skill  as  a  commander  and  his  achieve¬ 
ments  as  a  conqueror.  These  belong  to  no  political  party, 
but  are  the  common  property  of  the  country.  Still — and 
we  speak  witli  no  special  reference  to  Gen.  Scott — we 
have  always  thought  that  too  much  glory  has  been  usually 
aw^arded  to  commanders-in-chief  in  successful  campaigns, 
sieges,  and  battles,  and  too  little  to  the  subordinate  gene¬ 
rals,  the  benefit  of  whose  counsel  and  skill  they  enjoyed  ; 
and  especially,  that  not  enough  credit  has  been  bestowed 
upon  the  soldiery  who  endured  the  fatigues  of  the  long 
marches,  scaled  the  walls  of  the  hostile  fortresses,  wielded 
the  muskets,  the  sabres,  and  the  cannon  which  won  the 
victories.  This  undue  proportion  of  the  glories  of  the  field 
has  not  been  exclusively  given  to  Scott.  lie  shares  it  in 
common  with  all  chief  commanders.  We  repeat,  then, 
that  as  a  military  hero,  we  concede  to  him  all  that  his 
whig  partisans  may  claim.  Nay  more.  We  will  admit 
(if  our  opponents  desire  it)  that  the  war  in  which  he  won 
his  brightest  laurels  was  declared  and  carried  on  by  a 
democratic  administration,  in  spite  of  the  hostility  of  the 
whig  party  ;  and  that,  while  distinguished  whig  statesmen 
were  voting  against  supplies  for  our  troops,  and  invoking 
for  Scott  and  his  comrades  in  Mexico  “  bloody  hands  and 
hospitable  graves,”  democrats  were  encouraging  him  with 
fresh  levies  and  words  of  good  cheer.  So  much  for  Scott 
the  general.  Now  for  Scott  the  civilian. 

Scott  has  not  one  qualification  for  the  presidency.  He 
has  never  held  a  civil  office,  excepting  for  a  week  or  ten 
days,  when  he  took  charge  of  the  war  department  till 
the  newly-appointed  secretary  could  reach  Washington. 
He  is  a  so’ldier,  and  nothing  else.  With  one  excej)tion, 
no  mere  soldier  has  ever  occupied  the  presidential  cliair. 
Washington  had  had  large  experience  in  political  affairs 
ere  he  was  elected  to  the  chief  magistracy.  Jackson  and 
Harrison  had  served  much  longer  in  the  public  councils 


64 


GENERAL  SCOTT  AS  A  CIVILIAN. 


than  in  the  field,  when  they  w'ere  elevated  to  that  high 
station.  Taylor  had  never  held  a  civil  appointment  till  he 
took  the  presidential  oath.  With  the  utter  failure  of  his 
administration  fresh  in  their  recollection,  the  people  will 
not  be  eager  to  repeat  the  experiment  of  entrusting  the 
affairs  of  the  nation  to  a  mere  military  chieftain. 

In  the  main  elements  of  his  character,  Scott  is  far  less 
competent  to  administer  the  government  than  was  Taylor, 
lie  IS  vain,  conceited,  “  hasty,”  exacting,  arrogant,  and, 
of  course,  prone  to  contention.  Ilis  life  has  been  check¬ 
ered  with  strife.  lie  has  quarrelled  with  Monroe,  wdth 
Jackson,  with  Wilkinson,  with  Clinton,  with  Marcy,  with 
Gaines,  with  Worth,  and  almost  every  prominent  man 
with  w’hom  he  has  come  much  in  contact.  Should  he  be 
placed  in  the  White  House,  he  would  attempt  to  introduce 
the  drill  of  the  camp  into  the  councils  of  the  cabinet,  and 
his  administration  would  be  a  perpetual  squabble  among 
cliques  and  individuals. 

Scott  has  not  the  negative  qualifications  for  the  presi¬ 
dency  which  Taylor  possessed.  Taylor  w^as  not  a  politi¬ 
cian,  did  not  affect  to  be  a  statesman,  and  was  a  modest 
man.  Therefore,  he  consented  to  be  taught  by  his  supe¬ 
riors.  The  difficulties  which  embarrassed  him  w^ere  caused 
by  the  bad  counsellors  he  drew  around  him.  But  Scott 
has  dabbled  in  politics  just  enough  to  make  him  as  shal¬ 
low  as  a  sophomore  and  as  conceited  as  a  pedagogue.  If 
he  would  admit  his  ignorance,  he  would  become  tolerable. 
But,  because  he  removed  the  Indians  across  the  Missis¬ 
sippi,  and  has  penned  some  foolish  letters  about  the  tariff 
and  the  naturalization  laws,  he  fancies  himself  a  Moses,  a 
Solon,  and  a  Lycurgus.  He  has  been  profuse  in  the  ex¬ 
pression  of  his  political  opinions.  His  letters  on  public 
questions  are  filled  with  crotchets,  superficialities,  crudi¬ 
ties  and  absurdities,  that  would  disgrace  a  schoolboy  and 
do  honor  to  Dogberry. 

The  admirers  of  Scott  may  urge  in  reply,  that  a  mere 
soldier  cannot  be  expected  to  write  as  profoundly  and  feli¬ 
citously  on  political  subjects  as  civilians  wffio  have  made 
them  the  study  of  their  lives.  Granted; — though,  by-the- 
by,  the  extenuating  plea  is  a  very  sorry  recommendation 
to  the  presidency  !  But,  a  general,  who  received  a  liberal 
education  in  his  3^outh,  and  has  been  forty  years  in  the 
service,  ought  to  write  well  on  matters  within  the  line  of 
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his  profession.  Now,  Scott’s  military  despatches,  taken  as 
a  whole,  are  the  worst  we  ever  read  Vroiri  any  otlicer  of  his 
rank.  Ilow  incoherent  the  narrative — how  coninionplace 
the  sentiments — how  contemptible  the  style.  We  do  not 
ask  that  they  be  subjected  to  the  severe  test  of  a  compa¬ 
rison  with  those  of  Washington,  Wellington,  or  Taylor,  by 
the  side  of  which  they  would  appear  feeble  to  the  last  de- 
gj’ee.  But,  contrast  liis  Mexican  despatches  with  those 
of  the  officers  under  his  command — Worth,  Twiggs,  Pil¬ 
low,  Shields,  and  others — and  they  shrink  into  obscurity. 
Our  readers  recollect  the  ridiculous  exhibition  he  made 
in  his  “  hasty-plate-of-soup”  correspondence  with  Gov. 
Marcy ;  and  how  completely  he  was  demolished  by  the 
eminent  secretary  in  his  subsequent  controversy  with  the 
War  Department.  Though  an  able  general  in  the  hour 
of  battle,  his  common  sense  seems  to  evaporate  into  thin 
air  when  he  touches  ])en  to  paper;  justifying  the  remark 
of  a  leading  whig  e<  ilor,  now  his  ardent  supporter,  that 
‘‘  the  follies  of  his  pen  have  dimmed  the  glories  of  his 
sword.” 


SCOTT  ON  DUELLING. 

The  great  general,  in  single  combat,  if  we  may  judge 
from  facts,  has  shown  himself  to  be  a  man  of  remarkable 
flexibility  and  of  w^onderful  adaptation  to  the  varying  cir¬ 
cumstances  wffiich  may  beset  an  officer  at  difterent  points 
in  his  public  career. 

We  can  see  some  excuse  for  committing  murder  under 
this  honorable  code  when  all  its  laws  are  observed,  for  it 
was  the  aristocratic  mode  which  had  its  origin  in  the 
barbaric  creed  of  the  Feudal  ages.  Yet  we  ignore  the 
creed,  as  we  do  all  the  notions  of  aristocracy,  and  leave 
them  to  men  who,  like  Scott,  found  it  necessary  to  erect  a 
throne  for  his  marriage  ceremony,  and  to  command  the 
same  observances  in  presentation  to  his  highness  required 
'‘'‘at  Court.'*'’ 

In  1809,  finding  Doctor  Upshur,  of  the  Army,  upon  a 
bed  of  sickness.,  from  which  it  teas  doubtful  whethet 
he  would  ever  be  able  to  rise.^  Scott  challenged  him 
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lie  next,  in  1809,  or  1810,  cliallengecl  Doctor  Claude, 
of  Aiinajxdis.  The  combatants  met,  and  Captain  Scutt, 
after  delivering  his  tire,  in  order  to  give  safe  passage 
to  his  adversarfs  hall^  suddenly  inclined  his  body  to 
the  eai-th — or,  in  other  words,  well  known  to  the  frater¬ 
nity,  “  BOBBED.” 

After  this  manly  inclination  of  the  chivalrous  Captain, 
we  will  pass  over  his  minor  little  affairs  to  come  to  his  cel- 
elirated  quarrel  with  Jackson — who  called  him  one  of 
the  “  intermeddling  jpimjps  and  spies  of  the  war  depart¬ 
ment  in  the  garb  of  a  gentleman.'’'^  But  the  moral  per¬ 
ceptions  of  the  brave  general  suddenly  became  extremely 
acute,  and  he  refused  to  tight  with  Old  Hickory  “  because 
it  was  too  although  he  was  charged  with,  if 

not  guilty,  of  the  grossest  violation  of  morals,  in  lying 
De  Witt  Clinton  and  Andrew  Jackson  into  the  difficulty 
which  occasioned  the  challenge.  Suddenly,  however,  his 
moral  pei’ceptions  undertnjoent  a  change^  and  he  challenged 
De  Witt  Clinton,  then  governor  of  Hew-York,  to  mortal 
combat.  The  probable  cause  of  this  moral  evolution  is 
thus  explained  :  Jackson  was  a  dead  shot — Scott  was 
afraid  to  meet  him — so  his  high  sense  of  morals  excused 
him.  Clinton,  as  was  well  known,  could  not  fight  without 
violating  his  oath,  and  had  repeatedly  refused  to  do  so. 
Scott,  therefore,  was  brave  enough  to  challenge  him.  Clin¬ 
ton  said  of  him — “  The  intimation  of  Gen.  Scott  is  totally 
and  unqualifiedly  false  to  all  intents  and  in  all  respects  P 
“This  declaration,”  says  Clinton,  “is  made  from  motives 
of  respect  for  public  opinion,  and  not  from  any  regard  for 
Genet  al  Scott.^  whose  conduct.^  on  this  occasion.,  is  such  a 
total  departure  from  honor  and  propriety  as  to  render 
him  unvjorthy  the  notice  of  a  man  who  has  any  respect 
for  himself P 

Scott  must  be  a  great  man.  Has  he  not  demonstrated 
it  as  a  duellist  ? 


VALUE  OF  A  WOUND  TO  A  GENERAL. 

After  the  battle  of  Queenstown,  Gen.  Scott  met  a  sol¬ 
dier  of  his  army  who  had  received  a  mere  skin-wound  in 
his  forehead,  by  a  bullet  which  grazed  along  the  whole 
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width  of  his  forehead  and  made  a  frightful-looking  wound 
without  being  attended  with  the  least  danger  whatever. 
The  General  looked  at  the  gash  a  moment,  and,  after  per¬ 
ceiving  tliat  it  was  perfectly  harmless,  remarked  in  a  low 
voice  to  an  othcer  of  his  staff — “/  would  have  given  a 
thousand  dollars  for  that  wouiodP  No  doubt  that  the 
poor  but  brave  soldier  of  the  ranks  would  have  been  glad 
to  have  sold  it  at  a  much  cheaper  rate  than  that — fur  he, 
alas!  though  equally  brave,  could  never  use  it  to  buy  him 
place  and  power. 


WHIG  TESTIMONY. 

There  is  no  depth  of  lying  and  scandal  into  which  the 
whig  papers,  under  the  lead  of  the  New  York  Tribune, 
have  not  descended  in  their  abuse  of  Gen.  Pierce.  But 
11  on.  Luther  Bell,  at  a  whig  ratification  meeting  in  Faneuil 
Hall,  to  show  his  disapprobation  of  the  scandalous  course 
pursued  by  his  party  press,  said  that  Gen.  Pierce  possessed 
“  as  generous^  Irrave^  honorahle^  and  pure  a  heart  as  the 
Almighty  ever  placed  in  the  bosom  of  a  manP 


CIIAEACTEB  OF  GEN.  SCOTT.^ 

It  is  no  part  of  the  democratic  policy  or  desire  to  assail 
the  honor  or  courage  of  Gen.  Scott.  To  be  sure,  there  are 
some  things  in  his  early  history  which,  to  say  the  least,  look 
equivocal,  and  they  will  now,  undoubtedly,  be  brought  up 
from  their  graves  in  the  pages  of  history  and  used  against 
him.  Of  this  no  one  can  complain,  provided  a  rigid  re¬ 
gard  for  truth  is  always  maintained.  The  whig  press 
certainly  should  not  complain,  for  a  portion  of  it  has  al- 
w’ays  been  lavish  enough  of  its  disapprobation  of  Scott. 
In  1847,  the  Trenton  (N.J.)  Gazette,  a  whig  paper,  spoke 
of  Gen.  Scott  as  “  weak,  silent,  passionate,  illiberal,  and 
devoid  of  true  pi’incif)les  of  religious  freedom.” 

This  was  a  Wldg  declaration,  coming  from  the  state  of 
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Scott’s  own  residence,  and  the  whig  press  through  the 
country  quite  generally  spoke  the  same  sentiment  at  that 
time.  That  he  is  a  mm,  weak  man,  all  men  know — that 
lie  would  make  an  aristocratic,  pompous,  arrogant,  silly, 
and  ridiculous  spectacle  in  the  presidential  chair,  the  peo¬ 
ple  generally  and  heartily  believe.  These  things  we  say, 
because  they  are  true  ;  but  we  do  not,  therefore,  assail 
either  his  courage  or  his  honesty.  Many  conceited^  and 
silly  men  liave  had  courage  enough  in  every  age  of  the 
world. 


COlSTVERSIOlSrS  EEOM  THE  WHIGS. 

Hon.  William  Wright  and  Lewis  B.  Grover,  Esq.,  of 
Newark  (N.J.),  who  have  long  occupied  front  seats  in  the 
whig  ranks  of  that  state,  have  formally  and  totally  re¬ 
nounced  whiggery,  Scott  and  Seward,  and  ‘‘  enlisted  for 
life”  under  the  banner  of  the  democracy.  So  they  come, 
and  New  Jersey  will  follow.  John  L.  Green,  Esq.,  for 
twenty  years  a  leading  whig  of  Ohio,  has  also  renounced 
whiggery  and  has  come  with  great  spirit  into  the  ranks  of 
the  democracy. 


WHO  IS  GENEKAL  PIEECE  ? 

In  an  eloquent  address  lately  delivered  in  the  capital  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  Judge  Tarpley  pronounced  the 
following  eulogy  on  the  character  and  genius  of  General 
Pierce.  It  contrasts  well  with  the  impudent  sneer  of  some 
of  our  northern  neighbors^  who  affect  to  ask  who  General 
Pierce  is  : — 

‘‘With  one  of  the  nominees  I  have  been  personally  ac¬ 
quainted  for  twenty  years,  and  the  other  [Gen.  Pierce]  I 
have  known  as  long  from  rej)utation,  and  from  my  very 
heart  I  now  proclaim  to  the  world  that  two  safer,  more 
reliable,  constitutional  democrats  could  not  be  found  in 
America.  Gen.  Pierce  entered  Congress  at  an  early  age. 


GEN.  PIERCE  TWENTY  YEARS  AGO. 


was  the  warm  personal  and  political  friend  of  James  1C. 
Polk,  and  manfully  battled  by  his  side  from  18^5  to  1836 
upon  those  great  questions  involving  the  powers  of  the 
Government,  and  the  rights  of  the  people  under  the  Con¬ 
stitution  ;  and  the  whole  weight  of  his  character  and  in¬ 
fluence,  his  genius  and  his  eloquence,  was  thrown  into 
the  scale  on  behalf  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South, 
and  no  man  lives  north  of  Mason  and  Dixon’s  line,  for 
whom  the  South  should  entertain  a  warmer  admiration  or 
a  profounder  gratitude  than  for  Franklin  Pierce  of  New- 
Hampshire. 

“  Appointed  by  President  Polk  a  Brigadier-General, 
during  the  Mexican  war,  he  hastened  wdth  becoming  pa¬ 
triotism  to  the  scene  of  action,  and  in  every  battle  in  which 
he  participated,  from  Yera  Cruz  to  the  city  of  Mexico,  he 
displayed  a  gallantry  and  an  indomitable  courage  which 
place  him  side  by  side  with  our  own  gallant  and  beloved 
Quitman.  And  I  now  confidently  predict  that  from  the 
accounts  of  President  Polk,  so  often  made  to  me,  of  the 
character  of  this  illustrious  personage,  that  the  knowledge 
of  his  private  character  will  but  add  to  our  admiration  for 
those  public  qualities  for  which  he  is  so  pre-eminently  dis¬ 
tinguished,  and  gild  the  halo  which  encircles  his  brow 
with  a  softer  radiance  which  shall  speak  in  the  language 
of  the  heart,  as  well  as  in  the  tones  of  exalted  patriot¬ 
ism.” 

Such,  then,  is  the  answer  which  comes  up  from  the  far 
banks  of  the  lower  Mississippi  to  tell  who  Gen.  Pierce  is, 
and  the  Northern  half  of  the  answer  is  already  heard  in 
the  exclamation — “  The  Peojpleh  Candidate^  the  Demo¬ 
crat  of  New-IIamjpshire  !  ” 


GEN.  PIEKCE  TWENTY  YEAES  AGO. 

In  1835,  Gen.  Pierce,  in  the  Congress  of  the  U.  S.,  said, 
“  He  would  express  his  belief  that  mere  was  sufficient  pa¬ 
triotism  and  moral  firmness  in  the  sunny  clime,  and  pa¬ 
triotism  and  moral  firmness  enough  among  the  snow-capt 
hills  of  the  North,  to  put  down  agitators,  if  they  existed, 
in  both  sections  of  the  country,  and  to  transmit  an  un- 
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broken  Union  to  posterity,  witli  all  the  rights  and  privi¬ 
leges  secured  by  the  Constitution,  and  now  happily  en¬ 
joyed  under  it.” 

And  now,  after  nearly  twenty  years  have  elapsed,  this 
brave  defender  of  the  constitution  and  of  the  Union  is  called 
upon  by  the  mighty  voice  of  the  People  to  be  the  national 
standard-bearer  of  the  same  glorious  principles  which  his 
genius  and  his  eloquence  so  powerfully  defended  in  his 
youth.  The  young  orator  for  the  constitution  has  become 
the  veteran  champion  that  shall  transmit  “  an  unbroken 
Union  to  jposterity?'^ 


MOEE  GALPHINISM. 

The  Senate  of  the  United  States  has  a  delicate  duty  be¬ 
fore  it.  It  is  known  that  certain  members  of  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more’s  cabinet  are  very  anxious  to  have  that  clause  in  the 
peace  treaty  with  Mexico  relating  to  Indian  hostilities  con¬ 
strued  in  such  a  way  as  to  authorise  and  compel  our  peo¬ 
ple  to  pay  for  whatever  mischief  the  Mexicans  said  the 
Indians  had  done  anywhere  in  Mexico.  The  President 
withstood  this  fraudulent  pretence  for  some  time,  but 
there  was  money  to  be  made  out  of  it,  and  Secretaries 
Webster  and  Corwin  would  not  let  it  sleep.  A  Senor 
Sanchez,  and  some  other  large  speculators  in  Mexico,  who 
understood  the  Galphinish  propensities  of  these  gentlemen, 
rolled  up  a  lot  of  claims  for  losses  by  Indians  to  the  amount 

of  a  million  or  so,  and  sent  on  Don  Manuel  Jose  O - to 

Washington  to  arrange  with  the  Cabinet  how  best  to  leech 
our  treasury  of  the  money.  It  was  very  difficult  to  find 
decent  drapery  for  such  a  transparent  swindle.  But  we 
have  splendid  talent  in  the  Cabinet.  Two  things  were  de¬ 
sirable — first,  to  place  the  business  in  such  a  shape  that 
the  House  of  Representatives  could  not  get  at  it  and  dis¬ 
sect  it  before  the  whole  people  in  a  three  weeks’  debate, 
and  next  to  make  up  as  large  a  sum  as  possible,  and  dash 
it  all  off  at  once,  while  the  partners  in  the  project  were  in 
power  to  regulate  the  affair  and  divide  the  spoils  in  their 
own  way.  This  was  the  plan  Our  government  was  to 
offer  six  millions  of  dollai-s  to  Mexico  In  tluj  shape  of  a 
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treaty  for  the  full  and  final  discharge  of  all  liabilities  for 
losses  by  the  Indians  ;  liabilities  which  our  people  are  not 
called  upon  to  pay,  and  which  were  never  contemplated 
by  the  framers  of  the  treaty.  It  is  simply  a  monster  fraud 
of  the  pure  Galphin  cabinet.  And  now  the  question  is  to 
get  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate,  as  it  will  have  to  be 
smuggled  through  in  a  treaty  form.  We  are,  therefore, 
indebted  to  Mr.  Webster — who  does  not  permit  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more"  to  interfere  in  anything — for  these  splendid  hits  of 
diplomacy : 

1.  The  permission  to  Mexico  to  enslave  American  citi¬ 
zens. 

2.  Plundering  our  commerce  of  the  invaluable  Tehuan¬ 
tepec  route  to  the  Pacific. 

3.  Sacrificing  the  state  of  Nicaragua  to  the  King  of 
Mosquitos. 

4.  Swindling  (if  possible)  the  treasury  out  of  six  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  ;  and,  finally, 

5.  Showing  Europe  that  our  Executive  is  a  mere  pup¬ 
pet  in  the  hands  of  an  irresjponsible  cabinet. 

Let  Mr.  Webster  explain  away,  if  he  can,  either  of 
these  undeniable  facts. 


WHIG  WOOL. 

The  editor  of  the  New- York  Tribune,  who  is  now  right-hand- 
man,  soup-and-feathers-bearer,  &c.,  to  Gen.  Scott,  is  receiving  a 
terrible  thrashing  from  the  hands  of  the  Silver  Grey  portion  of  the 
whig  press.  Among  other  old  lemons  which  they  have  fished  up 
from  the  campaign  box  of  1848,  is  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  which  Greely  addressed  to  a  delegate  in  the  interior  of  New* 
York  “  Send  a  delegate  to  the  convention,  if  you  can,  for  Clay ; 
if  not  for  Clay,  for  Corwin ;  if  not  for  Corwin,  for  Seward ;  if  not 
for  Seward,  for  Taylor.  But  last  of  all  for  Scott.  Scott  is  a  vain, 
conceited  coxcomb  of  a  man.  His  brains — all  that  he  has — are 
in  his  epaulettes ;  and  if  he  should  be  elected  President  he  would 
tear  the  whig  party  into  tatters  in  less  than  six  months.” 

The  Evening  M’rror,  a  whig  paper  of  New- York  city,  also 
makes  public  the  following  morceau  from  a  letter  which  Greely  ad¬ 
dressed  to  a  member  of  Congress  fi  om  this  state : — “  I  have  seen 
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Scott — be  wont  do.  If  we  go  in  for  looolwg  it,  we  may  as  well 
go  the  whole  sheep  at  once,  and  run  Ta>lur.”  And  now  this 
same  Se\^ard  faction,  which  in  lb'48  kicted  Scott  out  of  the  whig 
convention  in  Philadelphia,  as  a  “  conceited  coxcoinb”  and  a  “  vain 
fool,”  having  picked  all  the  wool  fiom  every  other  sheep  in  their 
pen,  have  fallen  furiously  to  shearing  Scott  after  all,  as  the  last 
forlorn  hope  for  political  yarn.  This  faction  of  the  whig  party  has 
no  faith  in  anything  but  “  wool  ”  and  gvvpowder,  and  a  fn'ghtful 
crisping  an  I  stenciling  would  it  give  the  nation  were  it  to  succeed 
to  power.  It  has  a  terrible  hungry  maw  for  power,  and  it  would 
run  Beelzebub  himself  for  President,  and  swear  that  all  his  imps 
were  saints  of  light  to  compass  the  objects  of  its  ambition.  But 
mere  gunpowder  is  at  discount  in  civic  affairs,  and  “wool”  is  no 
longer  a  good  blinder  for  the  eyes  of  the  people — the  whigs  have 
used  it  too  long,  and  their  “  wooling'^  propensities  are  too  well 
^understood  by  the  awakened  and  vigilant  masses. 


TO  OUK  COREESPONDING  SECKETAEIES. 

Tlie  Jefferson  Union  sends  the  “Papers  for  the  Peo¬ 
ple”  to  over  two  thousand  Secretaries,  and  it  is  suggested 
that  each  of  these  Secretaries  can  easily  procure  subscri- 
bei-s  enough  to  make  him  permanently  a  Member  of  the 
Union.  By  remitting  $f0  he  becomes  a  member,  and 
is  entitled  to  25  copies  of  the  Papers  during  the  campaign. 
A  large  number  of  those  who  have  been  elected  Secre¬ 
taries  have  already  done  this,  and  it  is  believed  that  much 
good  work  will  be  accomplished  throughout  the  U.  States. 


THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 
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Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  state  of  the  Union,  The  Secreta¬ 
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nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  price  which  is  but  a  fraction  above  the 
actual  cost  of  publication.  Men  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 
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1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . 50  cents. 
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BY  A  YOUNG  HICKORY. 


Come  rally  all — tlio  bugle  call 
Above  the  field  is  heard  ; 

With  Pierce  and  King  the  breezes  ring, 

And  all  the  land  is  stirr'd  : 

The  hill-tops  and  the  valleys  pour 
Their  legions  to  the  fiuht, 

From  sea  to  sea,  from  shore  to  shore, 

The  council-fires  are  bright ! 

So,  boys,  fling  out  the  standard-sheet, 
And  let  (he  welkin  ring, 

We're  bound  to  give  the  Whigs  defeat 
With  gallant  Pierce  and  King  ! 


The  foemen’s  ranks — their  frauds  and  banks. 
And  might  of  money  power, 

Before  the  People’s  swelling  host 
Shall  tremble,  faint  and  cower  : 

W’e  ’ll  hurl  their  foul  corruption  from 
The  councils  of  the  land, 

And  high  in  Freedom’s  place  of  trust 
Democracy  shall  stand  ! 

So,  boys,  fling  out  the  standard -sheet, 
And  let  the  welkin  ring, 

'  We  ’re  bound  to  give  the  Whigs  defeat 
With  gallant  Pierce  and  King  ! 

Democracy  is  for  the  free  I 
Aristocrats  (an  do 

W’ith  creed  that  makes  the  people  bleed 
To  glorify  the  few  ; 

The  Whigs  may  ban  the  workingman, 

And  scorn  his  swarthy  hand, 

Democracy  will  hold  him  up 
The  glory  of  the  land  ! 

So,  boys,  bring  out  the  standard-sheet. 
And  let  the  welkin  ring. 

We’re  bound  to  give  the  Whigs  defeat 
With  gallant  Pierce  and  King  ! 


V 
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SCOTT  ON  NATIVISM. 

'Whoever  strikes  a  blow  at  any  one  of  the  distinctive 
principles  of  liberty  as  settled  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  either  a  Federalist  or  a  tyrant.  This  gov¬ 
ernment  was  founded  by  patriots.  Proscription  was  no 
element  of  its  young  life,  but  it  has  since  become  a  con¬ 
stituent  part  of  the  j)ol icy  of  certain  individuals  occupying 
a  position  in  tlie  political  arena.  The  constitution  lias  its 
provision  requiring  a  uniform  system  of  naturalisation  laws. 
This  provision  was  introduced  into  the  organic  law  as  a 
right  earned  by  foreigners  in  the  contest  for  freedom.  It 
was  made  a  part  of  the  national  code,  because  the  nation 
was  made  a  nation  by  the  aid  of  what  have  since  been 
styled  foreigners^  and  could  not  have  become  a  nation 
witliout  their  aid.  Ireland  immortalised  her  love  of  lib¬ 
erty  by  a  long  list  of  patriots  in  the  contest  which  cut  us 
fj-ee  from  the  insolence  and  tyranny  of  England.  With 
the  first  cry  of  liberty  they  aroused  themselves  for  battle, 
and  wherever  and  whenever  the  cry  to  arms  has  been 
heard,  either  to  win  or  save  our  independence,  Irishmen 

“Have  pour’d  their  blood  like  ruby  wine 
On  Freedom’s  altar  shrine.” 

Never  lagging  on  the  way  of  duty,  nor  hesitating  on  the 
threshold  uf  danger,  their  blood  has  been  mingled  with  our 
blood  in  every  national  contest.  No  man  knew  this  fact 
better  than  Gen.  Scott  when  he  wrote  his  Native  Ameri¬ 
can  letter.  Here  is  the  proof,  written  by  him  in  March, 
1852.^ 

“  Yon  do  me  but  justice  in  supposing  me  to  feel  a  lively 
interest  in  Ireland  and  her  sons.  Perhaps  no  man — cor- 
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tainlj  no  American — owes  so  much  to  the  valor  and  blood 
of  Irishmen  as  myself.  Many  of  them  marched  and 
fought  under  my  command  in  the  war  of  1812-15,  and 
many  more  thousands  in  the  recent  war  with  Mexico — 
not  one  of  whom  was  ever  known  to  turn  his  hack  upon 
the  enemy  or  a  friend.” 

Again,  in  1848,  he  says — 

“  From  Yera  Cruz  to  the  City  of  Mexico,  there  was  one 
generous  rivalry  in  heroic  daring  and  hrilliant  achievo- 
ments.  Let  those  who  witnessed  that  career  of  valor  and 
patriotism  say,  if  they  can,  what  race,  according  to  num¬ 
bers,  contributed  most  to  the  general  success  and  glory  of 
the  campaign.  On  the  many  hard-fought  battles,  there 
was  no  room  for  invidious  distinction.  All  proved  them¬ 
selves  the  faithful  sons  of  our  'beloved  country^  and  no 
spectato^^  could  fail  to  nisiynss  any  imaginary  prejudice 
he  might  have  entertained  as  to  the  comparative  merits  of 
Americans  by  birth  and  Americam  by  adoption?’’ 

Such  being  facts,  let  us  ask,  Was  his  I4ative  American 
letter  suddenly  thouglit  of  or  carelessly  written  ?  Let  his 
own  language  be  the  answer.  In  that  letter  he  says — 
“  My  views  )iad  their  origin  in  the  stomny  elections  of  the 
spring  of  1835,  and  were  confirmed  in  the  weeh  the  Har¬ 
rison  electors  were  chosen  in  Mew-  Yorh?’’  For  six  years, 
then,  he  was  in  a  state  of  hostility  against  Irishmen  the 
letter  so  clearly  expresses  when  he  says,  “  Fired  with  in¬ 
dignation,  two  friends  sat  down  witli  me  in  my  parlor 
at  the  Astor  House,  in  November,  1840,  to  draw  up  an 
address  designed  to  rally  an  American  party.”  This  ad¬ 
dress,  as  we  assert,  was  the  boldest  outrage  upon  Irishmen 
ever  penned,  not  even  excepting  the  diabolical  outrages 
of  English'  ^^enal  enactments.  If  this  be  denied^  produce 
the  address  to  speak  for  itself.  But  to  show  that  the  let¬ 
ter  w’as  a  deliberate  expression  of  Gen.  Scott’s  views,  let 
us  premise  that  it  was  written  after  seven  years  of  pre¬ 
meditated  opinion — %oritten^  too^  one  year  after  he  had  pre¬ 
pared  an  address  upon  the  vamj  same  suhyecf  while  the 
language  itself  speaks  premeditated  insult.  His  lan¬ 
guage  is — • 

“I  now  hesitate  between  extending  the  period  of  resi¬ 
dence  before  naturalisation,  and  a  total  repeal  of  all  acts 
of  Congress  on  the  subject — my  mind  inclines  to  A\^latter. 

Concurring  fully  in  the  principles  of  the  Philadel- 
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phia  movement,  I  should  prefer  assuming  the  name  of 
American  Republicans,  as  in  New-York,  or  Democratic 
America'ns^  as  I  would  respectfully  suggest.” 

Here  is  a  platform  of  his  principles — a  platform  which 
decapitates  Irishmen  from  the  rights  of  citizenship — which 
denies  them  the  elective  franchise,  and  which  treats  them 
with  the  fanatic  scorn  of  a  proud  man’s  contumely.  ‘‘  Con¬ 
curring  fully^"'  with  this  outrage,  he  closes  his  letter  by 
wishing  success  to  the  great  work.  Hear  him — 

“Wisliing  success  to  the  greattwork  which  you  and 
other  patriots  have  set  on  foot,  I  remain,  with  high  re¬ 
spect,  your  fellow-citizen, — Winfield  Scott.” 

This  ostracism  of  a  brave  and  generous  people  who 
have  fled  from  tyranny  to  die  in  the  defence  or  em¬ 
brace  of  liberty,  is  as  unpardonable  to  the  instincts  of  a 
generous  humanity  as  it  is  to  the  cool  calculations  of 
reason. 

But  now  that  the  vote of  Irishmen  are  felt  to  be  ne¬ 
cessary  to  elect  him — now  that  Raymond  is  aspiring  for 
the  gubernatorial  chair  of  Hew-York,  and  knows  that  with¬ 
out  their  votes  he  cannot  have  it — now  that  that  neophyte 
of  Greely,  Robinson,  forgetting  his  country,  his  blood,  and 
the  insult  Scott  has  so  long  heaped  upon  them,  in  his  un¬ 
tiring  race  after  office,  has  set  himself,  with  Raymond,  to 
work  as  the  apologists  of  Scott  to  wheedle  the  Irish  vote 
under  the  banner  of  the  arch-traitor.  This  is  to  be  brought 
about  by  a  bold  kind  of  vaulting  unequalled  in  any  grand 
and  lofty  tumbling  known  to  political  showmen.  In  May, 
1848,  W.  E.  Robinson,  knowing  that  Gen.  Scott  was  to  be 
the  candidate  of  the  whig  party  for  1852 — knowing,  too, 
that  without  the  Irish  vote  he  could  not  be  elected,  ad¬ 
dressed  Gen.  Scott  a  letter,  in  which  he  says — “A  large 
portion  of  your  fellow-citizens,  who  yield  to  none  in  the 
admiration  of  your  bravery  and  humanity  in  war  as  well 
as  your  patriotism  in  peace,  have  heen  told  that  you  favor 
the  principles  of  the  so  called  ‘Native’  party P 

This  inquiry  was  made  13  years  after  Gen.  Scott  says  he 
became  politically  a  believer  in  the  principles  of  Native 
Americanism^  7  years  after  he  draws  an  address  to  rally 
that  party  into  power  ^  and  6  years  after  he  proclaims  him¬ 
self  in  favor  of  a  total  repeal  of  all  acts  guaranteeing  to 
Irishmen  the  right  of  citizenship — six  years,  too,  after  he 
wishes  “  success  to  the  great  work”  of  driving  Irishmen 
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from  their  rights,  as  distinctly  proclaimed  by  the  Philadel¬ 
phia  Native  Americans,  without  in  that  whole  13  years 
anywhere  proclaiming  a  change  of  sentiment  or  hav¬ 
ing  given  any  indication  of  such  a  change,  unless  the 
hanging  of  thirty  Irishmen  during  a  suspension  of  arms  is 
an  indication  of  it.  Scott  did  favor  Native  Americanism. 
Pobiiison  knew  it — Irishmen  knew  it — the  bland  tilck- 
8ter  of  the  Times  knew  it — the  slip-shod  saint  of  the  Tri¬ 
bune  knew  it — the  wily  hypocrite  of  the  Senate  knew”  it. 
They  each  know  that  to  ask  Irishmen  to  vote  for  Scott  is  to 
ask  them  to  embrace  a  political  vampire  who  for  13  yeai*s 
has  abused  their  character  and  devised  every  means  to 
rob  them  of  political  power  within  the  capacity  of  his  be- 
twattled  brain.  But  no !  Irishmen  know  too  well  the  dig¬ 
nity  of  their  manhood  thus  to  debase  themselves.  They 
know  Scott  Kates  the  foreigner — that  his  life  has  been 
an  indelible  evidence  of  arrogance  and  insolence  towards 
them.  They  know”,  too,  that  he  sat  himself  down  in  his  par¬ 
lor  at  the  Astor  House  to  draw  an  address  full  of  bitter¬ 
ness,  invective  and  hatred  towards  them — that  he  did  it 
at  a  time  wdien  he  thought  Native  Americans  could  make 
him  president.  They  know,  too,  that  Scott  now  has  no 
reliance  upon  Native  Americans,  that  he  has  left  them, 
not  from  his  own  instincts,  but  because  he  believed  them  to 
be  without  power,  and  that  he  wTote  his  Robinson  letter 
because  he  thought  he  might  wheedle  the  Irish  into  his 
support  by  doing  so,  and  thereby  obtain  an  element  of 
power  sufficient  to  secure  his  election.  But  let  us  look 
at  this  death-bed  repentance  of  the  old  Federabst.  lie 
arouses  from  the  zeal  of  his  hatred  with  a  love  as  sin¬ 
cere  as  that  of  an  lago,  and  says — 

‘‘  Certainly  it  would  he  impo^sihle  for  me  to  recommend 
or  support  any  measure  intended  to  exclude  the7n  from  a 
just  and  full  participation  in  all  civil  and  political 
rights  now  secured  to  them  hy  our  republican  laws  and 
institution sP  He  goes  on  to  say,  after  accusing  foreign¬ 
ers  of  fraud — “  It  is  true,  that  in  a  time  of  unusual  ex¬ 
citement  I  was  inclined  to  concur  in  the  opinion  then 
avowed  hy  leading  statesmen^  that  some  modification  of  the 
naturalisation  laws  might  be  necessary  in  order  to  pre¬ 
vent  abuses,  allay  strife  and  restore  harmony  between  the 
different  classes  of  our  people.  But  later  experience  and 
reflection  have  entirely  reimoved  this  iMiniEssiON  and 

DISSU'ATED  MY  APPREHENSIONS.’’ 


STAND  FROM  UNDER  1 
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ITow  preposterous  the  excuse  !  It  even  ont-scotts  Scott 
in  his  celebrated  letters  to  Secretary  Marcy.  Would 
Scott,  Robinson  and  Raymond  have  Irishmen  believe  that 
Lis  Native  American  letter  was  the  result  of  an  impulse 
emanating  from  extreme  excitement.  This  “  extreme  ex¬ 
citement”  boiled  in  his  blood  from  1835  to  1840,  and  then 
cooled  itself  into  an  address  that  demanded  the  repeal  of 
our  repvhlican  laws  and  institutions^'^  and  required  the 
substitution  of  laws  “  intended  to  exclude  them  from  a 
just  and  full  participation  in  all  civil  and  political  rights” 
then  secured  to  them  by  the  constitution.  But  this  freak 
of  an  apology — this  excitement  running  through  his  whole 
political  life  and  tainting  his  political  opinions  for  13 
years  —is  all  to  be  cured  by  a  letter  to  Robinson  on  the 
ground  of  sudden  impulse  and  extreme  excitement.  If  it 
was  an  impulse,  it  had  its  foundation  in  a  heart  hating  Irish¬ 
men  ;  if  it  was  excitement,  it  lasted  too  long  to  be  eradi¬ 
cated  by  a  single  apology ;  especially  when  the  apology 
is  thought  to  be  necessary  to  secure  his  election.  No  such 
folly  can  clear  his  record.  Credulity  has  its  limits,  in¬ 
sanity  its  reason.  It  were  better  to  be  honest,  and  say, 
in  excusing  Scott  from  his  hatred  of  Irishmen,  what  was 
said  by  a  delegate  to  the  Baltimore  convention  that  nonvl- 
nattd  him.,  in  excusing  his  Native  American  letter.,  at  the 
A  star  House.,  on  his  return  from  the  convention.  lie 
said,  “  he  had  often  felt  that  if  he  could  have  the  head 
of  every  Irishman  in  the  country  fastened  into  one  vicCy 
and  could  wield  a  huge  saw  that  wcndd  cut  off  the  head 
of  the  whole  race  at  one  momenty  he  would  cut  them  off 
and  rid  the  country  of  a  scourge^’'  It  is  thus  the  friends 
of  Gen.  Scott  apologise  for  him.  Irishmen!  think  of  the 
letter !  think  of  the  apology  1 !  and  remember  it  was  a 
whig  that  wrote  the  one  and  a  whig  that  made  the  other. 


STAND  FROM  UNDER  I 

The  Hon.  Joshua  Brick,  a  distinguished  Brick  in  the 
whig  temple  in  New  Jersey,  has  tumbled  from  the  edifice 
and  stands  right  end  up  on  the  democratic  platform. 
Thus,  while  the  crumbling  has  commenced  and  the  tem¬ 
ple  falls  to  ruin.  New  Jersey  is  turning  her  clay  to  glori¬ 
ous  account. 
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AN  OLD  SOLDIER’S  LETTERS  TO  GEJST.  SCOTT. 
No.  2. 

It  is  possible  to  investigate  your  want  of  judgment  at 
Cbippewa  and  Lundy’s  Lane,  General  Scott,  without  call¬ 
ing  in  question  your  courage ;  and  it  is  possible  that  all 
the  dislike  and  scorn  which  so  many  of  your  distinguished 
cotemporaries  felt  and  declared  for  you,  might  arise  from 
difference  of  opinion  about  your  duelling  conduct  and  the 
like,  quite  aside  from  considerations  of  personal  integrity, 
but  there  is  one  little  unexplained  stain  upon  your  hon¬ 
esty,  one  slight  accusation  of  a  monied  breach  of  trust, 
that  it  seems  necessary  to  put  in  a  clearer  light.  We  who 
have  served  near  you,  know  that  you  are  generally  brave 
under  excitement,  and  are  often  generous  on  proper  oc¬ 
casions,  and  deserve  no  worse  reputation  for  fickleness, 
falsehood,  or  even  vanity,  than  many  other  heroes  the 
world  is  pleased  to  smile  upon ;  and  it  may  be  the  little 
affair  that  we  are  about  to  consider  was  nothing  more 
than  a  trifling  irregularity  which  it  was  cruel  in  those 
stubborn  old  “  sword-knots  of  the  Revolution”  to  call 
swindling  and  dishonesty. 

Many  considerations  worked  together  to  hush  this  affair 
and  keep  this  stigma  on  your  soldierly  faith  in  long  and 
silent  darkness  ;  where,  doubtless,  it  would  have  slept  for¬ 
ever,  but  for  the  impatience  of  your  friends  to  make  yon 
the  guardian  of  the  national  treasury.  Before  this  hap¬ 
pens  it  is  desirable  the  public  should  more  exactly  under¬ 
stand  the  extent  of  your  financial  capacity  and  your  trust¬ 
worthiness  as  the  people’s  steward. 

In  1809,  Captain  Winfield  Scott  was  sent  with  his  com¬ 
pany  to  the  Mississippi,  in  those  days  a  rude,  unhealthy 
wilderness,  not  at  all  agreeable  to  the  tastes  of  a  dashing 
young  gentleman.^  The  Indians  were  troublesome,  but  at 
no  time  has  Captain,  Colonel,  or  General  Scott  been  ha])py 
in  his  dealings  with  them,  and  he  demanded  leave  of  ab¬ 
sence  for  the  unpleasant  months,  with  the  declared  inten¬ 
tion  of  throwing  up  his  commission  if  it  was  refused. 
Owing  to  the  heat  of  the  climate,  probably,  he  had  sev¬ 
eral  quarrels  on  his  hands  about  that  time,  and  among 
other  things  was  rather  censured  for  challenging  Dr.  Up- 


AN  OLD  SOLDIER’S  LETTERS. 


81 


Shaw — a  very  sick  man,  whom  Death  was  threatening  in 
another  form — to  deadly  combat  with  sword  or  ball.  In 
common  with  many  other  gentlemen  connected  with  the 
army,  Dr.  Upshaw  of  the  Fifth  had  taken  the  liberty  to 
say,  that  is  was  highly  improper  in  Capt.  Winfield  Scott 
to  draw  two  months  wages  of  thirty-six  men  and  put  it 
to  his  own  use,  while  the  men  were  suffering  in  health 
for  the  little  comforts  it  would  procure  them.  This  money 
was  drawn  in  Richmond  before  the  company  started  for 
the  South,  and  so  much  as  was  ever  accounted  for,  was 
only  paid  over  more  than  a  year  afterwards,  when  a  large 
portion  of  the  claimants  had  been  swept  away  by  the 
dreadful  summer  fevers  that  ravaged  the  force  on  the 
Mississippi  in  1809.  While  this  scourge  was  thinning 
the  ranks  of  his  company,  Capt.  Scott  was  visiting  his 
friends  in  Virginia  and  AVashington,  on  full  pay,  and  with 
the  pay  in  his  pocket  which  might  have  assuaged  with 
much  longed-for  refreshments  the  lips  of  his  dying  men. 
The  command  had  devolved  upon  Lieut.  Estes,  and,  in 
obedience  to  his  military  duty,  he  laid  a  formal  statement 
of  the  wrong  done  the  thirty-six  soldiers  before  the  com¬ 
manding  general,  to  be  transmitted  to  the  War  Depart¬ 
ment,  w'here  it  ought  to  be  on  record  now,  with  the  mus¬ 
ter-roll  and  court-martial  return,  if  the  hahit  of  suppress¬ 
ing  and  destroying  inconvenient  documents^  which  Mr. 
Webster  has  introduced  into  the.  State  Department.^  has  not 
communicated  itself  to  the  War  Bureaus. 

“  Camp,  Terke  au  Bceuf,  July  9th,  1809. 

“  Captain  Winfield  Scott  having  left  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  and  I  being  the  eldest  officer  in  his  ab¬ 
sence,  have  had  frequent  applications  from  the  greater 
part  of  the  men  now  under  my  command,  for  two  months’ 
pay  due  them,  to  wit,  September  and  October,  1808  ; 
which  money  I  know  Captain  Scott  received  at  Riclimond, 
and  has  not  accounted  to  the  men  for  ;  and  herewith  en¬ 
close  a  pay-roll  made  out  by  Capt.W.  Scott,  for  September 
and  October,  with  the  affidavit  of  the  men  present,  that 
have  not  received  their  money  from  him  for  the  above- 
mentioned  time ;  and  I  do  certify,  that  the  remarks  made 
by  me  on  the  pay-roll,  opposite  their  names,  are  accurate 
and  just,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge.  I  am,  sir,  respect¬ 
fully,  your  obd’t  serv’t,  John  H.T.  Estes. 

“  General  Wilkinson.” 
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About  the  beginning  of  1810,  Capt.  Scott  was  tried  on 
this  charge  and  convicted  of  drawing  and  detaining  his 
company’s  irionej,  while  he  left  them  sick  and  dying,  un¬ 
der  every  discomfort,  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi, 
to  visit  his  friends  in  the  Atlantic  states.  He  was  con¬ 
demned  to  a  year’s  suspension  and  deprived  of  pay  and 
emoluments  for  the  time.  It  might  have  been  a  more  per¬ 
manent  fall,  but  President  Madison’s  well  known  tenderness 
for  the  3'oung  aspirants  from  his  beloved  Virginia,  disposed 
him  to  great  indulgence,  and  the  more  as  Capt.  Scott  had 
made  restitution  to  the  surviving  soldiers  as  soon  as  he 
was  notified  that  he  was  to  meet  the  charge  before  a 
court  martial.  The  winning  attentions  of  Captain  Scott, 
which  no  one  knows  better  how  to  pay  than  himself,  cap¬ 
tivated  the  heart  of  Madison  to  such  a  degree  that  offi¬ 
cers  from  other  sections  of  the  country  complained,  that 
elder  and  better  men  were  set  aside  to  make  way  for  the 
rapid  promotion  of  the  ‘‘  tall  favorite.” 

I  have  not  desired  to  add  one  bitter  word  or  one  harsh 
insinuation  to  this  plain  and  well-authenticated  fact,  for  I 
am  not  personally  your  enemy,  Gen.  Scott,  but  I  would 
not  have  the  country  deceive  itself  about  your  fitness  as  it 
deceived  itself  about  Gen.  Taylor’s  civic  capacities.  Gen. 
Jackson  refused  you  his  confidence,  but  he  also  magnani¬ 
mously  refused  to  place  any  bar  to  your  future  advance¬ 
ment.  “  The  coxcomb  may  turn  out  useful  and  honest  at 
last,”  said  the  llero-Sage. 

The  wise  and  noble  Clinton  doubted  and  despised,  but 
he,  too,  refused  to  turn  upon  and  crush  you,  though  you 
provoked  him  so  bitterly. 

The  brave  and  badly-appreciated  Gaines  told  you  that 
3^our  misconduct  in  Florida  was  infamous  towards  him 
and  disastrous  to  the  countiy,  yet  he  spared  you  the  rigor¬ 
ous  investigations  of  the  law. 

The  gallant  Worth  and  the  sacrificed  Duncan  withstood 
you  resolutely  in  Mexico,  and  saved  you  and  the  army 
from  a  fatal  error,  yet  they  buried  your  worst  acts  in  ob¬ 
livion  out  of  love  to  the  service. 

Henry  Clay,  the  last  and  noblest  sacrifice  of  party  in¬ 
gratitude,  deplored,  even  with  tears,  on  his  dying  bed, 
the  “suicidal  rashness  of  placing  at  the  head  of  the  Union 
a  man  without  prudence,  without  probity,  without  talent, 
without  stability.”  This  warning  was  the  last  legacy  of 
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Henry  Clay  to  the  party  that  his  faithful  services  had  dig¬ 
nified  for  a  quarter  of  a  century.  That  blind  and  ungrate¬ 
ful  party,  which  lavishes  its  money  on  Webster,  its  honors 
on  Scott,  its  insults  on  Fillmore,  and  its  empty  funeral 
compliments  on  the  broken-hearted  Clay,  may  yet  mourn 
its  crowning  felly — this  rash  contempt  for  the  prophetic 
councils  of  its  dying  chief. 


AH  IPvEESPOHSIBLE  ADMIHISTKATIOH. 

It  is  the  peculiar  and  inevitable  infatuation  of  whig  ad¬ 
ministrations  to  adopt  royal  systems  and  royal  precedents 
for  their  guidance.  They  are  always  talking  and  think¬ 
ing  of  the  government  instead  of  \)iiQjpeople  of  the  United 
States.  This  is  a  distinction  worth  remembering,  for  the 
practical  sovereignty  of  the  people,  which  is  the  vital  prin¬ 
ciple  of  Democracy,  is  in  direct  antagonism  to  the  assump¬ 
tions  of  whig  rulers.  Mr.  Webster’s  inordinate  passion 
for  over-riding  the  President,  to  make  himself  conspicuous, 
has  led  him  to  announce  with  rather  indiscreet  frankness 
the  introduction  of  a  royal  habitude  in  the  Executive  of¬ 
fice,  in  direct  variance  with  all  the  requirements  of  our 
republican  constitution.  lie  makes  the  President  a  mere 
pageant,  a  perfect  irresponsibility  in  the  transaction  of  our 
afiaii-s  with  foreign  powers.  Foreign  ministers,  he  ex¬ 
pressly  declares,  must  not  “  even  talk  of  business  to  the 
President  they  must  address  themselves  exclusively  to 
the  Secretary  of  State.  That  is  to  say,  in  plain  English, 
Mr.  Webster  is  for  the  present  the  government  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States.  This  rule  was  invented  for  the  comfort  of 
kings,  and  is  not  intended  or  admitted  to  exist  under  our 
institutions. 

The  cabinet  of  a  crowned  head  is  the  only  responsible 
executive,  for  the  sovereign  is  held  not  to  be  accountable 
or  punishable  for  any  of  his  acts.  With  us,  the  President 
is  elected  to  be  the  real  and  accountable  executive,  and 
the  cabinet  members  are  but  highly  salaried  and  confiden¬ 
tial  heads  of  their  respective  divisions  of  the  executive  du¬ 
ties.  They  are  answerable  for  the  proper  performance  of 
the  executive  measures  confided  to  them,  but  fur  the  mea- 
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sures  themselves  the  President  himself,  and  no  other,  an¬ 
swers  to  the  law  and  the  people. 

It  is  a  necessity  of  hereditary  governments,  where  an 
infant,  an  idiot,  or  a  madman  may  fill  the  throne,  to  set¬ 
tle  upon  the  ministry,  which  is  in  fact  the  executive  power, 
the  executive  responsibilities.  “The  king  can  do  no 
wrong,”  says  a  fiction  of  kingcraft,  and  the  cabinet  must 
abide  the  blame  of  its  own  short-comings.  Suppose,  as  a 
parallel  to  an  Executive  that  must  not  discharge  its  own 
duties,  we  had  a  general  in  the  field  whom  etiquette  for¬ 
bids  to  perform  his,  and  the  enemy  come  to  propose  terms. 
His  first  aide-de-camp  would  then  say — “  You  must  not 
address  yourself  to  the  GeneraJ,  but  to  me.  When  we 
have  settled  upon  the  terms  he  will  add  the  formality  of 
his  signature,  of  course.” 

“  And  pray,  sir,”  it  might  be  asked,  “  are  you  respon¬ 
sible  for  any  sacrifice  of  the  national  interest  you  may  fall 
into  ?  ” 

“  Hot  at  all,  since  I  am  not  appointed  by  law  to  act  in 
chief.” 

“  Is  your  superior  officer  made  accountable,  then  ?  ” 

“  Hardly — since  it  is  understood  he  does  nothing  about 
it.” 

This  is  exactly  the  irresponsible  position  in  which  Mr. 
Webster  places  the  government,  and  it  has  cost  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more  and  the  country  much  discredit.  It  has  given  us  a 
frontier  convulsed  with  lawless  bloodshed  ;  it  has  humili¬ 
ated  our  flag  with  many  insults,  produced  an  unheard-of 
subserviency  to  foreign  powers,  and  left  the  communica¬ 
tion  with  California  at  the  mercy  of  foreign  dictation. 
Never  in  our  youngest  and  feeblest  days  did  the  Union 
submit  to  so  many  injuries  as  we  have  endured  in  silence 
within  three  years,  since  we  hav,e  had  an  irresponsible 
administration. 


WEBSTEP’S  POSITION. 

Webster’s  feelings  in  relation  to  the  Scott  and  Seward 
nomination  are  sufficiently  indicated  in  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  from  his  late  speech  in  Boston — more  terrible  sar- 
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casm  was  never  uttered  in  fewer  lines : — “  You  all  know, 
gentlemen,  that  it  is  not  my  fortune  to  be  a  successful 
military  man.  (Great  laughter.)  I  am  nothing — (renew¬ 
ed  laughter) — nothing  but  a  hard-working,  pains-taking, 
drudging  civilian,  giving  my  life,  and  health,  and  strength, 
to  the  maintenance  of  the  constitution,  and  the  upholding, 
to  the  best  of  my  ability,  under  the  providence  of  God, 
the  liberties  of  my  country.” 

This  language  has  not  exactly  the  tone  of  disappoint¬ 
ment  or  mortification  at  defeat,  but  it  is  i*ather  the  quiet 
sneer  of  contempt  and  ridicule  of  the  insult  which  is  offer¬ 
ed  to  the  decency  and  dignity  of  statesmanship  when  a 
w’cak,  conceited,  foolish,  blustering  disciple  of  gunpowder 
sets  up  to  be  a  civilian,  very  much  as  a  badger  might 
crawl  into  a  lion’s  den  and  set  up  to  be  a  lion,  and  a  party 
is  to  be  found  to  ratify  the  assumption.  Webster’s  sneers 
will  do  more  than  any  words  to  make  the  Scott  and  Sew¬ 
ard  fanatics  hated  by  the  entire  sane  portion  of  the  whig 
party. 


WHIG  QUALIFICATIONS  FOR  THE  PRESIDENCY. 

We  have  not  seen  in  the  whig  newspapers  n  single  re¬ 
spectably  written  article  which  attempts  to  show  tliat  the 
whig  nominee  has  one  qualification,  either  mental  or  pru¬ 
dential^  for  the  high  civic  seat  to  which  he  aspires.  Even 
the  iSTew-York  Tribune,  wdiich  never  before  found  the 
))Oundary  line  of  its  impudence,  has  not  the  cheek  to  base 
Gen.  Scott’s  claims  to  the  presidency  on  a  single  civic 
qualification  which  he  possesses.  It  harps  continually 
upon  Lundy’s  Lane,  Chippewa,  Chapultepec,  Churubusco, 
as  though  we  must  hunt  only  amid  the  rattle  and  stench 
of  battles  for  the  statesmanship  and  civic  experience  which 
can  conduct  with  safety  the  aftairs  of  State.  To  such  a 
mad  height  do  the  whigs  carry  the  farce  of  their  gunpow¬ 
der  mania,  that  it  would  not  surprise  us  to  see  them  dig 
up  the  old  bones  from  the  battle  fields,  and  put  them  sev¬ 
erally  and  enthusiastically  in  nomination  for  governors, 
ministers  of  finance,  secretaries  of  state,  etc.,  without  ever 
pausing  to  ask  the  question,  “Can  these  diy  bones  live?” 
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But  it  is  all  a  disgusting  farce.  The  fanatical  branch  of 
the  whig  party,  which  has  procured  the  nomination  of 
Scott,  is  the  anti-war  party,  whicli  prayed  that  the  Mexi¬ 
cans  would  give  our  soldiers  “hospitable  graves,”  and  de¬ 
nounced  the  democratic  administration  which  carried  on 
that  war  as  a  bandit  and  a  robber.  The  men  of  this  faction 
professedly  despise  the  profession  of  the  soldier;  they 
have,  in  their  hearts,  a  silent,  settled  contempt  for  the 
military  fame  of  Gen.  Scott,  and  for  all  military  meu,  but 
they  regard  the  masses  as  tools  which  they  may  use  to 
raise  themselves  into  power — as  creatures  of  their  plea¬ 
sure,  which  they  must  wheedle  and  cheat  with  baubles, 
trappings  and  “  feathers,”  to  make  them  subservient  to 
the  aims  of  their  ambition.  Tiiey  are  the  politicians,  who, 
in  their  private  letters  to  each  other,  laugh  at  their  own 
success  m  jnilling  the  wool  over  the  eyes  of  the  people^  as 
Greeley  wrote  to  a  whig  member  in  Congress  in  1848.  The 
same  whig  editor,  in  1848,  called  the  officers  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  army  in  M'exico  “journeymen  throat-cutters” ;  but 
now  he  becomes  so  full  and  unctuous  with  admiration 
of  military  exploits,  that  he  professes  to  know  no  such 
place  for  saints  and  statesmen  as  is  to  be  found  in  the 
camp  of  these  very  “  throat-cutters.”  Availahility  is  the 
first  and  the  last  principle  of  the  whig  canvass,  without 
the  shadow  of  a  reference  to  the  civic  cpialifications  of  the 
candidate. 

The  man  whom  these  whig  leaders  called  a  “  vain,  con¬ 
ceited  coxcomb  of  a  man”  in  ’48,  is,  in  ’52,  their  tool  to 
carry  on  their  gigantic  schemes  of  robbing  the  public  trea¬ 
sury,  and  crushing  the  power  of  the  people  under  the  pro- 
digioii'^i  weight  of  the  central  govei'iiment.  To  the  eye  of 
whiggery,  government  is  everything — the  people  nothing 
but  tools  and  instruments  of  ])ower  to  the  sti’ong  and  the 
rich.  For  their  purposes,  a  “  vain,  conceited  coxcomb  of 
a  man”  is  a  good  enough  candidate — they  des])ise  the 
masses,  and  hope  to  cheat  them  again  with  life,  and 
drum,  and  gunpowder. 


AECIIBISIIOP  HUGHES’  POSTTIOH. 

A  corresponding  secretary  of  Kentuckv  informs  us  that 
the  whigs  are  reporting  that  Archbishop  Hughes  will  use 
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his  endeavors  to  carry  the  entire  Catholic  vote  of  New 
York  for  Scott.  We  pronounce  the  whole  story  a  calum¬ 
nious  falsehood.  The  wings  seem  determined,  in  one 
’way  or  another,  to  drag  this  distinguished  Prelate  into  the 
arena  of  political  strife,  when  he  himself  has  shown  no 
disposition  to  enter  there  at  all.  There  is  not  a  clergyman 
in  the  United  States  who  discharges  the  simple  duties  of 
a  citizen  with  more  propriety  and  peaceableness  than 
Archbishop  Hughes.  And  all  this  attempt  to  represent 
him  in  any  other  light  is  a  scandalous  abuse  of  a  great 
and  just  man  and  a  good  citizen. 


GEN.  SCOTT’S  PEDIGPEE. 

Scott  boasts  his  pedigree  is  old, 

No  genealogist  can  scan  it ; 

Some  “  Scottish  gentleman,”  w^e  ’re  told, 
In  seventeen  forty -fiv^e  began  it.  ' 

No  doubt  that  the  story  is  so, 

For  this  philosophical  reason — 

When  seeds  degenerate,  we  know 

They ’ve  been  sown  for  many  a  season. 


EXPKESS  FACILITIES. 

For  the  distribution  of  “Papers  for  the  People,”  ema¬ 
nating  from  the  “  Jeffei’son  Union,”  those  Campaign  Doc¬ 
uments  will  be  sent,  weekly,  to  every  town  in  tlie  Union. 

The  various  Express  Lines  are  so  perfected  in  arrange¬ 
ment — penetrating  as  they  do  into  thousands  of  inhabited 
districts  where  there  are  no  Post-Offices — we  find  it  expe¬ 
dient  to  use  such  facilities  for  distribution,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  uncertainties  attendant  iqjon  the  ])resent 
management  of  the  mails. 

Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.  run  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburgh  and  the  South-west ;  and  by  steamships 
from  New-York  to  California,  New-Orleans  and  Mobile; 
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and  by  Hoey  &  Co.  to  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  all 
through  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The 
American  Express  Co. — Wells,  Butterfield  &  Co.,  and  Liv¬ 
ingston,  Fargo  &  Co.,  proprietors — from  ISTew-York  to  St. 
Louis,  via  Albany,  Buffalo,  the  Lakes,  Detroit,  Chicago, 
&c. ;  and  via  Erie  Kailroad  to  Dunkirk,  Cleveland,  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Louisville — terminating  at  St.  Louis. 

In  every  town  where  fifty  subscribers  shall  be  obtained 
the  packages  containing  “  Papers  for  the  People”  will  be 
sent  by  jExpress  (except  at  extreme  distances)  at  half  the 
Postage  charge. 

Our  Agents  and  Correspondents  will  please  notify  us, 
immediately,  if  they  will  receive  their  packages  by  Ex¬ 
press  instead  of  the  Post,  and  make  their  arrangements 
for  delivery  accordingly. 


TO  OUE  COKEESPOI^DING  SECEETAEIES. 

The  Jefferson  Union  sends  the  “  Papers  for  the  People” 
to  over  two  thousand  Secretaries,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
each  of  these  Secretaries  can  easily  procure  subscribers 
enough  to  make  him  permanently  a  Member  of  the  Union. 
By  remitting  $10  he  becomes  a  member,  and  is  entitled 
to  25  copies  of  the  Papers  during  the  campaign.  A  large 
number  of  those  who  have  been  elected  Secretaries  have 
already  done  this,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  work 
will  be  accomplished  throughout  the  United  States. 


THE  jf;fferson  union. 

The  Jefterson  Union  is  now  thoroughly  organised,  with  a  Corresponding 
Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  state  of  the  Union.  The  Secreta¬ 
ries  have  been  elected  with  reference  not  only  to  their  ability  but  their  character 
as  faithful  and  incorruptible  Denuxirats,  The  “  Papers  for  the  People”  are  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  price  which  is  but  a  fraction  above  the 
actual  cost  of  publication.  Men  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 

TERMS  TO  SINGLE  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CLUBS: 


1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . hO  cents- 

25  complete  copies,  “  ‘‘  $10  00 

50  “  «  “  “  19  00 

100  »  “  “  “  35  00 

500  “  “  “  . 170  00 

1000  “  “  “  “  300  00 


All  communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  to  Jefferson  Union 
115  Chambers  Street,  New- York. 
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GEN.  SCOW’S  STATESMxVNSHIP. 

We  are  dealing  with  Gen.  Scott  not  as  a  soldier,  but  as 
a  civilian.  The  inevitable  deduction  from  the  facts  we  liave 
lieretofoi-e  stated  is,  that  tliough  he  possesses  those  mental 
and  physical  qualities  which  make  him  a  good  officer  amidst 
the  roar  and  smoke  of  the  conflict,  his  mind  at  other  times, 
and  especially  when  applied  toother  subjects  than  war,  is 
feeble  and  shallow.  A  hero  in  war,  he  is  a  charlatan  in 
politics,  lie  exhibited  the  perfection  of  the  military  art 
when  he  threw  a  pitiless  shower  of  bombs  into  Vera  Cruz, 
lie  displayed  the  highest  reach  of  absurdity  when  he 
threw  his  letter  into  the  Baltimore  Convention.  He  wrote 
to  Mr.  Archer  (a  delegate  from  Virginia)  saying,  that  he 
had  concluded  not  to  write  a  letter  to  the  Convention,  nor 
to  any  member  of  it,  previous  to  the  nomination  ;  but  if 
that  honor  fell  to  him,  he  would  then  write  a  letter  as 
sti'ongly  in  favor  of  the  compromise  measures  as  a  cer¬ 
tain  series  of  resolutions  he  had  read  to  Archer  a  couple  of 
days  before.  And  he  requested  Archer  to  say  as  much  to 
Gov.  Jones,  Butts,  and  other  delegates.  When  Botts  read 
this  letter  to  the  Convention,  to  prove  that  Scott  was  sound 
on  the  comj)i-omise  measures,  but  would  write  no  letter  to 
the  Convention  or  any  m.emher  of  it^  no  wonder  it  was  re¬ 
ceived  with  ‘‘roars  of  laughter.”  Was  there  ever  any¬ 
thing  more  ridiculous?  It  was  Scott  to  the  life. 

But  there  are  far  more  serious  objections  to  Scott  as  a 
politician  than  those  we  have  mentioned.  He  is  an  old- 
fashioned  federalist,  and  holds  to  all  the  worst  doctrines  of 
the  lineal  descendants  of  tliat  class  of  politicians.  He  ad¬ 
vocates  a  loose  interpretation  of  the  constitution;  would 
clothe  the  national  government  with  dangerous  powers ; 
is  in  iavor  of  a  United  States  Bank,  the  distribution  of  the 
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proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States, 
the  prosecution  of  a  gigantic  system  of  internal  improve¬ 
ments  by  the  federal  government,  a  high  protective  tariff, 
a  large  increase  of  the  army,  and  a  repeal  of  the  naturali¬ 
sation  laws.  He  long  ago  gave  in  his  adhesion  to  anti¬ 
masonry  and  Hative  Americanism.  With  his  pen  he  has 
made  war  on  all  secret  societies,  and  his  sweeping  crusade 
would  exterminate  not  the  Masonic  fraternity  only,  but 
Odd  Fellows,  Sons  of  Temperance,  and  all  similar  associa¬ 
tions.  He  has  declared  under  his  own  hand,  that  our  na¬ 
turalisation  laws  ought  either  to  be  wholly  abolished,  or 
so  modified  as  to  require  persons  of  foreign  birth  to  reside 
here  twenty-one  years  before  being  permitted  to  vote ; 
and  he  prefers  total  abolition  to  modification.  His  avowed 
principles,  if  carried  out,  would  drive  all  adopted  citi¬ 
zens  from  the  polls,  and  suppress  by  force  the  expression 
of  all  active  sympathy  with  the  efforts  of  the  oppressed  of 
foreign  countries  to  achieve  their  liberties.  Place  Scott 
in  power,  with  a  Congress  to  do  his  bidding,  and  we 
should  see  a  resurrection  and  revivification  of  those  pro¬ 
scriptive  measures,  antiquated  schemes,  and  rotten  insti¬ 
tutions  of  the  federal  regime^  which  were  killed  and  buried 
during  the  administrations  of  Jefferson,  Jackson,  YanBu- 
ren  and  Polk. 

Scott’s  political  associations  are  worse,  if  possible,  than 
his  political  principles — his  political  advisers  more  intol¬ 
erable  even  than  his  political  heresies.  He  has  long  been 
identified  with  the  worst  portion  of  the  whig  party.  For 
years  he  has  been  under  the  control  of  William  H.  Seward, 
Thurlow  Weed,  and  their  followere.  He  has  been  their 
favorite  presidential  candidate  for  the  last  three  terms. 
These  facts  are  notorious  among  all  well-informed  New- 
York  politicians.  Henry  Clay,  now  no  more,  eternally 
honored  be  the  name  !  has  never  fancied  this  cabal,  and 
would  not  favor  the  aspiratioAS  of  their  leader.  Too  high- 
minded  to  stoop  so  low  to  curry  favor.  Clay  early  provok- 
•ed  the  hostility  of  the  band  of  adventurers  that  followed 
the  fortunes  of  Seward.  In  1840,  thif3  unscrupulous  clique 
used  Scott’s  name  in  the  Whig  National  Convention,  to 
prevent  the  nomination  of  the  great  Kentuckian.  They 
accomplished  the  same  end  by  the  same  means,  in  1848. 
Thus  Scott  has  been  made  the  willing  instrument  for  blast¬ 
ing  the  hopes  of  the  illustrious  whig  chief,  on  the  only  twa 
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occasions  when  he  stood  any  chance  of  reaching  the  goal 
of  his  ambition.  Seward,  Weed  &  Co.  have,  for  the  last 
dozen  years,  pursued  the  same  course  towards  prominent 
whigs  in  New-York,  that  they  have  towards  the  lamented 
Olay  on  the  national  arena.  To  enable  the  head  of  the 
clan  to  rise  above  all  competitors  at  home,  they  have  de¬ 
capitated  every  distinguished  whig  who  would  not  do  ho¬ 
mage  to  the  chieftain  whom  they  had  set  up.  It  is  tings 
which  has  placed  under  the  ban  such  men  as  Millard  Filk 
more,  Francis  Granger,  Luther  Bradish,  John  C.  Spencer, 
Samuel  Stevens,  Joshua  A.  Spencer,  and  whigs  of  that 
stamp.  With  talents  fully  equal  to  Seward,  and  his  supe¬ 
riors  in  uprightness  of  purpose  and  dignity  of  character, 
he  and  his  trainbands  have  pushed  them  aside,  while  a 
race  of  fourth-rate  politicians,  whose  only  recommenda¬ 
tion  was  fidelity  to  Seward,  have  been  thrust  into  stations 
of  honor  and  power.  By  mingling  a  great  amount  of  ar¬ 
rogance  and  pretension  with  a  good  deal  of  talent  and  en¬ 
ergy,  and  by  the  free  use  of  unscrupulous  agents  and  des¬ 
perate  means,  Seward  has  put  down  all  rivalry  at  home, 
and  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the  whig  party  of  J^ew- 
York. 

That  which  has  been  done  in  blew-York  will,  if  Scott  is 
elected,  be  attempted  on  the  broader  theatre  of  the  Union. 
The  tactics  of  the  Albany  Junto  will  be  introduced  into 
the  cabinet  at  Washington.  Eminent  talent,  manly  inde¬ 
pendence,  and  exalted  patriotism,  will  be  proscribed ; 
while  mediocrity,  subserviency,  and  sectionalism,  will  be 
in  the  ascendant.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  Scott  would  not 
permit  this.  Seward  knows  his  man  !  The  wily  trickster 
who  could  insinuate  himself  into  the  confidence  of  so 
strong  and  well-balanced  a  mind  as  Gen.  Taylor’s,  per¬ 
suading  him  to  discard  the  counsel  of  such  statesmen  as 
Clay  and  Webster,  will  not  fail  to  subdue  to  his  purposes 
a  weak  and  vain  man  like  Scott.  But  the  question  ad¬ 
mits  of  no  argument.  Seward  and  his  friends  made  Scott 
— they  nominated  Scott — and  if  elected,  he  will  owe  his 
elevation  to  them,  and  could  not  stand  a  moment  without 
their  support. 


94 


THE  TEHUANTEPEC  QUESTION. 


THE  TEHUANTEPEC  QUESTION. 

Among  the  questions  of  national  policy  which  present 
themselves  with  peculiar  claims  upon  the  democi'atic  par¬ 
ty  during  the  present  campaign,  is  the  security  of  a  free 
passage  across  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  to  our  Pacific 
possessions,  and  the  protection  of  the  proprietary  rights 
and  franchises  now  held  by  American  citizens.  Originat¬ 
ing  with  the  cabinet  of  Mr.  Polk,  the  acquisition  of  this 
great  channel  of  inter-oceanic,  and  (if  we  may  use  the  ex¬ 
pression)  of  inter-date  communication,  was  deemed  a  mat- 
iner  of  such  national  importance  to  the  dev^eloprnent  and 
security  of  our  newly-acquired  possessions  on  the  Pacific, 
that  it  was  sought  to  be  obtained  by  treaty  stipulation. 
The  history  of  this  negociation,  resulting  as  it  did  in  fail¬ 
ure,  under  the  special  management  of  Gen.  Scott,  and 
through  the  connivance  of  British  agents,  has  already 
been  presented  in  a  previous  number  of  our  paper. — 
Thwarted  in  this  great  national  design,  the  democratic  ad¬ 
ministration  were  reluctant!}^  compelled  to  yield  the  rights 
of  conquest  to  the  claims  of  English  purchase,  and  for  a 
while  the  connecting  link  in  the  sisterhood  of  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  states — though  then  but  faintly  foreshadowed 
in  the  hidden  treasure-heaps  of  the  distant  west — passed 
from  our  hands.  But  “  the  destiny  that  shapes  our  ends, 
rough  hew  them  as  we  will,”  soon  brought  about  a  train 
of  fortuitous  circumstances,  which  placed  the  Tehuantepec 
Isthmus  again  within  reach  of  the  American  people.  The 
English  firm  of  Manning  &  Mackintosh,  who  had  served 
in  the  interim  as  a  means  through  which  Great  Britain 
prevented  our  acquisition  of  the  proposed  right  of  way, 
found  themselves,  soon  after  the  war,  in  a  position  whereby 
they  were  compelled  to  part  with  their  interest  in  the  titles 
and  concessions  of  Garay.  Keenly  alive  to  the  advantages 
of  this  route,  and  to  its  necessity,  it  was  purchased  in  open 
market  for  a  valuable  consideration,  with  the  express  con¬ 
sent  of  Mexico^  by  an  American  citizen,  whose  rights  now 
constitute  the  tenure  by  which  it  is  held  by  the  nation. 
This  was  the  position  of  matters  on  the  succession  of  Mr. 
Fillitun-e,  whose  acts  it  is  now  our  purpose  to  review. 

After  a  due  submission  of  the  American  titles  to  the 
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newly-formed  cabinet,  and  a  deal  of  urgent  importunity, 
instructions  w’ere  finally  issued  to  the  Ainericau  Minister 
at  Mexico,  with  the  view  to  ascertain  the  wishes  of  that 
Republic  in  regard  to  a  realisation  of  the  Garay  grant. 
It  is  scai’cely  necessary  to  remind  our  readers  of  the  cheer¬ 
ful  coir)pliance  of  tlie  Mexican  cabinet  to  co-operate  wdtli 
the  United  States  in  the  perfection  of  a  pi-oject  fraught 
wu’th  such  incalculable  benefits  to  both  nations.  Accord¬ 
ingly,  in  December,  1850,  a  corps  of  engineers  left  New- 
Oi'leans  for  a  re-survey  of  the  Isthmus,  with  the  express 
sanction  of  the  Mexican  government,  by  whom  passports 
were  issued,  and  protection  guaranteed.  In  the  meantime 
the  immeasurable  resources  of  Tehuantepec  began  to  be 
developed  and  the  mutual  pledges  of  the  sister  Republics 
were  woven  into  a  treaty  duly  signed  by  Pedraza  and  Mr. 
Letcher,  in  behalf  of  their  respective  governments.  This 
convention  was  soon  after  submitted  to  the  U.  S.  Senate, 
in  connecti  n  with  all  the  documental  y  evidences  of  title  ; 
but  the  treaty  was  vague  w’ith  regard  to  the  identity  of 
the  party  holding. the  privilege,  and  w^as,  therefore,  sent 
back  to  the  Mexican  capital  for  amendment.  From  this 
it  soon  returned  w’ith  the  proposed  revisions,  and  in  order 
to  avoid  all  ambiguity  of  ownership,  the  holder  of  Garay’s 
rights  was  required  to  gire  his  W7'itten  consent  to  the  con- 
mention.  In  this  fVirm  the  treaty  was  again  returned  to 
the  source  from  which  it  originally  sprang,  after  having 
met  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  U.  S.  Senate. 

But  in  the  meantime,  the  internal  policy  of  Mexico  had 
undergone  a  radical  change  of  purpose.  Tlirough  the  in¬ 
difference  of  our  own  cabinet  to  the  project,  and  through 
the  conniving  influences  of  our  old  arch-enemy,  England, 
Mexico  w’as  induced  to  expel  from  her  limits  the  engineers 
sent  out  by  the  American  company,  to  confiscate  the  pi*o- 
perty  of  American  citizens,  and  to  repudiate  the  titles  that 
had  stood  the  test  of  years.  She  failed  to  act  upon  the 
treaty  returned  for  i*atification,  and  sought  to  invalidate 
all  claims,  first,  by  an  annulment  of  the  privilege  itself, 
and  then  by  an  appeal  to  the  di})lomatic  circle  abounding 
W’ith  abuse.  Yet  this  extraordinary  departure  from  diplo¬ 
matic  propriety,  this  gross  attack  upon  a  convention  that 
had  originated  with  Mexico  herself,  this  violation  of  na¬ 
tional  honor  and  plighted  faith,  scarcely  drew  forth  a  feeble 
remonstrance  from  the  Executive  of  this  proud  Republia 
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Finally,  the  pending  treaty  behveen  the  two  govern¬ 
ments  was,  after  a  delay  of  more  than  a  year,  submitted 
to  Congress  and  almost  unanimously  rejected — in  the  face 
of  an  ultimatum^  hm'ne  hy  an  accredited  agent^  demandr 
%ng  in  unmistakable  language  the  restoration  of  American 
rights  /  but  sent  only  after  Mexico  had  been  openly  per¬ 
mitted  to  destroy  the  basis  upon  which  the  treaty  rested. 
But  faithful  ever  to  her  policy  of  perfidy  and  dissimula¬ 
tion,  and  in  order  to  blind  the  amiable  cabinet  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  Mexico,  immediately  upon  the  rejection  of  the 
treaty,  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  propositions 
granting  to  other  applicants  some  of  the  rights  to  which 
the  present  holders  are  entitled.  Already  the  result  of 
that  ruse  is  too  well  known  to  require  comment  from  us  ; 
yet,  while  it  has  served  to  divide  public  attention  and  to 
withdraw  it  from  the  real  owners  of  this  invaluable  grant, 
it  has  proved  a  salutary  lesson  to  those  speculators  who 
sought  to  secure  the  privilege  for  themselves,  even  at  the 
sacrifice  of  individual  honor,  of  commercial  advantage, 
and  of  national  dignity.  By  her  recent  acts  of  legislation, 
Mexico  clearly  intends  that  no  American  shall  ever  have 
the  right  of  way  across  Tehuantepec,  and  no  stone  will  be 
left  unturned  by  that  faithless  nation,  until  the  destruction 
of  the  Garay  title,  which  alone  secures  the  privileges  the 
democratic  party  sought  to  obtain,  is  complete.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  however,  for  those  who  in  good  faith  have  devoted 
their  means  and  their  energies  to  the  security  of  the  Tehu¬ 
antepec  grant,  the  day  of  retribution  is  at  liand.  Origi¬ 
nating  with  a  democratic  cabinet,  it  will  be  the  privilege 
of  that  old,  unbending,  fearless  party,  who  will  neither 
see  individual  rights  invaded,  nor  national  measures  for¬ 
saken,  to  carry  it  out.  Ever  the  faithful  sentinel  on  the 
ramparts  of  the  Union,  the  democracy  will  not  fail  to  se¬ 
cure  for  the  American  people  that  essential  link  to  the 
chain  which  binds  the  east  and  west  of  our  common 
country. 
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We  are  about  to  elect  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Re¬ 
public.  And  jet,  any  one  who  should  read  the  whig  pa¬ 
pers  exclusively,  would  suppose  we  were  going  to  select  a 
leader  of  our  armies.  Their  entire  argument  (if  fulsome 
praise  of  Sc('tt  and  vulgar  abuse  of  Fierce  deserve  that 
term)  consis  s  in  comparing  the  military  achievements 
and  qualifications  of  the  respective  nominees.  To  occupy 
the  highest  civil  station  in  the  country,  the  democrats  in¬ 
sist  that  the  times  demand  an  experienced  statesman,  and 
not  a  mere  soldier.  To  this  the  whigs  reply,  tnat  two  of 
our  ablest  presidents  were  military  chieftains,  viz.,  Wash¬ 
ington  and  Jackson.  We  deny  that  those  are  cases  in 
point.  Let  us  examine  them. 

Washington  was  for  twelve  or  fifteen  years  a  prominent 
member  of  the  Virginia  legislature — a  delegate  to  the  first 
American  Congress — participated  constantly,  by  corres¬ 
pondence  and  consultation,  in  the  political  administration 
of  the  country  during  the  Revolution — and  presided  over 
the  Convention  that  framed  the  United  States  Constitu¬ 
tion,  before  he  was  elected  to  the  presidency. 

Jackson  was  bred  a  lawyer,  was  U.  S.  District  Attorney 
of  Tennessee,  a  leading  mf^mber  of  the  body  which  formed 
the  constitution  of  that  state,  a  judge  of  its  Supreme  Court, 
civil  governor  of  Florida,  and  served  repeatedly  in  both 
houses  of  Congress,  ere  he  was  elevated  to  the  presidency. 

Thus,  each  of  these  great  men  acted  a  conspicuous  part 
in  the  administration  of  important  civil  affairs,  three  or 
four  times  as  long  as  they  served  in  the  army,  before  they 
were  elected  to  the  chief  magistracy.  In  fact,  they  were 
civilians  rather  than  soldiers. 

But  Sco^tt ! — He  has  never  held  office — has  rarely  exer¬ 
cised  even  the  right  of  voting — and  his  avowed  political 
opinions  are  of  the  most  crude  and  superficial  description. 
Thus  ends  the  chapter  of  his  civil  life.  But  suppose  Win¬ 
field  Scott  had  enjoyed  the  political  experience  of  either 
of  the  illustrious  statesmen  we  have  named  ; — how  absurd 
would  be  the  attempt  to  compare  his  slender  mental  en¬ 
dowments  with  the  calm  sagacity,  penetrating  wisdom, 
and  rare  combination  of  elements  which  composed  the 
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solid  and  lofty  character  of  George  Washington  ;  or  with 
the  vigorous  sense,  intuitive  knowledge  of  men,  and  admi- 
ral)ly-l)alanced  judgment  of  Andrew  Jackson. 

It  is  a  gross  falsification  of  the  truth  of  history,  to  refer 
to  the  examples  of  Washington  and  Jackson  as  precedents 
for  the  effort  now  made  to  elevate  Scott  to  the  presidency. 
The  only  case  in  point  is  that  of  Taylor.  The  disgraceful 
failure  of  his  administration  does  not  encourage  us  to  re¬ 
peat  the  experiment  in  the  person  of  Scott — a  man  of  far 
less  solid  qualities  than  the  sole  military  chieftain  who 
ever  attempted  to  govern  the  country,  and  who,  it  is  uni¬ 
versally  admitted,  utterly  failed 'in  that  attempt  for  lack 
of  civil  experience. 


GEN.  PIERCE’S  CHARACTER  AS  A  STATESMAN. 

It  is  worthy  especial  note  that  politicians  of  every  gi  ade 
and  stripe  freely  concede  that  Gen.  Pierce  is  an  able 
statesman  and  a  straightforward,  outspeaking  kind  of  man. 

Judge  Douglas  informs  us  that  John  C.  Calhoun  remark¬ 
ed  to  him,  that  he  “looked  upon  Frank  Pierce  as  one  of 
the  most  reliable  men  as  a  statesman  and  patriot  that  the 
counti-y  had  produced.” 

When  President  Polk  signed  the  commission  of  Gen. 
Pierce,  appointing  him  to  a  command  in  Mexico,  he  turned 
tu  Gen.  Armstrong  and  J.  K.  Walker,  and  said — “  I  am  now 
commissioning  a  man  who  will  one  day  be  President.” 

In  1810,  Gen.  Wall,  of  New-Jersey,  was  in  thelJ.S.  Sen¬ 
ate  with  Frank  Pierce,  and  when  a  gentleman  from  Pah- 
way  was  speaking  in  the  most  exalted  terms  of  the  ability 
of  Levi  Woodbury,  Gen.  Wall  replied,  “Yes,  but  New- 
Ilampshire  has  an  abler  man  in  the  Senate  than^ven  Wood¬ 
bury,  in  young  Frank  Pierce,  who  is  one  of  the  most  bril¬ 
liant  young  men  of  this  nation.” 

When  Henry  Clay  heard  of  the  nomination  of  Gen. 
Pierce,  he  said,  “Well,  Franklin  Pierce  is  a  good  man, 
who,  he  felt  assured,  would  administer  the  government  in 
a  pro{)er  manner,  should  he  be  elected.” 

Ex-President  John  Tyler  said,  “  I  must  say,  without 
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difipara lament  to  any,  that  the  nomination  of  Gen.  Pierce 
is  destined  to  carry  with  it  quite  as  much,  if  not  more  in¬ 
fluence  in  the  election,  tlian  any  other  that  could  have 
been  made.  I  regard  Gen.  Piercds  election  as  next  to 
certain  P 

President  Jackson  said,  ‘‘  There  is  a  young  man  grow¬ 
ing  up  in  New-Ilainpshire,  the  young  Franklin  Pierce, 
who  will  be,  before  he  is  sixty  years  of  age,  a  man  for  the 
democracy.” 

As  early  as  last  January,  the  New-York  Herald,  which 
is  one  of  tlie  most  thoroug’r  and  ably  conducted  newspa- 
pei'S  in  the  world,  and  is  a  faithful  exponent  of  the  views 
of  the  masses  of  the  American  people,  set  forth  the  power 
of  Gen.  Pierce’s  name  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency. 
Such  is  the  general  admission  from  all  quarters  of  the 
ability,  statesmanship  and  integrity  of  Frank  Pierce.  He 
is  nowhere  doubted.  Even  tlie  snarling,  disappointed, 
lying  portion  of  the  whig  nevvspapers,  the  abolition  Scott 
organs  of  the  north,  have  not  dared  to  question  his  states- 
•nianship  or  his  honesty.  They  are  as  silent  upon  any 
•charges  of  civic  incapacity  in  Gen.  Pierce  as  they  are  in 
^claiming  civic  ahilities  fu*  Gen.  Scott,  and  that  is  a  silence 
like  the  grave.  The  friends  of  the  whig  abolition  candi¬ 
date  dare  not  trust  him  to  put  pen  to  paper,  or  to  open  his 
mouth  in  public,  or  anywhere  else,  unless  Seward,  or  some 
other  keeper,  is  with  him  to.P' guide  and  counsel.”  How 
unlike  this  is  the  treatment  of  the  democratic  nominee? 
Gen.  Pierce  is  left  to  be  liis  own  counsellor  ;  no  one  ques¬ 
tions  his  wisdom  or  his  discretion,  and  no  one  feels  it  ne¬ 
cessary  to  watch  over  his  goings  or  his  comings,  while 
poor  old  Gen.  Scott  finds  himself  completely  imprisoned 
in  the  smallest  and  darkest  corner  of  the  whig  party.  He 
wants  to  go  to  Lundy’s  Lane,  but  Seward  won’t  let  him. 
He  wiuits  to  write  now  and  then  a  “  friendly  letter  to  his 
numerous  friends,”  but  it  is  not  permitted.  So  he  is  made 
to  stand  there  like  some  antiquated  piece  of  statuary,  which 
may  be  looked  at  only  in  one  light,  and  which,  if  seen  too 
near,  or  from  any  other  point,  looses  all  its  beauty,  and  be- 
<jomes  disgusting  to  the  eye.  He  is  a  kind  of  wax- work 
candidate,  and  William  H.  Seward  is  the  show-man. 
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GEN.  PIEKCE’S  BATTLES. 

We  cut  the  following  from  the  Whig  “  Indiana  State 
Journal”  : 

“  The  democracy,  in  selecting  a  candidate  for  the  pre¬ 
sidency,  supposed  they  had  nominated  a  man  that  had  at 
least  been  in  battle.  It  now  turns  out  that  he  never  jpar- 
ticipated  in  any  of  the  glorious  achievements  of  our  arms- 
rnider  Gen.  Scott in  Mexico.  It  would  have  been  far  bet¬ 
ter  for  them  to  have  taken  Gen.  Lane,  who  did  do  some 
fighting,  and  who,  in  every  other  respect,  is  the  superior 
of  Mr.  Pierce.” 

This  little  paragraph  of  eight  lines  contains  only  two 
distinct,  intentional,  notorious  lies,  which  is  remarkably 
moderate  lying  for  a  whig  paper  in  these  days.  Intrigue, 
deception  and  falsehood  are  the  only  weapons  which  the 
whig  party  can  use  in  its  present  degenerate  and  fanatical 
condition.  John  D.  Defrees,  the  editor  of  the  Journal, 
knows  that  the  democratic  party  did  not  make  Gen.  Pierce 
its  standard-bearer  because  he  is  a  General^  but  because 
he  is  a  statesman  and  an  incorrujptihle  democrat.  The 
American  democrats  would  not  so  far  insult  the  intelli¬ 
gence  and  honor  of  the  American  people  as  to  contend  that 
courage  on  the  battle-field  is  a  civic  qualification,  and  en¬ 
titles  t\iQ  fighter  to  the  reputation  of  a  statesman,  and  to 
confidence  as  a  political  leader.  That  kind  of  folly  is  the 
property  of  the  whig  party,  it  is  its  stock  in  trade,  and  the 
only  kind  of  capital  which  it  knows  how  to  use.  It  pro¬ 
ceeds  upon  the  old  kingcraft  idea,  that  to  be  governed 
mankind  must  be  imposed  upon  or  deluded. 

The  other  falsehood,  that  Gen.  Pierce  was  not  engaged 
in  a  single  battle  in  Mexico,  has  been  the  rounds  of  the 
whig  press,  and  was  once  repeated  by  an  ex-governor  at 
a  Scott  ratification  meeting  in  ISTew-York  city ;  and  yet  the 
whig  editors,  whig  ex-governors,  and  all  the  Peter  Funks 
of  the  party  who  repeat  this  stuff,  know  that  a  blacker 
and  more  impudent  falsehood  never  fell  from  the  mouth 
of  a  devil.  By  Scott’s  own  despatches  these  scandal-mon¬ 
gers  have  been  told  that  Gen.  Pierce  was  personally  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  five  or  six  great  battles  which  decided  the 
triumph  of  our  arms  in  Mexico.  There,  in  Scott’s  des- 
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fatches,  he  stands  out  conspicuously  as  “  the  gallant  Gen. 

*ierce,”  and  the  united  testimony  of  the  omcere  of  the 
army  proclaims  that  there  was  not  a  braver  man  in  Mex¬ 
ico  than  Frank  Pierce.  The  reader  is  referred  to  No.  3, 
page  50,  of  “  Papers  for  the  People”  for  a  more  extended 
refutation  of  these  whig  lies. 


G.  M.  CLAY  AND  GEN.  PIEKCE. 

In  1848,  Cassius  M.  Clay  wrote  a  letter  to  a  Louisville 
paper,  from  which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

“  I  take  pleasure,  in  addition  to  the  official  reports  in 
regard  to  Gen.  Pierce,  to  say  there  was  but  one  opinion  of 
General  Pierce,  so  far  as  I  learned,  among  the  officers  of 
parties  in  Mexico.  There  was  complaint  of  ‘bad’  ap¬ 
pointments  by  the  President — bad,  not  only  by  putting 
civilians  over  old  soldiers  of  the  regular  army,  but  bad 
per  se — but  of  these  General  Pierce  was  not  one.  No 
considerations  ought  ever  to  cause  injustice  to  be  done  any 
one.  As  a  political  opponent,  though  personal  friend,  of 
General  Pierce,  my  humble  t^timony  to  his  worth,  intel¬ 
ligence  and  gallantry,  can  only  be  of  the  least  considera¬ 
tion,  because  here  in  Kentucky  he  is  not  well  known,  and 
therefore  less  honored.  Your  obedient  servant, 

“  C.  M.  Clay.” 

This  is  the  testimony  of  a  political  enemy  of  General 
Pierce,  but  of  one  who  is  a  man  of  honor — whose  word 
goes  out  as  a  perpetual  rebuke  to  such  calumniators  as  the 
editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Tribune,  to  whose  scavenger-pen  no  re¬ 
treat  of  family  or  character  was  ever  sacred.  From  the 
honest  and  honorable  men  in  the  whig  ranks,  who  person¬ 
ally  know  Gen.  Pierce,  there  is  a  universal  admission  that 
the  gifted  son  of  New-Hampshire  is  one  of  the  best  and 
bravest  men  our  nation  has  produced — an  ornament  to 
any  nation  and  an  honor  to  mankind. 


103 


THE  WHIGS  FRIGHTENED. 


THE  WHIGS  FRIGHTENED. 

The  Scott  abolition  whig  newspapers  are  terribly  friglit- 
ened  at  the  facts  which  are  weekly  spread  before  the 
masses  through  tlie  “Papers  for  the  People,”  have 
set  up  such  a  liowling  and  uproar  as  no  other  press  in  the 
civilised  world  ever  knew  how  to  make.  The  Scott  and 
Seward  eilitors  reel,  and  stagger,  and  swear  like  drunken 
men,  because  we  have  gone  back  into  the  pages  of  hist(.)ry, 
and  (jnestioned  them  as  to  Gen.  Scott’s  fitness  for  the 
Presidential  chair.  They  supposed  that  they  had  nothing 
to  do  but  to  drag  out  their  gunpowder  candidate  and  then 
]*nsh  him  in  by  a  general  clamor  and  uproar,  without 
allowing  the  people  time  to  do  anything  but  to  gulp  down 
a  “  hasty  plate  of  sou[),”  without  stopping  to  ask  what  it 
is  made  of.  They  are  disappointed,  and  come  down  with 
vengeance  upon  the  heads  of  all  who  have  refused  to  bow 
t »  tlieir  brazen,  calf.  To  the  facts  and  a,r(juments  which 
the  Jefterson  Union  is  sending  into  every  count}'  in  the 
IJ.  States,  they  make  but  one  answer,  which  is  to  cry  out 
“lies!”  “blackguardism!”  &c.  They  attempt  no  argu¬ 
ment,  and  dare  not  pi’etend  to  deny  the  facts  which  we 
record.  But  the  editor  of  the  N.  Y.  Tribune  is  so  much 
alarmed  at  the  work  which  the  “  Papers  for  the  People”^ 
is  doing,  that  he  has  given  the  nation  notice  that  he  is  pre¬ 
paring  a  pamphlet  for  a  “counterblast  to  the  poisons  in¬ 
dustriously  disseminated”  by  the  Jefferson  Union.  From 
his  advertisement  we  learn  that  his  counterblast  is  to  be 
nothing  but  his  old  i*igmarole  about  “  an  Anti-protective, 
Anti-River  and  Harbor  Improvement  Congress.”  He  dare 
not  discuss  with  us  the  (piestion  of  Gen.  Scott’s  fitness  for 
the  Presidential  chair — he  dare  not  deny  a  single  dispaV’ 
aging  fact  which  we  have  quoted  from  his  hisUny  to  show 
the  danger  of  placing  such  a  man  in  the  Executive  chair 
of  the  nation  ;  and  so  we  must  have  yet  more  gas  about 
“  tariffs  f  “  internal  impro cements f  &c.,  as  a  trick  to 
keep  the  minds  of  the  people  away  from  the  political  rot¬ 
tenness  of  their  candidate. ' 


TO  OUR  CORRESPONDING  SECRETxVRlES. 
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SPECIMEN  OF  WHIG  VEPACITY. 

The  Mempliis  (Tenn.)  Whig  says  of  Gen.  Pierce  : — 

‘‘  Reared  within  the  limits  of  the  Granite  State,  he  lias 
ever  been  one  of  those  close-fisted  locofocos,  better  known 
throughout  the  south  as  the  Free  Democracy.  a  pre¬ 
sident  of  an  ahoLitum  society^  he  is  said  to  have  acquired 
considerable  popularity  at  lioine  !” 

This  is  a  fair  and  comnion  specimen  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  whigs  are  conducting  this  camj^aign.  The  north¬ 
ern  whig  press,  under  the  lead  of  the  N.  Y.  Ti'ibune,  de¬ 
nounces  Gen.  Pierce  as  the  “worst  kind  of  an  old  hunker, 
j)ro-slavery  locofoco” — while  the  southern  vvdiigs  swear  that 
he  is  the  “President  of  an  abolition  society.’^  They  beat 
the  devil  at  the  business  of  lying. 


SPLENDID  ENGRAVING  OF  GEN.  PIERCE. 

The  artist,  W.  L.  Ormsby,  of  New-York  city,  lias  en¬ 
graved  and  published  a  large  and  beautiful  picture  of 
Gen.  Pierce  on  horseback  and  in  uniform.  It  is  an  ex(]ui- 
sitel}^  executed  engraving,  a  capital  likeness,  and  is  the 
only  engraving  we  have  seen  which  does  Gen.  Pierce  jus¬ 
tice.  There  are  several  lithographs  published  in  this  city, 
which  are,  at  best,  wretched  cailcatures.  Those  wishing 
to  purchase  this  splendid  engraving  will  find  it  at  ll(j 
Nassau-street,  N.  Y.  Address  W.  L.  Ormsby. 


TO  OUR  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 

The  Jefferson  Union  sends  the  ‘‘  Papers  for  the  People” 
to  over  two  thousand  Secretaries,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
each  of  these  Secretaries  can  easily  procure  subscribers 
enough  to  make  him  permanently  a  Member  of  the  Union. 
Py  I’emitting  $10  he  becomes  a  member,  and  is  entitled 
to  25  copies  of  the  Papers  during  the  campaign.  A  large 
number  of  those  who  have  been  elected  Seci'etaiaes  ha  ve 
already  done  this,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  work 
will  be  accomplislied  tliroughout  the  United  States. 
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EXPEESS  FACILITIES. 

For  the  distribution  of  “  Papers  for  the  People,”  ema¬ 
nating  from  the  “  Jefferson  Union,”  those  Campaign  Doc¬ 
uments  will  be  sent,  weekly,  to  efoery  town  in  the  Union. 

The  various  Express  Lines  are  so  perfected  in  arrange¬ 
ment — penetrating  as  they  do  into  thousands  of  inhabited 
districts  where  there  are  no  Post-Offices — that  we  find  it 
expedient  to  use  such  facilities  for  distribution,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  uncertainties  attendant  upon  the  present 
management  of  the  mails. 

Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.  run  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburgh  and  the  South-west ;  and  by  steamships 
from  Xew-York  to  California,  ISTew-Orleans  and  Mobile; 
and  by  Hoey  &  Co.  to  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  all 
through  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The 
American  Express  Co. — Wells,  Butterfield  &  Co.,  and  Liv¬ 
ingston,  Fargo  &  Co.,  proprietors — from  Xew-York  to  St. 
Louis,  via  Albany,  Buffalo,  the  Lakes,  Detroit,  Chicago, 
&c. ;  and  via  Erie  Eailroad  to  Dunkirk,  Cleveland,  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Louisville,  terminating  at  St.  Louis. 

In  every  town  where  fifty  subscriber  shall  be  obtained 
the  packages  containing  “  Papers  for  the  People”  will  be 
sent  by  Express  (except  at  extreme  distances)  at  half  the 
postage  charge. 

Our  Agents  and  Correspondents  will  please  notify  us, 
immediately,  if  they  will  receive  their  packages  by  Ex¬ 
press  instead  of  the  Post,  and  make  their  arrangements 
for  delivery  accordingly. 

THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 

The  Jefferson  Union  is  now  thoroughly  organised,  with  a  Corresponding 
Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  state  of  the  Union.  The  Secreta¬ 
ries  have  been  elected  with  reference  not  only  to  their  ability  but  their  character 
as  faithful  and  incorruptible  Democrats.  The  “  Papers  for  the  People”  are  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  price  which  is  but  a  fraction  above  the 
actual  cost  of  publication.  Men  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 

TERMS  TO  SINGLE  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CLUBS'. 


1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . 50  centa 

25  complete  copies,  “  “  $10  00 

50  “  «  “  “  19  00 

100  “  “  “  “  35  00 

500  “  **  “  “  170  00 

1000  “  “  “  “  300  00 


All  communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  to  Jefferson  Union 
115  Chambers  Street,  New- York. 
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THE  DEMOCRATIC  BALL. 

Air— “The  Old  Granite  State.” 


BY  A  YOUNG  HICKORY. 

We  have  got  the  ball  a  rolling, 

We  will  soon  the  votes  be  pulling, 

And  we’ll  set  the  bells  a-tolling 
Doleful  music  for  the  Whigs; 

For,  in  spite  of  all  endeavor. 

Hasty  soup  and  fuss-and-feather, 

They  must  hurry  up  Salt  River 
When  November’s  ides  are  past, 

O  !  with  Pierce  and  King  we  ’ll  rally, 

From  the  mountain  and  the  valley, 

And  with  shout  and  song,  keep  tally, 

As  we  smite  the  coonies  down : 

For  the  Irish  and  the  Germans 
Can ’t  be  wheedled  by  Whig  sermons, 

That  the  Seott-ish  “  Native  ”  finnans 
Were  a  hasty  plate  of  soup ; 

% 

Nor  that  “  fired  with  indignation,” 

He ’d  not  bann ’d  them  from  the  Nation, 

Had  he  held  the  power  and  station 
Of  a  ruler,  at  the  time 
When  he  sat  down  at  the  Astor 
With  an  air  of  lord  and  master, 

And — unthinking  of  disaster — 

Signed  his  dixmi  political. 

O  we  ’ll  rally — singing,  shouting ! 

And  we  ’ll  give  the  Whigs  a  routing, 

For  we  havn ’t  got  a  doubting 
Democrat  in  our  ranks: 

With  our  people’s  column  steady, 

Native  and  adopted,  ready 
For  the  battle,  we  will  spread  a 
Mighty  terror  ’raong  the  coons.  ' 

And  we  ’ll  keep  the  ball  a-rolling, 

And  the  votes  we  ’ll  soon  bv  polling, 

And  the  bells  we  ’ll 'set  a-to!ling 
Funeral  marches  for  the  Whigs; 

And  the  shouting  of  our  column. 

With  dismay  it  shall  appall  ’em, 

Till  they  reach  the  far  and  solemn 
Shades  of  Salt  River’s  shore  1 
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WHIG  WARFARE  OlSf  GEH.  PIERCE. 

Old  federalism  prided  itself  upon  its  princely  lineage. 
It  was  timid  and  illiberal  in  its  measures,  but  always  de¬ 
cent  in  its  deportment.  It  was  aristocratic,  put  on  lofty 
airs,  turned  up  its  nose  at  the  masses,  but  kept  out  of  the 
dirt.  Its  legitimate  offspring,  modern  whiggery,  has  in¬ 
herited  all  the  bad  doctrines  of  its  parent,  without  its  good¬ 
breeding.  It  advocates  the  principles  of  royalty,  with  the 
swagger  and  unscrupulousness  of  the  demagogue.  Clothed 
in  soft  raiment,  and  dwelling  in  kings’  houses,  it  goes 
down  into  the  ditch,  tucks  up  its  sleeves,  and  throws  mud 
with  the  skill  and  gusto  of  a  fishwoman. 

In  the  course  of  the  recent  war  with  Mexico,  the  admin¬ 
istration  determined  to  conquer  the  capital  of  that  delud¬ 
ed  nation,  and  there  dictate  a  peace  which  should  be  just 
to  it  and  honorable  to  us.  The  patriotism  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  people  was  invoked.  Fresh  troops  were  called  for. 
Franklin  Pierce,  a  private  citizen,  enjoying  a  lucrative 
professional  income,  surrounded  by  the  delights  of  home, 
who  had  formerly  served  with  honor  in  the  councils  of  the 
republic,  and  had  recently  declined  the  chief  magistracy 
of  his  native  state,  a  seat  in  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and  a  place 
in  the  cabinet  of  the  president,  listened  to  the  call  of  his 
country,  enrolled  his  name  as  a  common  soldier,  and  made 
haste  to  repair  to  the  scene  of  war.  Placed  in  command 
of  a  brigade,  part  of  which  had  been  mustered  into  the 
service  through  the  influence  of  his  example  and  exertions, 
he  landed  at  Vera  Cruz,  and  after  a  tedious  march  of 
hundreds  of  miles,  during  which  he  encountered  the  at¬ 
tacks  of  bands  of  guerillas  and  the  more  fatal  assaults  of 
deadly  diseases,  he  reached  the  valley  of  Mexico  with  his 
troops  in  time  to  bear  a  part  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Con¬ 
treras — the  fii’st  in  the  series  of  engagements  under  the 
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walls  of  Mexico.  Tlie  ground  where  this  action  was  fought 
was  perhaps  the  worst  on  wdiich  an  army  w’as  ever  posted. 
It  is  a  mass  of  ridges  and  rocks,  ploughed  up  by  gorges, 
cut  in  pieces  by  precipices  and  ditches,  and  sprinkled  over 
with  prickly  pear  and  cactus.  In  the  after  part  of  the  day, 
while  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight,  and  at  the  head  of 
his  brigade,  with  a  storm  of  shot  and  shells  flying  around 
him,  Gen.  Pierce’s  horse  stumbled,  fell,  and  rolled  heavily 
upon  its  rider,  injuring  him  most  severely.  Though  suffer¬ 
ing  the  acutest  pain  from  sprains  and  bruises,  he  immedi¬ 
ately  mounted  another  horse,  continued  to  lead  his  com¬ 
mand  through  heavy  discharges  of  artillery  and  musketry, 
till  nine  o’clock  at  night,  when  the  enemy  retreated  and 
the  firing  ceased.  He  then  carried  his  brigade  forward  a 
mile  and  a  half,  posted  it  in  front  of  the  enemy’s  works, 
and  there  awaited  further  orders.  It  was  a  horrible  night. 
The  rain  poured  down  in  floods,  and  ofiicers  and  men  hud¬ 
dled  together  in  the  mud  as  best  they  might,  tired,  hun¬ 
gry,  benumbed  with  cold  and  drenched  with  the  falling 
torrents. 

About  one  o’clock  that  night,  and  while  enduring  pains 
that  would  have  driven  a  less  heroic  man  to  a  cot  in  the 
rear  among  the  wounded,  Gen.  Pierce  received  ordei*s 
from  the  commander-in-chief  to  put  his  brigade  in  condi¬ 
tion  and  hold  himself  in  readiness  for  the  conflict  of  the 
approaching  morning.  Partly  in  consequence  of  these  or¬ 
ders,  partly  because  of  the  inclemency  of  the  vreather,  but 
mainly  on  account  of  the  injuries  he  had  received  the  day 
before,  he  passed  a  sleepless  night.  In  the  morning,  in 
spite  of  the  remonstrances  of  the  surgeon  and  the  advice 
of  his  superior  ofiicer,  Gen.  Pierce  w^as  lifted  upon  a  horse, 
and  though  barely  able  to  keep  the  saddle,  led  his  brigade 
into  the  battle  of  Oherubusco.  In  the  course  of  that  san- 

fuinary  day,  and  after  winning  tlie  admiration  of  his 
rother  oflicers  and  men  for  the  skill  and  gallantry  with 
which  he  led  ills  troops  through  a  tempest  of  smoke  and 
flame  up  to  the  very  ranks  of  the  foe,  overtasked  nature 
gave  way,  and  he  fainted  from  pain  and  exhaustion,  and 
was  borne  from  the  field. 

The  official  reports  bear  out  every  assertion  w’e  have 
made  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  Gen.  Pierce  in  the  bat¬ 
tles  of  Contreras  and  Cherubiisco.  Generals  Scott,  Worth 
and  Pillow,  in  their  despatches,  use  the  strongest  terms 
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in  expressing  their  appreciation  of  the  courage  and  promp¬ 
titude  exhibited  by  him  in  those  hard-fought  engagements. 
It  is  plain  to  see  that  the  nerve  with  which  he  bore  up 
under  his  severe  accident  di-ew  from  eacli  of  these  gene¬ 
rals  terms  of  admiration  rarely  found  inofficial  accounts 
of  battles.  They  speak  of  his  “alacrity  and  coolness” 
while  under  a  long-continued  fire  of  round  shot  and  shells 
— of  his  being  “more  than  three  hours  under  a  heavy 
fire  of  artillery  and  musketry” — of  his  “  gallantly  leading 
his  brigade  into  the  thickest  of  the  battle,”  though  “badly 
injured  by  the  fall  of  his  horse” — of  his  brigade  being 
“  engaged  in  a  fierce  open-field  fight  with  a  large  force,” 
though  he  was  “  suftering  severely  from  his  injuiy  of  the 
preceding  day” — Gen.  Pillow  calls  him  his  “gallant  brig¬ 
adier-general,  whose  prom])titude,  skill  and  daring  were 
equal  to  every  emergency” — Gen.  Worth  “acknowledges 
his  obligations  and  expresses  his  admiration  of  his  gallant 
bearing” — Gen.  Scott  calls  him  “  the  gallant  Gen.  Pierce,” 
&c.  To  the  same  effect  were  numerous  private  letters 
written  by  officers  and  men,  to  their  friends  in  this  coun¬ 
try,  detailing  the  events  of  those  battles.  The  impression 
made  upon  the  public  mind  at  the  time  was,  that  no  gene¬ 
ral  disj)layed  greater  courage  on  the  bloody  ground  of 
Contreras  and  Cherubusco  than  Franklin  Pierce. 

Now,  with  these  fiicts  before  them,  a  large  section  of 
the  whig  presses,  orators,  and  ballad-writers,  make  the  in¬ 
juries  and  pains  suffered  by  Gen.  Pierce  on  the  fields  of 
Contreras  and  Cherubusco,  the  occasion  of  sneering  para- 

fraphs,  blackguard  periods,  and  disparaging  rhymes. 

hallow  jokes,  and  witless  witicisms,  about  falling  from 
horses,  turning  somersets,  and  fainting,  furnish  leading 
articles  for  their  editorials,  afibrd  the  chief  staple  of  their 
stump-declamation,  and  give  the  jingle  to  their  soup  dog¬ 
gerel.  Can  anything  be  more  despicable  ?  Is  it  not  the 
very  last  and  lowest  resort  of  meanness?  Not  content 
with  jejune  jokes  and  ribald  rhymes,  these  fellows  charge 
Gen.  Pierce  with  skulking,  with  cowardice,  with  special 
pains  to  keep  himself  out  of  harm’s  way,  in  the  conflicts  in 
the  Mexican  Valley  ;  when  every  account  proves,  that  in 
spite  of  severe  injuries,  and  while  suffering  intense  pain, 
he  was  in  the  thickest  of  the  fray,  and  drew  upon  him  the 
remonstrances  of  the  officers  for  the  daring  manner  in 
which  he  hazarded  his  person. 
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It  is  worthy  of  note,  tliat  both  these  inodes  of  attack 
upon  the  character  and  reputation  of  Gen.  Pierce  or iiiji Ma¬ 
ted  with  and  are  chiefly  carried  on  by  that  portion  of  the 
whig  party  which,  from  tlie  start,  has  been  most  clainor- 
ons  for  the  nomination  of  Gen.  Scott.  The  mud-throwing 
comes  from  the  hands  of  his  special  friends.  The  graver 
reflections  upon  the  courage  of  the  democratic  nominee 
are  cast  by  the  confidential  adherents  of  the  whig  candi¬ 
date. 

The  grounds  on  which  the  respective  parties  base  the 
claims  of  their  nominees,  render  this  species  of  attack 
upon  Gen.  Pierce  peculiarly  mean  and  heartless.  If  the 
democrats  urged  the  election  of  their  candidate  solely  (or 
even  secondarily)  because  of  his  military  services  ; — while 
the  whigs  advocated  the  choice  of  their  candidate  because 
of  his  eminent  civil  services  ; — though  this  would  afford 
no  apology  for  meanness  and  lying,  yet  it  might  excuse  a 
cearching  examination  of  the  exploits  of  the  soldier,  and  a 
rigid  estimate  of  his  qualifications  for  high  civil  office,  in 
comparison  with  those  of  the  statesman.  But,  though  the 
democracy  regard  Gen.  Pierce’s  gallantry  in  the  field  as 
adding  a  laurel  to  his  beautiful  civic  wreath,  they  look 
upon  his  brief  campaign  in  Mexico  as  merely  an  episode 
in  his  long  career  as  a  statesman.  They  point  to  the  abil¬ 
ity  he  displayed  in  dealing  with  important  questions  of 
domestic  and  foreign  policy,  during  years  of  eventful  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  public  councils,  as  the  evidence  of  his  fitness 
for  conducting  the  political  administration  of  the  govern¬ 
ment.  On  the  other  hand,  Gen.  Scott’s  friends  do  not 
claim  for  him  any  experience  or  aptness  for  civil  affairs, 
but  urge  his  elevation  to  the  presidency  solely  because  he 
is  a  successful  soldier.  Now,  it  is  the  skill  and  gallantry 
of  just  such  men  as  Franklin  Pierce,  that  have  enabled 
Scott  to  win  the  very  victories  which  are  trumpeted  as  his 
sole  claims  to  the  presidency  !  What  would  have  been 
the  result  of  his  Mexican  campaign,  had  he  not  been  en¬ 
lightened  by  the  counsels,  and  sustained  by  the  valor  of 
such  generals  as  Worth,  Twiggs,  Quitman,  Pillow,  Smith, 
Shields,  and  Pierce?  It  hardly  admits  of  a  doubt,  that 
Scott  could  not  have  captured  the  city  of  Mexico,  but  for 
the  timely  aid  of  the  brave  troops  which  Pierce  brought 
up  from  Vera  Cruz,  and  which  had  been  in  part  enlisted 
through  his  influence.  The  gallant  New-Englaiid  regi- 
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merit,  the  chivalrous  Palmetto  regiment,  and  the  other 
regiments  constituting  Pierce’s  brigade,  bore  a  cons])icu- 
ous  part  in  carrying  the  fields  of  Contreras  and  Cherubus- 
co,  in  storming  Chepultepec,  and  bursting  open  the  gates 
of  the  city.  And  where  was  Scott  when  Pierce’s  iiorse 
fell  upon  him  at  Contreras,  and  when  he  sunk  down  over¬ 
powered  with  bruises  and  pain  at  Cherubusco,  while 
‘‘  leaden  rain  and  iron  hail”  were  descending  in  showers 
upon  him  ?  Why,  he  w^as  where  the  Commander-in-chief 
ought  to  be — at  a  safe  remove  from  all  danger,  away  from 
the  smoke  and  noise  and  blood,  with  his  telescope  survey¬ 
ing  the  field,  and  issuing  orders  to  Worth,  Pierce,  and  his 
other  generals. 

Now,  for  the  partisans  of  such  a  candidate  as  General 
Scott  to  go  down  into  the  gutters  and  scoop  np  filth  to 
besmear  the  reputation  of  a  gallant  man,  who  helped  him 
to  obtain  the  very  capital  with  which  he  hopes  to  pur¬ 
chase  the  presidency,  is  the  lowest  depth  to  which  a  ditch¬ 
tending  proclivity  can  descend.  Human  depravity  never 
wallowed  deeper  in  the  sink  of  meanness.  The  man  who 
can  ridicule  the  pains  of  a  wounded  soldier  on  the  field  of 
battle  (and  Gen.  Pierce  was  as  really  wounded  as  if  he 
bad  been  struck  down  by  a  sabre  or  a  shell,  though  the 
parlance  of  war  calls  it  a  “  casualty”)  in  order  to  make  po¬ 
litical  capital,  would  creep  over  an  abandoned  battle-field 
at  midnight  and  rob  the  bodies  of  the  dying  and  the  dead. 

After  what  Gen.  Scott  has  put  on  record  concerning  the 
conduct  of  Gen.  Pierce  in  the  battles  of  Contreras  and 
Cherubusco,  and  after  his  subsequent  exhibitions  of  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  skill  and  courage,  it  is  to  be  hoped,  for  the 
sake  of  his  own  fame,  that  he  will  give  no  encouragement 
to  these  dirty  attacks,  and  this  inhuman  warfare,  on  his 
now  political  rival.  But  if  it  continues  to  be  waged  by 
his  confidential  supporters,  under  his  own  eye,  the  people 
will  be  warranted  in  holding  him  responsible  for  it,  and 
treating  him  accordingly. 
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GUNPOWDER  m  STATESMAKSIIIP. 

The  cool-headed  and  far-sighted  whigs  do  not  believe 
that  Gen.  Scott  will  be  elected.  Over-sanguine  and  ill-in¬ 
formed  whigs  do.  What  are  the  means  this  latter  class 
intend  to  use  to  effect  this  result?  Will  they  ui’ge  upon 
the  people  Scott’s  statesman-like  qualities — his  experier^ce 
in  civil  administration — the  wisdom  of  his  political  opin¬ 
ions  ?  No  such  thing !  They  know  he  is  deficient  in  all 
these  particulars.  Will  they  urge  that  he  will  supply 
these  deficiencies  by  tact  in  the  selection  of  his  advisers — 
by  modestly  listening  to  the  teachings  of  his  superiors — 
by  exhibiting  that  sterling  common  sense,  which  reads 
men  at  a  glance,  and  that  straight-forward  simplicity  and 
uprightness,  which  avoids  crooked  lines  of  policy,  and 
escapes  out  of  the  hands  of  jobbers  and  demagogues  ?  No 
such  thing  !  There  is  nothing  in  his  character  or  history 
to  justify  such  suppositions,  but  eveiy thing  to  contradict 
them. 

What,  then,  are  the  means  to  be  employed  to  secure 
Scott’s  election  ?  Gunpowder !  Gunpowder  I  Lundy's 
Lane,  Chippewa,  Cherubusco,  and  Chepultapec.  The  argu¬ 
ment  begins  in  saltpetre  and  ends  in  smoke.  Feathers 
and  epaulettes  are  the  alpha  and  the  omega  of  the  story. 

We  cheerfully  admit,  that  during  forty  years  of  service 
in  the  camp,  Gen.  Scott,  aided  by  the  skill  of  his  subordi¬ 
nate  officers  and  the  bravery  of  his  rank  and  file,  has  won 
several  victories.  And  if  he  were  a  candidate  for  the 
chief  command  of  the  army  he  should  have  our  vote.  But 
utterly  destitute  as  he  is  admitted  to  be  of  all  civil  expe¬ 
rience  and  every  statesman-like  characteristic,  his  battles 
afibrd  a  poor  apology  for  intrusting  to  his  management 
the  intricate  domestic  and  foreign  affairs  of  the  first  power 
on  earth.  The  presidency  of  the  American  republic,  in 
the  present  agitated  condition  of  nations,  is  not  the  place 
where  a  man  should  be  put  to  learn  his  first  lesson  in 
political  affairs !  The  friends  of  human  progress  on  this 
continent,  the  advocates  of  Republicanism  in  Europe,  do 
not  wish  to  see  any  such  fool-hardy  experiment  tried  I 
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AN  OLD  SOLDIER’S  LETTERS  TO  GEN.  SCOTT. 

No.  3. 

BRAVERY  IN  BATTLE,  NOT  WISDOM  IN  THE  CABINET. 

Are  you  not  afraid,  General  Scott,  that  it  will  befall 
you  as  it  has  befallen  all  the  elect  of  the  whig  party,  and 
that  the  masses  will  find  out  all  you  are  not^  when  they 
come  to  examine  you  more  closely  and  thoroughly  on  the 
lofty  pedestal  on  which  they  have  placed  yon,  inventoried 
witli  a  blaze  of  talents  which,  in  fact,  exists  only  in  their 
generous  faith?  The  whole  history  of  whig  successes  is  a 
list  of  popular  mistakes,  and  without  the  success  of  former 
victims  set  up  to  catch  the  spoils,  you  are  destined  to 
prove,  even  more  than  any  of  the  others,  an  enormous 
mistake. 

Gen.  Harrison  was  set  up  as  the  bravest,  wisest  and 
best  of  men,  only  because  he  was  a  soldier,  and  upon  the 
strength  of  his  military  achievments  he  was  rolled  into 
the  White  House  on  cider  barrels,  to  the  sound  of  fife  and 
drum,  and  at  an  endless  expenditure  of  gunpowder.  Well, 
General,  you  said  to  me  and  otliers,  at  the  time,  that  it 
was  all  a  “  popular  delusion  about  Harrison’s  abilities,” 
and  for  once  the  people  endorsed  your  judgment.  It  is 
not  often  that  the  people  rely  much  on  that,  willing  as 
they  are  to  take  “  heroes”  bodily  and  blindly  in  any  way, 
and  I  set  down  this  particular  co-incidence  with  the  more 
satisfaction. 

Tyler  the  whigs  themselves  style  a  “  great  mistake,” 
so  we  need  say  no  more  about  him. 

General  Taylor  was  the  greatest  mistake  of  all  (unless 
your  evil  destiny  should  strand  you  on  the  steps  of  the 
White  House),  for  the  honest  old  chief  was  really  brave 
and  well-intentioned,  and  would  have  sustained  himself 
creditably  anywhere  in  the  army,  although  you  had  a 
fashion  of  calling  him  a  “  blundering  old  fool”  confiden¬ 
tially  among  your  friends.  But  the  courage  and  firmness 
which  never  failed  him  in  the  battle-field,  forsook  him 
utterly  under  the  novel  weight  of  Executive  duties.  He 
could  face  the  thunders  of  war,  but  not  that  music.  Ilow 
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helpless  and  bewildered  he  looked  on  the  evening  of  the 
second  of  January,  1850,  when,  in  liis  plain  citizen  dress 
and  in  the  midst  of  that  chosen  circle  of  senators  and 
diplomats,  his  eye  turned  to  you,  enemy  as  you  were,  in 
mute  supplication  to  come  to  the  support  of  the  chief  rna-. 
gistrate  of  the  union  in  that  circle  of  polite  scorners,  and 
you  stood  apart  in  your  magnificent  uniform,  with  a  smile 
of  supercilious  triumph  on  your  lips.  A  world  of  gun¬ 
powder  had  been  expended  on  the  poor  old  soldier’s  elec¬ 
tion — for  gunpowder  and  di’ums  are  the  staple  arguments 
of  the  wdiigs,  as  so  many  cords  of  smoke  and  so  many 
pools  of  blood  make,  in  their  e^^es,  the  measure  of  merit 
with  their  candidates — and  the  same  may  be  done  with 
you,  my  dear  general,  and  all  with  the  same  result — dis¬ 
appointment. 

With  the  example  of  General  Taylor  so  fresh  before 
them,  the  people  may  conclude,  without  pushing  the  ex¬ 
periment  so  far  as  to  send  you  to  the  White  House,  that 
a  life  passed  in  the  routine  of  military  command  is  not 
the  best  preparation  for  the  competent  performance  of  the 
highest,  most  involved  and  arduous  executive  duties  that 
are  entrusted  to  one  individual  in  any  country  in  the  W’orld. 
We  will  not  send  a  watch  to  the  blacksmith  to  be  adjust¬ 
ed,  nor  call  on  the  watchmaker  to  build  a  steam  engine, 
but  we  will  entrust  the  honor  of  the  nation  and  all  the  de¬ 
licate  machinery  that  holds  thirty-five  sovereign  states  and 
territories  in  well-balanced  harmony  with  each  other  and 
the  world,  to  a  man  who  has  never  served  a  day’s  appren¬ 
ticeship  to  the  study  or  practice  of  civic  duties.  We  will 
not  devolve  the  interests  of  twenty-three  millions  on  one 
who  could  scarcely  keep  from  errors  in  the  capacity  of  J us- 
tice  of  the  Peace,  simply  because  he  makes  a  splendid  show 
on  horseback  and  is  just  as  brave  as  other  Americans.  It 
is  true,  the  w^higs  have  twice  elected  men  by  noise  and 

f unpowder,  but  they  were  melancholy  failures  in  the  end. 

he  coon  skins  and  cider  barrels  did  not  make  a  platform 
solid  enough  to  uphold  the  party  when  the  log  cabin  was 
taken  away,  and  as  for  General  Taylor,  he  became  so  con¬ 
fused  among  his  contradictory  advisers,  that  he  never 
could  find  what  his  platform  was  like  or  where  it  stood. 
They  have  constructed  one  for  you,  my  old  general,  but 
it  is  rather  unsound,  and  your  own  friends  are  making  it 
more  unsafe  by  pulling  out  of  it,  as  fast  as  they  can,  some 
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of  the  best  planks.  All  the  solid,  live-oak,  union  timber 
tliat  is  in  it,  was  stolen  from  us,  but  we  don’t  grudge  it  • 
we  have  enough  and  to  spare,  it*  they  will  but  use  it  hon¬ 
estly.  Tliis,  however,  is  contrary  to  their  nature,  and  now 
that  they  have  put  your  weight  upon  it,  it  is  certain  to 
come  down  with  a  crash  before  long,  and  biny  you  and 
the  spoils  under  the  ruins  ;  and  then,  general,  what  an 
outcry  there  will  be  that  Gen.  Scott’s  reputation  was  all 
a  delusion  and  his  nomination  a  terrible  mistake.” 


A  YOICE  FEOM  THE  SOUTH. 

Tiieough  a  mistake  in  transcribing  the  Christian  name 
of  a  gentleman  who  has  been  elected  one  of  the  corres¬ 
ponding  secretaries  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  the  certifi¬ 
cate  of  election  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  whig,  who  is,  we 
believe,  a  clergyman,  and  who  had  the  kindness  to  write 
us  immediately  and  inform  us  of  the  mistake.  The  fol¬ 
lowing  extract  from  his  letter  shows  a  state  of  feeling,  in 
relation  to  Scott,  which  we  believe  to  be  quite  general 
among  the  most  responsible  and  rational  whigs  of  the 
South  : — 

“  I  thank  the  association  for  the  honor  it  intended  to 
confer  upon  me,  but  must  decline  accepting  the  same.  I 
am  no  politician,  have  usually  voted  the  whig  ticket,  and 
never  yet  the  democratic.  I  shall  ever  try  to  support 
those  men  who  will  give  to  all  the  states  their  rights ; 
who,  from  principle,  are  opposed  to  the  agitation  of  any 
question  calculated  to  sever  the  union  of  the  states.  I  am 
no  slaveholder,  neither  do  I  want  to  be  one ;  not  that  I 
think  it  to  be  a  sin,  (for  I  honestly  believe,  taken  in  the 
aggregate,  there  is  not  a  more  happy  and  contented  labor¬ 
ing  people  in  the  world  than  the  slaves  of  the  south,)  but 
because  they  would  be  more  trouble  to  me  than  benefit. 
God  in  his  Providence,  no  doubt  for  the  sins  of  the  Afri¬ 
can  race,  has  permitted  the  nations  of  the  earth  to  en¬ 
slave  them,  and  no  doubt  the  same  good  Being,  in  his 
providence,  may  cause  their  enslavement  to  prove  a  bless¬ 
ing  to  their,  whole  race. 
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HENRY  CLAY’S  PRAYER. 


“  Although  1  cannot  accept  the  office  tendered  to  me^ 
yet  I  will  state  to  you  that  Gen.  Scott  will  not  he  supported 
in  this  section  of  the  country.  I  shall  not  vote  for  him. 
I  expect  to  vote  for  Gen.  Pierce.^  and  so  will  most  all 
persons  in  this  section  of  country 

The  South  begins  to  understand,  what  is  so  well  known 
at  the  North,  that  the  election  of  Gen.  Scott  would  be  the 
triumph  of  Wm.  H.  Seward  and  his  faction  of  abolition 
wings,  and  would  give  the  nation  absolutely  a  “  reign  of 
teiTor”  in  the  unprincipled  and  uncompromising  war 
which  would  be  waged  by  government  patronage  upon  a 
portion  of  the  American  Union. 


HENEY  CLAY’S  PEAYEE. 

Such  was  Scott’s  hatred  of  Gen.  Jackson,  that  when  he 
was  asked  to  subscribe  something  towards  the  erection  of 
a  monument  to  the  Patriot  of  the  Hermitage,  he  replied 
sharply,  “Ah,  I  will  not  give  a  cenP''  Scott,  with  an 
infallible  instinct  of  self-littleness  as  a  civilian,  bears  an 
unconquerable  hatred  towards  all  statesmen.  His  long¬ 
standing  hatred  of  Henry  Clay  is  well  known,  and  Clay’s 
contempt  for  Gen.  Scott  is  familiar  to  everybody.  The 
Sage  of  Ashland  once  said  to  Scott’s  face,  “  I  always 
thought  there  was  something  rotten  about  you?"*  “Fuss 
and  feathers”  could  never  forgive  that,  and  least  of  all 
could  he  forgive  Henry  Clay’s  prayer  about  military  poli¬ 
ticians,  which  we  quote  below : 

“  I  would  visit  every  state,  go  to  every  town  and  hamlet, 
address  every  man  in  the  Union,  and  entreat  them,  by 
their  love  of  country,  by  their  love  of  liberty,  for  the  sake 
of  themselves  and  their  posterity — in  the  name  of  their 
venerated  ancestors,  in  the  name  of  the  human  family, 
deeply  interested  in  the  fulfilment  of  the  trust  committed  to 
their  hands — by  all  the  past  glory  which  we  have  won — by 
all  that  awaits  us  as  a  nation,  if  we  are  true  and  faithful  in 
gratitude  to  Him  who  hitherto  has  so  signally  blessed  us — 
to  pause — solemnly  pause — and  contemplate  the  precipice 
which  yawns  before  us !  If,  indeed,  we  have  incurred  the 
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divine  displeasure,  and  it  be  necessary  to  chastise  this  peo¬ 
ple  with  the  rod  of  his  vengeance,  I  would  humbly  prostrate 
myself  before  Him,  and  implore  his  mercy,  to  visit  oar 
favored  land  with  war^  with  pestilence^  with  famine^ 
with  any  scourge  other  than  military  rule^  or  a  Hind  and 
heedless  enthusiasm  for  mere  military  renown?"^ 

An  old  Clay  whig  met  us  the  other  evening  at  a  Ward 
Democratic  Ratification  meeting  in  New-Yonc  City,  and 
said,  as  we  came  down  from  the  platform,  “  Ah,  sir,  I 
shall  vote  the  Democratic  ticket  tliis  time — though  I  never 
expected  to  do  it.  But  my  man  is  dead.  Gen.  Scott  was 
one  of  the  worst  enemies  he  had  in  life,  and  I  am  bound 
to  do  all  I  can  to  revenge  it  at  the  ballot-box  this  fall — 
Scott  won’t  do.”  And  the  pathetic  appeal  of  Henry  Clay’s 
prayer  is  felt  by  thousands  of  whigs,  who  blush  for  shame 
at  the  unprincipled  trick  of  their  party  in  trying  to  force 
a  man  upon  the  suffrages  of  the  People,  who  has  nothing 
under  heaven  to  recommend  him  but  his  feathers  and 
epaulettes. 


WHEN  AND  WHERE  OF  GEN.  PIERCE’S 
BATTLES. 

Although  the  fiilsehood  has  been  a  hundred  times  ex¬ 
posed,  yet  the  whig  editors  and  speech-makers  continue 
to  assert  that  Gen.  t’ierce  took  part  in  no  battle  in  Mexico; 
and  they  seem  determined  to  bear  this  lie  on  their  lips, 
notwithkanding  Gen.  Scott’s  own  words  have  so  often 
been  quoted  to  show  that  there  was  no  braver  man  in  the 
American  army  in  Mexico  than  Gen.  Pierce.  We  give 
below  one  more  statement  from  Gen.  Scott  on  this  subject, 
and  then  leave  the  calumniators  to  wallow  in  their  lies  till 
the  November  election  shall  thunder  the  judgment  of  the 
people  in  their  ears. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  1847,  Gen.  Scott  issued  a 
circular,  in  which  he  ordered  “  the  commanders  ot  the 
several  regiments,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  several  staff  corps 
and  departments,  should  furnish,  as  soon  as  practicable,  a 
list  of  the  officers  of  their  respective  regiments,  corps  or 
departments,  that  marched  with  his  army  from  Puebla, 
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between  the  7th  and  10th  of  August  last,  specifying  under 
the  head  of  remarks,  opposite  the  name  of  each  officer, 
where  such  officer  was  employed  on  the  19th  and  20th  of 
August,  8th,  12th,  13th  and  ilth  of  September.” 

On  the  7th  of  February,  1848,  a  list  of  the  officei’S,  com¬ 
piled  from  the  lists  furnished  in  accordance  with  the  above 
order,  was  issued  by  Gen.  Scott  in  the  form  of  a  general 
“circular”  of  information.  Under  the  head  of  remarks 
in  this  “circular,”  Gen.  Pierce  is  reported  as  commanding 
bis  brigade  in  the  following  battles : 


On  the  19th  Ausnist  at  Contreras. 


“  20th  “ 

“  8th  Sept. 

“  12th  “ 

“  13th  “ 

“  14th  “ 


Cherubusco. 

Mol  in  o  del  Rej. 
near  Chapultepec. 
near  Belen. 
Garita  de  Belen. 


In  previous  numbers  of  the  “  Papers  for  the  People, 
we  have  shown  from  Gen.  Scott’s  own  reports  that  Gen. 
Pierce  was  in  the  “thickest  of  the  fight”  in  these  engage¬ 
ments.  Pierce  personally  led  his  brigade  in  those  terrible 
battles,  in  which  his  brave  officers.  Col.  Ransom,  Maj. 
Mills,  Capt.  Quarles  and  Lieut.  Goodman  were  killed  ; 
and  his  political  enemies  joined  in  the  general  praise 
which  was  awarded  to  his  gallantry  and  courage,  until  he 
became  a  candidate  for  the  Presidency.  What  says  Gov. 
Jones  of  Tennesee  to  his  declaration  in  New-York  city,, 
that  “Gen.  Pierce  was  never  in  a  battle”  ? 


THE  CATHOLIC  TEST  IN  NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 

The  New-Hampshire  “  Nashua  Gazette,”  of  July  29tb 
ult.,  gives  the  following  interesting  facts  concerning  the 
odious  Catholic  test  of  that  State  : 

“The  vote  in  this  town,  last  spring,  on  the  religious 
shows  which  party  is  opposed  to  its  abolition.  A.  F. 
Stevens,  Esq.,  a  delegate  to  the  Whig  National  Conven¬ 
tion  and  one  of  the  Whig  National  Committee,  and  who 
voted  for  Scott  in  the  Convention,  got  up  in  town  meeting 
when  the  vote  was  about  to  be  taken  on  the  amendment 
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abolisliing  the  test,  and  made  a  set  speech  in  favor  of  its 
retention  in  the  constitution.  When  the  vote  was  taken, 
he  voted  against  its  abolition.  L.  Smith,  Esq.,  a  Demo¬ 
crat,  made  a  speech  on  the  same  occasion  in  favor  of  its 
abolition.  Judge  Parker,  a  ‘last  war  federalist’  and  a 
federalist  now,  made  a  speech  against  the  last  amend¬ 
ment,  which  provided,  that  the  Legislature  might  submit 
amendments  to  the  people,  thus  doing  away  with  the  ex¬ 
pense  and  trouble  of  calling  a  Convention.  Gen.  ilunt, 
Democrat,  made  a  speech  in  favor  of  abolishing  the  pi'o- 
perty  qualifications.  Those  who  voted  against  striking 
out  the  religious  test  clause,  were,  with  one  or  two  excep¬ 
tions,  Whigs.  Some  of  them  are  the  most  active  and 
prominent  Whigs  here,  and  among  them  one  of  the  pre¬ 
sent  Whig  representatives  from  Nashua.  From  these 
facts  it  may  easily  be  determined,  whether  Democrats  or 
Whigs  are  most  favorable  to  striking  out  the  odious  fea¬ 
tures  from  our  constitution. 

“  Had  Mr.  Stevens  spoken  in  favor  of  abolishing  the 
test,  the  vote  would  undoubtedly  have  been  unanimous 
tor  striking  it  out.  So,  too,  had  Judge  Parker  spoken  in 
fiivor  of  the  amendment  for  making  future  alterations, 
the  73  votes  he  carried  with  him  against  that  amendment, 
would  have  secured  its  adoption,  as  only  36  votes  were 
wanting  in  the  State  to  carry  it.  Had  that  amendment 
been  adopted  the  religious  Ust  question  might  be  again 
submitted  to  the  ‘  sober  second  thought  ’  of  the  people 
without  the  necessity  of  calling  a  Convention  for  that 
purpose.” 


TO  OUR  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES. 

The  Jefferson  Union  sends  the  “  Papers  for  the  People” 
to  over  two  thousand  Secretaries,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
each  of  these  Secretaries  can  easily  procure  subscribers 
enough  to  make  him  permanently  a  Member  of  the  Union. 
By  remitting  $10  he  becomes  a  member,  and  is  entitled 
to  25  copies  of  the  Papers  during  the  campaign.  A  large 
number  of  those  who  have  been  elected  Secretaries  have 
already  done  this,  and  it  is  believed  that  rnucli  good  work 
will  be  accomplished  throughout  the  United  States. 
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EXPEESS  FACILITIES. 

For  the  distribution  of  “  Papers  for  the  People,”  ema¬ 
nating  from  the  “  Jefferson  Union,”  those  Campaign  Doc¬ 
uments  will  be  sent,  weekly,  to  every  town  in  the  Union. 

The  various  Express  Lines  are  so  perfected  in  arrange¬ 
ment — penetrating  as  they  do  into  thousands  of  inhabited 
districts  where  there  are  no  Post-Offices — that  we  find  it 
expedient  to  use  such  facilities  for  distribution,  rather  than 
trust  to  the  uncertainties  attendant  upon  the  ^present 
management  of  the  mails. 

Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.  run  from  Boston  to  Philadelphia 
and  Pittsburgh  and  the  South-west ;  and  by  steamships 
from  New-York  to  California,  Kew-Orleans  and  Mobile; 
and  by  Iloey  &  Co.  to  Charleston  and  Savannah,  and  all 
through  Georgia,  South  Carolina  and  Tennessee.  The 
American  Express  Co. — AYells,  Butterfield  &  Co.,  and  Liv¬ 
ingston,  Fargo  &  Co.,  pi'oprietors — from  New-York  to  St. 
Louis,  via  Albany,  Buffalo,  the  Lakes,  Detroit,  Chicago, 
&c. ;  and  via  Erie  Kailroad  to  Dunkirk,  Cleveland,  Cin¬ 
cinnati  and  Louisville,  terminating  at  St.  Louis. 

Ill  every  town  where  fifty  subscribem  shall  be  obtained 
the  packages  containing  ‘‘  Papers  lor  the  People”  will  be 
sent  by  Express  (except  at  extreme  distances)  at  half  the 
postage  charge. 

Our  Agents  and  Corre8}X)ndent8  will  please  notify  us, 
immediately,  if  they  will  receive  their  packages  by  Ex¬ 
press  instead  of  the  Post,  and  make  their  arrangements 
for  delivery  accordingly. 


THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 

The  Jefferson  Union  is  now  thorough'}’  organised,  with  a  CoiTcsponding 
Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  state  of  the  Union.  The  Secreta¬ 
ries  have  been  eiected  with  reference  not  only  to  their  ability  but  their  character 
as  faithful  and  incorruptible  Democrats.  The  “  Papers  for  the  i^eople”  are  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  |>ricc  which  is  but  a  fraction  alaive  the 
actual  cost  of  publication.  IMeu  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 

TEKM8  TO  Bt.NGI.E  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CLUES*. 


1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . 50  cents. 

25  complete  copies,  “  “  . $10  00 

50  “  »  “  “  19  00 

100  “  “  “  “  95  00 

500  “  “  “  . 170  00 

lOUO  “  “  “  “  300  00 


All  communications  must  be  addressed,  poA-pald,  to  Jefferson  Union 
115  Chambers  Street,  Nev.f-York. 
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■  THE  YOLUNTEEK. 

BY  A  YOUNG  HICKORY. 

AH  honor  to  the  soldier  true 
Who  fights  Cor  Freedom  dear, 

And  where  he  falls,  each  Freeman’s  heart 
Shall  yield  him  up  a  tear: 

All  honor  to  the  soldier  true 
Who  fights  for  Freedom  dear, 

But  most  of  all  is  honor  due 
The  Soldier  Volunteer ! 

The  Volunteer,  the  Volunteer, 

With  shout  and  cheer,  with  shout  and  cheer, 
Give  honor  to  the  Volunteer  ! 

One  soldier  strikes  for  glory’s  meed 
And  laughs  at  craven  fear, 

Another,  for  his  pay,  will  bleed 
In  battle’s  wild  career: 

But  he  is  Freedom's  soldier  true 
Who^for  his  country  dear^ 

Is  feu.tid  in  front  in  Freedom's  ranks, 

A  Soldier  Volunteer  ! — The  Volunteer^  ^c. 

Let  others  sport  their  feathers  high 
W'ho  free  of  danger  steer  ; 

And  claim  the  laurels  of  the  field, 

From  smoke  of  battle  clear  : 

But  we  will  honor  him  the  most 
W’ho  fights  for  PVeedom  dear, 

And  dares  the  perils  of  the  field, 

A  Soldier  Volunteer! — The  Volunteer,  ^c. 

When  Mexico  defied  our  Flag, 

The  hdag  of  P'rei-dom  dear. 

And  ‘‘  fussy  ”  Scott,  at  Washington 
Thought  only  of  his  rear, 

While  Taylor  struck  with  hero  arm, 

Down  Spanish  lance  and  spear, 

W'ho  fought  and  won  our  victories  ? 

The  Soldier  Volunteer  ! — The  Volunteer, 

Forsaking  home,  and  ease,  and  peace  — 

To  fight  for  Freedom  dear — 

The  “gallant  Pk-rce”  sought  Freedom’s  ranks, 

A  ScMdier  Volunteer  : 

In  Fretklom’s  ranks,  ’mid  carnage  hot, 
lie  ran  a  high  ciiret  r. 

And  won  a  nation's  grateful  praise, 

The  Soldier  Volunteer  ! — The  Volunteer,  ^c. 

And  now,  the  people  mean  to  show 
Their  gratitude  sincere. 

And  bind  their  laurel  <»n  his  brow, 

Who  fought  for  Freedom  dear  ; 

And  they  will  send  to  Wa'hlngton — 

7'o  crown  his  bright  career — 

The  StaUsuiaii-f'atiiot.  who  bi  came 
A  Soldier  Voluntei  r  ! — The  Volunteer,  ^c. 

122 


PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 


THE  TKUE  ISSUES. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  struggle  for  independence 
there  has  been  in  this  country  a  party  whose  opinions  and 
sympathies,  social  and  political,  were  essentially  British. 
It  is  often  impossible  to  know  the  secret  motives  which 
regulate  men’s  passions  and  prejudices ;  but  when  we 
look  back  and  remember  that  our  ancestors  derived  their 
love  of  liberty,  their  free  institutions,  their  laws,  their 
literature,  their  religion  and  their  pride  of  ancestry  from 
England,  we  find  in  the  glories  of  the  past — not  to  dwell 
ypon  the  uncertainties  of  the  future — much  to  excuse  the 
loyalists  of  the  Revolution.  Nor  is  it  surprising  that 
many  of  those  who  were  most  active  in  subverting  her 
authority,  should  unite  with  England  in  sympathy  for  the 
King  of  France  and  his  beautiful  Queen,  murdered  by  the 
mob  of  Paris.  Those  who  are  well  read  in  the  history  of 
that  day,  know  that  the  events  here  referred  to  did  create 
an  organised,  influential  British  party  in  this  country,  and 
that  the  sympathies,  passions  and  prejudices  then  created 
have  been  perpetuated  as  an  essential  feature  of  party  or¬ 
ganisation,  through  all  the  phases  and  aliases  which  that 
party  have  assumed.  The  younger  Adams  said, 

“  If  we  cannot  alter  things, 

By  G—  we’ll  change  their  names,  sir,” 

and  hence,  wanting  confidence  in  the  virtue  and  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  people,  seeking  to  cajole  and  flatter  them, 
this  party  have  sought  to  win  popular  favor  by  yielding 
to  what  they  believed  to  be  popular  prejudice.  Thus  the 
advocates  of  British  policy  and  British  interests,  were  first 
Tories;  next.  Federalists;  next.  Federal  Republicans; 
next.  National  Republicans ;  next,  Whigs ;  and  now. 
Abolitionists.  During  the  wars  waged  by  Napoleon, 
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England,  by  her  insular  position,  was  enabled  to  protect 
her  manufactories,  whilst  most  of  those  on  the  continent  were 
destroyed.  By  her  manufactures  and  her  commerce,  she 
subsidised  her  allies  and  conquered  her  enemies.  With 
the  peace  came  the  arts  of  peace — those  who  had  con¬ 
sumed  her  merchandise  became  themselves  manufacturers, 
competing  with  her  in  the  markets  of  the  w’orld  ;  and  she 
saw  that  she  must  sink  under  the  load  of  accumulated 
debt  and  taxation,  unless  she  could  continue  to  levy  con¬ 
tributions  on  the  rest  of  mankind  in  the  shape  of  profits 
on  her  merchandise.  She  had  more  than  one  hundred 
millions  of  East  India  subjects,  upon  whom  she  then  levied 
a  tribute  of  more  than  twenty  millions  of  dollars  per  an¬ 
num.  That  tribute  had  been  paid  in  the  precious  metals 
and  in  the  products  of  India.  Her  avarice  had  exhausted 
the  accumulated  treasures  of  India,  and  the  inventions  of 
Whitney  and  Arkwright  had  so  much  reduced  the  cost  of 
production,  that  England  could  sell  the  products  of  her 
looms  at  less  price  than  like  articles  could  be  produced  by 
the  cheap  labor  of  India.  India  therefore  could  not  con¬ 
tinue  to  pay  tribute,  unless  England  could  receive  the 
tropical  products  of  India  in  exchange  for  her  manufac¬ 
tures  upon  terms  that  would  enable  her  to  command  the 
continental  market.  Eight  hundred  thousand  slaves  and 
two  hundred  thousand  whites  in  the  W est  Indies  had  a 
monopoly  of  the  supply  of  tropical  products  to  England  ; 
and  she  could  not  open  the  East  India  market  to  Ihltish 
enterprise  unless  she  first  abolished  the  West  India  mo¬ 
nopoly.  Hence  she  gave  one  hundred  millions  of  dollars, 
not  as  an  indemnity  for  the  emancipation  of  her  West 
India  slaves,  but  for  the  abolition  of  her  West  India  mo- 
noiooly.  This  was  not  all ;  she  was  not  content  with  mo¬ 
nopolising  the  East  India  market — she  cast  her  eyes  upon 
Africa  ;  Sie  enlisted  in  a  crusade  against  the  African  slave 
trade ;  she  employed  her  ablest  writers,  her  pulpit,  her 
diplomacy  and  her  cannon  to  suppress  it.  And  why? 
Was  it  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  the  black  race  ?  or 
was  it  to  open  new  markets  for  the  consumption  of  her 
manufactures  ?  Let  him  who  believes  in  her  pretence  of 
sympathy  for  the  black  race  pause  for  a  moment,  and  see 
how  she  is  at  this  moment  employed.  What  is  she  doing 
in  India  ?  What  is  she  doing  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  ? 
What  is  she  doing  on  the  gold  coast  of  Africa?  Are  not 
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her  armies  now  red  with  the  blood  of  thousands  in  India  ? 
aro  not  her  footsteps  marked  with  rapine,  murder  and 
bloodshed?  Is  she  not  waging  a  war  of  extermination 
on  the  Caffirs  f  and  are  not  her  agents  negociating  treaties 
with  the  petty  African  King's,  by  which  her  merchants 
monopolise  their  commerce  ?  and  is  not  her  navy  now  en¬ 
gaged  in  the  capture  and  confiscation  of  American  ships 
whilst  our  gallant  sailors  are  co-operating  with  hers  in  main¬ 
taining  British  dominion  and  British  policy  on  the  coast 
of  Africa?  Yea  more!  has  not  British  insolence  gone 
further  than  this?  Have  not  the  British  merchants,  plant¬ 
ed  on  the  African  coast,  and  protected  in  their  monopoly 
of  the  African  trade,  by  our  navy,  armed  their  savage 
allies  with  guns  and  munitions  to  wage  war  upon  our 
settlements  of  Liberia?  And  who  does  not  know  that 
such  is  the  power  and  influence  of  sympathy  for  England 
and  her  policy  in  our  government,  that  thousands  of  our 
gallant  seamen  and  millions  of  our  money  are  employed 
in  her  service,  whilst  om*  own  consular  flag  is  insulted  with 
impunity  and  our  consul  imprisoned  at  Acapulco  because 
the  naval  commander  on  the  Paciflc  has  no  sufiicient 
means  of  protecting  his  rights  or  our  honor?  We  ask, 
who  so  bold  as  to  deny,  in  the  face  of  these  facts,  that 
negro  emancipation  is  an  essential  feature  of  British  policy? 
That  policy  looks  to  the  sale  of  her  manufactures  in  ex¬ 
change  for  tropical  products,  intending  to  monopolise 
these  products  and  enrich  herself  by  profits  levied  upon 
those  who  must  consume  them.  And  who,  with  this  know¬ 
ledge  of  her  purpose  and  policy,  knowing  that  she  has 
active  allies  and  parties  over  here  in  our  midst  laboring 
to  accomplish  them,  can  deny  the  existence  of  a  British 
party  in  this  country  ? 

Do  not  the  British  and  American  Abolitionists  act  in 
concert?  Did  not  Garrison  and  Tappan  go  to  England,  and 
did  not  Thompson  come  to  the  United  States?  If  she 
gave  one  hundred  millions  to  emancipate  800,000  negroes 
in  the  West  Indies,  and  spends  many  millions  annually  on 
the  coast  of  Africa,  how  much  would  she  give  to  eman¬ 
cipate  our  slaves  ?  Having  a  large  secret  service  fund  at 
her  command,  and  so  deep  a  stake  in  the  end  to  be  ac¬ 
complished,  who  doubts  that  she  has  paid  large  sums  in 
aid  of  the  Abolition  party  in  this  country?  From  whence 
come  the  sums  expended  by  the  Abolitionists  in  both  news- 
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papers  and  agents?  Who  pays  the  bill?  Whence  comes 
the  money? 

Now,  reader,  let  us  pause  for  a  moment  and  examine 
these  facts.  —  Do  you  love  Liberty  and  our  free  institu¬ 
tions  ?  Do  you  not  see  that  the  Abolition  party  of  this 
country  is  a  British  party?  Do  you  not  believe  that 
Abolition  is  a  mask  under  which  England  cloaks  her 
purposes  of  avarice  and  ambition  ?  Do  you  not  believe 
that  Abolition  is  a  mask  under  which  corrupt  men  seek  to 
gain  power  and  influence  ?  Do  you  not  see  that  the  Abo¬ 
lition  party  is  a  British  party ;  and  do  you  not  believe  that 
they  have  agents  and  emissaries  in  British  pay  ?  Do  you 
not  see  that  the  tendency  of  their  policy  is  to  subvert  our 
government  and  arrest  the  progress  of  free  institutions  by 
fomenting  sectional  prejudice  and  disunion?  Believing 
this,  what  is  your  duty?  Is  not  the  price  of  liberty 
eternal  vigilance?  And  does  not  this  require  frequent 
recurrence  to  first  principles  ? 

Who  is  the  candidate  of  this  British  party?  Do  we  not 
know  that  the  British  motto  is  “  divide  and  conquer  ?” 
Does  she  not  subdue  India  with  Indians  ?  Does  she  not 
subjugate  Ireland  with  Irishmen?  and  does  she  not  divide 
us  that  she  may  govern  us  ?  Who  is  now  the  candidate  of 
this  British  party  ?  Is  he  not  indebted  for  his  nomination 
to  a  clique  of  the  most  unscrupulous  adherents  of  British 
policy  ?  Have  they  not  taken  him  into  their  possession  ? 
Have  they  not  forbidden  him  to  speak  or  write  but  at  their 
permission?  Why  do  they  forbid  him  to  say  what  his 
opinions  are  or  what  he  will  do  ?  Is  it  not  because  they 
think  the  people  have  neither  the  intelligence  to  know  nor 
the  virtue  to  protect  their  right  and  interest  against  the 
intrigues  and  combinations  intended  to  promote  British 
policy,  backed  as  it  is  by  British  gold,  and  concealed 
beneath  the  glai-e  of  his  military  achievements  ? 
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No.  4r. 

WHY  GEN.  scxyrr  has  so  many  qtjajrrels. 

Some  people  pretend  to  say,  my  dear  General,  that  you 
will  quarrel  with  your  Cabinet  and  get  into  “hot  soup” 
with  Congress  in  six  months.  As  for  Congress  yon  need 
not  mind  it  much,  that  body  makes  more  or  less  “hot 
soup  ”  for  all  the  Whig  Presidents  when  it  comes  to 
appropriations,  and  you  will  have  the  whole  army  to  help 
you  keep  it  in  order.  As  for  the  Cabinet,  there  is  no 
chance  of  trouble ;  if  you  v/ill  select  your  own  subordinates 
and  let  but  one  of  them  hint  an  opinion  of  his  own,  and 
they  will  find  ^^Major-General  /Scott  does  not  permit  him¬ 
self  to  he  contradicted^  I  answer  for  it  there  never  will 
be  a  discord  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Scott— when  he 
owns  one. 

You  quarrelled  with  most  of  the  officers  of  your  mess 
when  you  entered  the  army,  but  that  was  owing  to  the 
ardor  of  a  southern  sun,  and  they  should  have  been  more 
exact  in  their  deference  to  the  tallest  man  among  them. 

You  quarrelled  with  Gen.  Wilkinson  in  1810,  but  he 
was  intolerably  provoking.  He  had  the  audacity  to  talk 
about  “  dashing  young  gamblers  tliat  drew  their  soldiers* 
pay  and  kept  it,”  and  even  had  the  unheard  of  insolence 
to  say,  “  that  conceited  fop,  Winfield  Scott,  is  an  empty- 
headed  coxcomb.”  Those  strait-laced  old  officers  who  were 
trained  in  the  school  of  Washington,  had  absurdly  strict 
ideas  of  honesty,  and  you  did  good  service  to  the  army  in 
worrying  Wilkinson  out  of  it.  Every  out-and-out  Whig 
will  agree  with  me  in  this. 

You  had  excellent  reasons  for  quarrelling  with  General 
Jackson.  That  stubborn  old  Ironsides  could  not  see  your 
abilities,  and  had  no  respect  for  your  honor,  and  you  were 
perfectly  right  in  refusing  to  fight  him.  Tlie  man  who 
could  get  away  from  him^  when  he  was  determined  to 
bring  him  to  account,  must  have  a  genius  for  retreats,  and 
in  this  view  you  won  a  shining  victory  over  Old  Firmness. 

Nobody  can  blame  you  for  quan’elling  with  DeWitt 
Clinton,  for  what  man  on  earth  could  endure  the  sarcastic 
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contempt  he  manifested  for  your  little  deviations  from  the 
truth,  and  such  other  slight  matters  ?  A  challenge  to  a 
man  whose  position  proclaimed  that  he  could  not  accept  it 
would  not  mend  his  opinions  much,  but  you  had  the  glory 
of  inviting  him  to  a  duel,  and  that  squared  off  honorably 
what  impertinents  call  “  dodging  the  question  ”  with  Gen. 
Jackson. 

You  quarrelled  with  Gen.  Macomb  and  refused  to  obey 
orders,  but  that  was  because  you  thought  you  knew  his 
business  better  than  he  did  himself,  and  like  your  future 
Secretary  of  State,  Gov.  Seward,  you  obey  the  higher 
law  ”  of  yoiu’  own  will. 

Gen.  Porter  quarrelled  with  you  when  he  was  Secretary 
of  War,  but  it  was  doubtless  through  his  ignorance  of  your 
“  higher  law  ”  principles,  and  we  will  overlook  his  imper¬ 
tinent  presumption  in  consideration  that  he  meant  right  in 
preferring  the  interests  of  his  country  to  the  pleasure  of 
Gen.  Scott.  There  is  no  danger  of  his  successor  under  you 
falling  into  such  an  abominable  mistake. 

Gen.  Gaines  fell  into  a  similar  error.  He  was  an  old 
frontier  soldier  and  had  ideas  of  his  own  about  suppressing 
Indian  hostilities.  His  plan  was  to  enclose  the  Florida 
Savages  in  a  net — and  then  draw  the  lines  closer  and  closer 
until  they  would  hear  reason,  and  feel  it,  but  you  knew 
better  doubtless.  He  could  not  comprehend  the  force  and 
beauty  of  moving  with  such  careful  and  elegant  precision 
across  the  country  and  never  catching  any  fiidians,  while 
they  in  their  own  fashion  were  burning  up  women  and 
children  and  laying  in  ashes  our  pioneer  homesteads.  In 
his  disregard  for  “  perfect  tactics  ”  and  higher  law  he 
never  considered  what  a  beautiful  thing  it  was  to  spare 
the  Indians  until  they  should  learn  through  you  the  arts  of 
civilised  war  and  fight  and  die  like  Christians. 

Your  quarrel  with  Marcy  should  win  admiration  for 
your  courage.  It  takes  a  brave  man  to  charge  a  heavy 
battery  with  fire-crackers  and  a  hasty  plate  of  soup,  and 
considering  how  awfully  his  shot  told  you  got  off  with  very 
slight  damage.  Cork  heads  and  cotton  bales  take  cannon 
balls  better  than  hearts  of  oak  or  stone  walls,  but  I  don’t 
say  you  are  either  of  these  thirds.  General. 

Your  quarrelling  with  Gen.  Taylor  and  his  calling  you 
“  fuss  and  feathers  ”  was  all  in  the  course  of  natoe  and 
not  worth  mentioning. 
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ITeither  can  we  count  for  anything  your  quarrel  with 
Mr.  Polk,  since  it  never  came  to  any  results. 

Your  quarrel  with  Mr.  Trist  should  only  be  cited  as  an 
example  of  angelic  sweetness,  for  in  the  end  all  was  for¬ 
given,  and  from  bitter  enemies  you  became  “of  one  mind.’^ 
But  we  will  take  a  social  day  together.  General,  over  this 
Trist  business. 

So  too  we  must  take  room  to  ourselves  to  discuss  at 
length  the  audacity  of  Gen.  Worth  in  showing  you  how  to 
save  our  army,  by  taking  it  around  Lake  Chaleo  instead 
of  wrecking  it  on  the  Yifion.  He  deserved  to  be  quar¬ 
relled  with  for  knowing  more  than  his  senior. 

Gen.  Pillow  committed,  the  same  crime  about  the  arm¬ 
istice  of  Mexico.  It  was  magnanimous  in  you  to  give  the 
city  time  to  fortify  and  provision  itself  better,  and  allow 
Santa  Anna  to  collect  another  army,  and  you  were  right 
to  quarrel  with  Gen.  Y.  for  censuring  such  generous 
conduct. 

As  for  Col.  Duncan,  he  had  the  daring  impudence  to 
find  out  what  you  had  failed  to  discover — the  best  road  to 
the  conquest  of  Mexico,  and  it  would  be  contrary  to 
etiquette  to  pardon  such  presumption  in  a  younger  officer. 

General  J essup  was  guilty  of  something  about  as  bad, 
years  ago,  and  of  course  you  quarrelled  with  him.  When 
you  are  President  Scott  it  will  be  well  enough  to  make  an 
example  of  him  for  knowing  more  than  his  superiors,  and 
if  the  whigs  do  not  sustain  you  on  that,  and  all  your  other 
quarrels,  they  are  no  whigs  at  all,  and  may  be  counted  as 
little  better  than  unbelieving  Democrats. 


WHY  DOES  THE  “KEPUBLIC”  MAKE  THE 
FALSE  CHAKGB  AGAINST  GEN.  PIEKCE  ? 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  the 
candidate  who  had  been  nominated  by  the  democratic 
party  for  Governor  of  New  Hampshire  came  out  in  favor 
of  its  repeal,  and  Gen.  Pierce  took  a  very  active  part  in 
calling  a  convention  to  supersede  his  nomination,  Iw 
selecting  a  candidate  positively  pledged  in  its  support.  It 
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is  said  that  in  a  speech  at  Xew  Boston,  in  January,  he  de¬ 
clared  that  he  was  not  the  advocate  of,  but  in  the  abstract 
opposed  to,  slavery,  and  that  an  abolitionist,  with  a  view 
to  render  him  and  the  law  odious,  published  a  garbled 
statement  in  which  he  was  represented  as  being  an  aboli¬ 
tionist  in  principle.  The  report  as  published  was  denounced 
at  the  time  as  untrue,  but,  knowing  it  to  be  false,  it  has 
been  reproduced  by  the  Washington  organ  of  the  British 
party,  which  demand  that  Gen.  Pierce  shall  admit  or  deny 
it  under  his  own  hand.  It  is  not  enough  that  many  per¬ 
sons  who  heard  it  have  denied  its  truth.  It  is  not  enough 
that  it  was  publicly  denied  through  the  press  at  the  time 
of  its  publication ;  the  Bepublic  demands  that  Gen.  Pierce 
should  deny  it  now — why  ? 

One  of  the  fundamental  differences  between  the  Repub¬ 
lican  party  and  the  British  Whigs  is  this.  Tlie  Repub¬ 
licans  believe  that  the  constitution  was  adopted  by  the 
States  as  States — that  the  institution  of  slavery  was 
pre-existing  in  the  States  and  exclusively  subject  to  their 
control  as  States — and  that  the  constitution  being  a  com¬ 
pact  between  sovereign  and  independent  States,  that  part 
which  binds  the  other  States  to  restore  fugitives  from  labor 
is  as  much  binding  in  all  the  States  as  any  other  part  of 
it.  It  will  be  seen  that  under  this  construction  of  the 
constitution  the  people  of  New  Hampshire  are  no  more 
responsible  for  the  existence  of  slavery  in  Virginia  than 
they  are  for  its  existence  in  Cuba  or  Brazil ;  and  that  the 
obligation  to  restore  fugitives  from  labor  is  of  the  same 
character  as  the  obligation  to  restore  fugitives  from  justice, 
to  the  other  States,  or  to  a  foreign  power.  And  hence 
citizens  of  the  non-slaveholding  States,  who  are  opposed 
to  slavery  in  the  absti’act ;  may  co-operate  in  the  surrender 
of  fugitive  slaves,  because  it  is  a  duty  under  the  consti¬ 
tution,  originating  in  the  compact  between  the  States,  and 
which  as  good  citizens  they  are  bound  to  execute  without 
reference  to  their  private  opinions  bn  tlie  subject  of  slavery. 

On  the  other  hand,  since  the  celebrated  4th  of  July 
speech  of  John  Quincy  Adams  and  Mr.  Webster’s  no  less 
celebrated  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne,  the  abolitionists  deny  that 
the  constitution  is  a  compact  between  sovereign  States. 
Tliey  say  that  ours  is  a  goverment  adopted  by  the  people, 
as  a  people,  and  that  therefore  the  people  of  each  and  all 
the  States  are  responsible  in  their  consciences  for  the 
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existence  of  slavery,  and  that  being  thus  responsible  it  is 
their  duty  to  abolish  it. 

The  writers  for  the  Republic  know  this,  and  hence,  well 
knowing  the  ground  upon  which  Gen.  Pierce,  although 
opposed  to  slavery  in  the  abstract,  is  opposed  to  the  repeal 
of  the  fugitive  slave  law,  they  demand  that  he  shall  again 
admit  or  deny  the  false  charges  which  they  make,  because 
their  purpose  is  to  use  this  charge  to  create  a  prejudice 
against  him,  in  the  south  as  well  as  in  the  north.  In  the 
south  because  he  is  opposed  to  slavery  in  the  abstract.  In 
the  north  because  he  is  opposed  to  the  repeal  of  the  fugi¬ 
tive  slave  law.  This  statement  of  the  case  shows  the  utter 
want  of  principle  of  the  British  press.  But  why  does  not 
the  Republic  call  upon  Gen.  Scott  for  his  opinions?  Will 
he  veto  a  bill  repealing  the  fugitive  slave  law  ?  Or  does 
not  Seward  and  the  British  party  support  him  because  he 
is  pledged  not  to  veto  such  a  bill  ?  The  difference  between 
Scott  and  Pierce  is  that  Scott  is  a  southern  man  with  abo¬ 
lition  sympathies  and  opinions — whilst  Pierce  is  a  northern 
man  with  Republican  principles,  who  believes  that  the 
constitution  is  a  compact  between  sovereign  States,  and  that 
all  good  citizens  are  bound  to  execute  law  as  necessary  and 
proper  to  carry  it  into  effect. 


WHY  WAS  GEH.  PIERCE  DOMINATED  ? 

History  is  experience  teaching  by  example,  and  one  of 
the  most  striking  on  her  record  is  the  selection  ol  Cincin- 
natus  by  the  Roman  people.  That  the  people  are  capable 
of  a  wise  self  government,  and  are  responsible  for  a  proper 
exercise  of  the  duties  devolving  upon  them  under  the 
constitution,  is  a  cherished  principle  of  oin^  political  faith. 
It  is  not  enough  that  competent  and  faithiul  public  officers 
are  chosen.  We  know  that  the  price  of  liberty  is  eternal 
vigilance,  and  hence  in  the  selection  of  our  candidates  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  people  to  vindicate  their  authority^  in 
the  government  by  preserving  the  elective  franchise  tree 
from  all  suspicion  of  intrigue,  bargain  or  management !” 

Who  is  there  among  our  political  adversaries  who  dares 
to  say  that  Gen.  Pierce  has  been  guilty  of  any  bargain 
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intrigue  or  management  to  obtain  his  nomination  ?  Who 
dares  to  say  that  he  has  made  a  single  promise,  or  that  he 
is  under  any  obligation  to  any  clique  or  person  for  the 
high  honor  which  the  people  will  confer  upon  him  ?  Who 
does  not  know  that  if  elected  he  will  come  into  office  with¬ 
out  any  political  debts  to  pay  ?  He  will  receive  the  free, 
unbiassed,  unbought,  independent  suffrage  of  the  people, 
and  will  be  their  President.  In  this  consists  his  strength. 
This  explains  why  it  is  that  the  people  of  all  parties  and 
the  leaders  of  all  the  factions  unite  in  ratifying  the  selection 
made  at  Baltimore.  The  people  approve  because  their 
will  prevails  in  the  nomination ;  and  the  cliques  and  party 
leaders  approve  because  they  know  it  to  be  wise  for  them 
to  acquiesce,  when  the  people  have,  with  so  much  unani¬ 
mity,  declared  their  will. 

How  compare  the  nomination  of  Pierce  and  of  Scott. 
Who  among  our  political  opponents  does  not  know  that 
Gen.  Scott’s  nomination  was  made  by  a  faction  of  his  own 
party  ?  Who  among  them  does  not  know  that  if  elected 
he  will  be  the  president  of  a  faction,  and  that  a  sectional 
faction  devoted  to  British  policy — ^pledged  to  measures 
which  wiU  endanger  the  Union  ? 


CHAKACTEK  OF  WHIGGEEY. 

That  Whiggery  is  incompetent  to  administer  the 
government  of  this  country,  is  manifest  from  its  breaking 
down  whenever  it  has  been  in  power.  That  it  is  corrupt, 
is  shown  by  its  invariable  jobbing  propensities,  its  use  of 
the  public  moneys  to  reward  partisans,  its  Galphinism, 
Gardnerism,  and  similar  peculations.  That  it  is  false,  is 
proved  by  its  proverbial  refusal  when  in  office  to  redeem 
the  pledges  by  vfftue  of  which  it  obtained  power.  That  it 
is  proscriptive,  is  seen  in  its  treatment  of  adopted  citizens 
from  the  era  of  the  passage  of  the  alien  laws  of  John 
Adams,  down  to  its  alliance  with  Hativism  in  1841,  and 
the  recent  adoption  as  its  presidential  candidate  of  the 
oracle  and  favorite  of  that  Church-burning  faction.  That 
it  is  unpatriotic,  is  showm  by  its  sympathy  with  the  foes  of 
the  country  in  the  war  with  England  in  1812,  and  with 
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Mexico  in  1846.  That  it  is  hostile  to  the  enlargement 
and  aggrandisement  of  the  republic,  is  evident  from  the 
fact  that  every  new  acquisition  of  territory,  from  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  Louisiana  down  to  the  conmiest  of  California,  has 
encountered  its  fierce  opposition.  That  it  is  identified  in 
sentiment  and  sympathy  with  the  Toryism  of  England  and 
of  our  own  Revolution,  is  exhibited  in  the  doctrines  it  pro¬ 
mulgates  and  the  measures  it  proposes. 


WHIG  TESTIMONY  FOR  SCOTT. 

The  Whig  papers  complain  that  the  Democrats  are 
raking  up,  with  an  unsparing  hand,  the  whole  past  history 
of  Gen.  Scott,  and  using  even  his  “  personal  and  harmless 
peculiarities  ’’  as  unfair  and  fatal  weapons  against  him. 
This  complaint  comes  with  an  ill-grace  from  every  portion 
of  the  Whig  press  except  the  abolition  papers  of  the  North ; 
for,  up  to  the  time  of  his  nomination,  the  national  Whig 
papei’s  teemed  with  an  exhibition  of  Gen.  Scott’s  “  weak¬ 
ness,”  “folly,”  “vanity,”  and  “incapacity.”  As  a  fair 
specimen  of  the  light  in  which  they  commonly  held  him,  we 
quote  the  following  from  the  “  Knoxville  (Tennessee)  Whig.” 
Pass  it  round  that  the  Whigs  may  look  at  their  OAvn 
picture  of  their  candidate  : 

“  He  has  been  almost  forty  years  prominently  before  the 
country,  and  in  that  time  he  has  done  and  said  many  silly 
things,  which  in  themselves  are  harmless,  slumber  in 
silence,  and  are  covered  beneath  the  rubbish  of  time.  But 
let  him  only  come  before  the  public  for  political  favors — 
where  he  has  no  sort  of  business,  all  his  foolish  deeds  and 
speeches  will  be  roused  from  their  slumber — disrobed  of 
their  winding  sheet — and  will  be  used  to  a  terrible  effect, 
especially  at  the  South.  None  but  the  most  discreet  man 
that  ever  lived,  standing  in  the  focus  of  public  gaze  for 
forty  years,  and  having  to  move  in  the  midst  of  all  factions 
and  interests,  could  avoid  doing  and  saying  some  foolish 
things.  How  much  more,  then,  would  the  life  of  a  man 
of  Gen.  Scott’s  weakness,  vanity  and  pride,  be  spotted  all 
over  with  words  and  acts  that  he  obliterated  forever,  and 
that  ought  never  to  have  occurred.  His  improper  use  of 


134 


ROBINSON,  THE  ANTI-CATHOLIC. 


public  moneys  in  his  early  days  in  the  army — his  quarrel 
with  Gen.  Jackson,  in  which  he  came  off  second  best — his 
bad  treatment  of  Gov.  Clinton — his  unsuccessful  quarrel 
and  controversy  with  Gen.  Gaines — his  contest  with  Gov. 
Marcy,  in  which  he  got  the  worst  of  the  fight — liis  more 
recent  contest  with  Gen.  Pillow,  in  which,  to  say  the  least 
of  it,  he  made  nothing — and,  finally,  his  base  treatment 
of  Mr.  Clay  in  1840 — all  these  and  more  would  come  up 
in  judgment  against  him,  if  once  brought  before  the  coun¬ 
try  as  a  candidate  for  the  presidency.  His  notorious 
vanity,  which  is  more  than  equal  to  his  military  ability, 
has  been  the  faithful  mother  of  his  indiscreet  acts,  has  given 
birth  to  a  progeny  of  hateful  and  silly  speeches  and  deeds, 
as  numerous  as  the  school  of  little  fishes  that  inhabit  the 
waters  of  Egypt.” 


KOBINSOH,  THE  ANTI-CATHOLIC. 

(as  proved  by  his  own  logic.) 

The  scavenger  work  of  the  Tribune  and  its  hebdominal 
coadjutors  is  done  by  the  job  by  that  graceless  and 
shameless  trickster  W.  E.  Kobinson.  To  outdistance 
himself  in  impudence  he  has  at  last  set  himself  up  as  the 
self-elected  advocate  of  the  Catholics.  And  in  a  speech  in 
which  reckless  inuendoes  and  feculent  blackguardism  ai^e 
the  controlling  qualities,  has  attempted  by  the  use  of  stale, 
wit,  and  a  depravity  of  conclusion  that  would  disgrace  the 
lowest  votary  of  the  hells  of  Five  Points,  to  prove  Frank¬ 
lin  Pierce  guilty  of  intolerance.  And  yet  there  is  not  one 
charge  made,  one  fact  proved,  or  a  single  conclusion 
deduced,  to  establish  the  slander  with  which  he  would 
besmear  the  Patriot  of  the  Granite  State.  He  and  every 
other  man  who  charges  intolerance  against  tlie  Catholics 
as  a  characteristic  or  a  principle  of  General  Pierce,  lies. 
The  whole  force  of  the  charge  lies  in  this — that  General 
Pierce’s  father  voted  to  dismiss  a  Presbyterian  Clergyman 
who  would  not  in  his  prayers  pray  for  the  President  and 
Congress.”  Upon  this  grave  accusation,  the  Great 
Richelieu  of  the  Tribune  draws  the  inference  that  Gen. 
Pierce’s  father  hated  Catholics  and  favored  that  whig 


GEN.  PIERCE  AND  THE  CATHOLIC  TEST. 


135 


measure  of  John  Adams,  the  alien  and  sedition  laws— and 
as  if  the  logic  of  illegitimate  inference  was  to  override  the 
facts  of  history,  and  make  a  lying  inuendo  the  basis  of 
argument  to  convince  the  American  people,  he  urges  that 
this  establishes  the  intolerance  of  Gen.  Pierce.  Impudence 
has  thus  reached  its  climax.  But  Robinson’s  logic  can 
work  two  ways  :  his  syllogism  is  this  : 

Old  Benjamin  Pierce  voted  to  dismiss  a  Presbyterian, 
from  office  of  Chaplain  of  the  House  because  he  would  not 
pray  for  the  President  and  Congress. 

Therefore  he  was  in  favor  of  the  (whig)  alien  and  sedi¬ 
tion  laws. 

As  “  old  Benjamin  ”  was  proved  to  be  in  favor  of  the 
whig  measure,  it  follows  that  his  son  Franklin  must  hate 
Catholics. 

Robinson’s  father  is  an  Irish  Presbyterian  Clergyman. 

Young  Richelieu,  W.  E.  Robinson,  the  mock  sympa¬ 
thiser,  was  sent  to  Yale  College  by  a  Society  of  Presby¬ 
terian  women,  who,  it  is  said,  sewed  him  through  College, 
to  make  him  a  Presbyterian  Priest.  He  got  his  education, 
was  too  shameless  to  preach,  but  is  now,  as  far  as  he 
approaches  any  sort  of  religion — which  everybody  knows 
is  not  within  hailing  distance — a  Presbyterian.  He  has 
openly  said  he  was  not  and  would  not  be  a  Catholic. 
Taking  his  own  logic  he  is  proved  to  be  a  Presbyterian. 
The  facts  show  he  was  educated  a  Presbyterian,  and  that 
he  is  by  profession  a  denouncer  of  Catholics. 

The  Catholics  must  be  gratified  in  having  such  an 
advocate  and  such  a  logician. 


GEN.  PIERCE  AND  THE  CATHOLIC  TEST. 

The  Whigs  are  making  a  desperate  and  despairing  kind  of  effort 
to  fix  upon  Gen.  Pierce  the  stigma  of  the  odious  Catholic  test  of 
New  Harn|>shire,  and  this  they  do  in  the  very  face  and  eyes  of  the 
fact  that  Gen.  Pierce  has  several  times  endeavored  to  get  the  obnox¬ 
ious  clause  rescinded  from  the  constitution  of  the  State.  The 
abolition  and  anti-Catholic  faction  which  circulates  about  the  N.  Y. 
Tribune  has  sent  W.  E.  Robinson,  an  anti-Catholic  Irishman,  to 
New  Hampshire  to  rake  over  and  lie  over  the  SUite  Records  of 
New  Hampshire.  The  object  of  all  this  misrepresentation  and 
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falsehood  is  a  simple  trick  to  draw  the  Democratic  press  off  from 
its  successful  firing  into  Gen.  Scott’s  rear,  and  its  wholesale  and 
retail  exposures  of  whig  misrule  and  fraud.  If  by  these  lies  about 
Gen.  Pierce,  they  could  put  the  Democratic  press  on  the.  defensive, 
their  whole  object  would  be  gained.  They  are  not  such  big  fools 
as  to  believe  that  the  Irish  Catholics  will  be  at  all  influenced  by  the 
rigmarole  of  such  a  well  known  Catholic  hater  as  W.  E.  Robinson. 
We  could  easily  show  that  the  whole  of  his  article  is  either  a 
perversion  of  facts  or  a  falsehood — but  are  not  to  be  caught  in  the 
trap  of  going  into  a  labored  defence  when  none  is  needed,  and  of 
spending  our  ammunition  on  a  man  of  straw,  when  we  have  got  such 
a  prodigious  bundle  of  live  feathers  to  fire  at.  The  Catholic  press 
is  vigilant  and  able — it  knows  that  the  Democratic  party  has  stood 
firmly  by  the  rights  of  all  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  native 
and  adopted,  and  it  will  take  care  of  the  falsehoods  of  its  enemies. 
The  “Catholic  Mirror”  of  Baltimore  has  just  spoken  out  in  the 
foUmvdng  manner : 

“  This  report  unequwocally  proves  that  Gen.  Pierce  exerted  his 
influence  to  have  the  Religious  Test  stricken  out  from  the  consti¬ 
tution  of  his  native  Sta.te.  The  charge  of  supporting  the  conti¬ 
nuance  of  the  offensive  clause  has  been  brought  against  Gen. 
Pierce,  not  from  a  love  of  Catholics,  but  by  a  set  of  politicians  who 
care  but  little  what  slander  they  retail,  provided  it  gains  votes  for 
the  party.  We  publish  this  record  to  show  that  the  cause  of 
Catholicity  must  not  be  dragged  into  the  political  arena  to  prevent 
men  from  giving  him  their  support  on  that  ground.  Were  we  to 
decline  publishing  this  proof,  we  would  be  aiding  the  false  charge. 
— The  Mirmr  has  no  political  preferences,  hence  it  cannot,  by  its 
silence,  sanction  a  falsehood  of  the  nature  of  the  one  now  under 
consideration.” 

The  Mirror  also  says  that  it  has  “  seen  a  letter  from  Gen.  Pierce, 
written  to  a  gentleman  of  this  city,  in  which  he  speaks  of  the  charge 
brought  against  him,  of  aiding  the  retention  of  the  ‘religious  test* 
in  the  Constitution  of  New  Hampshire.” 

Gen.  Pierce  says : 

“No  charge  could  be  more  groundless  than  this — my  course 
from  the  first  moment  I  entered  public  life,  has  been  directly  the 
opiX)site  of  that  alleged.  If  the  falsehood  has  not  already  received 
its  appropriate  brand,  it  will  in  due  season.” 

“  This  is  sufficient  to  brand,  forever,  the  audaciously  frlse  charge.” 


A  Kerman  F  am  pin  let. —The  Jefferson  Union  will  publish  next  week,  in  the 
Gormnn  lan^Miage,  a  pamphlet  of  16  pa^es,  showing  the  frauds  which  the  whig  party 
has  incesgantly  tried  to  practise  upon  all  foreigners,  and  tlie  spirit  of  intolerance  which 
it  has  cTer  exhibited  towards  all  adopted  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  pamphlet* 
will  be  iumished  at  the  exact  cost  of  the  paper,  presswork  and  folding,  which  will  be 
^1,00  per  hundred. 
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DEMOCKATIC  GIFTS  TO  THE  PEOPLE.  ' 

Democracy  lias  presented  to  the  Union  Texas,  and  with 
it  the  command  of  the  cotton  supply,  which  is  so  much 
more  efficient  than  cannon  balls  in  keeping  manufacturing 
Europe  on  her  good  behaviour.  Without  this  check  we 
do  not  know  what  England  might  do,  but  with  it,  we  are 
very  certain  that,  fume  and  fret  as  she  will,  there  will  be 
no  figliting  about  the  Mackerel. 

Democracy  gave  us  cheap  postage,  which  in  itself  is 
the  surest  and  strongest  bond  of  union  that  could  be  de¬ 
vised  to  link  in  closest  brotherhood  our  widely  extended 
and  numerous  family  of  States.  A  distinguished  Ameri¬ 
can  said — “We  need  not  fear  the  United  States  will  be 
too  large  while  we  can  despatch  a  message  from  one  end 
of  it  to  the  other  in  a  second  ;  or  too  full  of  laborei'S  while 
mineral  treasures  to  the  amount  of  hundreds  of  millions 
are  only  waiting  hands  to  bring  them  to  market ;  or  too 
dangerously  far  apart  while  the  working  man  can  send  a 
letter  to  the  most  distant  State  at  the  price  of  his  glass  of 
spirits.” 

Democracy  gave  us  the  golden  vallies  of  California  and 
the  silver  mountains  of  Hew  Mexico,  and  in  them  supplied 
our  country  with  a  steadily  improving  tide  of  coin  to  meet 
and  balance  our  commercial  fluctuations. 

Democracy  attempted  to  give  us  the  crowning  gem  of 
all  this  in  the  short  and  superior  route  to  the  Pacific  by 
Tehuantepec,  but  whig  selfishness  strangled  the  precious 
advantages  in  our  grasp — even  as  whig  cowardice  is  now 
turning  back  the  same  priceless  offering  as  it  stands  at  our 
door  praying  for  acceptance. 

This  will  seem  so  incredible  that  it  is  possible  the  fact 
139 


140 


DEMOCRATIC  GIFTS  TO  THE  PEOPLE. 


never  will  be  realised  until  this  last  glorious  offering  of 
Democracy  on  the  altar  of  the  Union  is  lost  to  us  forever. 

We  need  not  multiply  arguments  on  the  value  of  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  The  map  of  North  America 
teaches  it  at  a  glance  to  every  one  who  is  not  blind  with 
the  wilfulness  of  faction.  “  Its  alluring  vicinity  to  our 
Gulf  ports  ;  the  saving  brevity  of  the  transit ;  the  quick 
relief  and  close  union  which  it  assured,  to  our  Pacific  states ; 
the  assistance  which  it  would  ensure  to  our  whaling  inte¬ 
rests  ;  the  shortened  avenue  to  the  Asiatic  trade,  and,  to 
crown  all,  its  outlet  into  our  own  enclosed  sea  of  Mexico  ” 
had  received  the  anxious  attention  of  Mr.  Buchanan  long 
before  the  world  had  begun  to  reflect  upon  the  existence  or 
importance  of  the  pass  of  Tehuantepec.  With  the  settle¬ 
ment  of  Oregon  and  the  acquisition  of  California  came  the 
evident  necessity  of  a  prompt,  sure,  and  independent  path 
for  our  inter-state  trade  and  travel  to  the  Pacific,  and  as 
the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec  was  pre-eminently  this  de¬ 
sired  link,  it  was  carefully  embodied  in  the  treaty  of  peace 
Mr.  Trist  was  sent  to  Mexico  to  present  to  its  conquered 
rulers.  Mr.  Trist  disobeyed  his  orders,  and  sacrificed  our 
best  highway  to  the  Pacific  to  the  interests  of  Mr.  Mack¬ 
intosh,  the  British  consul ;  and  Gen.  Scott, who  never  agreed 
with  him  about  any  thing  before,  helped  him  to  do  this. 
Incredible  as  this  seems,  it  is  true,  and  what  is  more  in¬ 
credible,  the  wings  in  the  Senate  stifled  the  inquiry  and 
forced  upon  the  country  this  shameful  and  illegitimate 
treaty,  that  cut  off  from  us  a  pass  worth  even  in  the  pre¬ 
sent  state  of  trade  thirty  millions  a  year,  and  all  to  pre¬ 
vent  an  investigation  into  Gen.  Scott’s  neglect  of  duty. 
The  Senate  records  of  February  and  March  prove  this  but 
too  conclusively,  and  they  also  prove  how*  anxious  Mr. 
W ebster  and  other  leading  whigs  were  to  give  the  United 
States  the  least  possible  return  for  the  costs  of  the  war  and 
to  Mexico  the  greatest  possible  power  to  embarrass  and 
annoy  us  in  the  future.  After  this  first  unpardonable  sac¬ 
rifice  of  the  Tehuantepec  highway  of  union,  by  the  whig 
general  and  his  abettors  in  the  Senate — including  his  pre¬ 
sent  rival,  Webster — Mr.  Buchanan  left  the  wa}^  open  for 
securing  the  same  end  at  a  later  date,  though  of  course  at 
the  cost  of  much  delay  and  many  deficencies.  Mr.  Letcher 
did  his  duty  well  and  wisely  as  our  minister  in  Mexico, 
and  if  he  had  been  sustained  the  magnificent  but  desolate 
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Talley  of  Tehuantepec  would  be  ringing  to-day  with  the- 
footsteps  of  American  enterprise. 

An  American  company  had  the  right  by  solemn  char¬ 
ter  from  Mexico,  fortified  by  treaty  conventions  of  guar¬ 
antee  between  England  and  the  United  States,  to  construct 
a  railway  or  canal  across  Tehuantepec,  to  unite  the  Pacific 
with  our  Gulf' of  Mexico  and  bring  San  Francisco  within 
sixteen  days  of  New-York  ;  and  yet,  in  the  face  of  those- 
pledges  and  guarantees,  our  citizens  are  plundered  of  their 
chartered  rights  by  Mexico,  our  minister  insulted  out  of’ 
the  country,  and  our  meek  cabinet  defied  with  open,  un¬ 
mitigated  scorn. 

If  a  Commissioner  should  be  sent  and  our  citizens  duly 
protected  in  their  rights  at  Tehuantepec,  it  will  be  done 
through  and  by  the  Democratic  side  of  Congress,  and 
like  every  other  imperial  gift  to  the  Union,  from  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  Florida  onward,  we  shall  owe  to  Democracy 
the  sealing  bond  of  an  independent  Isthmus  route  to  the 
Pacific. 


WHIG  IMPUDENCE  AND  HYPOCPJSY. 

The  conduct  of  the  federal  whigs  in  commending  Gen. 
Scott  to  public  favor,  because  of  his  services  in  the  wars 
with  England  and  Mexico,  excites  both  admiration  and 
contempt — admiration  for  its  impudence — contempt  for 
its  hypocrisy.  The  party  which  urges  his  cl  aims,  to  the 
presidency  on  account  of  his  heroism  in  the  war  of  1812-15, 
denounced  that  war  as  unnecessary,  unjust,  and  unholy — 
covered  its  authors  and  supporters  with  the  vilest  epithets 
— sympathised,  during  the  whole  conflict,  with  our  ene¬ 
mies,  giving  them  “  aid  and  comfort,”  furnishing  their 
troops  with  provisions,  betraying  to  them  the  plans  of  the 
American  armies,  and  burning  “  blue  lights,”  as  signals 
to  guide  their  fleets  to  attack  our  harbors — did  all  in  its 
power  to  prevent  enlistments  in  our  land  and  sea  forces — 
decried  the  skill  of  our  generals  and  the  valor  of  our  sol- 
— ridiculed  our  naval  armaments — resisted  the  collec¬ 
tion  of  taxes  to  carry  on  the  war — held  conventions  to 
decounce  the  general  government,  and  to  consider  the 
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question  of  dividing  I4ew-England  from  her  sister  states 
and  making  a  separate  peace  with  Great  Britain — took  the 
English  side  in  all  disputes  as  to  the  result  of  battles  fought 
on  the  sea  and  on  the  land,  and  when  the  advantage  was 
too  clearly  with  us  to  admit  of  any  debate,  declared  it 
“  unbecoming  in  a  moral  and  religious  people  to  rejoice 
over  their  victories.”  In  a  word,  so  traitorous  was  the 
conduct  of  the  party  during  this  ■war,  that  it  was  never 
able  to  gain  power  in  the  nation,  until  the  generation  which 
witnessed  its  treason  had  passed  away ;  nor  even  then, 
until,  like  the  felon  who  flees  to  a  strange  country  under 
an  assumed  name,  it  had  thrown  off  the  odious  title  of 
‘‘  federalist  ”  and  put  on  the  stolen  title  of  “  whig.” 

Right  well  do  we  remember  the  heartless  ridicule  pour¬ 
ed  out  by  the  federalists  of  1813-14,  upon  om’  brave 
troops  who  were  shedding  their  blood  like  water  upon  the 
Niagara  frontier.  At  every  rumor  of  disaster,  their  spirits 
rose  exultant,  and  their  assaults  upon  Madison  and  his  de¬ 
mocratic  supporters  were  loud  and  insolent.  When  re¬ 
ports  of  victories  won  by  our  soldiery  on  that  sanguinary 
field  spread  through  the  country,  their  countenances  fell 
despondent,  and  their  hatred  of  the  American  cause  found 
vent  in  prophesies  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  the  British 
arms. 

Now,  for  this  same  party  to  be  shouting  about  Lundy’s 
Lane,  Chippewa,  Ac.,  is  both  ludicrous  and  contemptible. 
It  is  ludicrous  to  see  these  federal  whigs  rushing  to  Niag¬ 
ara  Falls,  and  affecting  so  much  enthusiasm  while  swallow¬ 
ing  the  l)ile  they  disgorged  all  along  the  frontier  thirty- 
eight  years  ago.  It  is  contemptible  to  see  them  trying  to 
make  a  little  political  capital  out  of  the  heroic  blood  shed 
in  a  war  which  they  denounced  as  unjust  and  unholy,  and 
in  which  they  took  sides  with  the  British  against  then*  o-wn- 
country. 

So,  too,  with  the  recent  Mexican  war.  The  federal 
whigs  opposed  it  on  the  alleged  ground  that  it  was  unne¬ 
cessary  and  unjust.  They  denounced  its  authors  as  rob¬ 
bers  and  felons,  and  advocated  the  withholding  of  supplies 
from  our  troops.  They  openly  espoused  the  side  of  Mex¬ 
ico  in  the  most  critical  period  of  the  conflict,  declaring 
that  she  was  right  and  we  were  wrong,  and  going  as  far 
as  possible  in  their  hostile  words  and  deeds  without  sub¬ 
jecting  themselves  to  indictments  for  high  treason.  They 
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discouraged  enlistments  into  the  service — stigmatised  our 
gallant  army  as  “  a  horde  of  assassins  and  pirates” — de¬ 
nounced  our  chief  commanders  as  “  head  butchers” — and 
invoked  for  officers  and  men  “  bloody  hands  and  hospita¬ 
ble  graves.” 

And  now,  hoping  that  their  treacherous  and  Anti-Ame¬ 
rican  conduct  has  been  forgotten,  they  are  trying  to  whee¬ 
dle  a  few  votes  into  the  support  of  their  candidate,  by 
shouting  Cerra  Gordo,  Cherubusco,  and  Chepultepec  ! 

In  attempting  thus  to  obtain  votes  for  Scott,  the  impu¬ 
dence  of  the  federal  whigs  is  equalled  only  by  their  hy¬ 
pocrisy  ;  and  their  effrontery  will  be  excelled  only  by  the 
retribution  which  the  democracy,  who  carried  on  the  wars 
of  1812  and  1846,  will  pour  upon  their  shameless  heads  in 
November,  when  their  overthrow  will  be  more  signal  and 
memorable  than  that  of  their  British  and  Mexican  friends 
at  Chippewa  and  Chepultepec. 


AN  OLD  SOLDIEK’S  LETTEKS  TO  GEN.  SCOTT. 

No.  5.^ 

It  is  a  most  unchristian  barbarity,  my  dear  old  comrade, 
and  ought  to  come  under  the  penalties  of  the  laws  against 
cruelty  to  helpless  animals,  to  accuse  you  of  a  quarrelsome 
and  unforgiving  temper.  I  am  about  to  prove  the  uncha¬ 
ritableness  of  this  opinion  in  such  a  clear  and  convincing 
manner  that  he  who  does  not  acknowledge  you  to  be  a 
miracle  of  sweet  forgiveness  and  generous  confidence 
ought  to  die  in  his  unbelief. 

It  was  known  to  every  Virginian  that  N.  P.  Trist  was  an 
avowed  despiser  of  Gen.  Scott ;  that  he  seasoned  his 
madeira  and  olives  with  piquant  dinner  stories  of  what 
Adams  and  Jackson,  Calhoun  and  Clay,  Benton  and  Web¬ 
ster,  Gaines  and  Perry,  thought  of  the  rising  general; 
that,  in  fine,  each  was  the  other’s  pet  target  for  scorning. 
You  were  in  Mexico,  marching  upon  the  capital  with  your 
usual  “  tactics  and  precision,”  when,  upon  sure  knowledge 
that  the  existing  government  were  willir^  to  make  peace, 
Mr.  Trist,  then  chief  clerk  of  the  State  Department,  was 
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despatched  by  the  President  with  the  powers  and  projet 
for  a  full  adjustment  of  all  difiiculties.  Those  who  knew 
you  both,  and  particularly  those  who  fancied  you  were  a 
little  given  to  “  getting  up  a  fuss  when  your  vanity  or 
feathers  are  rumpled,”  anticipated  rare  sport.  In  fact, 
the  moment  the  two  gentlemen  came  near  enough  there 
was  a  rich  interchange  of  sugar-plums.  At  the  very  start 
Mr.  Trist  writes  to  the  State  i)epartment,  that  it  is  abso¬ 
lutely  necessary  to  send  out  an  order  to  Gen.  Scott  to  be¬ 
have  himself,  and  says,  in  effect,  if  one  thing  from  Gen. 
Scott  could  be  more  ridiculous  than  another,  it  is  Scott’s 
letter  of  May  7th,  ’48.  You  did,  indeed,  make  rather  too 
much  fuss  about  the  President  of  the  United  States  pre¬ 
suming  to  send  despatches  to  Mexico  without  entrusting 
it  to  your  agency.  It  was  a  liberty,  to  be  sure,  but  when, 
you  consider  that  probably  the  Executive  did  not  know 
any  better,  you  will  overlook  it  finally ;  though  at  thn 
time  it  was  very  natural  that  you  should  not  approve 
of  lending  to  the  United  States  any  of  your  soldiers  to 
bring  up  its  despatches.  You  felt  it  "when  you  said, 
“  I  see  that  the  Secretary  of  War  proposes  to  degrade 
me,  by  requiring  that  I,  the  commander  of  this  army, 
shall  defer  to  you,  the  chief  clerk  of  the  Department  of 
•  State and  it  was  noble  of  you  even  to  promise  the  en¬ 
voy  of  the  Executive  to  “  lend  an  escort  to  a  flag  of  Luce’^ 
when  you  had  “advanced  near  to  the  capital,”  and 
thought  the  time  favorable  for  gratifying  the  President’s 
wishes.  You  properly  asserted  your  own  dignity  and  re¬ 
buked  the  singular  impertinence  of  Mr.  Polk  and  Mr. 
Buchanan  in  negociating  without  your  permission,  when 
you  tell  their  representative  : — “I  shall  demand,  that  in 
your  negociations,  if  the  enemy  should  entertain  your 
overtures,  you  refer  that  question  to  me,  and  all  the  secu¬ 
rities  belonging  to  it.”  Who  wdll  dare  insinuate  there  is 
any  thing  like  fuss  and  feathers  in  the  compact  rotundity 
of  that  phrase  ? 

Mr.  Trist  replies,  “  I  did  not  come  to  Mexico  to  engage 
in  a  correspondence  with  you,”  but  he  adds,  “  I  will  make 
it  a  special  endeavor  to  bring  down  your  thoughts  from 
the  lofty  regions  into  which  they  have  soared  to  plain  mat¬ 
ters  of  business.”  Trist  even  called  your  long  essay  on  your 
personal  dignity  a  ‘  tirade^  and  says  the  government  of 
the  United  States  does  not  “  fall  into  the  egregious  blun- 
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der  of  making  the  transmission  and  delivery  of  its  com¬ 
munications  dependent  upon  the  amiable  affability  and- 
gracious  condescension  of  General  Winfield  Scott.”  Spicy 
confectionary  all  this,  but  it  grv«>ws  more  high-fiavored  still 
as  the  debate  goes  on  “  whether  the  government  of  the  Uni¬ 
ted  States  is  to  be  permitted  by  General  Winfield  Scott  to 
discharge  its  international  functions  and  duties  in  its  own 
way.”  In  answer  to  Trist’s  long  despatch  of  the  9th  and 
20th  of  May,  you  tell  him,  my  gentle  general,  that  your 
first  impulse  was  to  return  the  farrago  of  insolence,  con¬ 
ceit  and  arrogance  to  the  author,”  and  the  government 
agent  is  warned  that  “  if  you  dare  use  the  style  of  order® 
or  instructions  again,  or  to  indulge  in  a  single  discourteous 
phrase,  I  shall  throw  back  the  communication  with  con¬ 
tempt  and  scorn.” 

And  to  this  Trist  irreverently  said  “  Fudge  and  fuss”” 
twice  over — and  went  on  complaining  tliat  government, 
correspondence  "was  allowed  to  fall  into  Mexican  hands, 
because  you  would  not  allow  any  of  your  force  to  aid  the 
civil  service  of  the  United  States,  and  even  kept  back  in 
some  inexplicable  way  the  Mexican  journals,  which  might 
have  helped  him  to  the  knowledge  he  required  of  the  state 
of  sentiment  in  Mexico. 

All  this  small  shot  was  discharged  between  Jalapa  and 
the  city  of  Mexico  ;  but  when  they  came  together,  and  the 
British  consul  had  poured  a  golden  balsam  on  their  bleed¬ 
ing  self-love,  there  was  a  wondrous  change.  Mr.  Trist  be¬ 
comes  instantly  the  most  honorable  and  honored  of  diplo- 
mats,and  as  suddenly  Gen.  Scott’s  feathers  turned  into  wing^ 
of  cherubim,  and  his  fuss  into  the  quintescence  of  wisdom. 
In  May  and  June  the  delicate  little  compliments  which  we- 
have  recorded  above  were  flying  to  and  fro  as  thick  aa 
plaster  sugar-plums  at  a  carnival,  but  in  August,  under 
the  genial  mediation  of  the  British  agents,  they  are  smo¬ 
thering  each  other  in  roses.  Mr.  Trist  immediately  dis¬ 
covers  your  “  pre-eminent  fitness  ”  for  the  highest  em>er- 
gencies  of  church  and  state.  From  this  time  every  des^ 
patch  teems  with  laudations  of  Gen.  Scott’s  “  vigilance  aiid» 
thoughtfulness,”  and  of  the  “  ready  and  skilful  applica¬ 
tions”  of  your  wonderful  talents  to  any  possible  case.  You 
ran  a  race  in  sacrificing  your  instructions  to  each  other — - 
and  to  the  British  influence.  Yoxi  made  an  armisticcr 
that  cost  the  country  two  millions  of  dollars  and  tliree 
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foui’  thousand  lives,  and  he  struck  out,  with  Tehuantepec, 
the  best  half  of  the  treaty.  But  of  that  another  day.  Now 
I  only  wanted  to  prove,  as  I  surely  have,  that  you  are  a 
perfect  angel  of  forgiveness. 


THE  LIAK  NAILED. 

W.  E.  Robinson,  the  anti-Catholic  and  Catholic-hating 
Irishman,  and  the  general-in-chief  of  dirty  work  for  the 
New-Tork  Tribime,  has  delivered  himself  of  a  speech 
which  occupies  several  columns  of  the  Tribune,  and  is,  we 
are  told,  republished  in  pamphlet  form  for  one  of  the 
“  authentic'''^  whig  campaign  documents,  in  which  is  found 
more  impudent  perversions  of  facts,  more  downright  bra¬ 
zen  lying  than  was  ever  before  squeezed  into  the  same 
number  of  pages.  It  is  the  ne  plus  ultra  of  lying,  it  oiit- 
whigs  whiggery  itself,  and  crowns  W.  E.  Robinson  lie-mas¬ 
ter-general  for  the  devil  and  the  whig  party  for  all  time  to 
come.  All  these  lies  are  fully  and  repeatedly  endorsed  by 
the  New-York  Tribune,  with  the  reiteration  of  Robinson’s 
challenge  to  forfeit  a  hundred  dollars  to  any  one  who  will 
prove  any  of  his  statements  false.  The  Tribune  reports 
the  challenge  in  the  following  language :  “  He  would  de¬ 
posit  in  the  hands  of  Simeon  Draper  one  hundred  dol¬ 
lars,  to  he  forfeited  and  given  up  to  any  one  that  would 
prove  that  in  anyone  of  these  pn'opositions  he  mistated  the 
facts?'^  The  first  proposition  laid  down  after  this  chal¬ 
lenge  is  th-e  following :  “  FranTdin  Pierce  did  not  speak 
at  all  in  favor  of  the  Catholic  emancipation  during  the 
whole  time  the  Catholic  test  was  before  the  Convention?"^ 

We  have  caused  the  official  records  of  the  constitutional 
convention  of  New-Hampshire,  of  1850,  to  be  referred  to, 
and  we  find  there  that  on  the  13th  of  Nov.,  the  Catholic 
question  was  taken  up  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  and 
Gen.  Pierce  then  and  the'r'e  did  make  a  speech  earnestly 
protesting  against  the  Catholic  test  in  the  old  constitution^ 
and  insisting  on  its  rejection  from  the  new.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  an  extract  from  the  official  report  containing  Gen. 
Pierce’s  speech  published  in  the  “  Daily  Patriot,”  Nov. 
14,  1850. 
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‘‘  The  religious  test  in  the  constitution  had  undeniably  been  a  stigma  upon 
the  State,  at  home  and  abroad.  It  had  been  repeatedly  named  to  him,  and 
once  at  least  in  a  foreign  land,  as  unworthy  the  intelligent  and  liberal  spirit  of 
our  countrymen.  Although  he  had  at  times  felt  keenly  the  reproach  he  had 
uniformly  referred,  as  he  had  no  doubt  other  gentlemen  had  done,  to  other 
parts  of  the  censtitution  as  illustrating  the  true  and  ftce  spirit  of  our  fathers, 
and  to  these  as,  at  least  for  many  years,  a  blank.  The  great  que.stiou  of  reli¬ 
gious  toleration  was  practically  settled,  and  settled  in  a  manner  never  to  be 
reversed  while  we  retain  our  present  form  of  government,  more  than  thirty 
3'ears  ago.  The  provisions  now  claiming  the  attention  of  the  committee  could 
hardly  be  said  to  involve  an  open  question.  They  had  been  the  subject  of  dis¬ 
cussion  in  every  lyceum,  every  academy,  debating  club,  every  town,  and 
there  was  perhaps  no  subject  upon  which  public  opinion  and  public  feeling 
was  so  uniform  and  decisive.  The  substance — if  substance  they  ever  had — 
having  long  since  passed  away,  he  rejoiced  that  the  proper  occasion  had  at 
length  arrived  to  dispense  with  the  form.” 

ISTow,  if  the  Tribune’s  agent,  lie-master-general  Robin¬ 
son,  lias  really  deposited  a  hundred  dollars  in  the  hands  of 
Simeon  Draper,  we  request  the  said  Simeon  Draper  to  de¬ 
posit  the  same  in  the  hands  of  Archbishop  Hughes,  to  be 
distributed  among  the  poor  of  his  parish. 

In  case  it  shall  be  contended  by  the  calumniators  of 
Gen.  Pierce  that  the  above  extract  from  the  official  report 
is  not  sufficient  proof,  we  will  go  to  the  expense  of  send¬ 
ing  for  a  deposition  from  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
convention  before  which  the  speech  was  made.  And  when 
the  money  is  given  up  on  this  proposition,  according  to  the 
promise  and  the  words  of  the  challenge,  we  will  proceed  to 
expose  fifteen  other  falsthoods  in  Robinson’s  pamphlet, 
which  will  entitle  us  io  fifteen  Jmndr eel  dollars^  which  Vv^e 
shall  direct  to  be  deposited  with  Archbishop  Hughes  for 
the  benefit  of  the  poor  of  his  parish.  What  do  these  whig 
calumniators  say  to  this  offer.  They  must  face  their  own. 
falsehoods. 

The  Scott  leaders  in  this  city  put  forth  these  lies  in  the 
name  of  W.  E.  Robinson  because  they  supposed  that  the 
democratic  editors  here  would  not  think  it  worth  while  to 
take  notice  of  any  statements  coming  from  him,  and  so 
the  w'hig  party,  in  distant  states,  wmuld  get  the  full  benefit 
of  a  whole  pamphlet  of  micontradicted  falsehoods.  Our 
paper  goes  into  every  county  in  the  United  States,  and  we 
desire  oiir  corresponding  secretaries  in  every  county  to  be 
fully  posted  np  in  relation  to  this  infamous  wliig  fraud. 
The  statements  contained  in  this  whig  document,  that  Gen. 
Pierce’s  father.  Gov.  Benjamin  Pierce,  voted  to  ]Mt  the 
anti- Catholic  test  into  the  constitution^  that  it  loas  in  the 
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constitution  previous  to  1790,  that  the  resolution  to  abolish 
the  test  was  draion  uj>  a7id  brought  forward  by  a  whig^  and 
almost  every  other  statement  in  the  whole  pamphlet  are 
falsehoods^  and  we  will  show  them  so  to  be  whenever  the 
whigs  will  come  forward  with  the  cash  they  have  offered  to 
stake  on  the  truth  of  their  stateinents.  They  have  endea¬ 
vored  to  make  political  capital  by  lying  to  the  American 
Catholics,  and  now  we  hold  it  is  but  fair  that  we  should  take 
them  at  their  offer,  and  earn  seventeen  or  eighteen  hun¬ 
dred  dollars  for  the  benefit  of  those  very  Catholics  whom 
these  whigs  have  thus  insulted.  Whenever,  then,  Mr. 
Simeon  Draper  will  inform  us  that  the  Whigs  have  put 
down  the  cash  according  to  their  own  challenge,  w'e  will 
proceed  to  show  up  their  lies,  and  give  the  money  to  the 
Catholics.  But  no,  they  will  not  and  they  dare  not  toe  the 
mark  they  have  made  themselves.  Their  very  offer  to  bet 
money  on  the  first  assertion  of  their  own  statements  is 
evidence  that  they  knew  them  to  be  frauds^  and  that 
they  would  not  stand  alone,  unless  they  were  propped  up 
by  some  extra  device  to  gull  the  people  for  whom  they 
were  intended.  The  whole  trick  also  shows  the  dignity 
of  the  Scott  party ;  a  dignity  which,  like  a  slime  water- 
weed,  grows  downwards.  It  is  all  “  fuss  and  feathers.” 


A  QUESTION  OF  HONESTY. 

Me.  Webstek  is  compelled  to  retire  from  the  Cabinet 
because  the  Senate  has  fixed  upon  him  the  brand  of  faith¬ 
lessness  in  the  business  of  Tehuantepec ;  of  gross  neglect 
of  duty  ill  the  management  of  the  border  difficulties  ;  of 
inexplicably  putting  the  United  States  in  the  position  to 
pay  millions  to  Mexico  for  claims  for  indemnities  which 
she  had  no  right  to  make  ;  and  he  is  accused  besides  of 
receiving  from  the  Trinity  Land  Company  large  fees  for 
getting  unjust  claims  fastened  upon  the  United  States 
treasury  through  his  influence,  although  his  son,  Fletcher 
Webster,  was  nominally  the  counsel  in  the  case.  None  of 
these  things  can  the  Secretary  of  State  clear  up  to  the  sat¬ 
isfaction^  of  the  President  and  Congress,  and  he  must 
resign  his  office.  To  exemplify  the  perfect  beauty  of  whig 
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economy,  and  to  illustrate  the  soundness  of  whig  morality, 
the  country  is  to  make  him  a  present — no,  Millard  Fill¬ 
more  makes  him  a  present — of  eighteen  thousand  dollars 
out  of  the  public  funds  as  the  modest  reward  of  his  delin¬ 
quency.  What  would  Mr.  Fillmore  say  to  his  own  pri¬ 
vate  agent  if  he  were  to  use  the  money  entrusted  to  his 
care  in  making  large  gifts  to  any  unfaithful  servant  who 
was  found  guilty  of  abuse  of  confidence?  Perhaps  the 
President  thinks  the  people  were  only  made  to  raise  mo¬ 
ney  for  their  rulers — for  such  is  practically  the  upshot  of 
whig  measures — but  will  the  people  think  so  too  ?  We 
commend  the  simple  fact  to  the  thoughtful  verdict  of  our 
readers,  and  ask  them  how  far  they  will  endorse  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  Daniel  Webster  to  represent  us  in  England, 
with  a  salary  and  outfit  amounting  to  eighteen  thousand 
dollars,  hecaxise  his  maladministration  of  the  State  Depart¬ 
ment  is  such  as  to  force  inquiry  and  rebuke  from  the 
Senate.  There  will  be  but  a  few  months  more  to  run  of 
this  Presidential  term,  and  one  of  its  pets,  Mr.  Abbott 
Lawrence,  has  had  his  thirty-six  thousand  dollars  for  do¬ 
ing  nothing  whatever  but  misrepresent  our  republican 
habits  and  sentiments,  and  make  our  name  ridiculous  at 
the  British  court.  To  say  nothing,  therefore,  cf  the  dis¬ 
honesty  of  drawing  another  outfit  and  salary  to  pension 
abroad  the  faults  we  will  no  longer  tolerate  at  home,  what 
decent  excuse  can  be  offered  for  multq)lying  in  this  man¬ 
ner  these  sinecure  appointments  ? 


THE  ABOLITIONISM  OF  GEN.  PHIBCE. 

We  have  before  alluded  to  the  piece  of  Whig  rascality 
of  holding  Gen.  Pierce  up  in  the  Southern  whig  papers  as 
an  “  abolitionist,”  while  in  the  Nortli  the  same  party  de¬ 
nounces  him  as  “  the  most  pro-slavery  man  in  America.” 
The  charge  of  ‘‘  abolition”  is  based  upon  a  forged  speech 
which  it  is  pretended  Gen.  Pierce  made  at  New  Boston, 
The  whole  thing  has  been  repeatedly  shown  to  be  a  forgery, 
and  the  following  letter  from  Gen.  Pierce  settles  the  mat¬ 
ter  forever.  What  will  be  the  next  Whig  falsehood  ? 
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Ify  Bear  Sir — Surrounded  by  prc;seDt  engagements,  I 
seize  the  earliest  opportunity  to  reply  to  your  letter  of  the 
I'Tth  inst.  I  much  regret  that  any  thing  connected  with 
myself  should  have  been  the  cause  of  disagreement  be¬ 
tween  you  and  gentlemen  with  whom  you  have  been  asso¬ 
ciated  in  the  editorial  department  of  the  Southern  Press. 

I  do  not  remember  ever  to  have  seen  what  purports  to  be 
a  report  of  a  speech  delivered  by  me  at  New  Boston,  in 
this  State,  m  January  last,  until  my  attention  was  called 
to  it,  as  republished  in  the  PepuMie.  The  pretended  re¬ 
port  is,  and,  I  presume,  was  intended  to  be,  an  entire  mis¬ 
representation.  It  is  not  merely  untruthful,  but  it  is  so 
grossly  and  absurdly  false,  as  to  render,  in  this  vicinity, 
any  denial  of  its  authenticity  entirely  unnecessary.  The 
two  papers  quoted — the  Independent  Democrat.,  publish¬ 
ed  in  this  place,  and  the  Democfi''at,  published  in  Manches¬ 
ter — are  thoroughly  abolition  journals,  and  have  been,  and 
are, ,  zealously  opposed  to  the  democratic  party.  F or  a 
long  time  prior  to  the  meeting  at  New  Boston,  and  ever 
since,  they  have  been  unsparing  in  their  attacks  upon  me 
personally,  and  in  their  bitter  denunciations  of  what  they 
have  been  pleased  to  term  my  pro-slavery  sentiments.  But ' 
it  would  be  something  new  for  either  of  these  papers  to 
deny  the  consistency  of  my  opinions  upon  the  subject. of' 
the  constitutional  rights  of  the  South  in  relation  to  slavery. 
IVIy  opinions  and  the  avowal  of  them  have  been  every¬ 
where  the  same.  Ever  mindful  of  the  difficulties  and  dan¬ 
gers  which  so  long  brooded  over  the  assemblage  of  wise 
men  and  pure  patriots  to  whose  spirit  of  concession  and 
earnest  effi^rts  we  are  indebted  for  the  constitution  under 
which  we  have  enjoyed  such  signal  prosperity,  advance¬ 
ment,  and  happiness,  I  have  regarded  the  subject  as  too- 
vital  and  delicate  to  be  used  as  an  element  of  sectional 
appeal  in  party  conflicts.  My  action  and  my  language  in 
New-Ilampshire,  touching  this  matter,  have  been  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances  in  entire  accordance- 
with  my  action  and  language  at  Washington.  My  votes 
in  the  Senate  and  House  of  Bepresentatives  were  not  re¬ 
published  in  the  Era  for  the  first  time.  They  have  been, 
again  and  again  paraded  to  arouse  the  passions  and  pre¬ 
judices  of  our  people  against  me  individually,  and  against 
the  party  with  whicli  it  has  been  my  pride  and  pleasure- 
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to  act.  There  has  been  no  attempt  to  evade  the  force  of 
the  record.  It  has  been  at  all  times  freely  admitted  and 
my  position  sustained  upon  grounds  satisfactory  to  i#yown 
mind.  I  am  not  surprised  to  know  that  the  attempt  to 
prove  me  an  abolitionist  provokes  much  merriment  among 
men  of  all  parties  here ;  and  this  weak  and  untruthful 
sketch  of  what  purports  to  be  my  speech,  is  really  too 
ridiculous  to  be  considered  in  any  serious  light. 

I  am  in  the  daily  receipt  of  letters,  propounding  the 
greatest  variety  of  curious  questions  upon  all  conceivable 
subjects.  Letters  of  this  character  cannot  be  answered,  of 
course.  Ho  individual  could  command  either  the  time 
or  strength  the  herculean  task  would  require.  I  may 
add,  that  such  a  correspondence  would  by  no  means  com- 
l^ort  with  my  views  of  duty.  The  democratic  party  sent 
its  delegates  to  Baltimore,  not  alone  to  nominate  candi¬ 
dates,  but  to  re-affirm  principles,  and  to  present  the  lead¬ 
ing  issues  upon  which  the  canvass  should  be  conducted. 

If  I  could  deem  myself  capable  of  improving  the  plat¬ 
form  there  adopted,  it  is  quite  certain  that  I  should  de¬ 
cline,  either  at  the  call  of  individuals  or  associations,  to  in¬ 
cur  the  charge  of  arrogance  to  which  any  attempt  to  alter, 
amend,  or  enlarge  it,  would  inevitably  subject  me. 

Your  letter  is  of  an  entirely  different  character.  It 
seeks  truth  in  relation  to  an  alleged  fact ;  it  speaks  of  his¬ 
tory,  to  which  too  searching  an  appeal  cannot  be  made. 

I  appreciate  the  estimate  you  seem  to  have  of  my  charac¬ 
ter  for  directness  ;  and  beg  you  to  accept  my  thanks  for  » 
your  efforts  to  vindicate  my  claim  to  that  trait,  at  least 
before  the  public. 

I  am,  with  high  esteem, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

FRAHK.  PIERCE. 

Edwin  De  Leon,  Esq., 

Washington,  D.  C. 
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THE  DESIGNS  OF  THE  SCOTT-WHIGS. 

To  a  superficial  observer,  it  would  seem  tliat  the  whigs 
were  trying  to  elect  Scptt  in  order  to  secure  the  adoptiun. 
of  certain  favorite  measures  of  theirs,  such  as  a  high  pro¬ 
tective  tariff,  a  “  fiscal  agent  ”  to  regulate  the  currency,  a 
distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  land  sales  among  the  States, 
a  lavish  scheme  of  internal  improveraeKts,  &c.  But,  the 
knowing-ones  of  the  party  are  aware  that  these  exploded 
projects  cannot  be  secured,  even  if  Scott  is  elected.  The 
majority  of  the  Senate  is  now,  and  will  be  through  the 
next,  four  years,  largely  democratic.  Judging  from  the 
past,  and  from  the  few  elections  that  have  transpired  this 
summer,  the  next  house  will  be,  as  each  House  has  been 
for  the  last  ten  years,  decidedly  democratic.  What,  then, 
do  the  whigs  hope  to  secure  by  the  election  of  Scott  ?  We 
answer — the  present  possession  of  the  spoils^  and  the  rever¬ 
sion  of  the  presidential  chair  to  Williarn  H.  Seward  in 
the  future. 

More  than  twenty  thousand  offices,  and  upwards  of  two 
hundred  millions  of  revenues,  are  to  be  distributed  and 
disbursed  by  the  next  administration.  To  clutch  the  emol¬ 
uments  of  these  offices,  and  have  the  handling  of  this  mo¬ 
no}^,  is  what  the  original  Scott  men  are  after.  They  know 
that  his  election  will  not  secure  the  adoption  of  a  single 
one  of  those  schemes  which  th^  facetiously  call  “  whig 
principles  — but,  it  will  obtain  for  them  what  they  covet 
far  more — a  host  of  lucrative  places,  a  multitude  of  fat 
jobs,  and  the  disbursement  of  a  mint  of  money.  And 
these  are  to  be  so  distributed  as  to  procure  the  nomination 
of  Seward  to  the  presidency,  in  1856.  That  is  the  ulti¬ 
mate  end  aimed  at  by  those  who  forced  Scott  through  the 
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Baltimore  Convention.  Every  recipient  of  an  office  is 
to  be  a  retainer  of  Seward.  The  jobs  are  to  be  parcelled 
out  among  those  who  will  work  for  the  advancement  of 
Seward.  The  revenue  is  to  be  disbursed  so  as  to  inure  to 
the  elevation  of  Seward.  These  are  the  conditions  on 
which  places,  contracts,  claims,  and  spoils  of  all  sorts,  are 
to  be  obtained  under  the  administration  of  Scott.  The 
j)retensions  of  all  whigs,  who  will  not  submit  to  these  con¬ 
ditions,  will  be  ignored  ;  and  if  they  happen  to  hold  office 
under  Fillmore,  their  heads  will  be  brought  to  the  block. 

To  secure  this  innme  object,  the  followers  of  Seward 
have  selected  the  very  man.  Seward  owns  Scott,  and 
Scott’s  financial  notions  are  of  the  most  pliant  kind.  He 
was  once  tried  by  a  court-martial,  on  a  charge  of  “  with¬ 
holding  at  sundry  times  men’s  money,  placed  in  his  pos¬ 
session  for  their  payment,”  was  found  guilty,  and  senten¬ 
ced  “  to  be  suspended  from  all  rank,  pay  and  emoluments, 
for  the  space  of  twelve  months.”  This  is  not  the  only  in¬ 
stance  of  his  looseness  in  money  matters.  An  excuse  for 
this  is  found  in  the  nature  of  his  profession.  The  head  of 
the  army  is  the  last  place  to  acqtiire  habits  of  economy 
in  the  disbursement  of  public  funds.  The  coercive  methods 
necessarily  adopted  in  time  of  war  for  obtaining  supplies, 
and  the  frequent  demand  for  sudden  and  lavish  outlays, 
beget  and  foster  in  the  commander  of  an  army,  very  care¬ 
less  habits  in  the  expenditure  of  money.  In  this  school  of 
finance  Scott  has  passed  his  life.  Place  him  at  the  head 
of  the  administration,  with  more  than  fifty  millions  at  his 
disposal  annualljq  and  surround  him  by  a  horde  of  spoils¬ 
men  and  adventurers  of  the  Galphin  and  Seward  stripe, 
and  the  departments  at  Washington  would  become  mere 
exchange  offices  for  the  distribution  of  places  as  rewards 
for  past  and  prospective  services,  for  the  sale  of  fat  con¬ 
tracts  to  greedy  partisans,  and  for  the  payment  of  fancy 
claims  to  bold  speculators  in  return  for  pledges  of  fidelity 
to  the  heir-apparent  of  the  administration. 

Though  the  present  administration  has  far  exceeded  all 
that  have  gone  before  it,  for  lavish  expenditures  in  time 
of  pence,  yet,  it  will  be  “as  the  little  finger  to  the  loins” 
compared  with  what  is  to  follow  if  Scott  is  elected.  Then, 
instead  of  extravagance  and  speculation  being  an  occa¬ 
sional  pastime,  they  will  become  the  standing  order  of  the 
day.  It  is  idle  to  say  that  a  democratic  Cuiigress  would 
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prevent  these  abuses.  They  pertain  to  the  executive  de¬ 
partments,  and  lie  out  of  sight  of  the  legislative  eye  or 
beyond  the  reach  of  its  arm.  Let  the  pending  contest  ter¬ 
minate  in  the  success  of  the  whigs,  and  it  will  be  a  popu¬ 
lar  verdict  in  favor  of  Galphinism,  with  leave  to  enter  up 
judgment  in  favor  of  Gardnerism  and  take  out  execution 
in  favor  of  Sewardism. 

Against  this  system  of  public  plunder,  the  democracy 
sternly  sets  its  face.  It  would  lain  restore  the  government 
to  that  policy  of  wise  economy  in  the  expenditure  of  pub¬ 
lic  monies,  and  rigid  accountability  of  the  disbursing 
agents,  which  constituted  the  glory  of  Jackson’s  adminis¬ 
tration.  The  objections  urged  to  Franklin  Pierce  by  the 
whigs,  because  of  his  “  niggardly  votes  ”  (as  they  call 
them)  against  injudicious  appropriations,  prove  that  the 
treasury  will  be  safe  under  his  guardianship.  Think  3mu, 
that  like  Taylor,  would  have  for  his  Secretary  of  War 
a  man  who  owned  one  half  of  a  trumpery  claim  for  $44,000 
principal,  and  $192,000  interest,  and  used  his  official  po¬ 
sition  to  get  the  latter  item  allowed  by  the  disbursing 
agents — or,  an  Attorne}’^  General  who  would  certify  to  the 
justness  and  legality  of  this  outrageous  demand  for  interest 
— or,  a  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  who  would  order  it  to 
be  paid  ?  Or,  like  Fillmore,  w^ould  have  for  his  Secreta¬ 
ries  of  State  and  of  the  Treasury  men  who  were  interested 
in  large  foreign  claims  against  the  government,  of  a  sus¬ 
picious  character,  and  which  were  to  be  passed  upon  and 
paid  by  the  departmei\,ts  over  which  they  presided  ?  No  ! 
never  !  Gen.  Pierce  is  the  very  man  to  arrest  these  ne¬ 
farious  schemes.  The  stern  and  honest  advocate  of  re¬ 
trenchment  and  reform,  his  election  would  drive  from  the 
capitol  the  present  plunderers  of  the  treasury,  and  keep  off 
the  more  greedy  swarm  of  peculators,  who  w’ould  prosti¬ 
tute  it  to  the  ambitious  designs  of  Seward. 
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The  conduct  of  the  whigs  in  regard  to  the  intolerant 
Native  American  heresies  of  their  presidential  candidate, 
lesembles  that  of  the  rogue  who  stole  a  purse  in  the  street, 
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and  on  being  charged  with  the  crime  protested  his  inno¬ 
cence,  pointed  to  a  man  in  the  distance  as  the  real  villain, 
raised  a  vociferous  crj  of  “  Stop  thief!  ”  and  led  on  a  shout¬ 
ing  mob  in  pursuit  of  the  supposed  culprit. 

The  hatred  of  the  whigs  towards  our  foreign-born  popu¬ 
lation,  comes  bj  natural  generation.  They  are  the  legiti¬ 
mate  offspring  of  the  party  that  enacted  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws.  During  the  last  ten  years  they  have  occa¬ 
sionally  dabbled  in  the  dirty  waters  of  Nativism,  and  sup¬ 
ported  tickets  nominated  by  that  church-burning  faction. 
They  have  now  brought  forward  a  presidential  candidate 
who  is  spotted  all  over  with  this  leprosy — whose  name 
floated  at  the  head  of  the  IS^ativist  papers,  in  1811,  as  their 
nominee  for  the  presidency — who,  though  he  hesitates  be¬ 
tween  a  total  repeal  of  the  naturalisation  laws,  and  a  pro¬ 
bation  of  twenty  years  before  admitting  adopted  citi¬ 
zens  to  the  right  of  suffrage,  nevertheless  prefers  the  for¬ 
mer — and  who,  “  fired  with  indignation,”  sat  down  in  his 
parlor  in  the  Astor  House  to  draw  up  an  address  to  rally 
a  party  to  drive  them  from  the  polls. 

These  well  known  phases  in  the  history  of  whiggery  and 
its  candidate,  threaten  to  array  against  him  nearly  the  en¬ 
tire  adopted  vote  of  the  country.  What  course  do  his 
partisans  pursue  to  avert  the  doom  which  awaits  him  ? 
At  first  some  of  the  more  reckless  among  them  plumply 
denied  that  Gen.  Scott  had  written  the  letters  which  fur¬ 
nish  the  evidence  of  his  complicity  with  the  party  which 
shot  down  the  Catholics  and  fired  their  churches,  in  Phil¬ 
adelphia,  and  endeavored  to  array  against  that  sect  all  the 
religious  bigotry  and  political  intolerance  of  the  country. 
But,  the  charge  of  forgery  was  frowned  down  by  the  more 
discreet  members  of  the  party.  Then,  a  feeble  attempt 
was  made  to  show  that  Gen.  Scott  had  changed  his  opin¬ 
ions  on  the  qtiestion, — and  even  the  old  hero  himself  tried 
to  break  the  force  of  the  blows  which  were  falling  upon 
him,  by  inserting  in  his  letter  accepting  the  whig  nomi¬ 
nation,  an  obscure  paragraph  (written  in  “haste,”  no 
doubt,)  about  an  amendment  of  the  naturalization  laws 
which  he  would  propose,  if  elected.  But  these  efforts  to 
escape  from  the  stigma  of  Hativism,  by  pleading  “  not 
guilty”  in  one  breath,  and  in  the  next  “  confessing  and 
avoiding”  the  charge  by  pleading  repentance  and  conver- 
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sion,  only  tended,  like  the  contradictory  stories  of  a  slmf- 
fling  witness,  to  plunge  him  still  deeper  in  the  mire. 

^  In  this  dilemma,  and  while  at  their  wits’  ends  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  way  of  escape  for  their  self-convicted  candidate,  the 
whigs  suddenly  made  a  discovery.  They  pointed  to  a 
onan  in  the  distance^  and  shouted  stop  thief  They 
found  in  the  constitution  of  iSrew-riampshire,  adopted  sixty 
years  ago,  a  clause  excluding  Catholics  from  certain  offices. 
Franklin  Pierce  happened  to  have  been  born  in  that  State. 
True,  he  had  as  much  to  do  with  framing  this  instrument 
as  the  man  in  the  moon,  he  not  having  been  born  till  thir¬ 
teen  years  afterwards.  True,  after  he  was  old  enough  to 
form  ai>y  opinion  on  public  questions,  he  always  opposed 
this  test,  and  did  what  he  could  to  blot  it  from  the  consti¬ 
tution.  True,  he  was  influential  in  calling  a  Convention 
(which  sat  in  1850  and  ’51)  to  revise  the  constitution,  so 
that  tliis  and  other  obnoxious  clauses  might  be  expunged 
from  it,  was  a  member  of  this  convention,  presided  over 
its  deliberations,  spoke  earnestly  and  eloquently  against 
this  test,  aided  in  carrying  an  amendment  to  strike  it  out 
of  the  constitution,  and  in  popular  addresses  urged  its 
adoption  by  the  people ;  but  a  vote  of  two-thirds  being 
necessary  to  success,  it  failed  mainly  through  the  hostility 
of  the  whig  party,  whose  leaders,  inheriting  the  prejudices 
of  their  alien  and  sedition  ancestors,  favmred  the  retaining 
of  this  anti-democratic  test.  True,  notwithstanding  this 
failure,  he  aided  in  procuring  this  amendment  to  be  again 
submitted  to  the  people,  when  it  again  failed,  chiefly 
through  the  hostility  of  the  whigs.  But,  though  the  whigs 
know  all  these  facts,  they  hope  to  blind  the  eyes  of  our 
adopted  fellow-citizens,  and  divert  their  attention  from  the 
intolerant  opinions  of  Gen.  Scott,  by  attempting  to  throw 
odium  upon  Gen.  Pierce  because  he  happens  to  live  in  a 
State  where  the  whigs  (for  it  amounjts  simply  to  this)  have 
twice  succeeded  in  defeating  his  efforts  to  expunge  from 
its  constitution  a  pi'oseviptive  religious  test!  Though 
these  test-retaining  politicians  may  bawl  ^(stop  thief”  very 
lustily  now,  we  have  no  fears  that  our  adopted  citizens 
will  fail  to  place  their  hands  upon  the  shoulders  of  the 
right  man  in  !November. 
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AK  OLD  SOLDIEE’S  LETTEES  TO  GEN.  SCOTT. 
No.  6. 

THE  MYSTEEIES  OF  DISINTEKESTED  FRIENDSHIP. 

I  THINK  I  have  proved  there  were  many  reasons  why 
you  quarrelled,  one  after  the  other,  with  all  the  great  men 
of  your  time  whom  you  came  in  contact  with ;  and  par¬ 
ticularly  that  you  were  a  miracle  of  forgiving  sweetness^ 
in  so  instantly  opening  your  heart  and  taking  to  your  soul 
your  bitter  old  enemy,  Trist.  It  is  one  of  the  miracles  of 
these  latter  days,  and  Gen.  Worth  may  have  been  pro¬ 
phetic  when  he  said,  “  the  millenium  must  be  near  if  that 
cat  and  dog  love  lasts.” 

Gen.  Santa  Anna  had  been  returned  to  Mexico  for  two 
reasons,  but  the  main  one  was  the  probability  that  he  could 
and  would  make  peace  more  promptly,  and  keep  it  better, 
than  any  of  the  turbulent,  short-lived  factions  that  were 
chasing  each  other  on  and  off  the  stage  of  Mexican  poli¬ 
tics.  That  object  you  managed  to  spoil  effectually,  my 
dear  general,  and  if  no  other  record  existed  of  your  won¬ 
derful  genius  for  getting  yourself  and  country  into  a  muss,, 
and  making  a  stupendous  fuss  to  no  end  or  purpose,  we 
have  it  here  in  full. 

The  second  object  of  Santa  Anna’s  return,  was  to  over¬ 
set  the  conspiracy  for  converting  Mexico  into  a  monarchy 
and  placing  the  Duke  of  Montpensier  and  his  Spanish 
bride  on  the  throne,  and  call  in  the  powers  of  Europe  to 
take  a  hand  in  the  Mexican  war.  This  being  managed 
from  Washington,  and  put  altogether  beyond  your  hand¬ 
ling,  it  was  carried  through  to  perfection,  and  we  need 
say  no  more  about  it  at  present.  The  only  thing  you  were 
at  all  trusted  with  in  the  civic  line,  you  made  such  de¬ 
struction  of,  that  to  this  day  the  Mexicans  think  you  were 
bribed  by  the  British  consul  to  betray  the  interests  of  your 
country ;  but  this  charge  I  calmly  and  seriously  deny. 
You  were  flattered,  fUed^  and  deluded  into  lending  your¬ 
self  to  the  infliction  of  a  great  injury  to  the  country,  but 
it  was  only  your  inexperience  in  that  class  of  duties,  and 
the  impossibility  which  belongs  to  your  nature  of  grasping 
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any  hi^i  question  of  statesmanship  that  made  you  the 
tool  of  Trist  and  Mackintosh. 

The  British  agents  had  declared  openly,  and  for  months, 
that  we  should  never  have  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec — 
and  through  it  an  independent  highway  from  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  to  the  Pacific.  The  Cabinet  at  Washington  heard 
of  this  with  uneasiness,  and  sent  Mr.  Trist  to  watch  and 
counteract  this  infiuence  ;  and.  General  Scott,  you  know 
that  the  President  had  a  semi-official  conversation  with 
you  on  the  evening  before  your  departure  for  Mexico^  in 
which  he  commended  this  great  interest  to  your  “  vigilant 
observation^'’  It  was  a  petty  and  ungenerous  revenge  in 
you  to  sacrifice  the  country,  as  you  did  in  this  matter,  to 
spite  Mr.  Polk.  Whether  from  spite  or  not,  you  took  care 
not  to  protect  it.  You  avoided  sending  information  that 
was  pressed  upon  you,  and  when  some  persons  well  in¬ 
structed  in  its  situation,  named  the  subject  to  you  at  Ja- 
lapa,  and  referred  you  to  important  and  authentic  sources 
of  information,  you  affected  to  treat  the  whole  matter  as 
of  no  consequence  and  out  of  your  line.  No  wonder  the 
American  Cabinet  lost  all  faith  in  a  man  so  little  compe¬ 
tent  to  appreciate  and  protect  a  great  American  interest. 

The  British  consul  came  to  see  you  first  at  Cuapa,  if  I 
remember  aright,  at  that  rich  old  hacienda  whose  inmates 
will  never  forget  us,  I  think,  but  the  long  confidential 
talks  were  had  at  Taculaya,  in  that  curious  suite  of  octa¬ 
gon  rooms  which  witnessed  almost  simultaneously  your 
sudden  peace  with  your  old  enemy,  Trist.  No  wonder 
the  Mexicans  smiled,  the  Americans  wondered,  and  the 
foreigners  in  Mexico  predicted  “  no  Pacific  highway  of 
their  own  for  the  Yankees,”  over  this  new-born  affection. 

Of  course,  I  do  not  doubt  your  honesty.  General,  but 
the  Mexicans  did,  and  they  had  grounds  for  claiming  you 
as  their  friend.  Certainly  the  event  bore  them  out  in  say¬ 
ing  the  British  consul  would  wind  you  around  his  finger, 
for  it  proved  to  be  the  precise  fact.  Mr.  Trist  was  charged 
to  secure  the  pass  way  of  Tehuantepec,  and  you  had  pri¬ 
vate  orders  to  keep  this  in  view  and  aid  in  its  success. 
Tlie  British  consul  said  we  should  have  no  such  thing,  and 
he  had  his  way. 

You  and  Mr.  Trist  had  always  loaded  each  other  with 
every  form  of  insult  and  annoyance,  and  from  the  moment 
he  set  his  foot  in  Mexico  both  of  you  were  more  noisy  and 
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hostile  than  ever.  It  was  the  interest  of  Mackintosh  to  get 
your  joint  consent  to  the  despoilment  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  secure  this  joint  connivance  it  was  essential  to  stop 
your  quarrels  and  make  you  agree  in  one  story — though 
it  would  be  for  the  first  time — to  the  Cabinet  at  home. 
He  meets  you  both  at  the  gates  of  Mexico,  and  ap¬ 
plies  some  miraculous  balsam  to  your  wounded  spirits, 
tinder  its  golden  influence  you  burst  forth  in  laudations 
of  each  other  to  our  government,  and  when  the  govern¬ 
ment,  astonished  at  this  inconsistency,  recals  Trist,^  you 
indirectly  but  efficiently  support  him  in  his  disobedience 
of  the  orders  of  recal,  until  the  sacrifice  of  Tehuantepec 
to  the  interests  of  Mackintosh  and  England  is  consum¬ 
mated. 

In  the  name  of  a  plundered  and  insulted  country  I  ask 
of  you.  General  Scott,  to  explain  your  part  in  this  infa¬ 
mous  and  treasonable  sacrifice  of  an  immense  national  in¬ 
terest. 

Perhaps  in  explaining  this,  you  may  also  be  able  to  ex¬ 
plain  why  you  entered  into  the  strangely  foolish  armistice, 
that  doubled  on  us  the  cost  and  delay  of  taking  the  city 
of  Mexico. 


MILLAED  FILLMOEE’S  COUEAGE. 

Millaed  Eillmoke  is  on  trial  before  the  country.  A 
crisis — a  disgraceful  crisis — in  our  foreign  relations  is  upon 
us,  and  we  shall  soon  learn  whether  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  has  the  wisdom  to  grasp  the  whole  difficulty 
and  the  courage  to  do  its  whole  duty.  The  fishery  ques¬ 
tion  on  our  north-eastern  boundary  is  the  least  important, 
because  it  is  the  least  difficult  of  settlement,  of  our  com¬ 
plicated  border  difficulties.  Great  Britain  has  two  mil¬ 
lions  of  inhabitants  who  in  one  form  or  the  other  depend 
on  our  cotton  for  bread,  and  if  she  expects  an  unbroken 
supply  of  our  southern  staple  she  must  not  be  too  strenu¬ 
ous  about  her  fish.  That  sentence  comprises  all  that  can 
be  made  out  of  any  overt  act  of  ill-temper  towards  the 
United  States,  but  it  by  no  means  follows  that  she  may  not 
diplomatise  us  out  of  even  more  valuable  sources  of  na¬ 
tional  wealth  and  greatness. 
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On  the  Rio  Bravo  frontier,  where  there  is  no  European 
interference  whatever,  the  greatest  injuries  have  been  offer¬ 
ed  to  our  citizens,  our  soil,  and  our  flag,  even  to  the  habit¬ 
ual  invasion  of  our  settlemehts  hj  Mexican  creditors  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  oft’  free-born  citizens  from  our  soil 
and  eiislamng  them  for  debt  in  Mexico.  Our  citizens 
have  been  slaughtered  and  plundered  as  they  slept  by 
their  own  firesides,  and  our  steamers  have  been  annoyed 
and  fired  into  as  they  were  peacefully  bent  on  their  law¬ 
ful  traffic  on  the  waters  of  this  neutral  and  common  river. 
Mr.  Webster  decidedly  refused,  as  we  know,  in  his  official 
note  of  Dec.  17th,  1850,  to  interfere  with  the  abduction 
and  enslavement  of  American  citizens  for  debt  in  Mexico, 
but  we  also  know  that  when  it  was  brought  to  the  personal 
attention  of  the  President  he  expressed  a  firm  resolve  to 

protect  the  honor  of  our  flag  and  the  rights  of  our  citi¬ 
zens  from  the  aggressions  of  Mexico.”  Whether  Mr.  Fill¬ 
more  will  have  the  nerve  to  defend  promptly  and  man¬ 
fully  the  outraged  interests  of  his  country  ;  whether  his 
Cabinet  will  have  the  manliness,  or  Congress  the  patriot¬ 
ism  to  sustain  him,  remains  in  abeyance.  So  far  there  is 
nothing  done. 

In  even  step  with  the  manifold  insults  and  irjuries 
heaped  upon  the  inhabitants  of  the  Bravo  frontier,  there 
is  an  interminable  list  of  ill-treatment  and  exactions  on 
our  citizens  and  consuls  by  the  Mexican  officials  in  the  Pa¬ 
cific  sea-ports.  This  is  not  the  work  or  the  will  of  the 
Mexican  people — they  are  themselves  oppressed  by  the 
atrocious  tyrannies  of  the  demagogues  who,  having  no¬ 
thing  to  lose  themselves,  either  in  fortune  or  character, 
are  always  ready  to  provoke  us  to  war,  in  which  they  may 
hope  to  snatch  some  gain  out  of  the  general  confusion. 
After  both  these  causes  for  decided  reclamations  by  our 
government,  there  still  comes  a  third,  which  calls  even 
more  impetuously  for  action — honorable,  energetic,  and 
above  all,  immediate  action. 

The  Union  has  been  robbed  of  an  independent  and  ne¬ 
cessary  route  of  intercommunication  between  the  Pacific 
and  Atlantic  States  in  the  unjust,  arbitrary,-  and  insulting 
plunder  and  sufibcation  by  Mexico  of  the  American  com¬ 
pany  for  the  opening  of  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec.  For 
these  three  wrongs  to  our  people  we  now  place  the  Whig 
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administration  at  the  bar  of  judgment  to  receive  the  ver¬ 
dict  of  the  country  for  these  manifold  defaults  of  duty. 

1.  Our  consuls  have  been  imprisoned  and  our  soil  in¬ 
vaded  by  Mexico,  and  no  measures  of  real  inquiry  or  re¬ 
dress  were  taken. 

2.  Free-born  whites  have  been  taken  from  our  territory 
and  enslaved  for  debt  in  Mexico,  and  our  Secretary  of 
State  has  refused  protection  or  interference. 

3.  We  have  sacrificed  to  English  diplomacy  in  the 
treaty  of  April,  1850,  all  our  national  right  of  acquisition 
on  “  the  entire  Isthmus  connecting  North  and  South  Ame¬ 
rica,”  and  we  have  been  entangled  into  the  service  of  a 
foreign  power  without  demanding  therefor  the  promised 
equivalent — the  guarantee  of  American  rights. 

4.  We  have  no  security  that  the  administration  is  not  at 
this  moment  sacrificing  the  only  Isthmus  route  truly  under 
our  control,  in  a  secret  treaty  with  Mexico,  and  we  knov) 
it  has  for  two  years  suffered  our  citizens  to  be  driven  from 
their  property  there  contrary  to  right,  honor,  and  treaty 
guarantees.  On  these  plain,  notorious  acts  of  delinquency, 
we  desire  to  make  issue  and  compel  the  whigs  to  give  a 
plain  answer  to  their  deceived  and  plundered  countrymen. 


EIYEK  AND  IIAEBOK  IMPEOYEMENTS. 

No  policy  of  the  government  of  the  United  States  is 
better  settled  as  a  sound  democratic  doctrine  than  that 
which  relates  to  Eiverand  Harbor  improvements.  While 
the  whigs,  ever  ready  for  public  plunder,  have  advocated 
a  system  of  measures  which  alone  looked  to  the  dividing 
out  of  the  public  funds,  the  democrats  have  at  all  times 
favored  the  national  policy  of  fostering  the  varied  interests 
of  commerce  and  the  true  development  of  its  resources. 
All  internal  improvements,  whether  on  rivers,  by  way  of 
clearing  them  of  obstructions,  preparing  their  outlets  and 
inlets  with  proper  guards,  or  on  harbors  to  secure  the 
safety  of  navigation,  either  upon  the  ocean  or  the  great  in¬ 
land  lakes,  have  at  all  times  had  the  advocacy,  support  and 
sanction  of  the  democratic  party.  Every  internal  improve¬ 
ment  which  was  distinctly  national  in  its  character  and 
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designed  to  advance  the  prosperity  of  commerce,  has  been 
advocated  and  supported  by  democratic  administrations. 
On  the  otlier  hand,  it  has  as  uniformly  opposed  all  such 
works  as  were  merely  local  in  their  benefits,  limited  in 
their  effects,  and  speculative  in  their  origin.  Whenever 
stock-jobbing  Galphinism  was  the  ruling  motive  to  urge 
legislative  action,  democrats  have  manfully  opposed  the 
cupidity  of  such  speculating  frauds  upon  the  treasury,  and 
driven  the  greedy  leeches  from  the  public  purse  who  de¬ 
manded  the  outlay.  It  was  under  the  administrations  of 
Jefferson,  Madison,  and  Monroe,  each  democrats,  that  the 
system  of  River  and  Harbor  improvements  was  commen¬ 
ced  ;  while  General  Jackson,  during  the  eight  years  of  his 
administration,  expended  near  eleven  millions  in  new  im¬ 
portant  national  works,  all  tending  to  the  increase  and 
protection  of  commerce.  In  point  of  fact,  more  than  seven- 
eights  of  all  the  internal  improvements  on  the  rivers,  har¬ 
bors,  light-houses,  beacons,  buoys,  public  piers,  &c.,  have 
been  originated  and  completed  by  democrats.  Wherever 
enterprise  and  constitutional  power  could  or  can  harmo¬ 
nise,  there  the  democracy  have  worked  and  will  work  for 
such  improvements  as  the  interest  of  the  people  may  de¬ 
mand.  Jefferson  and  Jackson,  Calhoun  and  Wright,  Yan 
Buren  and  Cass,  have  each  maintained  the  constitutional 
power  of  the  government  and  favored,  to  the  full  extent 
of  the  resources  of  the  treasury,  every  improvement  which 
added  security  to  the  commerce  of  the  country  on  the 
great  highways  of  its  national  waters,  or  which  extended 
to  it  that  protection  from  the  perils  of  navigation  which  in 
peace  would  give  safety  to  her  merchantmen,  or  in  war 
security  to  her  military  and  naval  powers. 

Such  has  been  the  policy  of  the  democratic  party,  and 
now  we  see  that  a  democratic  committee  have  introduced, 
and  a  democratic  congress  has  framed,  the  present  river 
and  harbor  appropriation  bill,  thus  proving  anew  to  the 
country  that  in  all  that  constitutes  constitutional  action  the 
democratic  party,  and  all  its  great  men,  have  favored  such 
improvements  and  carried  them  on,  while  the  whig  party, 
noisy  in  its  fulsome  declarations,  have  never  either  been 
identified  with  or  originated  the  great  works  which  con¬ 
stitute  our  commercial  and  naval  shield  of  protection. — 
General  Jackson  during  his  adm.kiistration  expended  more 
than  double  the  money  on  river  and  harbor  improvements 
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tlian  any  and  all  the  whig  administrations  and  whig  con- 
gresses  since  the  formation  of  the  government.  It  would 
he  idle,  then,  to  say  that  the  democratic  party  have  origi¬ 
nated  and  carried  out  all  the  great  works  on  our  coast, 
along  our  rivers,  and  through  the  whole  chain  of  lakes — 
for  it  is  a  notorious  truth.  To  that  party  the  country  al¬ 
ways  has  and  will  always  have  to  look  for  any  advance  or 
progress  in  great  national  works.  But  it  is  said  by  the 
whigs  that  General  Pierce  is  opposed  to  such  internal  im¬ 
provements.  So  too  for  all  time  the  whigs  have  said  the 
democratic  party  was  opposed  to  river  and  harbor  im¬ 
provements  ;  and  yet,  strange  as  it  may  appear  for  wdiig 
veracity,  the  democratic  party  has  passed  nearly  every 
bill  ever  enacted  into  a  law  in  this  government  directing 
such  improvements.  As  for  General  Pierce,  his  position 
is  the  position  of  General  Jackson,  Silas  Wright,  John  C. 
Calhoun,  and  the  other  great  worthies  of  the  democratic 
party.  No  man  has  a  higher  love  of  coimtry  to  stimulate 
him,  a  deeper  devotion  to  the  common  prosperity  of 
all  sections  to  urge  him,  or  a  nobler  devotion  to  duty  to 
inspire  him  to  action  in  every  enterprise  which  the  consti¬ 
tution  sanctions  and  the  well-being  of  the  people  demands, 
than  General  Pierce.  Under  his  guidance,  the  country 
will  go  on  in  its  prosperity — in  its  improvements — and,, 
uniting  man  in  harmonious  brotherhood,  will  in  reality  be 
the  Government  of  the  People. 


KECENT  ELECTIONS. 

The  month  of  August  has  thus  far  been  a  trying  season 
for  whiggery.  It  was  agreed  by  the  public  journals  of 
both  parties  that  the  August  elections  w’ould  be  a  fair  indi¬ 
cation  of  the  result  in  November.  To  this  opinion  w^e 
have  yielded  our  assent  from  the  first.  The  result  shows 
that  the  principles  of  democracy  are,  and  are  to  be,  tri¬ 
umphant.  Iowa,  Missouri,  North  Carolina,  and  Arkansas 
have  held  their  elections.  The  flag  of  democracy  waves 
gloriously  over  these  States.  Every  election  in  1852  has 
gone  in  favor  of  the  democratic  party.  North  Carolina, 
even  that  old  fortress  of  whiggery,  has  shaken  ofi;  FederaU 
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ism  and  arrayed  herself  in  the  bridal  robes  of  her  new 
love.  The  People  will  be  triumphant.  Galphinism,  Gard- 
nerism,  Crawfordism,  Sewardism,  and  the  manifold  frauds 
and  isms  of  whiggery  are  to  be  buried  beneath  a  majority 
in  the  November  elections,  such  as  no  party  or  candidates 
ever  suffered. 

The  incapacity  of  whiggery  to  administer  the  govern¬ 
ment  is  clearly  indicated  by  its  follies,  its  frauds,  its  cheats 
and  its  tricks — and  the  people,  whenever  they  have  been 
called  upon  to  speak,  have  pronounced  its  imbecility,  and 
given  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  its  practices  and  its 
opinions. 

Not  one  voice  has  thus  far  been  heard  to  encourage  the 
whigs  in  the  spasmodic  symptoms  of  its  dying  hours. 
Greeley,  it  is  true,  carries  the  light  which  leads  it  to  the 
grave  with  the  gusto  of  a  bravado,  and  now  and  then 
swinging  it  round  his  head,  points  to  the  future  with  all 
the  philosophical  assurance  of  his  slip-shod  philanthropy. 
But  Greeley  has  said  that  the  August  elections  would  in¬ 
dicate  the  result — (and  for  once,  be  it  said  with  all  praise, 
Gueeley  is  right) — not  a  State  has  whiggery  to  boast  over. 
Its  demise  is  beyond  all  doubt — its  obsequies  may  perhaps 
be  followed  by  Vermont  in  black,  but  all  of  its  other  and 
dearest  relations  will  forswear  its  memory  and  leave  its 
funeral  train. 


“THE  KECKHIT,” 

A  democratic  campaign  paper,  just  started  in  this  city, 
under  the  editorial  management  of  George  J.  Gallagher, 
Esq.,  has  been  laid  on  our  table.  Its  articles  show  great 
tact,  skill  and  ability.  The  first  number  is  enriched  by 
likenesses  of  Pierce  and  King,  with  short  and  truthful 
biographies  and  a  great  variety  of  entertaining  and  spicy 
matter. 

We  believe  Mr.  Gallagher  published  a  campaign  paper 
in  1848,  under  the  same  title,  which  reached  a  very  large 
circulation  and  won  universal  favor.  His  address  is  80 
Broadway. 
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TO  OUR  CORRESPOUDIUG  SECRETARIES. 

The  Jefferson  Union  sends  the  “  Papers  for  the  People” 
to  over  two  thousand  Secretaries,  and  it  is  suggested  that 
each  of  these  Secretaries  can  easily  procure  subscribers 
enough  to  make  him  permanently  a  Member  of  the  Union. 
By  remitting  $10  he  becomes  a  member,  and  is  entitled 
to  25  copies  of  the  Papers  during  the  campaign.  A  large 
number  of  those  who  have  been  elected  Secretaries  have 
already  done  this,  and  it  is  believed  that  much  good  work 
will  be  accomplished  throughout  the  United  States. 


THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 

The  Jefferson  Union  is  now  thorouglJy  organised,  with  a  Corresponding 
Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  stale  of  the  Union.  The  Secreta¬ 
ries  have  been  elected  with  reference  not  only  to  their  ability  but  their  character 
as  faithful  and  incorruptible  Democrats.  The  “  Papers  for  the  People”  are  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  price  which  is  but  a  fraction  above  the 
actual  cost  of  publication.  Men  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 

TERMS  TO  SINGLE  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CLUBS  : 

1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . 50  cents. 
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All  communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  lo  Jefferson  Union, 
115  Chambers  Street,  New- York. 


TO  CLUBS  AUD  STATE  COMMITTEES. 

A  GERMAN  PAMPHLET. 

The  Jefferson  Union  will  publish  next  week,  in  the  German  language,  a  pamphlet  of 
16  pages,  showing  the  frauds  which  the  whig  party  has  incessantly  tried  to  practise 
upon  all  foreigners,  and  the  spirit  of  intolerance  which  it  has  ever  exhibited  towards  all 
adopted  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  pamphlets  will  be  furnished  at  the  exact 
cost  of  the  paper,  presswork  and  folding,  which  will  be  $1,00  per  hundred.  Send 
orders  at  once. 


<5tnc  bciitfd)C  ^rofdiiirc.  —  „3etierfon  Union''  tnirfc  nac^fle 
SBoc^c  cin  ^^anti>^(ct  non  16  (Seiten  in  bfuti'c^er  fjerau^geben,  in 

tnelcbem  tic  (Scinjinbcleicn,  tnd^c  bie  SBbigHttd  nerfuebt  l;at  forttndt;renb  an 
alien  §lu^ldnbcrn  au^juuben/  foiote  ber  ©cift  ber  Jntolcranj,  incld^en  biefdbc 
alien  ^IbcV'tinburgern  gegenuber  gejdgt  bat^  an^  ?icbt  gejogen  tnerben.  !Dtcfe 
SBrofebitren  ioerben  jum  ftoflcnbrdfe  gdiefert,  namlidi  $1  per  -Humbert. 
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PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 


HOEATIO  SEYMOUK, 

THE  TRIED  “  MAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE.’' 

The  Empire  State  has  received  with  acclaim  the  nomi* 
nation  of  Horatio  Seymour  as  Governor.  He  is  cordially 
accepted,  for  he  is  weH  known  as  truly  and  emphaticaHy 
the  “  Man  of  the  People^'’ — the  man  who  in  all  times  and 
places,  in  private  life,  in  political  councils,  and  in  legida- 
tive  action  is  ever  found  in  his  place  ;  the  quickest  to  dis¬ 
cern  the  need  of  the  times,  the  first  to  indicate  a  clear 
and  sufficient  remedy,  and  the  boldest  and  most  steadfast 
in  watching  over  and  maintaining  to  the  end  whatever 
measures  tend  most  to  the  popular  benefit.  A  democrat 
from  his  youth  upward,  he  has  been  an  active,  unfaltering 
laborer  in  the  ranks  of  progress  whenever  there  was  w'ork 
to  do,  and  most  of  all  has  he  been  distinguished  for  his 
labors  of  love  in  allaying  the  famify  contentions  which 
for  a  time  divided  ^ur  strength  and  gave  over  to  the  en¬ 
emy  the  victory  and  the  dominion  which  is  our  birthright. 
To  the  peojDle  belongs  the  sovereignty,  and  to  keep  it  in 
their  hands  is  the  constant  aim  and  instinct  of  democ¬ 
racy  ;  whiggery  and  conservatism  strive  to  wrest  it  fi’om 
the  many  to  confer  it  on  the  few.  The  whig  principle  is, 
that  the  masses  are  not  to  be  trusted  with  the  care  ot 
themselves,  and  it  is  always  searching  up  some  special, 
chosen  and  aristocratic  committee  or  council  of  appoint¬ 
ment,  apart  from  and  above  the  people,  some  privileged 
class,  not  elected  directly  from  the  people,  to  govern  them 
and  dispose  of  their  money.  Tbe  people  are  very  good 
to  pay  taxes  and  fight  battles,  but  all  the  glory  and  con¬ 
sideration  therefor  must  go  to  the  general  who  will  wear 
feathers  and  pocket  the  one  or  two  hundred  thousand 
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dollars  the  nation  awards  for  the  sonl-stirring  trininphs 
bonght  by  the  toil  and  blood  of  its  forgotten  ten  thousand, 
gallant  sons.  This  is  not  the  creed  of  Horatio  Seynionr, 
for  he  is  a  just  man  in  all  his  ways,  and  in  every  step  and 
Vneasiire  of  his  life  he  is  found  battling  manfully  for  pop¬ 
ular  rights,  and  steadfastly  opposing  at  every  turn  the 
whig  disposition  to  steal  the  keys  of  power  from  the  j)eo- 
ple,  to  whom  it  legitimately  belongs,  in  order  to  place  it  in 
the  hands  of  a  few  irresponsible  men.  This  system  of 
non-accountability  has  ruled  the  councils  of  this  great 
State  to  a  most  fearful  extent  during  this  mortifying  and 
disastrous  period  .in  which  the  demon  of  disorganisation 
w^as  permitted  to  give  Kew-York  over  to  whig  rule.  The 
envious  and  ignorant  have  attempted  to  affix  the  unjust 
charge  of  opposition  to  the  best  interests  of  our  canal  sys¬ 
tem  ou  Seymour  and  his  gallant  band  of  clear-sighted  co¬ 
workers,  because  they  guarded  the  public  treasury  from 
the  cormorants  who  wished  to  plunder  it  without  any 
check,  and  who  opposed  every  means  of  calling  them  to 
account.  lie  insisted  on  the  constitution  and  on  such  a 
system  of  distinct  and  unevadable  accountability  as 
would  insure  to  the  State  a  safe  return  for  her  enormous 
exj)enditures.  Thewhigs  do  not  relish — they  never  have 
relished  anywhere — these  delays  or  limits  to  their  hand¬ 
ling  the  public  funds,  and  they  were  proportionably  in¬ 
dignant  wdth  Mr.  Seymour  for  having  the  audacity  to 
take  the  forefront  of  the  battle  and  spoiling  their  free  en¬ 
joyment  of  the  treasury  plunder.. 

Coming  of  the  sturdy  old  republican  stock  that  he  does, 
Mr.  Seymour  could  hardly  find  a  place  of  beginning  if  he 
desired  to  unmake  his  nature  and  turn  aristocrat  or  fed¬ 
eralist.  Descended  from  Diehard  Seymour,  one  of  those 
inflexible  assertors  of  man’s  right  to  self  government  who 
laid  down  those  firm  and' broad  principles  of  progress 
that  astonished  kingcraft,  in  tlie  foundations  of  the  Char¬ 
ter  Oak  State ;  and  with  the  same  ideas  of  democratic 
truth  flowing  on  and  ex]»anding  in  all  the  family  In-anches, 
young  Horatio  was  by  the  necessities  of  his  birth  and  ed¬ 
ucation  the  Man  of  the  People.  It  is  a  family  trait,  they 
naturally  turn  their  backs  on  anything  narrow  and  de¬ 
grading  to  the  dignity  of  man.  It  certainly  is  of  less  con¬ 
sequence  what  a  man’s  family  is  than  what  he  is  himself, 
but  still  it  must  be  a  gratification  to  Mr.  Seymour  to  re-  ' 
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collect  that  his  forefathers  were  boldly  and  consistently 
the  champions  of  the  peo]>le’s  rights,  that  Iiis  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  of  the  revolution,  that  liis  father  was  the* 
faithlVil  servant  of  the  State  in  the  prosecutio!i  of  its  no¬ 
blest  enterprises,  and  that  liis  own  public  life  has  not  con¬ 
tradicted  his  democi-atic  lineage. 

It  is  now  ten  years  since,  yielding  to  the  wishes  of  his 
personal  friends,  Horatio  Seymour  entered  public  life  as 
a  member  of  the  legislature  from  Oneida  county.  He  was 
then  a  ^mug  man  of  thirty,  frank,  genial  and  manly  in  his 
bearing,  candid  and  clear-sighted  in  his  views,  and  ener¬ 
getic  yet  conciliating  in  action.  In  the  darkness  and 
tempest  that  soon  after  broke  upon  the  distracted  legions 
of  democracy  and  wrecked  their  magnilicent  organisation 
at  the  feet  of  the  exulting  whigs,  young  Seymour  stood 
bravely  by  his  colors.  Through  storm  and  strife  he  uj)- 
lield  the  banner  of  brotherhood  and  conciliation.  At  all 
times  his  voice  was  heard  praying  for  light,  and  ]>eace, 
and  moderation.  From  the  first  he  held  up  to  the  discor- 
dants  the  chart  of  compromise,  for  by  it  only  could  they 
trace  the  route  to  union  and  safety.  To  soften,  subdue 
and  reconcile  he  was  prompt  to  set  himself  aside  and 
bend  his  personal  wishes  to  the  harmony  of  the  party. 
His  own  political  aspirations  were  freely  sacrificed  to  the 
party,  his  name  was  at  its  disposal  in  days  of  evil  as  of 
good  augury,  and  his  open-handed  liberality  knew  no 
stint  in  its  cause,  but  there  was  one  reservation — he  could 
give  up  everything  eh^e,  but  he  would  not  throw  over¬ 
board  one  essential  ])rinci})le  of  democracy,  nor  yet  pro¬ 
fane  her  temple  to  a  den  of  money-changers. 

If  in  the  opening  of  his  legislative  career  Mr.  Seymour 
had  made  friends  by  his  correct  and  gentlemanly  manners 
and  won  confidence  by  his  moderation  and  fidelity  to 
sound  principles,  he  was  destined  to  elicit  a  yet  stronger 
feeling  of  adtniration  for  his  clear  and  high-toned  states¬ 
manship.  He  surprised  and  delighted  his  friends  by  at 
once  taking  his  pla(^  in  the  bloom  and  flush  of  his 
young  manhood  by  the  side  of  such  ripe  thinkers  as 
Iloflhian,  and  by  holding  his  own  so  gallantly  in^  the 
race.  None  surpassed  him  in  the  logic  of  his  ))ositions, 
the  vigor  of  his  arguments,  and  the  lucid  connection  of 
Lis  reasonings.  The  oldest  members  of  the  House  were 
astonished  at  the  powers  he  displayed  in  his  reports,  and 
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confidently  predicted  a  brilliant  future  to  one  who  thus 
early  had  filled  the  Speakership  and  left  his  mark  so  legi¬ 
bly  on  the  State  legislation.  Many  of  his  views  were  en¬ 
grafted  on  the  new  constitution  and  have  become,  on  the 
very  basis  he  set  forth,  a  part  of  our  organic  law.  The  re¬ 
sult  and  the  reward  of  his  labors  are  now  before  us  in  the 
nomination  to  the  lofty  position  of  Governor  of  the  Em¬ 
pire  State — a  position  second  only  to  the  Presidency  in 
executive  dignity  and  responsibility. 

The  nomination  of  Seymour  may  be  looked  upon  as  the 
triumph  of  moderation,  wisdom,  union  and  the  just  spirit 
of  coiiipromise,  over  the  spirit  of  sectionalism,  faction  and 
personal  ambition  which  has  so  long  destroyed  the  peace 
of  the  great  democratic  party  of  the  Empire  State.  In 
truth,  we  may  say  that  the  nomination  of  Horatio  Sey¬ 
mour  was  demanded  as  the  means  of  uniting  and  consoli¬ 
dating  the  democratic  party  of  this  state.  He  is  a  sound, 
firm,  and  unsuspected  national  democrat,  and  of  a  wise, 
conciliatory  temper,  which  is  the  only  ark  of  safety  to  us 
in  the  present  crisis ;  and  his  election- will  be  heralded 
everywhere  as  an  earnest  of  coming  peace  to  the  democ¬ 
racy  of  Hew- York. 


AH  APPEAL  TO  THE  AMEKIOAH  YOTEKS. 

Democracy  is  the  true  American  idea.  It  originated 
the  republic,  wrote  its  declaration  of  independence,  fought 
its  revolutionary  war,  and  framed  its  constitution.  Fed¬ 
eralism  is  of  British  origin.  It  counselled  submission  to 
George  HI.,  played  the  tory  in  the  war  of  independence, 
and  pleaded  for  a  ^w^s^’-monarchical  government  in  the 
constitutional  convention.  In  this  early  conflict  of  0])inion, 
our  present  political  parties  had  their  birth.  We  will 
trace  the  outlines  of  their  respective  principles  and  mea¬ 
sures. 

The  theories  of  government  of  the  democratic  republi¬ 
can  and  federal  whig  parties,  are  radically  dissimilar. 
Democracy  is  a  government  hy  the  people.  Its  officers 
are  public  servants.  Federalism  is  a  government  of  the 
people.  Its  officers  are  public  rulers.  Democracy  de- 
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dares  that  all-power  originates  with  the  ^ople,  and  there¬ 
fore  governments  are  made  for  man.  Federalism  holds 
that  they  are  of  divine  origin,  and  therefore  man  is  made 
for  governments.  Democracy  treats  the  people  as  free¬ 
men,  whose  rights  are  inherent  and  exist  independently 
of  civil  compacts.  Federalism  regards  the  people  as  sub¬ 
jects,  whose  rights  are  created  and  conferred  by  govern¬ 
ments.  Deposing  confidence  in  the  masses,  democracy 
leaves  the  people  to  govern  themselves,  and  elevates  man 
to  an  equality  of  rights  and  privileges.  Distrusting  the 
capacity  of  the  masses  for  self-government,  federalism  em¬ 
ploys  the  power  of  the  state  to  subject  and  subordinate 
man  to  man.  Democracy  encourages  the  people  to  have 
faith  in  themselves  and  to  work  all  for  the  good  of  all, 
finding  as  warm  and  true  a  heart,  as  noble  and  generous 
a  humanity,  under  the  rough  vest  and  unpolished  exterior, 
as  beats  beneath  the  embroidiered  robe  or  the  jewelled 
tiara.  Federalism  discourages  self-reliance  among  the 
people,  taxes  the  energies  of  the  many  for  the  benefit  of 
the  few,  and  despises,  cripples,  and  starves  humanity,  and 
dooms  it  to  beg  its  way  to  the  grave. 

From  these  radically  dissimilar  theories,  have  sprung 
the  rival  systems  of  the  two  parties.  What  are  the  fruits 
-which  each  has  brought  forth  ? 

The  earliest  appeal  to  the  people  of  America  against  the 
insolence  of  England,  was  sent  forth  by  a  democrat  of 
Virginia.  The  first  constitution  which  asserted  the  equal¬ 
ity  and  dignity  of  man,  was  drafted  by  a  democrat  of  the 
same  state.  The  call  for  the  first  national  congress,  to 
proclaim  the  rights  of  the  colonies,  and  resist  the  iniquity 
of  taxation  without  representation,  was  the  production  of 
James  Madison,  one  of  the  apostles  of  American  democ¬ 
racy.  The  declaration  of  independence,  the  Magna  Charta 
of  our  liberties,  the  text-book  of  freedom  throughout  the 
world,  was  from  the  pen  of  Jeflerson,  the  founder  of  the 
democratic  party. 

In  the  convention  which  framed  the  IT.  S.  constitution, 
these  republican  chiefs  and  their  followers  labored  to 
establish  a  general  government  with  limited  and  clearly- 
defined  powers,  which  recognised  the  sovereignty  of  the 
individual  states,  and  bestowed  as  large  a  measure  of  free¬ 
dom  upon  the  people  as  was  consistent  with  social  order. 
They  encountered  the  opposition  of  Adams,  Hamilton,  and 
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the  leaders  of  the  federal  party,  who,  regarding  the  Brit¬ 
ish  constitution  (with  some  modifications)  as  the  beau-ideal 
of  political  systems,  aimed  to  model  our  institutions  after 
those  of  England,  with  its  infallible  king  and  omnipotent 
parliament.  Federalism  contended  for  a  strong,  consoli¬ 
dated  central  government,  and  for  the  removal  of  power 
as  far  as  possible  from  the  people.  Democracy  labored 
for  a  general  government  of  limited  capacities,  for  the 
sovereignty  of  the  states,  and  the  lodgment  of  power 
directly  with  the  masses.  This  contest  has  come  down  to 
our  times  :  whiggery  striving  to  extend  and  strengthen  the 
functions  of  the  central  government,  democracy  maintain¬ 
ing  municipal  rights  and  personal  freedom. 

In  its  attempts  to  remove  power  as  far  as  possible  from 
the  masses  of  the  people,  federal  whiggery  has  favored  the 
limitation  of  the  right  of  suffrage  to  the  owners  of  the  soil, 
and  resisted  the  bestowal  of  that  right  upon  the  laboring 
poor — has  advocated  the  possession  of  property  as  a  neces¬ 
sary  qualification  for  olHce,  and  opposed  the  abolition  of 
this  aristocratic  test — and  has  vindicated  the  appointment 
of  all  important  officers  by  select  bodies,  such  as  councils 
and  legislatures,  and  warred  against  all  efforts  to  confer 
this  power  upon  the  whole  mass  of  tlie  electors. 

The  policy  of  the  democratic  party  has  been  exactly  an¬ 
tagonistic  to  that  of  the  federal- whig,  in  all  these  particu¬ 
lars.  The  history  of  the  revision  of  our  various  state  con¬ 
stitutions  shows,  that  wherever  the  privilege  of  voting  has 
been  extended  to  the  whole  body  of  the  peple  ;  eligibility 
to  office  made  co-extensive  with  the  right  of  suffrage  ;  and 
the  power  to  elect  all  grades  of  officers,  from  the  governor 
down  to  the  constable,  carried  directly  home  to  the  masses, 
these  reforms  have  been  secured  by  the  democratic  prin¬ 
ciple  operating  through  the  democratic  party.  By  be¬ 
stowing  these  precious  privileges  upon  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich,  the  unlettered  equally  with  the  learned,  it  has 
illustrated  its  faith  in  man,  and  his  capacity  for  self-gov¬ 
ernment. 

The  same  distrust  of  the  masses,  which  leads  federal- 
whiggism  to  demand  a  strong  government  and  the  removal 
of  power  from  the  people,  has  impelled  it  to  resist  all  ac¬ 
cessions  to  our  territory.  Knowing  that  its  consolidated 
system  and  its  limitation  of  political  rights  can  operate 
over  but  a  small  territory,  and  a  people  homogeneous  in 
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their  tastes  and  customs,  it  opposed  the  purchase  of  Lou¬ 
isiana  and  Florida,  and  went  up  to  and  only  did  not  cross 
the  line  of  treason  in  resisting  the  acquisition  of  Texas, 
California,  Utah,  and  New  Mexico.  Its  eminently  unpa¬ 
triotic  conduct  in  these  eventful  epochs  of  our  history,  dis¬ 
closes  one  of  the  blackest  chapters  in  our  annals.  Contrast 
the  brilliant  results  which  have  followed  the  broad  and 
liberal  policy  pursued  by  the  democratic  party!  Umler 
its  guidance,  the  nation  has  advanced  from  thirteen  feeble 
states,  inhabited  by  three  millions  of  dependent  peo[)le, 
scattered  along  the  Atlantic  slopes,  till  it  has  expanded 
into  a  confederacy  of  thirty-one  powerful  sovereignties, 
teeming  with  twenty-five  millions  of  prosperous  freemen, 
dotting  the  continent  with  cities  and  towns  fi*om  the  Caro- 
linas  to  California,  and  from  the  great  lakes  to  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico,  and  in  all  the  elements  of  greatness  and  glory 
taking  i*aidi  among  the  first  powers  on  earth.  Led  onward 
by  the  same  far-sighted  policy,  and  holding  with  firm  hand 
the  nicely -adjusted  balance  between  the  sovereignty  of  the 
individual  states  and  the  supremacy  of  the  federal  head, 
the  republic  may  continue  to  grow  till  it  extends  from  the 
arctic  to  the  tropics,  driving  out  the  haughty  Briton  on 
the  north  and  the  treacherous  Spaniard  on  the  south,  and 
bringing  their  oppressed  subjects  under  the  benign  pro¬ 
tection  of  democratic  institutions.  By  the  side  of  this 
broad  and  beneficent  policy,  how  dwarfish  and  niggardly 
appears  that  system  of  whig  tactics,  which  would  restrain 
the  growth  of  the  republic  by  harping  upon  the  misap- 
])lied'  qiieiy,  ‘‘  Why  should  we  quit  our  own  to  stand  upon 
foreign  ground 

Accpiisitioiis  of  new  territory  are  not  the  only  occasions 
when  that  party  has  acted  in  hostility  to  its  own  country 
and  sided  with  its  foes.  The  legitimate  offspring  of  the 
tory  faction  which  aided  and  abetted  the  British  and  Hes¬ 
sians  in  the  revolutionary  struggle,  it  has  usually,  in  the 
dark  hour  of  war,  symj)athised  with  our  enemies,  giving 
them  “  aid  and  comfort.”  In  these  crises,  it  has  invaria¬ 
bly  espoused  the  British  side  of  the  controversy.  In  the 
early  European  contests  for  free  institutions,  when  Eng¬ 
land  was  the  rallying  point  of  the  enemies  of  libei’alism,  it 
leaned  heavily  in  her  favor,  pushing  Adams  into  a  con¬ 
flict  with  France  when  he  should  have  warred  with  Great 
Britain  or  remained  neutral,  and  covering  Jefferson  with 
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opprobrium  because  he  favored  French  republicanism  ra- 
tlier  than  English  toryism. 

The  war  of  1812-15  with  Great  Britain,  was  waged  for 
the  freedom  of  the  seas.  English  Orders  in  Council  and 
constructive  blockades,  had  crippled  our  commerce,  insult¬ 
ed  our  flag,  flrecl  into  our  merchantmen,  and  kidnapped  our 
sailors.  Fedei’alists  taunted  the  administration  of  Madison 
with  pusillanimity,  declaiing  that  “  it  could  not  be  kicked 
into  a  war.”  But,  when  war  was  jDroclaimed,  federalism 
sided  with  the  foe,  discouraged  enlistments  into  ouiTand  and 
naval  forces,  furnished  provisions  to  British  fleets  and 
troops  while  refusing  to  pay  taxes  and  loan  money  to  our 
own  government,  decried  our  victories,  magnified  our  de¬ 
feats,  and  held  treasonable  conventions  to  embarrass  the  ad¬ 
ministration  and  encourage  the  enemy.  Its  conduct  during 
the  war  was  so  odious,  that  it  skulked  out  of  sight  for  sev¬ 
eral  years.  After  wandering  about  under  various  assumed 
names,  it  emerged  from  obscurity,  during  the  administra¬ 
tion  of  Jackson,  bearing  the  title  of  “  whig.”  And  when 
the  old  patriot  demanded  reparation  for  losses  inflicted 
upon  our  merchants  by  France,  and  which  she  admitted 
to  be  due  but  refused  to  pa}^,  this  ancient  j^arty  with  a 
modern  name  betrayed  its  identity  by  apologising  for  the 
delinquencies  of  the  foreign  aggressor,  compelling  the 
hero-president  to  silence  grumblers  at  home  while  enforc¬ 
ing  our  rights  abroad. 

In  the  Texan  struggle  for  independence,  and  in  our  late 
war  with  Mexico,  the  same  party  was  found  on  the  British 
side  of  those  questions.  By  stigmatising  our  general  ofii- 
cers  in  the  Mexican  contest  as  chief  butchers  in  a  land 
pirate  war,”  and  evoking  for  our  troops  “  bloody  hands 
and  hospitable  graves,”  it  proved  itself  the  lineal  descen¬ 
dant  of  the  faction  that  mounted  black  cockades  in  the 
days  of  John  Adams,  and  burnt  blue-lights  in  the  war  of 
1812. 

•  How  different  the  conduct  of  the  democracy  in  these 
trying  times !  In  the  gloomiest  period  of  the  contest  with 
England,  when  treason  was  abroad  in  the  land,  it  rallied 
the  patriotism  of  the  people  to  stand  by  the  cause  of  their 
country  and  maintain  the  honor  of  its  flag.  When  France 
bullied  our  minister  and  threatened  our  commerce,  it 
clustered  around  the  patriot  Jackson  and  gave  him  words 
-of  good  cheer.  When  whig  duplicity  and  British  diplo- 


AN  APPEAL  TO  THE  AMERICAN  VOTERS. 


195 


macy  combined  against  the  administration  in  tlie  Mexican 
conflict,  it  exposed  the  one  and  baffled  the  other,  vindicat¬ 
ing  the  rights  of  the  country,  encouraging  our  brave  troops, 
and  demandin<2:  “  indemnity  for  the  past  and  security  for 
the  future.” 

Though  the  federal  whigs  have  been  eager  to  sympa¬ 
thise  with  foreign  governments,  when  at  war  with  our  own, 
they  have  looked  coldly  upon  their  subjects  who  have  fled 
fi’om  oppression  at  home  and  sought  refuge  on  our  shores. 
From  the  enactment  of  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  under 
the  administration  of  John  Adams,  down  to  the  organisa¬ 
tion  of  the  l^ative  American  party  under  the  patronage  of 
Winfield  Scott,  they  have  shown  a  petty  and  persecuting 
jealousy  of  this  class  of  our  population.  They  have  op¬ 
posed,  step  by  step,  all  attempts  to  so  liberalise  our  natu- 
i-alisation  laws  as  to  clothe  them  more  promptly  and  easily 
with  the  privileges  of  citizenshij).  Contrast  the  conduct 
of  the  two  parties  towards  adopted  citizens.  The  one  prac¬ 
tically  regards  them  as  still  subjects  of  foreign  powers. 
The  other  treats  them  as  American  freemen.  In  the  war 
of  1812,  when  England  attempted  to  seize  seamen  on 
board  our  ships  and  impress  them  into  her  service  because 
they  had  been  born  on  her  soil,  federalism  acquiesced  in 
the  wrong ;  but  democracy  mn  up  the  stars  and  stripes, 
and  a  thousand  republican  cannon  thundered  in  defence 
of  “  free  trade  and  sailors’  rights.”  When,  at  a  recent  pe¬ 
riod,  the  same  class  of  citizens  saw  fit  to  exercise  the  right 
of  suffrage  without  first  taking  counsel  of  the  whigs,  that 
party  organised  a  faction  to  burn  their  churches  and  ex¬ 
clude  them  from  the  ballot-boxes  ;  but  the  democracy  ral¬ 
lied  to  their  support,  and  brought  such  odium  upon  the 
incendiaries  and  exclusionists,  that  the  founder  of  the  fiic- 
tion,  dreading  “  a  fire  in  the  rear,”  would  now  fain  deny 
and  bastardize  his  own  bantling  ! 

]^or  has  the  whig  party  been  more  liberal  in  its  policy 
towards  the  depressed  subjects  of  monarchy,  when  copy¬ 
ing  our  example  by  rising  to  achieve  their  independence. 
The  advocates  of  “  stable  governments,”  and  the  foe  of 
2)rogress,  it  has  frowned  upon  recent  revolutionary  strug¬ 
gles  in  Europe  and  on  our  own  continent.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  party  which  gave  “  mateiial  aid”  to  Texas  in 
her  confiict  with  Mexico,  looks  with  the  keenest  interest 
and  the  warmest  sympathy  upon  the  eftbrts  of  Irishmen, 
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Germans,  Hungarians,  Italians,  Cubans  and  Canadians  to 
break  tlieir  chains  and  establish  their  independence. 

The  democratic  party  has  ever  been  the  champion  of 
the  laboring  and  industrial  classes.  Springing  from  the 
divine  idea  of  the  equality  of  man,  irrespective  of  the  ac¬ 
cidents  of  birth  or  condition,  and  recognising  the  man¬ 
hood  of  all  who  wear  the  human  form,  it  has  challenged 
and  received  the  support  of  the  toiling  masses  of  the  coun¬ 
try.  No  respecter  of  persons,  it  has  warred  on  no  class, 
but  extended  equal  protection  to  all — the  depressed  and 
the  exalted,  the  poor  and  the  rich,  the  ignorant  and  the 
learned.  Democracy  protects  the  rights  of  capital,  while 
elevating  the  condition  of  labor — does  not  destroy  wealth, 
but  diminishes  poverty — does  not  prevent  the  rich  from 
becoming  richer,  but  removes  obstacles  which  prevent 
the  poor  from  becoming  rich.  It  takes  no  rights  from  the 
landholder,  but  gives  equal  rights  to  the  laborer — strips 
the  merchant  of  no  privileges,  but  bestows  the  same  pri¬ 
vileges  upon  the  clerk — robs  the  manufacturer  of  no  im¬ 
munities,  but  confers  like  immunities  on  the  artisan — 
opening  to  all  classes  fair  fields  of  competition,  leaving 
each  to  pursue  its  chosen  calling,  and  regarding  all  as 
equal  before  the  law. 

The  ethics  ot  federal-whiggism,  are  at  war  with  this  gos¬ 
pel  of  democracy.  Regarding  capital  as  of  more  value 
than  labor,  and  estimating  property  higher  than  humanity, 
that  party  says,  “let  the  government  take  care  of  the 
rich,  and  the  rich  will  take  care  of  the  poor” — foster  the 
landlord,  and  he  will  foster  the  ditch-del ver — favor  the 
merchant,  and  he  will  favor  the  clerk — protect  the  manu¬ 
facturer,  and  he  will  protect  the  artisan — pamper  capital, 
and  it  will  feed  labor — flatter  and  reward  chief  priests 
and  Pharisees,  and  they  will  restrain  and  punish  publi¬ 
cans  and  sinners  I 

From  this  foul  morass  of  aristocratic  heresies,  have 
sprung,  naturally  and  luxuriantly,  protective  tariffs, 
sumptuary  laws, limitations  upon  suffrage,  property  quali¬ 
fications  for  office,  alien  laws,  test  acts,  mono))olies,  spe¬ 
cial  charters,  and  every  other  species  of  class  legislation, 
which  has  thriven  under  the  culture  of  federal-whiggery. 

From  the  same  pestilent  source  springs  the  fbndness 
of  the  same  party  for  an  expensive  government.  Believ¬ 
ing  that  the  officials  rather  than  the  people  should  be  tho 
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governing  element  of  the  country,  and  that  money  is  the 
cliief  end  of  man,  it  favors  the  creation  of  numerous 
offices,  the  payment  of  high  salaries,  and  the  expenditure 
of  lavish  revenues.  This  enlists  in  its  service  an  army  of 
place-hunters,  jobbers,  and  spoilsmen  of  all  sorts,  ready 
to  do  its  bidding,  and  eager  for  reward.  This  is  specially 
true  of  the  whig  phase  of  federalism.  J^ever,  till  its  day, 
was  the  administration  of  the  finances  so  loose,  nor  the 
treasury  the  prey  of  schemers  and  sharpers. 

The  more  scrupulous  portion  of  the  party  would  in¬ 
dulge  their  financial  propensities  in  taxing  the  laboring 
masses  to  construct  expensive  public  works  for  the  benefit 
of  aristocratic  capitalists — caring  little  whether  they  are 
useful  if  they  are  only  ornamental — and  not  minding  for 
constitutional  inhibitions  if  they  can  only  get  money  to 
build  up  favorite  localities.  If  a  high  tariff  is  thereby 
rendered  necessary  to  replenish  an  exhausted  treasury, 
the  true  whig  idea  of  political  economy  is  realised — 'pour- 
ing  money  into  the  treasury  with  one  hand^  and  drawing 
it  out  with  the  other.  The  process  keeps  a  great  many 
office-holders  busy,  and  this  is  whig  prosperity! 

The  other  portion  of  the  party  indulge  their  financial 
tastes  in  a  “  fancy  ”  mode.  They  are  the  jobbers  and  the 
sportsmen  of  the  party.  They  are  speculators,  dealing  in 
fat  contracts— or  peculators,  trading  in  trumpery  claims. 
Galphin  and  Gardiner  are  their  models.  They  wouldn’t 
rob  on  the  highway  for  fear  of  the  halter.  But,  they 
would  plunder  the  treasury  and  win  the  distinction  of 
“live  wliigs.” 

Against  this  entire  financial  system,  its  reckless  expen¬ 
ditures  and  its  shameless  robberies,  the  democratic  party 
has  always  taken  high  ground.  Leaving  the  people  to 
carry  forward  in  their  own  way  and  with  their  owm  re¬ 
sources  all  public  works,  the  construction  of  which  is  not 
clearly  incumbent  upon  the  government,  it  never  taxes 
one  class  of  business  to  build  up  another,  nor  attempts  to 
delude  the  nfasses  with  the  idea  that  the  government  is 
making  them  rich,  by  expending  money  among  them 
with  one  hand,  which  it  is  drawing  from  their  pockets 
with  the  other.  It  never  hesitated  to  bring  a  public  de¬ 
faulter  to  justice,  nor  to  displace  a  peculating  office-holder. 
It  has  always  exacted  the  rigid  accountability  of  collect- 
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ing  and  disbursing  a^^ents,  and  advocated  a  plain,  econo¬ 
mical  government,  with  few  offices  and  low  salaries. 

The  cardinal  financial'doctrine  of  the  whig  party — 
placing  capital  before  laboi*,  and  property  above  men — 
has  made  it  the  slave  of  money  and  the  devotee  of  mono¬ 
poly.  This  has  frequently  brought  it  in  violent  contact 
with  the  working  and  producing  classes  of  the  country. 
The  most  memorable  battles  of  our  times  between  capital 
and  toil,  between  money  and  men,  and  which  brouglit 
into  maddening  collision  the  economical  systems  of  de¬ 
mocracy  and  whiggery,  were  the  conflicts  of  Jackson 
with  the  U.  S.  Baiik,  and  the  struggle  of  Yan  Buren  to 
establish  the  Independent  Treasury.  The  money  power 
of  the  nation  was,  on  each  occasion,  stimulated  to  employ 
unprecedented  means  to  maintain  its  supremacy,  by  the 
inflammatory  appeals  of  the  whig  leaders.-  But  the  in¬ 
tegrity  and  patriotis*!  of  the  masses  gave  the  victory  to 
the  heroism  of  Jackson  and  the  firmness  of  Yan  Biii-en. 
Had  the  democracy  given  way  then,  years  of  toil  would 
have  been  required  to  regain  the  ground  thus  lost. 

The  financial  achievements  of  the  whigs  may  be  sum¬ 
med  up  in  this  :  Though  whig  rule  may  for  a  time  ^ip]}^- 
rently  stimulate  the  prosperity  of  the  country,  it  uTu- 
mately  exhausts  its  treasury,  deranges  its  currency,  and 
depresses  its  industry  :  then,  a  betrayed  people  drive  the 
party  from  power,  and  call  in  the  democracy  to  replenish, 
regulate  and  restore  the  monetaiw  and  business  functions 
of  the  body  politic. 

Wq  have  thus  given  a  sketch  of  some  of  the  leading 
principles  and  measures  which  divide  the  democratic  and 
the  whig  parties.  Other  illustrations  of  the  soundness  of 
tlie  one  and  the  rottenness  of  the  other  press  upon  our  con¬ 
sideration.  But  these  must  suffice.  One  question  re¬ 
mains  :  To  WHICH  OF  THESE  parties  will  the  peopli:, 

THE  1‘ATRIOTIC  :MASSES  WHO  NEITHER  DESIRE  NOR  EXPICOT 
OFFICE,  GIVE  THEIR  SUFFRAGES  IN  THE  PENDING  CONTEST  i 


KEW-YOKK  DEMOCKATIC  GONYENTIOK. 

Every  State  in  the  Union  has  had  its  eyes  turned  anx¬ 
iously  towards  the  Democratic  Convention  of  the  State  of 
New-York;  for  it  is  everywhere  felt  that  the  action  of 


OUR  TIMES. 


199 


this  Convention  would  have  an  important  effect  upon  the 
Presidential  canvass.  The  event  has  passed,  and  the  state 
may  he  set  down  as  safe  for  Pierce  and  King.  A  spirit 
of  union,  satisfaction  and  hope  is  settling  upon  the  heart 
of  the  democracy  here,  and  the  few  who  would  madly  re¬ 
vive  the  spirit  of  hatred  and  strife,  were  promptly  and 
thoroughl}^  rebuked  in  the  sudden  and  complete  triumph 
of  the  peaceful  national  democracy.  Too  much  praise 
cannot  be  given  to  Col.  Curtis  for  the  honorable  course 
which  he  pursued  in  relation  to  the  late  nominations.  In 
the  Convention  vrere  many  frinds  who  were  firmly  wait¬ 
ing  to  urge  his  claims  to  the  nomination  for  Governor. 
A  portion  of  the  democratic,  and  of  the  neutral  and  inde¬ 
pendent  press  of  the  state  had  loudly  called  for  his  nomi¬ 
nation,  and  many  delegates  were  sent  to  Syracuse  in¬ 
structed  to  vote  for  him — but  on  learning  what  kind  of 
divisions  were  likely  to  distract  the  Convention,  he 
promptly  despatched  a  messenger  to  his  friends  at  Syra¬ 
cuse,  requesting  them  not  to  urge  his  name,  and  declaring 
that  his  own  convictions  were,  that,  under  the  peculiar  cir¬ 
cumstances,  justice  to  Mr.  Seymour,  and  the  union  ©f  the 
party,  demanded  the  withdrawal  of  his  own  name,  and 
the  exertion  of  his  infliience  to  procure  the  nomination  of 
Mr.  Seymour.  This  noble  step  we  know  was  taken  by 
Coi.  Curtis  without  having  exchanged  a  single  word  with 
any  of  the  parties  interested.  The  example  is  a  glorious 
one  to  New-York  politicians,  and  we  hope  it  will  not  be 
lost  in  the  future  history  of  our  party. 


“OUR  TIMES.” 

We  must  depart  for  once  from  our  rule  of  silence  to 
say  a  word  in  favor  of  this  new  Review,  for  it  is  not  only 
an  able  auxiliary  and  a  welcome  member  to  the  demo¬ 
cratic  brotherhood,  but  it  occupies  a  new  and  untrodden 
field  in  magazine  literature. 

It  is  political  only  so  far  as  the  subjects  discussed  are 
truly  and  broadly  national,  and  while  it  is  democratic  in 
the  purest  and  highest  sense,  it  is  perfectly  exempt  from 
the  slightest  tincture  of  party  violence. 

These  are  its  peculiar  merits,  and  we  predict  for  it  a 
high  range  of  influence,  as  it  is  understood  that  its  arti- 
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cles  on  national  measures  will  be  prepared  by  the  best 
talent  of  the  country,  and  with  disregard  to  labor  and  ex¬ 
pense  that  ought  to  distinguish  a  review  of  the  highest 
class. 

The  brilliant  sketch  of  the  “  Mineral  King”  is  a  gem 
of  price,  and  the  “  Tehuantepec  Policy  ”  is  unquestiona¬ 
bly  the  most  lucid  and  thorough  exposition  of  the  history, 
position  and  requirements  of  that  great  national  intere-t 
that  basket  been  given — we  had  almost  said  that  could 
be  given — on  that  absorbing  topic.  We  heartily  and  ])ar- 
ticularly  commend  it  to  the  attention  of  our  compeers  of 
the  pj’ess  at  this  crisis. 


THE  JEFFERSON  UNION. 

The  Jefferson  Union  is  now  tliorouglJy  organised,  with  a  Corresponding 
Secretary  elected  in  every  county  of  every  state  of  the  Union.  The  Sicreta- 
ries  have  been  elected  with  reference  not  only  to  their  ability  but  their  character 
as  (aitliful  and  incf>rruptible  Democrats.  The  “  Papers  for  the  People”  are  fur¬ 
nished  to  subscribers  in  packages  at  a  price  which  is  but  a  fraciion  above  the 
actual  c<)st  of  publication.  Men  of  the  very  first  ability  in  the  Democratic 
party  have  been  engaged  as  writers,  with  a  view  of  making  the  work  a  text¬ 
book  for  the  Democracy  during  the  campaign. 

TERMS  TO  SINGLE  SUBSCRIBERS  AND  CLUBS! 


1  complete  copy  during  the  campaign, . 50  cents. 

25  complete  copies,  “  “  $10  00 

50  “  “  “  “  19  00 

100  “  “  “  “  .35  00 

500  “  . 170  00 

1000  “  “  “  . 300  00 


All  communications  must  be  addressed,  post-paid,  to  Jefferson  Union, 
115  Chambers  Street,  New- York. 


TO  CLUBS  AND  STATE  COMMITTEES. 

A  GERMAN  PAMPHLET. 

The  Jefferson  Union  has  published  in  the  German  language,  a  pamphlet  of  16 
pages,  showing  the  frauds  which  the  whig  party  has  incessantly  tried  to  practise 
upon  all  foreigners,  and  the  spirit  of  intolerance  which  it  has  ever  exhibited  towards  all 
adopted  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  pamphlets  are  furnished  at  the  exact 
cost  of  the  paper,  presswyrk  and  folding,  which  will  be  $1,00  per  hundred.  Stud 
orders  at  once. 


©tiic  bciitfdic  S8rofd)iirc.  —  5^'ie  „3e|icrfou  Umon"  l)at  fo  cten 
cin  ^amp^lct  uon  16  ©eiteit  m  bnitfc^icr  0prrtc^e  ^crau^gcijchn,  tit  tvdc^cm 
He  (Sc^tninbeleten,  ineld^c  bte  ben'udjt  ^at  fortivalireub  an 

nUen  Slu^lcinbcrn  au^juiitcn,  fotnie  ber  ©cift  ber  Sntolerans,  tneldjcn  btcfclbc 
alien  ^boptbburgern  (legenubcr  gcjetgt  ^at,  ang  Sidit  gejogcu  incrben.  Dicfc 
S3rofcburen  incrben  jum  Koftenpreij'e  gclicfert,  ndmli(|i  $1  per  |)unbcrt. 


PAPERS 

FOR 


PEOPLE. 


TO  BE  ISSUED  WEEKLY  DURING  THE  CAMPAIGN, 

UNDER  THE  PATRONAGE  OF  THE  ENTIRE  DEMOCRATIC  DELEGATION 

IN  CONGRESS. 


CONTENTS  OF  NO.  XIII 


THE  LAST  WORD  ABOUT  THE 
CATHOLIC  TEST, 

WHIG  DIPLOMACY. 


GEN.  SCOTTB  RECALL  FROM 
FLORIDA. 

POLITICAL  FRAUDS  AND  VIL¬ 
LAINS. 


“THE  UNION-TIIE  WHOLE  UNION!” 


SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER  18,  1852. 

PUBLISHED  AT  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  JEFFERSON  UNION, 

No.  115  CHAMBERS  STREET.  NEW-YORK. 

1852. 


8  5!  KH  AH. 


Kf  I-  /I 


\  '(r'  M  fi  ^ 


o. 


11, 


.,  V,  ^  ■;  ■  ■-■  ..v;^  ;  ;  •,  * 


i-  ■ .  '  ■  •■'  '* 


\ 


Koat  irru^ja-a  >kiK^-  :!'ni‘i'  .yik;;!.;,,  .^rt.  / 

,  ./ ^iL's?- h-.  ;  '  '  jjv-c  .“'j  •  '  ., 

,  -  :;,r,  :’J- 

/  '  ■  ^  •  '■  .;  X  .  '  '•;■■,  .  V  ■  ■ 


V} :  / r  'v ;;  n  'f,  aBI 


.'!?W  I?1 


f:  I  .  ■  , 

.T  ';!^yi  ;■• 


•5  43;. .  V  >.  .■■'Vw  , 

'  •  ’  ;  Hi!''!''  >'/  .; 


:'■  C  <:  '■■/' a,  » ;',.f  :|;.ii  7;>  ;j 


-•'iv 


'  -  ■'.”'  H  ,xi 

■  ‘'  IK*^ 

■yi-  -r; 

'  -  ^ 'it  ■''>■;>!  ■-'- 


» 


PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 


THE  LAST  WOED  ABOUT  TOE  CATUOLTC  TEST. 

Wr  have,  perliapvS,  given  more  attention  to  the  conduct 
of  Greeley,  Robinson  &  Co ,  on  the  subject  of  tlie  Catho¬ 
lic  test  of  New  Hampshire,  than  such  silly  and  unprinci¬ 
pled  charlatans  deserve  at  our  hands.  Their  frauds  and 
falsehoods  were  transparent  from  the  start;  and  now, 
with  the  following  article  fro?n  the  Pilots  the  Catholic 
paper  of  Boston,  we  dismiss  them  to  the  public  contempt 
which  they  have  earned  and  which  they  have  gained  : — 

There  is  not,  in  all  America,  we  believe,  a  man  more 
hostile  to  Catholicity  than  Horace  Greeley.  There  is  not 
a  worse  paper  than  the  Tribune.  For  four  years,  down 
to  the  month  of  June  last,  when  Scott  and  Pierce  were 
nominated,  the  Tribune  preserved  its  anti-Catholic  cha¬ 
racter.  It  preserves  tliat  character  yet,  in  every  respect 
cave  one.  It  does  not  openly  attack  Catholicity  by  name. 
1  would  not,  for  all  the  world,  give  utterance  to  a  word 
in.  lisparagement  of  anything  said  or  done  by  the  .Most 
Rev  Archi)ishop  of  N.  York,  or  by  any  bishop  in  America. 
And  .  ■  publishes  most  moving  appeals  in  behalf  of  the 
Cathol.  *3  of  Nevv-IIampshire.  Now,  this  trick  is  stale. 
It  is  triio  that,  were  it  not  for  the  vigilance  and  indepen¬ 
dence  of  the  Catholic  press,  many  voters  might  be  bag¬ 
ged  and  tossed  in  at  the  polls.  But  the  impudence  of 
these  politicrans,  and  the  insult  upon  the  undersanding  of 
Catholics  were  too  great  to  be  allowed  to  pass.  The  end 
of  it  will  be  that  Greeley,  in  trying  to  serve  his  party,  will 
have  done  it  great  liarm.  He  does  it  injury  in  other 
ways,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter.  What  we  have  liereto- 
fore  said  of  the  diitv  of  the  democratic  party,  with  refer- 
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ence  to  tlie  wretched  gang  that  has  possessed  the  Demo- 
cratio  Review^  maj  be  said  of  the  set  that  possesses  the 
Tribune.  These  men  inflict  incalculable  injury  upon  their 
party,  and  the  sooner  they  are  turned  out  of  doors,  the 
better  will  it  be  for  the  country.  They  must  be  turned 
out  one  day,  and  the  work  may  as  well  be  done  now. 
Notwithstanding  the  disguise  of  party  names  and  of  party 
slang,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  free  soilers,  the  Democratic 
R<v/ew  fanatics,  and  Greeley,  really  belong  to  one  faction. 
Wait  a  few  years,  and  see  if  they  be  not  fighting  under 
the  same  banner. 

The  other  reason  which  moved  us  to  expose  this  trick 
was  as  follows.  We  Catholics,  now-a-days,  understand 
our  own  interests,  and  can  take  care  of  ourselves.  We 
have  a  hierarchy,  a  numerous  body  of  priests,  an  impos¬ 
ing  list  of  influential  laymen,  and  a  press  made  up  of 
fourteen  papers,  all  zealous,  united,  watchful  and  fearless. 
Now,  not  one  complaint  or  objection  against  Gen.  Pierce, 
in  consequence  of  New-Hampshire  bigotry,  came  from 
any  of  these  sources,  exponents  or  defenders  of  Catholic 
authority  and  of  Catholic  interests.  No  ecclesiastical 
voice  was  raised,  of  course.  No  paper  opposed  him. 
This  silence  of  the  Catholic  press  is  the  more  valuable, 
inasmuch  as  not  one  of  the  Catholic  papers  is  a  party 
journal.  (We  do  not  consider  the  Ti'uth  TtUer.^  of  course, 
much  less  the  Irish  Ame^^can.)  No  Catholic  paper,  that 
we  know  of,  has  written  a  line  directly  advocating  the 
election  either  of  Pierce  or  Scott.  Only  four  laymen,  we 
believe,  in  the  United  States,  have  expressed  an  opinion 
that  Catliolic  interests  would  or  could  be  in  any  possible 
way  injured  by  the  election  of  the  New-ITarnpshire  can¬ 
didate.  Catholic  citizens,  therefore,  may  be  regarded  as 
of  the  unanimous  opinion  that  Catholic  interests  are  in  no 
way  aflected  by  the  present  political  issues.  They  have 
not  entered,  therefore,  as  Catholics,  into  the  political 
arena — they  have  only  interfered  to  prevent  party  hacks 
from  dragging  them,  as  Catholics,  into  that  arena  without 
cause. 

Very  well.  If  Catholics'are  satisfied,  who  has  a  riglit 
to  complain?  It  is  a  most  curious  fact  that  our  cham¬ 
pions,  in  a  fight  which  we  neither  got  up,  encouraged,  nor 
cared  for,  are  Protestants,  and  some  of  them  deadly  ene¬ 
mies  to  Catholicity.  Had  this  happened  years  ago,  when 
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Catholics  were  few,  and  voters  fewer,  perhaps  their  hon¬ 
esty  would  be  less  liable  to  suspicion.  But  now,  when  we 
are  a  lifth  of  the  population,  when  our  vote  is  strong, 
when  we  have  a  position  and  a  stake  in  the  country,  when 
our  papers  are  numerous  and  independent,  this  misbegot¬ 
ten  love  of  popery,  on  the  part  of  the  enemies  of  Catho¬ 
licity,  is  a  queer  thing.  The  votes  and  the  close*elections 
explain  it  all. 

W.  £.  Robinson  is  one  of  these  suddenly  converted 
friends  of  popish  rights.  Our  neighbor  of  the  Poat^  in 
common  wdth  some  other  papei’S,  was  mistaken  in  sup¬ 
posing  that  Robinson  is  a  Catholic.  He  is  not.  Pie  has 
no  right  or  title  of  any  sort  to  speak  for  us.  We  can 
speak  for  ourselves ;  and  the  fact  that  we  have  said  no¬ 
thing  is  sufficiently  strong  evidence  that,  in  this  Presiden¬ 
tial  election,  there  is  nothing  to  be  said.  If  we  needed 
advocates,  we  would  not  go  to  Mr.  Robinson.  In  saying 
this,  we  do  not  intend  the  remotest  disparagement  to  his 
character  as  a  private  individual,  for  we  know  nothing  of 
him  in  that  capacity,  and,  if  we  did,  w^e  would  not  say 
anything.  But  he  is  a  party  hack — worse,  a  party  hack 
selected  for  driving  in  dirty  weather.  A  party  hack  is  a 
man  engaged  to  do  dirty  work  for  a  party — there  are 
several  in  both  parties  ;  perhaps,  like  spies,  they  are  ne¬ 
cessary  evils ;  perhaps  the  party  leaders,  especially  the 
gallant  and  honorable  standard  bearers.  Pierce  and  Scott, 
may  repeat,  with  reference  to  these  hacks,  the  language 
of  Cromw'ell,  and  say — ‘  I  love  the  treason,  but  I  abhor 
the  traitor.’  Such  characters,  above  all  others  in  politi¬ 
cal  life,  excite  our  abhorrence  and  disgust.  Hence  we 
cannot  express  our  contempt  for  a  long  lecture,  published 
by  Mr.  Robinson  in  the  Tribune^  in  which  he  laments, 
weeps  and  howls  over  the  condition  of  the  Catholic  voters 
in  New-Hampshire,  of  which  there  were  none  twenty -five 
years  ago,  and  but  a  very  few  now.  Why  did  he  not  la¬ 
ment,  w'eep,  and  howl  over  the  poor  men  of  Korth-Caro^ 
lina,  (Graham’s  State,)  who  are  disqualified  bylaw  on  ac¬ 
count  of  their  not  holding  property  ?  Because,  like  a 
keener,  he  has  engaged  to  cry  on  the  other  side.  This 
lecture  has  been  printed  at  the  Tribune  office,  and  Gree¬ 
ley  offers  it  for  sale  at  a  nominal  price,  in  order  to  secure 
a  wide  circulation  for  it  at  the  West,  for  here,  at  the  North 
and  East,  it  is  of  no  use.  Neither  is  it  of  much  use  at 
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the  West,  for  the  Catholic  press,  a  higher  aiithoritj,  for 
Catholics,  tlian  Mr.  liobinson,  has  settled  the  matter  also 
there.  AVe  did  intend  to  review  this  lecture,  but  we  give 
it  up,  in  utter  weariness.  It  would  occupy  more  than  a 
]>age  of  our  paper,  in  close  type,  and  a  review  of  it  would 
till  three  or  four  pages  more.  A  falsehood  told  in  three 
words,  frequently  requires  twenty  for  its  examination. 
AVe  care  less  for  it,  as  the  New-Hampshire  question,  so 
far  as  it  atiects  Catholics,  has  been  thoroughly  discussed 
in  our  columns,  and  we  have  no  wish  to  repeat  what  w^e 
have  said  when  other  topics  claiming  attention,  press  so 
closely  upon  our  space.  ’’ 


WHIG  DIPLOMACY. 

“  Mr.  Lawrence  alluded  also  to  the  fact  that  this  was 
the  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  and  that  at 
this  very  hour  that  glorious  event  was  being  celebrated, 
as  he  hoped  it  ever  would  be,  in  Boston  and  CharlesU.wn. 
Mr.  L.  also  referred  to  the  fact  that  to-morrow  (the  18th 
of  June)  was  the  aTiniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Waterloo, 
another  great  event  in  the  annals  of  the  world.  The  Bat¬ 
tle  of  Bunker  Hill,  on  the  ITth  of  June,  gave  freedom  to 
the  continent  of  America.  The  Battle  of  Waterloo, 
ON  the  18tii  of  June,  had  given,  for  thirty-seven 
years,  freedom  and  repose  to  the  continent  of  Eu¬ 
rope.” 

Such  w’as  the  language  of  the  Hon.  Abbot  Lawrence, 
wdiig  minister  to  London,  after  “grace  and  the  soup,”  as 
repoi  ted  by  Mr.  Thurlow  AVeed,  at  the  celebrated  Black- 
wall  dinner,  given  by  Mr.  George  Peabody  to  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  llank  of  England,  members  of  Parliament, 
and  one  hundred  and  ten  distinguished  guests,  English 
and  American,  on  the  17th  of  June  last. 

Democrats  of  America!  what  say  you  to  this ?  You 
who  have  duly  appreciated  the  sublime  mission  of  this 
progressive  Republic, and  sympathised  wdth  the  struggling 
peoples  battling  for  their  rights,  against  the  enojinous 
wickedness  of  aristocratic  and  kin^y  usurpations,  what 
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say  you  to  this  degradation  of  glorious  old  ]hmker  Iliil — 
the  place  of  the  signal  gun  of  freedom,  and  of  tlie  inau¬ 
guration  of  a  new  epoch  in  the  liistory  of  man’s  riglits — 
to  the  vulgar  level  of  a  league  of  princes,  and  tiie  consuni- 
ination  of  tiieir  unliallowed  purposes? 

If  anylliing  were  wanting  in  the  history  of  whig  diplo 
macy — in  addition  to  their  blunders  on  the  fishery  cjiies- 
tion,  their  blunders  on  the  Tehuantepec  and  Nicaragua 
affairs,  their  blunders  in  regard  to  the  Lobos  Islarnfs — 
wherewith  to  satisfy  tlie  American  people  that  the  i-esto- 
ration  of  democratic  power  in  tlie  councils  of  tlie  Union 
is  necessary  to  the  dignity  and  character  of  the  nation 
abroad,  it  may  be  found  in  this  servile  toadyism  of  a  whig 
minister.  It  smacks  strongly  of  ancient  federalism;  of  a 
certain  snuffing  back  for  the  flesh-j^ots  of  Egypt;  of  the 
old-fashioned  admiration  of  tlie  worn-out  tinsel  of  mon¬ 
archy  ;  of  that  veneration  for  tlie  centralisation  of  power 
and  hatred  of  its  diffusion,  so  characteristic  of  the  whig 
party,  and  which  formerly  they  were  not  ashamed  to 
avow,  and  are  not  now  ashamed  to  practice. 

“The  battle  of  AVaterloo  has  given  freedom  and  repose 
to  the  continent  of  Europe  for  thirty-seven  years,”  says 
the  American  minister.  Rejoice,  oh  Americans !  over 
the  prostrate  liberties  of  Europe,  for  her  murdered  Re})ub- 
licans  have  found  the  “  repose”  of  a  martyr’s  grave,  and 
order  reigns  in  Paris  and  Warsaw.  The  Holy  Alliance, 
made  triple  and  signed  in  the  year  of  grace  1815,  en¬ 
dorsed  by  that  “first  gentleman  in  Europe”  and  most  un¬ 
principled  of  princes,  the  fourth  George — has  triumphed. 
The  treaty  of  Vienna,  adopting  legitimacy  as  the  basis  for 
the  European  s)^tem,  is  sanctioned.  King-making  Wa¬ 
terloo  has  thrust  the  Bourbons  back  upon  the  unwilling 
people  of  France.  The  bayonets  of  the  allied  armies  are 
giving  to  Europe  “freedom  and  repose”  under  the  nurs¬ 
ing  care  of  the  Holy  Alliance  of  Absolutism.  The  treaty 
of  Vienna  has  followed,  signed  November  22d,  1822,  for 
Austria,  France,  Prussia,  and  Russia,  by  Metternich,  Clia- 
teaubriand,  Benstel,  and  Nesselrode. 

Americans,  read  it : — 

“Art.  I.  The  high  contracting  parties,  convinced  that 
THE  SYSTEM  OF  REPRESENTATIVE  GOVERNMENT  is  equally  in¬ 
consistent  with  monarchical  principles  as  is  the  doctrine 
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OF  POPULAR  SOVEREIGNTY  WITH  THAT  OF  DiVINE  EIGHT, 

pledge  themselves  mutually  to  each  other  in  the  most 
solemn  manner,  to  exert  all  their  efforts  to  anniiii- 

LATP3  REPRESENTATIVE  GOVERNMENT  IN  ALL  COUNTRIES  of 

Europe  in  which  it  may  exist,  and  to  prevent  its  intro¬ 
duction  in  states  where  it  is  now  unknown. 

“  Art.  II.  As  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  liberty  of 
THE  PRESS  constitutes  the  most  powerful  of  the  means  by 
the  pretended  defenders  of  the  rights  of  nations,  against 
THE  RIGHTS  OF  PRINCES,  the  high  cc-ntractiug  parties  re¬ 
ciprocally  pledge  their  faith  to  adopt  all  measuri:s  pro¬ 
per  FOR  ITS  SUPPRESSION,  not  Only  in  their  own  dominions, 
but  throughout  the  rest  ot  Europe.” 

Under  the  unsparing  malignancy  and  crushing  power 
of  this  blasphemous  usurpation,  accursed  of  Heaven  and 
execrated  by  men,  every  spark  of  liberty  has  been  trod¬ 
den  out,  from  the  Lagoons  of  Venice  to  the  Baltic  sea, 
and  continental  Europe  converted  into  the  very  charnel- 
house  of  freedom.  But  an  American  minister,  false  to 
the  character  and  principles  of  a  nation  whose  whole  de¬ 
mocratic  heart  throbs  in  unison  and  sympathy  with  the 
down-trodden  people  upon  whose  necks  the  victory  of 
Waterloo  placed  the  iron  yoke  of  an  insolent  and  upstart 
race  of  imbecile  princes — a  whig  minister  sings  sycophan¬ 
tic  hosannahs  to  this  triumphant  wickedness,  while  a  dis¬ 
tinguished  whig  editor  writes  it  home  without  a  word  of 
indignant  censure,  and  a  whig  administration  stands  by, 
with  a  bland  and  approving  smile.  “  Out  of  the  abun¬ 
dance  ot  the  heart  the  mouth  speaketh.”  Significant 
illustration  of  the  true  tendencies  of  the  whig  party  of 
these  United  States  ! 

Democrats  of  America,  remember  this  at  the  polls! 
and  record  a  vote  that  shall  vindicate  the  principles  of 
the  Kepublic,  and  give  to  the  imitators  and  admirers  of 
siich  “  freedom  and  repose”  the  defeat  of  Austerlitz,  and 
Wagram,  and  Marengo. 


GEN.  SCOTT’S  RECALL  FROM  FLORIDA. 


209 


GEN.  SCOTT’S  EECALL  FEOM  FLOEIDA. 

We  have  from  the  beginning  of  this  Presidential  cam¬ 
paign  carefully  avoided  preferring  any  unjust  charges 
against  Gen.  Scott,  or  in  any  way  exaggerating  the  pic¬ 
ture  of  his  iaults  and  incapacities;  but  it  has  been  im¬ 
possible  to  discharge  our  duty  to  the  American  people, 
and  withhold  from  them  the  evidence  of  his  utter  unfit¬ 
ness,  in  every  way,  for  the  Presidency  of  the  United  States. 
To  say  that  his  experience  in  the  camp  either  entitles  him 
to  or  fits  him  for  the  office,  is  to  insult  the  common  sense 
of  the  American  people,  and  would  be  an  everlasting  dis¬ 
grace  to  any  set  of  men  except  the  shameless  and  profli¬ 
gate  faction  of  the  whig  party  which  urges  his  claims  on 
such  grounds.  To  these  men  there  is  no  shame,  and  there 
ca^  be  no  fear  of  further  disgrace. 

Our  first  objection  to  Scott  is,  that  he  is  the  candidate 
of  the  whig  party,  and  of  the  very  worst  faction  of  that 
party,  which  has,  from  the  beginning,  been  a  stumbling- 
block  in  the  way  of  the  progress  and  honor  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  nation.  But  aside  from  the  tremendous  and  damn¬ 
ing  load  of  party  sins  which  weighs  him  down,  there  is  a 
legion  list  of  personal  peculiarities,  follies,  jealousies,  fop¬ 
peries,  quarrellings,  which  render  him  not  only  unfit  but 
impossible  for  the  office  to  which  he  aspires.  It  cannot 
be  that  this  nation  of  ours  is  so  forsaken  of  God  as 
to  have  such  a  man  to  “  rule  over  us.”  What  would  such 
a  complete  at-all  as  Gen.  Scott  do  in  the  Presidential 
chair,  but  to  plunge  every  department  of  the  government 
into  such  sloughs  of  “fuss”  and  jangling  as  would  vex 
and  rend  the  nation  from  one  end  to  the  other !  The 
whigs  say  well  that  his  whole  life  has  been  spent  in  bat¬ 
tles,  for  he  has  quarrelled  with  nearly  every  officer  in  the 
army,  and  nearly  every  statesman  in  the  nation,  with 
whom  he  has  come  in  contact.  The  proof  of  this  has 
already  been  presented  in  previous  numbers  of  our  Pa¬ 
pers.  But  the  facts  attending  his  recall  from  Florida  have 
not  been  sufficiently  commented  on.  Tt  is  well  known 
that  President  Jackson  did  not  disguise  his  contempt  and 
disgust  for  the  whole  course  of  Gen.  Scott  in  Florida — 
declaring  that  he  “  disgraced  the  profession  of  a  soldier,” 
that  “  the  Indians  had  outwitted  him  everywhere,”  that 
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“  ho  had  expended  government  money  in  preparing  f^tes, 
balls,  and  grand  entries  for  himself  in  all  the  villages  of 
Florida,”  that  his  career  there  had  cost  the  government 
almost  as  many  millions  of  dollars  as  it  ought  to  have 
cost  tliousandsP  And  the  following  extracts  from  the 
official  document,  which  contains  the  endorsement  of  the 
President,  in  relation  to  his  recall  from  the  army  in  Flo¬ 
rida,  in  1836,  shows  what  were  the  common  impressions 
of  the  officers  of  government  whose  business  it  was  to 
look  into  his  conduct.  The  document  was  communicated 
from  Gen.  Jessup,  of  the  War  Office,  to  Mr.  Poinsett,  the 
Secretary  of  War,  in  compliance  with  a  call  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  : — 

“  Ile.^  and  he  alone^  is  responsible  for  all  the  lives  and 
7>roperty  of  the  inhabitants  that  may  be  destroyed  for  the 
want  of  that  protection  and  security  which  every  citizen 
of  the  republic  has  a  right  to  look  for  from  his  goverti- 
ment.  •»****  JPe  has  produced  a  state  of  feeling  that 
forbids  all  harmony  or  concert  with  the  local  authorities 
or  people  of  the  country  ;  and  the  public  interests  imperil 
ously  require  his  immediate  withdrawal?'^ 

The  whole  document  is  too  long  for  publication  here, 
but  these  short  extracts  show  the  spirit  of  the  whole,  and 
prove  that  “  his  services  in  Florida,”  as  the  gong-headed 
editor  of  the  Tribune  calls  it,  was  a  service  for  which  gov¬ 
ernment  was  compelled  to  recall  him,  in  order  to  protect 
“  the  lives  and  property  of  the  inhabitants”  from  the  an¬ 
archy  which  his  blunders  and  misdemeanors  had  produ¬ 
ced.  Such  was  his  career  there  that  the  very  inhabitants 
whom  he  was  sent  to  protect  from  the  Indians,  burnt  him 
in  effigy  at  Tallahassee,  and  from  one  end  of  the  country 
to  the  other,  there  was  a  general  cry  of  execration  of  his 
conduct.  We  refer  to  this  now,  not  to  approve  of  the 
course  of  the  people  in  burning  him  in  effigy,  but  to  show 
his  remarkable  genius  for  quarrelling  with  everybody  and 
everything  that  comes  in  his  way.  In  truth,  he  is  nothing 
but  a  figkteft\  There  isf  his  history,  and  it  says  that  fight¬ 
ing  is  the  all  of  him^  and  if  he  is  not  engaged  against 
the  enemy,  he  is  sure  to  get  into  petty  quarrels  with  his 
friends  and  compeers.  He  never  could,  he  never  has 
lived  in  peace  with  his  brother  ofiicers  from  the  time  he 
was  “  Captain  Scott,”  until  the  close  of  the  Mexican  war. 
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While  in  Florida  he  quarrelled  with  the  Heads  of  the 
Departments  at  Washington,  and  with  the  whole  Ameri¬ 
can  population  of  Florida — waging  with  his  tongue  and 
pen  a  far  more  furious  assault  upon  them  than  he  did 
upon  the  Indians  with  his  sword. 

And  the  great  cause  of  all  his  ten  thousand  quarrels 
with  everybody  has  been  that  everybody  would  not  I:)ow  be¬ 
fore  his  epaulettes  and  feathers  as  before  a  god.  No  king 
in  Europe  was  ever  more  exacting  of  humiliation  and  obei¬ 
sance  from  the  people  than  Gen.  Scott  has  been  through 
his  whole  career.  The  permitted  semi-despotism  of  the 
army  is  the  only  place  he  can  live  in,  and  even  there,  the 
republican  feeling  of  the  American  people  has  been  a 
perpetual  “  rock  of  oflPence”  in  his  path.  The  proposition 
to  put  such  a  man  at  the  head  of  the  civil  department  ot 
the  Kepublic,  looks  only  like  some  capital  joke  of  the 
wags  and  fun-makers  in  the  land.  It  is  a  great  joke. 


POLITICAL  FKAUDS  AND  YILLAINS. 

The  whig  party  is  as  destitute  of  honesty  as  it  is  of  Re¬ 
publican  principle.  It  is  as  replete  with  villany  as  it  is 
insolent  and  proscriptive.  Nursed  in  isms,,  it  is  notori¬ 
ously  destitute  of  honor  as  it  is  clumsy  in  tricks  and  reck¬ 
less  in  its  purposes  :  simple  in  slanders,  it  elevates  itself 
to  the  apex  of  infamy  in  its  lying  proofs,  and  led  on  by 
Greeley  it  descends  from  its  Fourrierist  demagogue  to  its 
creature  Kobinson,  and  proclaiming  a  philosophy  of  cheap 
infidelity  it  enters  the  ditch,  and  covering  itself  with  the 
slime  of  a  lying  philanthropy,  throws  mud  with  the  gusto 
of  a  Five-Points  swindler. 

Is  proof  demanded,  it  furnishes  its  own  evidences  of 
duplicity  and  meanness.  First,  then,  it  is  destitute  of 
honesty  as  it  is  of  Republican  principles. 

It  charged  Gen.  Pierce  with  drunkenness,  that  it  might 
blot  the  reputation  of  a  patriot  and  a  statesman.  The 
shaft  had  hardly  been  hurled  before  it  was  forced  to  re¬ 
cant  the  slander. 

It  accused  him  of  religious  intolerance,  and  placed  one 
whose  infamy  in  politics  was  established  beyond  the  reach 
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of  competition  upon  the  stand  to  make  tlie  cliarge,  that  it 
might  retail  the  slander  without  assuming  too  ninch  re¬ 
sponsibility.  It  heralded  offers  to  support  the  libel  by 
assuming  pecuniary  responsibility  for  its  truth.  But  be¬ 
ing  met  and  the  proof  demanded,  it  slinks  beneath  its 
irres})onsibility,  yet  still  proclaims  the  infamy  with  a  har¬ 
dihood  of  manners  native  to  its  impudence. 

At  the  North  it  charges  Gen.  Pierce  with  being  an  un¬ 
compromising  pro-slavery  candidate,  whose  life  is  an  un¬ 
changing  evidence  of  hostility  to  the  demands  of  con¬ 
science  and  liberty.  At  the  South,  it  announces  him  to 
be  a  president  of  an  abolition  society  and  the  most  deter¬ 
mined  hater  of  slavery.  While  Truman  Smith  and  Fitz- 
Henry  Warren  send  documents  to  the  South  under  the 
sanction  of  Greeley  and  Seward,  charging  him  with  abo¬ 
litionism  and  daring  the  fact  to  be  disproved — Greeley 
and  Weed  and  Smith  and  Warren  flood  the  North  with 
their  natural  coadjutor,  the  National  Era,  with  documents 
in  which  they  assert  the  proof  to  be  unequivocal  that  he 
is  a  pro-slavery  man.  So,  too,  while  Greeley  spits  on  the 
platform  which  recognises  national  obligations,  and  ab¬ 
jures  the  North  to  treat  it  with  scorn,  he  peddles  the  in¬ 
famy  of  his  adhesion  to  it  in  the  South.  So,  too,  while 
at  the  South  this  company  of  Januses  insist  that  Mob-Law 
Seward  is  not  the  confidential  advocate  or  adviser  of 
Scott,  at  the  North  they  claim  the  abolition  vote  on  the 
ground  that  he  is  the  special  confidant  and  prime  minis¬ 
ter  of  his  conscience  and  his  actions.  It  is  destitute  of 
principles.  In  1840,  it  proclaimed  support  for  a  United 
States  Bank,  a  high  protective  tarifiT,  a  bankrupt  law,  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  public  lands  among  the  states,  and  econ¬ 
omy  and  reform.  It  has  ignored  the  bank  because  the 
people  found  it  was  a  public  swindle.  Scott  is  in  favor 
of  it,  but  Seward  keeps  his  lips  under  lock  and  key.  The 
democrats  framed  a  tariff  law,  and  the  whigs,  finding  that 
the  people  understood  that  a  high  tariflf  robbed  them  to 
enrich  a  few  purse-proud  manufacturei-s  like  Abbott  Law¬ 
rence,  have  dropped  that.  The  bankrupt  law  was  a  mon¬ 
ument  of  perjury,  fraud  and  dishonesty  ;  they  were  forced 
to  give  it  up.  The  distribution  of  the  public  lands  was 
found  to  be  a  scheme  to  enrich  capitalists,  and  they  were 
forced  to  drop  it  for  Mr.  Walker’s  suggestion  to  give 
farms  to  actual  settlers.  Economy  and  reform  was  an- 
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other  of  their  schemes.  They  have  been  gnilty  of  rob¬ 
bing  the  treasury  and  increasing  the  public  expenses,  till 
Crawfordism,  Galphinisin,  Gardnerism,  and  Corwinism 
liave  astounded  the  country  with  a  series  of  frauds,  pecu¬ 
lation  and  public  plunder  which  the  whole  country  is 
determined  to  condemn.  Thus,  all  it  claimed  in  the 
past’  it  has  repudiated.  It  has  erected  a  platform  of 
principles,  and  Greeley  “execrates  and  spits  upon  it,” 
and  the  whole  whig  press  sings  hosannahs  to  Greeley. 

It  is  replete  with  villany  and  destitute  of  honor.  In 

1847,  the  Trenton  (]Srew*Jerse\)  Gazette,  a  whig  paper, 
said  Gen.  Scott  was  w€al\  passianaie^  illiberal^  and  de¬ 
void  of  religious  principle?'*  In  1848,  Horace  Greeley 
said,  Scott  is  a  vain^  donceited  coxcorrib  of  a  man.  Ilis 
brains.,  all  that  he  has^  are  in  his  epaulettes?^  W eed,  in 

1848,  said — 

“In  the  character  of  Gen.  Scott  there  is  much,  very  much,  to  com¬ 
mend  and  admire.  But  the  mischief  is,  there  is  toeakness  in  all  he  says 
and  does  about  the  Presidency.  Inrimedintely  after  the  close  of  the 
campaign  of  1840,  he  wrote  a‘  gratui  tous’  letter,  making  himself  &  can¬ 
didate,  in  which  all  sorts  of  unwise  thing.s  were  said  to  ‘  return  and 
plague’  his  friend.s  if  he  should  be  a  candidate.  And  since  that  time, 
with  a  faluiLy  which  seizes  upon  men  w^ho  get  bewildered  in  gazing  at 
the  ‘  White  House,’  he  has  been  suffering  his  pen  to  dim  the  glories 
achieved  by  the  sword^ — Albany  Evening  Journal, 

The  Hudson  Hiver  Chronicle,  March  7,  1852,  through 
its  editor,  A.  H.  Wells,  a  well-known  whig,  said — 

“  It  is  evident  that  Weed  the  Abolition  faction  are  preparing  to 
put  General  Scott  upon  the  course  for  the  Presidency  in  1852.  That 
he  is  the  candidate  of  that  faction  v/ill  be  enough  to  lay  him  out  as  cold 
jis  a  mackerel.  General  Scott  ha.s  been  a  brave  and  successful  soldier, 
but  his  intimate  friends  knowt^at  he  is  v/e.ak-minded  and  excessively 
vain,  and  that  in  all  matters  out  of  the  profession  of  arms,  he  has  ever 
manifested  a  great  want  of  judgment  and  common  sense.” 

The  New-York  Courier  and  Enquirer  says — 

“  The  Presidential  Nomination. — It  is  to  us  anything  but  a  grate- 
ful  t:isk  to  be  the  chronicler  of  discontent,  but  we  have  to  do  with  fids 
r.nd  not  with  romance,  and  have  to  deal  with  things  as  they  might  be. 
Ccrt.-iin  of  our  cotemporaries  imagine  that  they  are  going  to  carry  this 
election  by  dint  of  mere  bluster.  We  tell  them  they  are  misbiken. 
‘There  are  matters  relating  to  the  present  position  of  the  Whig  party 
about  which  men  will  think  strongly  and  speak  emphaticiilly,  and  it  is 
})itiful  weakness  to  undertake-fo  cajole  them  into  silence  by  the  ordinary 
arts  of  party  delusion.  The  Whig  newspapers  who  rejoice  in  the  nom¬ 
ination  of  Gen.  Scott  may  inflate  their  language  to  the  utmost  possible 
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extent  of  verbosity  but  they  cannot  cover  the  fact  that  there  is  toide  and  deep 
disaffection  against  that  nomination.  They  may  shout  about  the  praises 
of  ‘Old  Chippewa’ and  ‘Old  Chapultepec’  to  the  very  skies,  but  it  will 
require  something  more  substantial  than  such  breath  to  carry  the  old 
hero  to  the  White  House.  Tens  of  thousands  of  Whigs,  when  the 
plaudits  strike  their  ears,  will,  in  spite  of  themselves,  be  reminded  that: 

‘So  Harlequin  extoll’d  his  horse, 

Fit  for  the  war,  or  road,  or  course! 

His  mouth  was  soft,  his  eye  was  good, 

His  foot  was  sure  as  ever  trod; 

One  fault  he  had  (a  fault  indeed  I), 

And  what  was  that  ?  the  horse  was  dead  !  *  ” 

These  extracts,  taken  from  whig  papers,  showing  and 
admitting  Gen.  Scott’s  incapacity,  weakness,  intolerance, 
and  vanity,  might  be  extended  without  limit.  These  same 
papers  are  now  claiming  for  him  the  virtues  of  a  Wash¬ 
ington  and  the  capacity  of  a  Jefferson.  They  showed,  be¬ 
fore  they  had  the  hope  of  political  plunder  before  them, 
that  he  was  weak,  passionate,  illiberal,  and  devoid  of  re¬ 
ligion — that  lie  was  “  a  vain,  conceited  coxcomb,  without 
brains,”  was  ‘‘ the  candidate  of  a  faction,  and  ever  mani¬ 
fested  a  great  want  of  judgment  and  common  sense” — 
that  ‘‘  he  said  all  sorts  of  unwise  things,  got  bewildered 
in  gazing  at  the  White  House,  and  had  suffered  his  pen 
to  dim  the  glories  he  had  achieved  by  the  sword” — and 
finally,  that  as  far  as  all  capacity  is  concerned,  that  “  the 
horse  teas  dead-"^  These  papers,  and  the  party  they  repre¬ 
sent,  were  either  vile  libellers  then,  or  they  are  villanous 
adulators  now.  We  have  shown  their  dishonesty  under 
the  first  accusation  in  the  present  canvass,  and  we  claim 
their  depravity  is  as  apparent  under  this.  But  proof  po¬ 
sitive  presents  itself.  The  whig  pariy  in  all  sections  of 
tlie  country  are  claiming  that  they  are  the  friends  of  for¬ 
eigners  and  the  naturalisation  laws,  and  that  the  demo¬ 
cratic  party  are  opposed  to  them.  In  1844,  theNew-York 
Courier  and  Inquirer  said,  “the  naturalisation  laws  must 
be  changed,  and  the  time  extended  to  21  years.”  The 
Hew-York  American,  a  whig  print,  said,  “  we  honor  tho 
manliness  of  Mr.  Archer”  (a  whig  senator)  “for  advocat¬ 
ing  the  doctrine  of  extending  the  term  of  probation  to  21 
fm^eigners  before  they  can  become  naturalised.” 
The  Hewburg  Gazette,  Hov.  20,  1844 — “Now,  the  wmos 
are  in  favor  of  the  repeal  of  the  naturalisation  lawsy  the 
rest/riction  of  politick  power  to  Arnericcm  hands.  As  we 
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stated  before  the  election^  this  principle  will  hencefor¬ 
ward  BE  INSCRIBED  ON  THE  WHIG  BANNER.  Is  it  HOt  a 

whig  principle,  a  principle  to  be  maintained  and  battled 
for  by  wliigs  as  such.  \Ye  need  not  desert  cnir  flag  to  de¬ 
fend  it^  for  it  is  inscribed  in  letters  of  light  ujpon  that  flag  ^ 
AND  THE  FACT  THAT  WE  ARE  pledges  US  to  its  de¬ 

fence  and  unfaltering  su/pport?'^  The  Kingston  (N.  Y.) 
Journal  (whig)  says,  “It  is  proposed  that  the  probation¬ 
ary  term  be  extended  to  21  years  before  the  immigrant  is 
permitted  to  take  part  in  our  elections,  and  further,  that 
no  one  of  foreign  birth  be  eligible  to  office.  We  go  for 

THESE  PRINCIPLES  WITHOUT  HESITATION  OR  ABATEMENT.” 

Brooks,  of  the  Kew-York  Express,  said — “The  victory  of 
the  Loco-Focos  is  the  triumph  of  Irishmen  and  Germans 
over  Americans.  There  must  be  fewer  privileges  to  for¬ 
eigners^  OAid  more  to  Americans.  In  a  word^  there  must 
be  an  American  party  to  rule  America?"*  Clark,  the  late 
whig  Mayor  of  Mew-  Yorlc^  said,  “  all  naturalization  lay:s 
should  be  repealed?"*  The  Albany  Daily  advei-tiser,  a 
whig  paper,  said — “  It  is  our  opinion,  as  our  readers  well 
know,  that  no  man  of  foreign  birth  should  be  admitted  to 
the  exercise  of  the  political  rights  of  an  American  citi¬ 
zen.”  Matthew  L.  Davis,  a  whig  orator,  said — “  It*  I  liad 
the  power,  I  would  erect  a  gallows  at  every  landing-place 
in  the  city  of  New-York,  and  suspend  every  cursed  Irish¬ 
man  as  soon  as  he  steps  on  our  shores.” 

Such  have  been  the  expressions  ol*  the  v/higs  before  the 
nomination  of  Gen.  Scott.  Greeley  l  ul  Y^Y'ed  approved 
them,  and  Seward  endorsed  them  by  s  ying  that  negroes 
were  more  worthy  of  citizenship  than  i  -iBlimen.  Scott 
was  the  can<li<hite  of  the  party  who  orocla  Tied  ihese  sen¬ 
timents,  nnd  advocated,  by  letters  and  addu  see,  this  po¬ 
licy.  These  men  now  assert  their  love  for  foi  “igners,  and 
call  Gen.  Scott  their  devoted  friend,  and  they  .  seir  Truest 
admirers.  Such  is  whig  lidelity.  Yillany  v  'S  never 
more  unblushing,  hypocrisy  never  more  detestab  "i. 
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GLOEY  AND  WHIG  PEINCIPLES. 

The  leaders  of  the  wliig  party  seem  to  have  concluded^ 
from  their  experience,  that  tlie  majority  of  the  people 
have  more  liking  for  military  glory  than  they  have  for 
whig  principles  ;  hence,  {/’they  succeed  in  electing  Scott, 
after  their  success  with  Harrison  and  Taylor,  we  may  ex¬ 
pect  them  to  go  all  together  for  professional  generals  who 
have  had  the  good  fortune  to  be  actively  and  successful! j 
engaged  in  war,  and  to  leave  out  of  the  canvass  those 
schemes  of  protection,  lavish  expenditures,  national  banks, 
d  la  Biddle^  national  bankrupt  laws,  and  the  other  pecu¬ 
liar  principles  of  their  party,  which  their  most  distinguish¬ 
ed  men  advocate.  Clay  W'as  the  truest  and  frankest  re¬ 
presentative  of  their  principles,  second  to  none  among 
them  for  genius,  talent,  zeal,  and  devotion  to  his  country; 
respected  by  his  opponents  for  his  great  abilities  and  un¬ 
doubted  patriotism.  They  tried  him  :  but  the  system  of 
public  economy  he  advocated  could  not  gain  even  for 
him  the  majority  of  votes;  and  he  was  defeated.  They 
then  took  up  a  military  hero,  moderately  famous ;  and 
managed  to  veil  their  principles,  and  elect  their  candi¬ 
date  by  an  immense  majority.  Deceived  by  their  success, 
they  supposed  that  their  principles  had  become  less  ob¬ 
noxious  ;  and  again  they  nominated  their  true  represen¬ 
tative,  only  to  show  that  the  public  mind  is  steadily  op¬ 
posed  to  the  principles  of  their  party,  and  not  to  be  won 
over  to  them  except  by  professions,  express  or  implied, 
that  they  liave  abandoned  those  j^rinciples.  Admonished 
by  this  lesson,  and  despairing  ot  maintaining  their  prin¬ 
ciples  openly,  they  took  up  a  plain,  honest,  gallant  and 
fortunate  soldier,  who  was  no  politician  at  all,  and  no  i*e- 
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presentative  at  all  of  their  principles  ;  and  they  elected 
him. 

Webster,  next  to  Clay,  is  the  best  representative  of 
whig  principles,  and  like  Clay,  too  much  a  reasoner  to 
allow  ill-founded  sentiment  to  overpower  his  judgment, 
manfully  and  patriotically  stemmed  the  current  ot  aboli¬ 
tionism  which  the  superficial  'parvenu  education  of  whig 
gentility  sends  forth  like  the  tide  of  a  sea  ;  and  for  this 
their  greatest  statesman  is  set  aside ;  and  a  gallant  sol¬ 
dier,  whom  we  appreciate  as  a  soldier  and  a  gentleman, 
but  who  is  a  cypher  in  statesmanship,  is  set  up  to  dazzle 
the  multitude,  who  are  easily  deceived,  and  naturally  and 
indeed  justly  inclined  to  admire  men  who  by  their  success 
in  unequal  war  have  given  evidence  of  great  ability,  as 
well  as  of  that  serene  intrepidity  which  is  indispensible 
to  a  commander  ;  but  which,  as  their  favorite  himself  has 
not  failed  to  testify,  is  shared  by  most  of  his  gallant  com¬ 
panions  in  arms.  By  rhapsodies  on  the  achievements  of 
our  gallant  army,  and  by  magnifying  the  merits  of  Scott 
therein,  and  by  starting  false  issues  about  the  courage  of 
Pierce,  they  aim  to  divert  attention  from  Webster,  from 
abolitionism,  from  whig  principles,  and  all  that  should  be 
considered,  and  resolve  the  great  national  questions  at 
issue  into  the  mere  personal  question  whether  Scott  or 
Pierce  is  the  more  heroic  or  more  able  military  com¬ 
mander. 

The  glory  of  our  gallant  officers  is  a  just  subject  of 
pride;  but  whig  principles,  and  democratic  principles, 
are  the  matters  to  be  now  considered.  In  abandoning 
Webster,  the  oldest  and  ablest  living  exponent  of  their 
principles — except  their  abolitionism  and  agrarianism — 
the  whig  leaders  have  for  the  nonce  abandoned  their 
principles  ;  but  we  do  not  choose  to  let  them  dodge  the 
main  questions,  and  spend  their  wind  in  rigmarole  about 
glory — of  which,  we  tell  them,  democratic  officers  havc^ 
as  much  as  whig  officers,  when  war  calls  for  such  a  thing. 

Be  it  remembered,  then,  that  we  are  to  vote  with  re¬ 
ference  to  the  questions  :  whether  this  Union  is  to  be  per¬ 
petually  disturbed  by  such  demagogues  as  Seward  and 
other  abolitionists :  whether  we  are  to  have  free  trade,  or 
be  compelled  to  confine  our  produce  to  our  own  market, 
and  wear  no  cloth  but  that  which  whig  capital  makes  for 
us,  at  twice  or  thrice  the  profit  obtained  by  foreign  capi- 
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tal :  whether  to  increase  these  trade-killing  tariff  taxes 
we  are  to  have  lavish  expenditures  for  improvements  of  all 
sorts,  public  and  private:  whether  all  manner  of  Galphin- 
ism  is  to  be  winked  at,  and  every  means  of  keeping  up 
the  interest  of  capital  at  the  expense  of  the  laborer  and 
the  landowner,  is  to  be  encouraged  and  adopted ;  or 
whether  the  government  is  to  conBne  itself  to  its  legiti¬ 
mate  functions,  and  perform  them  well,  with  as  little  tax¬ 
ation  as  will  serve,  and  that  little  so  levied  as  to  inflict; 
the  least  injury  upon  the  liberty,  which  we  deem  a  right, 
to  exchange  our  products  with  others,  without  being  rob¬ 
bed  of  a  third  or  half  of  what  we  get  in  exchange,  upon 
the  impudent  pretence  that  it  is  for  our  protection. 


Gm.  PIEECE  AND  THE  WHIG  PEESS. 

SmcE  General  Pierce’s  nomination  for  the  Presidency, 
the  whig  press  has  hissed  with  the  noise  of  ten  thousand 
serpents  against  him,  and  such  men  as  Eobinson  and 
Greeley  have  taxed  their  utmost  capacity  for  lying  in  the 
assaults  which  they  have  made.  But  it  is  a  fact  worth 
recording  here,  that  before  Gen.  Pierce  was  a  candidate 
for  the  Presidency,  even  the  whig  press  had  been  abun 
dant  enough  in  its  praise  of  him  as  a  man  of  the  very 
highest  rate  of  ability  and  honor.  The  following  notice 
of  Gen.  Pierce  is  from  sketches  of  the  prominent  men  in 
the  late  Constitutional  Convention  of  New-Hampshire, 
which  were  originally  published  in  the  Granite  State 
Whig,”  at  Lebanon,  N.  H.  These  sketches  were  written 
by  Prof.  Edwin  D.  Sanborn,  of  Dartmouth  College,  a  man 
who  stands  high  in  the  whig  ranks  : — 

“  In  drawing  the  portraits  of  the  distinguished  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Constitutional  Convention,  to  pass  Frank 
Pierce  unnoticed  would  be  as  absurd  as  to  enact  one  of 
the  dramas  of  Shakspeare  without  its  principal  hero.  I 
give  my  impressions  of  the  gentleman  as  I  saw  him  in 
the  convention ;  for  I  would  not  undertake  to  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  those  veracious  organs  of  public  sentiment,  at 
the  Capital,  which  have  loaded  him,  in  turn,  with  indis- 
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criminate  praise  and  abuse.  As  a  presiding  officer,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  find  his  equal.  In  proposing  ques¬ 
tions  to  the  House,  he  never  hesitates  or  blunders.  In 
deciding  questions  of  order,  he  is  both  prompt  and  im¬ 
partial.  His  treatment  of  every  member  of  the  Conven¬ 
tion  was  characterised  by  uniform  courtesy  and  kindness. 
The  deportment  of  the  presiding  officer  of  a  deliberative 
body  usually  gives  tone  to  the  debates.  If  he  is  harsh, 
morose,  or  abrupt  in  his  manners,  the  speakers  are  apt  to 
catch  his  spirit  by  the  force  of  involuntary  sympathy. 
The  same  is  true  to  some  extent,  of  the  principal  debaters 
in  such  a  body.  When  a  man  of  strong  prejudices  and 
harsh  temper  rises  to  address  a  public  assembly,  his  in¬ 
dwelling  antipathies  speak  from  every  feature  of  his  face 
and  from  every  motion  of  his  person.  The  audience  at 
once  brace  themselves  against  his  assaults,  and  his  opin¬ 
ions  are  condemned  before  they  are  heard.  The  well 
known  character  of  an  orator  persuades  or  dissuades  quite 
as  forcibly  as  the  language  he  utters.  Some  men  nevei' 
rise  to  address  a  deliberative  assembly  without  conciliat¬ 
ing  good  will  in  advance.  The  smile  that  plays  upon  the 
speaker’s  face  awakens  emotions  of  complacency  in  those 
who  hear,  even  before  he  speaks.  So  does  that  weight  of 
character,  which  is  the  matured  fruit  of  long  public  ser¬ 
vices  and  acknowledged  worth,  soothe,  in  advance,  the 
irritated  and  angry  crowd. 

“  Hie  regit  dictis  animos,  et  pectora  muleet.’* 

Mr.  Pierce  possesses  unquestionable  ability  as  a  public 
speaker.  Few  men  in  our  country  better  understand  the 
means  of  swaying  a  popular  assembly,  or  employ  them 
with  greater  success.  .  His  forte  lies  in  moving  the  pas¬ 
sions  of  those  whom  he  addresses.  He  knows  how  to 
call  into  vigorous  action  the  sympathies  and  antipathies 
of  those  who  listen  to  him.  I  do  not  mean  to  imply  by 
these  remarks  that  his  oratory  is  deficient  in  argument 
and  sound  reasoning.  On  the  contrary,  he  seizes,  with 
gi’cat  power,  upon  "the  strong  points  of  his  subject,  and 
presents  them  clearly,  forcibly,  and  eloquently.  As  a 
prompt  debater,  always  prepared  for  assault  or  defence, 
he  has  few  equals.  In  these  encounters,  he  appears  to 
great  advantage  from  his  happy  facility  of  turning  little 
incidents  unexpectedly  occurring,  to  his  own  account. 
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A  word  carelessly  dropped,  or  an  unguarded  allusion  to 
individuals  or  parties,  by  an  opponent,  is  frequently  con¬ 
verted  into  a  powerful  weapon  of  assault,  by  this  skilful 
advocate.  He  has  been  so  much  in  office,  that  he  may  be 
said  to  have  been  educated  in  public  life.  He  is  most 
thoroughly  versed  in  all  the  tactics  of  debate.  He  is  not 
only  remarkably  fluent  in  his  elocution,  but  remarkably 
correct.  He  seldom  miscalls  or  repeats  a  word.  His 
style  is  not  overloaded  with  ornaments,  and  yet  he  draws 
liberally  upon  the  treasury  of  rhetoric.  His  figures  are 
often  beautiful  and  striking,  never  incongruous.  He  is 
always  listened  to  with  respectful  attention,  if  he  does  not 
always  produce  conviction.  From  his  whole  course  in 
the  convention,  a  disinterested  spectator  could  not  fail  to 
form  a  very  favorable  opinion,  not  only  of  his  talent  and 
eloquence,  but  of  his  generosity  and  magnanimity.” 


THE  PEOSPECT  IN  NEW-YOEK. 

The  political  aphorism,  “  As  goes  New-  Yorh^  so  goes 
the  TJmon^'^  naturally  excites  ranch  solicitude  as  to  the 
probable  result  of  the  election  in  this  State.  Many  inqui¬ 
ries  on  this  subject  have  been  propounded  to  us  from  va¬ 
rious  parts  of  the  Union.  We  will  frankly  give  our  opin¬ 
ion,  with  the  main  grounds  on  which  it  rests.  We  haoe 
not  a  dovht  that  the  thirty -jl'oe  electoral  votes  of  New-  York 
will  he  given  to  Franklin  Pierce.  Our  chief  reasons  for 
this  confident  belief  are  these  : 

The  democratic  party  in  this  State  is  thoroughly  united 
in  support  of  the  national  ticket.  There  is  no  discord  on 
this  point  amongst  all  the  sections  and  factions  into  which 
the  party  has  heretofore  been  or  is  now  divided — ^not  a 
particle  or  ripple.  Hunkers  and  Barnburners,  Hard- 
shells  and  Soft-shells,  vie  with  each  other  in  zeal  and  la¬ 
bor  for  the  success  of  the  Baltimore  nominees.  The  de¬ 
termination  to  give  them  the  electoral  vote  of  the  State, 
does  not, originate  in  prudential  considerations,  nor  calcu¬ 
lating  expediency,  nor  party  discipline.  It  flows  sponta¬ 
neously  from  the  great  democratic  heart  of  the  party. 
The  support  of  Pierce  is  as  sincere  and  cordial  as  that 
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rendered  of  yore  to  the  illustrious  Jackson.  Under 
such  circumstances  the  New-  York  democracy  was  never 
'beaten. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  whigs  of  this  State  were  never 
before  so  much  divided  and  distracted  on  national  poli¬ 
tics.  On  the  surface  things  appear  tolerably  smooth. 
But  all  well-informed  politicians  in  the  State,  know  that 
there  is  a  deep-seated  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the 
minority-section  of  the  party,  that  the  election  of  Scott 
W'ould  inure  exclusively  to  the  benefit  of  the  majority- 
faction.  This  will  cause  very  many  whig  votes  to  be 
withheld  from  Scott.  They  will  prefer  to  desert  him  at 
the  polls,  rather  than  to  clothe  him  with  power  to  pro¬ 
scribe  them  in  the  Cabinet. 

But  a  more  serious  obstacle  than  even  this  obstructs 
Scott’s  march  to  victory.  The  vital  element  on  which  his 
friends  relied  for  success,  is  wanting.  There  is  an  utter 
lack  of  that  anticipated  enthusiasm  in  the  whig  ranks  of 
this  State,  upon  which  his  friends  placed  their  sole  hope 
of  carrying  New-York.  It  was  firmly  believed  by  them 
that  ere  this  time  our  whole  State,  from  Montauk  to  Buf¬ 
falo,  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  Canadas,  would  have  been 
in  a  blaze  of  excitement  with  Scott  mass  meetings,  proces¬ 
sions,  and  other  demonstrations  of  popular  favor,  after  the 
manner  of  the  Harrison  campaign  of  1840.  Never  was 
there  such  a  wretched  failure  to  realise  fond  anticipations. 
There  is  not  a  particle  of  enthusiasm  in  behalf  of  Scott, 
from  one  end  of  the  State  to  the  other.  With  the  excep¬ 
tion  of  a  momentary  buoyancy  of  feeling  excited  among 
the  Sewardites  when  they  learned  that  Fillmore  was  not 
nominated^  the  Scott  ticket  has  fallen  still-born  to  the 
ground.  The  wbigs  know  it,  admit  it,  and  tremble  for  the 
consequences. 

There  is  another  sign  of  success  which  never  fails.  We 
have  conversed  with  and  received  letters  from  thousandsr 
of  democrats,  representing  all  shades  of  opinion  in  every 
part  of  the  State.  We  have  yet  to  see  or  hear  of  one  who 
does  not  believe  that  Pierce  and  King  will  carry  New- 
York.  At  our  recent  State  Convention,  intelligent  demo¬ 
crats  were  present  from  every  county.  We  took  ^special 
pains  to  inquire  as  to  the  prospects  of  our  Presidential 
ticket.  Not  a  man  doubted  that  it  would  be  triumphant.. 


CAMPAIGN  LIES. 
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If  the  democracy  cf  New-  Yorh  are  heaten  in  the  face  of 
such  a  universal  sentiment^  it  will  he  the  first  time. 

To  our  friends,  then,  throughout  the  country,  we  say — 
Relax  not  in  your  exertions  through  fear  tliat  they  may 
be  rendered  unavailing  by  defeat  in  the  Empire  State. 
Be  assured  that  the  democratic  party  is  determined  to  re¬ 
store  New-York  to  its  place  in  the  van  of  the  republican 
states  of  the  Union. 


CAMPAIGN  LIES, 

To  attempt  anything  like  a  full  record  of  the  falsehoods 
invented  and  put  in  circulation  by  the  Scott  politicians 
and  whig  party  papers,  would  absolutely  weary  one  with 
disgust  and  mortification  at  the  thought  that  human  na¬ 
ture,  even  when  tempted  by  the  devil,  can  descend  to 
such  depths  of  lying  and  abomination.  The  editor  of  the 
“  Plymouth  Villager^  a  whig  paper  of  North  Carolina, 
boldly  admits  that  he  has  no  other  hope  of  carrying  the 
election  but  by  lying.  He  says,  ‘‘  the  whig  party  has 
time  and  again  suffered  defeat  solely  from  political  hon¬ 
esty.  The  thing  has  been  allowed  long  enough — in  time 
of  war  everything  is  fair.”  He  then  goes  on  to  say — 
“  Gen.  Scott  and  Graham  are  not  only  in  favor  of  free 
suffrage,  and  the  compromise  measures,  but  are  bitterly 
opposed  to  having  the  Maine  Liquor  law  enforced  upon 
the  American  people.  Gen.  Franklin  Pierce  is  in  favor 
of  having  this  odious  Maine  Law  enforced  upon  the 
American  people,  and  is  running  swift  at  the  North  upon 
that  ground.  Gen.  Pierce  is  opposed  to  equal  suffrage, 
to  the  compromise,  and  to  the  protection  of  American  in¬ 
dustry.  What,  in  the  name  of  God,  can  the  democratic 
party  be  thinking  about,  in  trying  to  force  such  a  monster 
upon  the  American  people  as  their  ruler?” 

Thi/  is  certainly  fully  up  to  the  standard  of  Greeley 
and  Robinson,  and  the  best  whig  liars  of  the  North,  where 
they  never  in  their  whole  lives  attempted  to  carry  an  elec¬ 
tion  by  any  other  means  than  by  bribery,  falsehood  and 
corruption.  This  “  honesV^  North  Carolinian  is  an  apt  stu¬ 
dent,  and  Greeley  ought  to  send  him  a  gold  medal.  His 
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first  effort  compares  tolerably  well  with  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  which  we  translate  from  a  German  pamphlet  pub¬ 
lished  by  the  Greeley  wing  of  the  whig  party  in  New- 
York  city — “  Mr.  Pierce  was  little  known  before  the 
nomination  beyond  the  limits  of  his  own  state.  In  his 
own  state  he  has  a  great  influence,  and  ^  probably ^ 
is  the  state  indebted  for  the  passage  of  a  law  excluding 
Catholics^  Jews^  and  aU  foreigners  from  holding  office?* 
That  will  do,  Mr.  Horace  Greeley — walk  up  and  take 
your  seat  beside  your  North  Carolina  brother,  in  the 
matchless  companionship  of  iniquity.  A  few  days  after 
the  democratic  presidential  nomination,  the  editor  of  the 
Tribwoe  said,  that  the  German  population  was  generally 
so  ignorant  that  they  knew  nothing  about  democracy  but 
the  name^  with  which  they  were  tickled  and  led  blindly. 
And  it  is,  of  course,  upon  this  false  notion  of  the  igno¬ 
rance  of  the  Germans  that  he  has  dared  publish  such 
monstrous  lies  in  their  language  to  deceive  them.  But 
he  has  mistaken  his  men.  The  Germans  who  have  sought 
this  country  are  generally  a  very  shrewd  and  well-inform¬ 
ed  people ;  and  what  is  more,  in  this  matter,  they  are 
good  politicians.  Freedom  with  them  has  been  not  only 
a  desi/re  but  a  study ^  and  there  are  but  few  of  them  who, 
if  they  could  speak  our  language  well,  would  not  be  more 
than  a  match  for  the  editor  of  the  Tribune  in  a  contro¬ 
versy  on  the  philosophy  of  government.  Whenever  you 
see  a  dozen  or  a  hundred  Germans  talking  together,  you 
may,  at  all  times,  know  that  their  conversation  is  about 
freedom  and  gme'tmment.  Such  men  cannot  be  estranged, 
from  the  democratic  party  by  all  the  lies  which  all  the 
Greeleys  and  Kobinsons  this  side  of  Pandemonium  can 
invent,  even  adding  thereto  the  new  convert  to  the  lying 
plan  from  North  Carolina. 


THE  NEW-YOEK  DEMOCEACY. 

The  Democrats  of  New-York  are  at  last  united.  The 
differences  which  have  separated  them  no  longer  exist 
The  shyness  which  characterised  the  first  day  of  the  late 
State  Convention  cleared  up  in  the  unreserved  confidence 
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of  the  closing  scenes.  The  clouds  which  hovered  over 
the  factions  of  the  state  with  portentous  threatening  of 
disaffection  have  been  swept  away  by  the  conciliatory 
disposition  of  brotherhood  which  has  animated  the  coun¬ 
cils  of  the  party.  Individual  ideas  have  yielded  to  na¬ 
tional  principles — sectional  jealousies  to  constitutional 
devotion,  and  personal  aggrandisement  to  the  general 
welfare  of  the  party. 

As  a  beacon-light  that  gives  warning  of  the  breakers 
in  the  conflicting  elements  of  the  sea,  lends  it  rays  to 
all  points  of  the  compasss,  so  does  the  true  statesman 
throw  the  light  of  his  genius  and  the  patriotism  of  his  de¬ 
votion  over  the  whole  political  field,  knowing  (in  the 
Avords  of  our  noble  Pierce)  “  no  Korth,  no  South,  no  East, 
no  West,”  under  the  constitution  ;  but  a  sacred  mainten¬ 
ance  of  the  common  bond,  and  true  devotion  to  the  com¬ 
mon  brotherhood.  In  this  spirit,  with  the  zeal  which 
great  principles  of  truth  inspire,  and  with  a  lively  appre¬ 
ciation  of  the  disasters  which  would  result  from  any 
course  of  policy  which  might  look  to  the  citation  of  in¬ 
dividuals  rather  than  to  the  success  of  principles,  or  which 
might  have  in  view  the  success  of  a  faction  of  one  stamp 
or  of  another  over  the  union  sentiments  of  the  party,  Ho¬ 
ratio  Seymour  was  nominated.  Hew-York  may  congra¬ 
tulate  herself,  and  the  whole  democratic  party  may  con¬ 
gratulate  itself,  upon  the  returning  harmony  indicated  by 
this  judicious  selection.  Mr.  Seymour,  at  all  times  true 
to  democratic  principles  and  never  found  wavering  in  his 
advocacy  of  national  views,  was  one  of  the  first  to  carry 
the  flag  of  peace  into  the  battling  cohorts  of  the  demo¬ 
cracy — he  has  since  labored  with  a  zeal  only  equalled  by 
the  calm  and  manly  eloquence  of  his  counsels  to  harmo¬ 
nise,  unite  and  concentrate  the  forces  of  the  party.  It 
was  this  manly  devotion  to  its  success,  this  breasting  of 
the  storm  to  allay  its  force  and  this  devotion  to  its  union 
which  so  endeared  him  to  the  people  as  to  arouse  every 
element,  however  diverse,  and  allay  every  discord,  how¬ 
ever  agitated,  which  had  disturbed  the  harmony  of  the 
party,  that  brought  about  his  nomination  on  the  second 
ballot,  with  an  enthusiasm  as  just  as  it  was  univer¬ 
sal.  The  democratic  party  in  New-York  has  now  only 
to  do  its  duty  to  elevate  its  candidates  to  the  high  sta¬ 
tions  for  which  they  have  been  named.  It  has  only  to 
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march  in  the  solid  phalanx  of  its  power  to  sweep  the 
State  by  an  overpowei’ing  majority.  Arouse,  then,  de¬ 
mocrats !  organise!  act!  Let  every scliool  district  in  the 
great  state  have  its  vigilance  committee,  let  that  commit¬ 
tee  canvass  every  vote,  learn  the  names  of  the  wavering, 
stimulate  the  inactive,  and  pour  a  flood  of  democratic 
truths  into  the  fortresses  of  the  doubting.  Eternal  vigi¬ 
lance  is  the  price  of  liberty.  Victory  which  is  absolute- 
is  alone  effectual.  We  must  drive  the  money-changers 
from  the  temple.  The  country  should  wash  its  hands 
clean  from  the  picture  primer  book  influence  of  the 
Pharisaical  Greeley.  It  should  show  its  detestation  of  the 
ribald  insolence  of  the  blackguard  Kobinson,  and  demon¬ 
strating  its  abhorrence  of  the  double-faced  advocates  of 
the  military  quarreller,  it  should  place  its  unequivocal  . 
condemnation  of  the  detestable  frauds  by  which  tlie  offi¬ 
cers  of  whiggery  have  robbed  the  treasury,  subsidised 
the  national  servants  and  disgraced  the  country. 

f - 

OKGAIsriSATIOlSr. 

Our  paper  circulates  in  every  State  of  the  Union.  We 
therefore  improve  the  opportunity  which  our  position 
affords,  to  give  a  word  of  caution  to  our  friends.  There 
is  only  one  danger  lurking  in  the  glorious  path  along 
which  the  democracy  is  marching  to  triumph.  It  is  this. 
So  confident  are  we  of  victory,  that  there  is  danger  of  our 
neglecting  to  employ  an  essential  means  of  success.  We 
allude  to  a  thorough  organisation  of  our  forces  pre¬ 
paratory  TO  THE  ELECTION.  Witliout  tliis  nothing  is  sure. 
'No  pains  should  be  spared  to  perfect  such  measures, 
through  the  medium  of  poll-lists,  vigilapce  committees, 
&c.,  as  will  bring  every  democrat  to  the  ballot-boxes.  That 
is  the  great  point  to  be  attained.  It  is  the  end  of  all  our 
efforts.  By  bringing  all  the  democratic  voters  to  tlie 
polls,  we  can  give  at  least  three-fourths  of  the  electoral 
votes  of  the  country  to  Pierce  and  King.  This  consum¬ 
mation  cannot  be  attained  by  mass  meetings,  however 
large,  nor  stump  speeches,  however  eloquent,  nor  newspa¬ 
per  articles,  however  powerful.  It  is  a  work  of  tiresome 
details,  which  must  be  performed  by  a  few  patient,  ener- 
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getic,  patriotic  men,  who  are  willing  to  go  from  house  to 
house  to  obtain  the  materials  for  making  up  complete 
lists  of  voters,  and  then  retire  to  the  silent  committee-room 
and  arrange  these  materials  in  forms  convenient  for  fu¬ 
ture  use.  Though  this  labor  makes  no  show  or  noise  dur¬ 
ing  the  campaign,  it  tells  most  vitally  upon  the  result 
when  the  day  of  trial  comes.  By  perfecting  a  complete 
c/i-ganisation  in  the  doubtful  states,  the  democracy  will 
add  ten  per  cent,  to  its  strength,  and  secure  these  states 
for  its  nominees.  Surely  this  is  a  prize  worth  winning  ! 
Will  not  all  state,  district,  county  and  town  committees, 
see  that  this  work  is  entered  upon  and  perfected  without 
delay?  We  earnestly  appeal  to  them,  and  to  all  live  de- 
moci’ats,  to  commence  and  carry  it  through  promptly  and 
systematically. 


AK  OLD  SOLDIEITS  OPINION  OP  GEN.  PIEKCE. 

A  cor res])on dent  of  the  Milwaulde  Morning  Mews 
writes  to  that  papers  as  follows  : — 

‘‘  I  was  a  soldier  in  the  Mexican  war,  and  was  well 
acquainted  with  Gen.  Frank  Pierce.  He  was  appointed 
Brigadier  General  by  President  Polk  under  tl^e  ten  regi¬ 
ment  bill.  The  first  action  in  which  I  knew  of  his  par¬ 
ticipating  was  the  bloody  battle  of  Contreras.  I  fought 
in  that  battle,  and  I  speak  of  my  personal  knowledge 
when  I  say  that  his  gallant  conduct  on  that  occasion  was 
the  subject  of  remark  throughout  the  army.  Gen.  Scott 
speaks  of  him  in  the  highest  terms  in  his  dispatches. 

“  Gen.  Pierce  was  very  popular,  not  only  with  his  fel- 
low-ofiicers,..but  with  tlie  common  soldiers.  His  demo¬ 
cratic  feelings  and  frank,  open  manner,  endeared  him  to 
the  rank  and  file.  Gen.  Scott  was  always  the  gentleman, 
but  a  common  man  was  never  at  ease  in  his  presence,  for 
he  was  chilled  under  the  cold  and  distant  manner  of  the 
aristocrat.  He  was  never  popular  with  the  army.  If 
Gen.  Scott  should  be  nominated  against  Gen.  Pierce,  and 
the  army  had  the  decision  of  the  question,  Frank  Pierce 
would  be  the  next  President  of  the  United  States.  He 
would  get  four-fifths  of  the  army  against  the  commander- 


230 


A  OTHER  PORTRAIT  OE  GEN.  PIERCE. 


in-chief.  I  rejoice  in  Gen.  Pierce’s  nomination.  He  is 
a  glorious  specimen  of  a  man.  The  more  the  people 
know  of  him,  the  more  they  v,^ill  learn  to  love  him.” 


GEN.  SCOTT  ON  NATUEALISATION. 

Gen.  Scott’s  sixteen  years  study  of  Naturalisation,  and 
his  half  dozen  changes  of  opinion,  are  thus  summed  up 
by  the  Washington  Union  : — 

Fi/rst.  That  Gen.  Scott  has  made  the  naturalisation  laws 
a  capital  topic  of  his  political  reflection  since  1835,  and 
that  he  has  written  more  about  it  than  about  any  other 
political  topic  whatever. 

Secondly.  That  for  thirteen  years,  from  1835  to  1848, 
he  inclined  to  the  total  disfranchisement  of  foreign-born 
citizens,  by  a  total  repeal  of  the  naturalisation  laws. 

Thirdly.  That  in  1840  he  framed  the  organisation  of  a 
part^  to  accomplish  that  object. 

■  Fourthly.  That  he  continued  to  be  of  this  mind  until 
1848,  when  Native-Americanism  and  the  Philadelphia 
movement”  had  become  unpopular,  and  until  a  nomina¬ 
tion  for  the  Presidency  was  coming  off. 

Fifthly.  That  Gen.  Scott’s  views  on  the  whole  subject 
then  underwent  a  sudden  and  wonderful  change ;  that 
this  change  of  views  in  favour  of  foreign-born  citizens  is 
placed  by  Gen.  Scott  expressly  on  the  ground  of  their 
military  conduct  in  Mexico. 

And  Sixthly.  That,  in  view  of  that  conduct,  he,  in  his 
letter  acceptin^^  the  whig  nomination  and  platform, 
pledges  himselt  to  recommend  a  measure  of  odious  and 
invidious  discrimination  in  favor  of  foreigners  serving  in 
the  army  and  navy,  which  is  utterly  repugnant  to  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  utterly  unknown  to 
the  party  platform  on  which  he  accepts  the  nomination . 


ANOTHER  PORTRAIT  OF  GEN.  PIERCE. 

The  last,  and  by  far  the  hest  picture  of  Gen.  Pierce, 
has  just  been  published  by  J.  P.  Baldwin,  of  New-York 
city.  It  is  a  half  length  mezzotint  engraving,  is  a  re¬ 
markably  good  likeness,  and  a  very  fine  piece  of  art. 
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KEW-YORK  AND  BUFFALO  CENTRAL  RAILROAD— 

VIA  ALBANY  AND  TEOY. 

At  this  time  of  steamboat  disasters,  we  feel  it  a  plea¬ 
sure  as  well  as  a  duty  to  call  the  attention  of  travellers  to 
the  great  speed,  perfect  regularity  and  watchful  care  of 
the  JLigJitning  Express  on  the  Hudson  Tliver,  Albany  and 
Schenectady,  Utica  and  Schenectady,  Syracuse  and  Utica, 
Rochester  and  Syracuse,  and  the  Rochester  and  Buflalo 
Rail-Roads. 

These  most  admirably  managed  Rail-Roads  are  run¬ 
ning  their  cars  over  this  route  at  the  rate  of  40  miles  per 
hour.  ^Vatc}lmen  are  stationed  at  short  intervals  along 
the  whole  route  to  p'r event  accident  and  heep  the  tram 
clear  of  incwnbrances.  The  conductors  are  polite  and 
obliging.  The  haggage  is  checlced  for  any  pointy  and  the 
traveller'  relieved  f  rom  all  anxiety^  charge  or  imposition 
with  regard  to  it.  A  person  leaving  New-York  may  take 
the  train  from  Chambers-street,  New-York,  at  6  o’clock 
A.  M.,  arrive  in  Albany  in  four  houi-s,  and  reach  Buf¬ 
falo  the  .same’ evening  in  time  for  the  8  o’clock  boat 
for  Detroit.  The  train  leaving  at  1  o’clock  p.  m.,  runs 
at  the  same  speed.  These  trains  at  all  times  connect  and 
insure  to  the  traveller  the  utmost  speed,  com  fort  and 
cheapness  of  travelling  known  to  any  roads  in  the  United 
States — the  fare  being  less  than  two  cents  per  mile. 

We  have  been  led  to  these  remarks  by  no  solicitations 
or  suggestions,  but  from  a  conviction  that  we  should  be 
doing  an  actual  service  to  the  travelling  community  by 
calling  their  attention  to  the  facts  above  stated, 

TO  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARIES  AND 
SUBSCRIBERS. 

You  a/re  pa/rtimla/rly  requested  to  give  U8  in  for¬ 
mation  of  every  oiyanisation  in  your  section.^  the 
name  of  its  officers.^  the  Mnd  of  organisation,  which 
exists.,  the  result  of  aruy  and  every  can/vass  udiich  has 
leen  or  may  he  made.,  and  the  changes  which  home 
oemt/rred.  Your  early  compliance  with  this  request 
will  confer  a  special  favor  on  the  Jefferson  Union, 
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HORATIO  SEYMOUR, 

THE  DEMOCRATIC  NOMINEE  FOR  GOVERNOR. 

Under  the  guidance  of  Jackson,  Calhoun,  Wright,  Ben¬ 
ton,  Yan  Buren,  Cass,  and  Buchanan,  the  democratic 
party  has  enjoyed  a  mighty  leadership  in  the  elucidation 
(md  establishment  of  those  great  practical  principles  which 
it  has  impressed  upon  the  government  of  this  country.  In 
Webster,  Clay,  and  Adams,  the  whig  party  has  found 
its  strength,  its  ornament  and  its  honor.  For  the  last 
quarter  of  a  century,  whenever  a  new  question  has  arisen 
to  agitate  the  country,  the  opinions  of  the  above  named 
sages  have  sufficed  to  quiet  excitement  or  to  marshal  op¬ 
posing  parties  for  the  contest.  The  overshadowing  influ¬ 
ence  of  this  splendid  galaxy  of  statesmen  is  well  nigh  dis¬ 
sipated,  and  it  is  both  meet  and  necessary  that  another 
class  of  men  be  now  advanced  to  occupy  if  not  to  fill  the 
increasing  void. 

The  whig  party  abandoned  Clay  for  Gen.  Harrison, 
Webster  for  Gen.  Scott,  and  both  for  Gen.  Taylor  ;  a 
thrice  told  confession  that  men  who  have  nothing  but 
whig  statesmanship  to  recommend  them  are  too  weak  to 
come  before  the  people. 

The  democratic  party  has  ever  evinced  its  confidence 
in  the  inherent  strength  of  the  principles  of  the  party  to 
command  success,  and  has  not  depended  upon  extraneous 
qualifications  in  the  character  of  its  nominees  to  render 
them  available.  The  recent  presidential  nomination  is 
the  selection  of  one  of  the  most  prominent  statesmen  of 
the  party.  Investigation  has  shown  that  the  charge  that 
Franklin  Pierce  was  unknown  could  only  have  been  made 
by  those  who  were  themselves  unknowing, 
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The  nomination  of  Horatio  Seymour  for  Govornor  of 
the  State  of  New-York,  is  likewise  the  selection  of  one  of 
the  most  prominent  men  of  the  party,  whose  strength  and 
popularity  are  derived  chiefly  from  a  constant  and  able 
advocacy  of  democratic  principles  and  efficient  services  in 
bringing  the  party  together  in  order  that  those  principles 
may  again  predominate  both  in  the  state  and  in  the  na¬ 
tion. 

An  earnest  and  increasing  desire  for  rennion  has  been 
felt  by  the  mass  of  the  party  for  the  last  three  years. 
Neither  section  had  at  any  time  exhibited  any  intent  or 
desire  to  coalesce  with  the  whigs ;  both  had  ever  confi¬ 
dently  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  all  should  again 
march  on  together.  Each  division  numbered  its  100,000 
voters,  and  both  possessed  very  many  able  and  efficient 
leaders.  The  whole  of  the  best  talent  of  the  party  had 
been  brought  out  by  the  deep  interest  aroused  by  the  con¬ 
flict.  The  Empire  State  never  exhibited  so  brilliant  a 
political  combat.  Bitter  jealousies  were  created  :  deep 
and  apparently  irreconcilable  ill-feeling  was  engendered. 
At  this  crisis,  in  order  to  serve  the  well-being  of  the 
party  and  carry  out  the  wishes  of  the  masses,  it  became 
necessary  to  reconcile  jealousies  and  allay  ill-feeling.  To 
attain  this  end  was  a  difficult  and  delicate  undertaking. 
Upon  the  Cass  section  this  labour  has  chiefly  devolved, 
and  for  its  accomplishment  no  man  has  done  better  ser¬ 
vice  than  the  nominee  for  governor.  The  ordeal  wdiich 
Mr.  Seymour  and  those  who  have  acted  with  him  have 
been  compelled  to  pass  through,  is  one  which  taxes  the 
highest  grade  of  ability,  and  out  of  which  no  man  could 
come  forth  successful  who  was  not  eminently  sincere  in 
his  intentions  to  do  right. 

A  well  deserved  tribute  to  the  merits  and  usefulness  of 
men  who  place  themselves  in  such  positions,  and  a  graphic 
description  of  the  dangers  they  incur,  and  the  unjust 
treatment  they  generally  receive,  is  to  be  found  in  a  late 
review  of  Sir  Robert  Peel  and  his  policy.  Speaking  of 
the  measures  which  are  consummated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  whole  country,  by  the  action  of  majorities  formed  by 
the  union  of  numbers  of  conflicting  parties,  it  says  : — 
“  Now,  this  peculiar  character  of  our  progress,  to  which 
must  be  attributed  both  its  durability  and  its  safety,  is 
due  to  a  class  of  men  to  whom  England  owes  more  than 
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to  almost  any  of  her  sons,  and  to  whom  she  is  generally 
most  scandalously  ungrateful,  viz.,  the  liberals  in  the 
conservative  camp,  and  the  conservatives  in  the  liberal 
camp.  Unappreciated  by  the  country — misrepresented 
by  the  press— misconstrued  and  mistrusted  by  their 
friends — suspected  of  meditated  desertion — reproached 
with  virtual  treason — suffering  the  hard  but  invariable 
fate  of  those  who  are  wide  among  the  narrow,  comprehen¬ 
sive  amid  the  hornes^  moderate  among  the  violent,  sober 
among  the  drunken — condemned  to  combat  against  their 
brethren  and  to  fraternise  with  their  antagonists — they 
lead  a  life  of  pain  and  mortification,  and  not  unfrequently 
sink  under  the  load  of  unmerited  obloquy  which  their 
unusual,  and  therefore  unintelligible,  conduct  brings  upon 
them.  The  liberals  call  them  timid  and  lukewarm  Lao- 
diceans ;  the  tories  call  them  crotchetty,  impracticable, 
and  fastidious.  They  do  the  hardest  duty  of  the  consci¬ 
entious  patriot,  and  are  rewarded  by  the  bitterest  abuso 
that  could  be  lavished  on  the  common  enemy.” 

The  democratic  party  of  the  State  of  New-York,  by  its 
nomination  and  renomination  of  Mr.  Seymour,  has  reliev¬ 
ed  itself  from  the  charge  of  ingratitude,  and  has  thereby 
shown  to  the  world  that  it  appreciates  and  will  reward 
the  conscientious  patriotism  which  dictates  a  course  of 
conciliation  for  the  good  of  the  whole  party. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  elected  to  the  Assembly  in  1841,  hia 
term  of  office  commencing  January  1st,  1842.  The  As¬ 
sembly  of  that  year  was  an  uncommonly  strong  one ; 
among  its  members  were  numbered  Michael  Hoffman, 
Gen.  I)ix,  John  A.  Lott,  George  A.  Simmons,  John  W. 
Tamlin,  Lemuel  Stetson,  Levi  S.Chatfield,  George  R.  Da¬ 
vis,  Halsey  Rogers,  John  Cramer,  Calvin  T.  Hurlbut, 
Zilea  A.  Leland,  Charles  Humphrey  and  Aphaxad  Loomis. 
Mr.  Seymour  at  once  took  prominent  position  among 
those  prominent  men.  Judge  Hammond,  in  his  political 
history  of  Hew-York,  referring  to  Mr.  Seymour  at  this 
time,  says,  “We  have  seldom  known  a  man  who  posses¬ 
sed  higher  and  better  qualifications  for  usefulness  and 
success  in  a  popular  government  than  Horatio  Seymour. 
Kind  and  social  by  nature,  affable  in  his  deportment,  pos¬ 
sessing  a  shrewd,  discerning  mind,  fluent  and  at  times  elo¬ 
quent  in  debate,  enlarged  in  his  views,  liberal  almost  to 
a  fault  to  his  opponents,  and  fascinating  in  his  address,  no 


238 


HORATIO  SEYMOUR* 


man  seemed  better  calculated  to  acquire  an  influence  in 
a  legislative  body  than  he,  and  few,  indeed,  at  his  time  of 
life,  have,  in  fact,  acquired  a  better  standing  or  more  sub¬ 
stantial  moral  power.  He  had  early  made  himself  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  great  and  varied  interests  of  the  State 
of  Hew- York,  an  acquisition  which  aided  him  much  in 
debate,  and  gave  him  an  advantage  over  older  members, 
and  which  at  the  same  time  enabled  him  to  render  ser¬ 
vices  in  legislation  highly  useful  and  beneficial  to  the 
State.” 

During  the  session  of  1842,  Mr.  Seymour  co-operated 
with  Michael  Hoffman,  and  others,  in  the  establishment 
of  the  financial  policy  of  that  year.  In  the  spring  of 
1842,  being  then  only  30  years  of  age,  he  was  elected 
Mayor  of  the  city  of  Utica,  though  the  whigs  at  the  time 
were  largely  in  the  ascendant ;  a  proof  that  his  course  in 
the  legislature  had  in  no  wise  injured  his  well  established 
popularity. 

In  1844,  Mr.  Seymour  and  Mr.  Hoffman  were  again 
members  of  the  Assembly,  and  differed  in  their  views  in 
regard  to  canal  policy,  Mr.  Seymour  being  more  favora¬ 
ble  to  appropriations  for  canal  improvements  than  Mr. 
Hoffman.  The  various  debates  on  this  subject  which  oc¬ 
curred  during  this  session,  and  in  which  Messrs.  Hoffman 
and  Seymour  participated,  exhibited  great  power  and  elo¬ 
quence.  The  contrast  in  their  manner  of  sustaining  their 
positions  was  very  marked.  Both  were  manly,  dignified 
and  sincere :  Hoffman,  bold,  direct  and  severe  as  a  Ko- 
man ;  Seymour,  prudent,  cogent  and  courteous.  The 
severity  of  the  former  was  less  calculated  to  win  over  to 
his  views  those  who  disagreed  with  him  in  opinion,  than 
the  mildness  of  the  latter  to  effect  the  co-operation  of  men 
of  moderate  opinions.  Mr.  Seymour  always  commanded 
the  favorable  attention  even  of  those  with  whom  he  dif¬ 
fered.  It  is  alike  creditable  to  both,  however,  that  they 
came  out  of  the  contest  with  increased  feelings  of  kind¬ 
ness  and  respect  for  each  other. 

The  Keport  of  the  committee  on  Canals  of  this  session, 
of  which  committee  Mr.  Seymour  was  chairman,  is  com¬ 
plimented  by  Judge  Hammond  in  the  following  terms  : 
“  We  do  not  hesitate  to  pronounce  it  one  of  the  ablest 
and  best  written  documents  ever  presented  to  a  legislative 
body.  From  the  able  and  masterly  review  that  it  takes 
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of  our  system  of  internal  improvements,  the  great  mass 
of  well-arranged  facts  it  contains,  its  lucid,  candid,  liberal 
and  able  reasoning,  and  brief  but  intelligent  picture  it 
presents  of  the  finances  of  the  state ;  it  will  amply  re¬ 
ward  any  person  for  the  time  which  the  perusal  of  it 
would  occupy.  It  ought  to  be  read  by  every  statesman 
and  legislator  who  desires  to  be  acquainted  with  the  situ¬ 
ation  of  the  public  works,  and  financial  condition  of  the 
state,  in  the  year  1844.”  The  following  are  the  conclud¬ 
ing  paragraphs  of  the  report : — 

“  The  present  perioi  is  eminently  favorable  to  the  establishment 
of  a  system  of  improvements  which  shall  not  conflict  with  the  rapid 
payment  of  our  great  liabilities.  But  to  accomplish  this  the  subject 
must  be  approached  and  treated  with  the  fairness  and  candor  its 
importance  demands.  If,  stimulated  by  success,  we  have  in  a  period 
of  excitement  and  delusion  exceeded  the  bounds  of  prudence  and 
discretion,  we  have  but  fallen  into  the  errors  which  ever  attend 
upon  the  progress  of  human  enterprises.  The  errors  we  have 
committed  are  not  without  their  utility  or  profitable  teachings.  The 
corruptions  of  extravagance  and  the  bitter  consequences  of  indebted¬ 
ness  have  produced  their  own  correctives,  and  public  opinion,  admo¬ 
nished  by  the  past,  has  returned  to  its  accustomed  and  healthful 
channels,  from  which  it  will  not  be  readily  diverted.  There  is  no 
portion  of  our  citizens  who  desire  to  increase  our  state  indebtedness, 
or  to  do  aught  to  the  detriment  of  our  common  interests,  when  they 
are  shown  the  evils  that  inevitably  follow  in  the  train  of  borrowing 
large  sums  of  money,  to  be  repaid  perhaps  in  periods  of  pecuniary 
distress  and  embarrassement.  But  just  views  of  political  economy 
are  not  to  be  disseminated  by  harsh  denunciations,  which  create  the 
suspicion  that  there  is  more  of  hostility  to  the  interests  of  those 
assailed  than  an  honest  desire  to  protect  the  treasury  of  the  State, 
l^either  is  it  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  any  considerable  number 
of  our  citizens  are  opposed  to  the  extension  of  our  canals  when  U 
can  be  efiected  by  the  aid  of  the  surplus  revenues. 

“  The  issue  that  has  been  made  between  improvements  oh  the 
one  hand  and  finances  on  the  other  is  a  false  and  unnatural  one. 
And  if  the  <?ommittee  have  succeeded  in  establishing  the  truth  of 
their  positions  we  may  and  should  have  in  this  State  a  liberal  sptem 
of  internal  improvements  furnishing  the  elements  of  and  predicated 
upon  a  sound  financial  policy.’* 

Mr.  Seymour  brought  in  a  bill  in  accordance  with  the 
views  of  this  report,  which  passed  both  houses. 

In  1845,  Mr.  Seymour  was  elected  Speaker  of  the  As¬ 
sembly,  and  presided  over  its  deliberations  with  a  dignity, 
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energy  and  amenity  that  gave  general  satisfaction.  Dur¬ 
ing  this  session  the  bill  providing  for  a  revision  of  the 
constitution  was  adopted.  There  was  a  general  desire  to 
amend  the  constitution.  Many,  however,  and  Mr.  Sey¬ 
mour  among  the  number,  desired  that  this  should  be  done 
in  the  mode  pointed  out  by  the  old  constitution.  The  de¬ 
bates  on  this  subject  were  powerful  and  eloquent.  The 
following  extract  from  Mr.  Seymour’s  closing  speech  on 
this  subject  is  a  fair  specimen  of  his  felicitous  manner  in 
debate  : 

“  If  a  bill  can  be  passed  which  shall  be  in  accordance  with  the 
principles  pf  our  government — which  *shall  recognize  the  doctrine 
that  a  majority  of  the  people  shall  govern — that  sovereignty  resides 
with  the  people — which  shall  in  a  fair,  manly  and  open  manner, 
indicate  the  objects  of  those  who  contend  for  it,  I  shall  be  willing 
to  give  it  my  support.  I  have  reflected  on  the  subject  with  anxiety 
— feeling  the  importance  of  this  measure  to  the  well-being  of  our 
State.  God  knows  I  have  endeavored  to  act  on  it  solely  with  a 
view  to  the  best  interests  and  highest  happiness  of  our  common 
constituents.  And  to  those  who  differ  from  me  I  accord  an  equal 
degree  of  consideration — an  equally  honest  desire  to  promote  the 
interests  of  those  who  have  instrusted  us  with  power.  And  I  will 
only  express  the  hope  that  in  approaching  this  subject,  all  pride  of 
opinion  will  be  laid  aside — all  personal  and  political  objects  over¬ 
looked — and  that  we  shall  be  actuated  only  by  a  wish  to  consul! 
the  best  interests  of  the  great  and  glorious  State  whose  represei> 
tatives  we  are.” 

With  the  session  of  ’45,  closed  Mr.  Seymour’s  legisla¬ 
tive  career.  The  dissensions  which  have  since  prevailed 
in  the  party  have  proved  very  disastrous  to  the  best  inte¬ 
rests  of  our  state :  to  heal  these  divisions  has  been  the  para¬ 
mount  object  of  desire  among  all  good  democrats,  and  for 
its  accomplishment  no  one  has  more  zealously  labored  than 
Mr.  Seymour.  The  benefit  to  the  party  of  the  progress 
that  has  been  made  towards  union  is  seen  and  felt  in  the 
transfer  of  the  state  offices  from  whig  to  democratic  hands, 
and  in  the  assurance  that  it  has  given  to  the  democracy 
of  the  Union  that  New-York  can  and  will  cast  its  electo¬ 
ral  vote  for  the  democratic  nominees  in  the  approaching 
presidential  election. 

•  In  1850,  Mr.  Seymour  was  unanimously  nominated  as 
the  candidate  for  Governor,  and  failed  of  an  election  by 
about  200  votes,  his  competitor,  Gov.  Hunt,  being  elected 


HORATIO  SEYMOUR. 


241 


bj  the  smallest  majority  ever  received  by  a  gubernatorial 
candidate  in  this  state.  Had  the  event  of  the  election 
been  otherwise,  the  state  would  have  been  saved  from  the 
evils  which  have  arisen  from  the  attempt  made  to  estab¬ 
lish  a  system  of  careless,  extravagant  and  unconstitutional 
legislation,  under  the  plea  of  favoring  the  more  immedi¬ 
ate  completion  of  the  canals. 

The  canal  bill,  which  the  Court  of  Appeals  has  now 
pronounced  unconstitutional  and  void,  was  the  creature 
of  this  policy.  The  practical  effect  of  its  adoption  would 
have  been  to  absorb  the  revenues  devoted  to  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  canals  without  accomplishing  the  object ; 
to  expend  the  public  funds  in  so  hasty  a  manner  as  to 
preclude  economy  ;  to  authorise  the  issue  of  a  paper  cur¬ 
rency  on  a  questionable  and  precarious  basis ;  to  retard 
the  final  completion  of  the  canals  to  an  indefinite  period ; 
compel  a  long  continued  imposition  of  high  rates  of  toll, 
and  consume  the  canal  revenues  in  the  payment  of  inte¬ 
rest.  The  political  effect  of  its  adoption  would  have  beenr 
demoralising  in  the  extreme  to  tlie  politics  of  the  state ; 
detrimental  beyond  question  to  the  democratic  party,  and 
subversive  alike  of  all  respect  for  constitutions  or  for 
laws. 

To  this  scheme,  so  disastrous  to  the  party,  the  canals, 
the  currency,  and  the  state,  Mr.  Seymour  was  in  favor  of 
using  all  constitutional  weapons  of  resistance.  Friends 
had  feared  and  opponents  asserted  that  this  firm  and  up¬ 
right  position  would  displease  those  portions  of  the  state 
through  which  the  canals  passed,  but  these  fears  were  dis¬ 
pelled  and  such  assertions  most  emphatically  rebutted  by 
the  unanimous  re-nomination  of  Mr.  Seymour  at  Syracuse, 
after  the  first  ballot  had  shown  that  he  commanded  the 
support  of  almost  every  canal  district  in  the  state.  (See 
annexed  article  from  Journal  of  Commerce^  The  sup¬ 
port  received  from  those  supposed  to  be  most  interested 
in  the  canals  was  a  compliment  due  to  Mr.  Seymour  for 
the  true  and  judicious  friendship  he  has  ever  evinced  for 
the  public  works  ;  a  friendshiji  far  more  real  and  benefi¬ 
cial  than  that  of  those  who  would  squander  the  revenues 
for  partisan  purposes,  and  refused  to  submit  the  question 
of  the  merits  and  constitutionality  of  their  project  either 
to  the  courts  or  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Seymour  was  appointed  one  of  the  delegates  from 
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the  state  at  large  to  the  late  Baltimore  convention.  His 
course,  both  before  and  at  the  convention,  was  marked 
bj  characteristic  generosity  and  fairness.  A  desire  to 
give  all  shades  of  opinion  full  presentation  induced  Gov, 
Marcj  and  his  friends  to  make  no  oppostion  to  the  choice 
of  delegates  by  districts,  and  it  was  in  accordance  with 
this  policy  that  the  majority  of  the  ISTew-York  delegation 
abstained  from  casting  the  whole  vote  of  the  state  at  Bal¬ 
timore,  although,  by  the  resolution  of  the  Convention,  the 
majority  in  the  delegations  from  each  state  were  authorised 
so  to  do.  If  such  acts  of  moderation  are  reciprocated 
among  those  who  differ,  confidence  and  harmony  will 
soon  be  restored  to  the  party :  each  individual  democrat 
in  the  state  may,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will,  both  by  word 
and  deed,  contribute  his  mite  to  the  common  treasury  of 
good  feeling. 

Thus  much  in  regard  to  Mr.  Seymour  as  a  politician : 
as  an  orator  he  has  few  equals — polished,  decorous,  fluent 
and  argumentative,  with  great  powers  of  ratiocination; 
warm  and  enthusiastic  in  his  feelings  and  brilliant  in  his 
wit,  he  is  enabled  to  exercise  great  influence  with  his 
hearers,  whether  in  deliberative  or  mixed  assemblies.  As 
a  private  citizen  his  portrait  cannot  be  too  highly  colored : 
of  unblemished  morality,  universally  kind  and  charitable, 
dignified,  yet  easy  of  access,  and  ever  ready  to  assist  others ; 
with  a  head  full  of  good  thoughts,  a  heart  overflowing 
with  kind  feelings,  and  hands  not  only  open  but  well  ac¬ 
customed  to  benevolent  deeds,  he  occupies  a  large  and 
strong  position  in  the  atfections  of  the  whole  community. 
As  a  citizen  of  l^ew  York,  Mr.  Seymour  is  justly  proud 
of  his  native  state,  and  nothing  that  would  advance  its 
interests  is  foreign  to  his  hopes  and  desires.  The  follow¬ 
ing  reflections,  taken  from  the  annual  address  at  the  late 
State  Fair,  will  be  an  appropriate  closing  of  this  notice  of 
its  author : — 

*  If  we  reflect  upon  the  prospects  of  our  own  great  State,  we 
shall  see  that  the  present  is  an  era  in  the  history  of  its  progress  ; 
a  point  of  time  from  which  we  shall  have  to  contend  with  intelli¬ 
gent  zeal  for  the  preservation  of  present  advantages,  and  for  the 
promotion  of  its  great  interests. 

“  Placed  at  a  point  where  an  opening  through  the  lofty  range  of 
mountains  which  divides  our  country  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to 
the  northern  lakes,  into  two  great  sections,  gives  us  the  key  to  the 
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commerce  of  a  vast  and  fertile  region  watered  by  tbe  Mississippi 
and  its  confluents,  we  are  in  tbe  possession  of  the  most  important 
avenue  of  trade  to  be  found  upon  the  face  of  the  globe.  The 
route  of  the  Red  Sea,  and  the  Valley  of  the  Nile,  which  the  eagle 
eye  of  Alexander  the  Great  selected  as  controlling  the  seat  of 
empire ;  which  the  grasping  ambition  of  Napoleon  coveted,  and 
which  now  constitutes  a  feverish  subject  for  European  diplomacy, 
is  less  important  than  the  passage  which  the  Hudson  has  worn 
through  the  Alleghanian  ridge.  To  secure  the  full  benefits  of  our 
position  we  must  pursue  a  wise,  judicious  and  enlightened  policy 
which  will  bring  our  system  of  internal  improvements  to  successful 
completion,  and  make  our  Canals  the  cheapest  and  most  convenient 
avenues  to  the  markets  of  the  Atlantic  coast  and  the  maritime 
world.  By  the  exercise  of  a  spirit  of  enterprise  tempered  by  judi¬ 
cious  economy,  we  can  defeat  all  efforts  to  divert  from  our  State  the 
important  and  enriching  stream  of  domestic  commerce.  The  farmers 
of  New  York  have  to  contend  with  domestic  as  well  as  foreign 
competition.  The  settlement  of  our  State  and  the  construction  of 
our  canals,  which  give  us  avenues  to  market,  so  much  affected  the 
agriculture  of  the  Eastern  States  that  they  were  compelled  k* 
become  manufacturing  communities.  The  tide  of  emigration  which 
has  filled  the  west  with  laboring  inhabitants,  in  turn  now  subjects 
us  to  the  competition  of  fresh  and  fertile  soils.  Our  manufactories, 
but  recently  established,  have  to  contend  with  the  superior  expe¬ 
rience  and  capital  of  New  England.  If  these  views  are  correct,  then 
the  condition  of  these  two  great  industrial  pursuits  call  for  the 
exertion  of  all  their  energies  and  skill.  The  agriculturist  must,  if 
possible,  increase  his  productions  by  increased  skill,  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  ;  and  the  manufacturer  sustain  his  interests  by  every  effort  of 
ingenuity  and  enterprise  ;  but  above  all,  they  must  be  stimulated, 
encouraged  and  applauded  by  a  public  sentiment  which  shall  spring 
from  a  just  appreciation  of  their  condition  and  value.  If  this  is 
done,  we  shall « place  our  State  on  that  firm  footing  of  prosperity 
which  can  only  be  obtained  by  the  stern  and  successful  struggle 
with  vigorous  competition,  giving  nerve  and  muscle  and  compact 
strength.  To  render  our  nation  great,  it  must  breathe  forth  a  spirit 
of  patriotism,  of  virtue  and  intelligence.  To  render  our  State  one 
of  the  most  honored  members  of  our  great  confederacy,  it  must 
honor  its  industrial  pursuits,  and  stimulate  our  artizans  and  husband¬ 
men  by  a  just  applause  of  that  spirit  which  works  out  prosperity 
by  honest  toil  and  manly  energy.  Do  we  wish  to  make  the  town 
of  our  abodes  distinguished  for  morality,  intelligence  and  beauty,  we 
must  be  the  liberal  supportei’s  and  earnest  advocates  of  those  insti¬ 
tutions  which  should  adorn  every  city  and  village  throughout  the 
land  ;  whose  influence  shall  vivify  and  improve  every  department 
of  local  or  national  affairs.  If,  actuated  by  an  honorable  ambition, 
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we  seek  a  useful  position  in  society,  we  will  in  all  respects  endeavor 
to  create  on  all  subjects,  a  sound  public  sentiment,  and  we  shall 
find  the  effort, like  the  quality  of  mercy,  “twice  blessed.” 

HORATIO  SEYMOUR  AND  THE  CANAL  POLICY. 

The  people  along  the  line  of  the  canals  have  evidently  come  to 
the  determination  to  reject  and  repudiate  the  late  unconstitutional 
proceedings  in  regard  to  the  canals,  and  to  accomplish  their  enlarge¬ 
ment  by  legitimate,  honest  legislation.  This  is  satisfactorily  shown 
by  the  nomination  of  Horatio  Seymour  for  Governor.  The  friends 
of  the  late  law  for  the  enlargement  had  endeavored  to  cultivate  'the 
impression  throughout  the  State,  that  in  consequence  of  his  oppo* 
sition  to  that  law,  he  had  become  very  unpopular  along  the  lines  of 
the  public  works,  and  that  it  would  hence  be  unwise  to  nominate 
him  ;  but  on  examination  of  the  vote  in  the  Convention,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  people  most  interested  in  the  speedy  completion  of 
these  works,  have '  all  voted  for  Seymour  as  their  candidate.  He 
was  supported  by  the  counties  of  Erie,  Niagara,  Orleans,  Monroe, 
Wayne,  Ontario,  Seneca,  Cayuga,  Onondaga,  Madison,  Oneida, 
Herkimer,  and  Schenectady,  on  the  line  of  the  Erie  canal ;  and  by 
the  counties  of  Lewis  and  Oneida,  on  the  Black  River ;  Oneida  and 
Madison,  on  the  Chenango  ;  Yates  and  Chemung,  on  the  Cayuga 
and  Seneca ;  and  Livingston  and  Alleghany,  on  the  Genesee  Valley 
Canal. 

This  vote  shows  unusual  unanimity  of  sentiment  in  the  canal 
districts.  He  was  sustained  by  delegates  from  every  county  on  the 
Erie  Canal  except  Albany.  Can  any  evidence  be  stronger  that  the 
people  approve  of  the  course  he  took  on  the  subject  of  the  enlarge¬ 
ment  of  the  canals?  He  was  always  in  favor  of  their  speedy 
completion  in  a  constitutional  way,  and  when  the  subject  was  dis¬ 
cussed  eight  months  ago,  he  took  that  ground,  and  in  opposition  to 
legislative  corruption.  In  no  proper  sense  was  he  or  the  Democratic 
party  ever  opposed  to  the  enlargement ;  and  that,  the  people  now 
undei-stand.  The  Democratic  party,  on  the  contrary,  is  zealously 
for  this  policy,  legally  and  constitutionally  carried  out. 

(W.  V.  Journal  of  Commerce*) 
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We  call  to  the  bar  the  present  whig  administration,  to 
answer  to  its  country  for  the  weakest — or  wickedest — sacri- 
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fice  of  a  good  national  interest  that  we  have  on  record  in 
our  history. 

But  to  understand  the  full  hearing  of  these  derelictions 
it  is  necessary  to  turn  back  upon  tho  path  of  history,  and 
trace  distinctly  the  magnitude  of  the  interests  sacrificed, 
as  well  as  the  manner  of  the  sacrifice. 

As  the  possessors  of  Oregon  and  California,  the  Union 
most  imperatively  needed  the  best  obtainable  route  to  the 
Pacific.  The  elder  states  could  not  dispense  with  a  sin¬ 
gle  link  that  bound  them  to  their  magnificent  young  sis¬ 
ters  on  the  opposite  ocean,  for  union  is  the  life-blood  of 
our  power. 

As  a  great  producing  power,  the  confederated  repub¬ 
lic  perceived  a  vital  and  primary  want  in  every  chasm  in 
tile  means  of  transit  and  exchange  between  the  manufac¬ 
turing  and  grain-raising  states  on  its  eastern  seas  and  lakes 
and  the  gold-yielding  fields  of  its  mining  states. 

This  bond  of  union  and  interchange,  this  medium  of 
rapid  communication  and  prompt  community  of  thought, 
was  marked  by  the  finger  of  a  kindly  Providence  at  the 
Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  where  a  narrow  strip  of  land 
scarcely  holds  asunder  our  own  Mexican  Gulf  and  the  Pa¬ 
cific  Ocean,  as  if  but  waiting  the  word  from  our  enter¬ 
prising  people  to  dispart  and  open  to  them  the  treasures 
of  a  new  world.  Fling  the  iron  finger  of  a  railroad  across 
this  barrier,  and  San  Francisco  is  but  sixteen  days  from 
New-York,  St.  Louis  and  Cincinnatti,  exchanging  daily 
with  them  all  salutations  of  traffic  and  good  will,  buying 
freely  from  each  its  peculiar  products,  and  fertilising  our 
northern  industry  with  the  golden  rain  of  her  mineral 
treasures.  ^ 

Our  adventurous  commerce  wanted  but  this  near  gate 
to  the  Pacific,  to  bear  oft*  through  it  an  annual  tide  of 
forty  millions  of  dollars,  which  is  now  controlled  by  the 
mercantile  energy  of  England,  and  endow  American  en¬ 
terprise  with  its  wealth.  China,  the  East  Indies,  and  all 
the  vast  line  of  profitable  trafiic.that  encircles  the  Pacific 
and  Indian  Oceans,  will  save  so  immensely  in  time  and 
distance,  and  so  assuredly  leave  all  other  routes  to  us  on 
the  direct  line — if  it  were  but  open  to  our  efforts — that 
Tehuantepec  may  be  truly  called  the  cap-stone  of  the 
American  arch  of  power.  Besting  its  foundation  pillars 
on  either  ocean,  and  towering  to  the  skies  in  colossal 
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grandeur,  there  is  yet  wanting  the  last  crowning  adorn¬ 
ment  to  bring  them  together  and  close  in  one  stupendous 
and  imperishable  whole  the  union  of  the  Pacific  and  At¬ 
lantic  states,  i^o  patriot  heart  will  try  to  estimate  in  cold 
arithmetic  the  value  of  this  fair  union  of  the  distant  east 
with  the  extreme  west,  but  all  will  count  it  a  noble  and 
blessed  thing  when  it  is  harmonious  and  complete.  Yet, 
until  they  are  wedded  by  a  ring  which  no  other  nation 
shall  have  the  power  to  break  apart,  the  espousals  are  not 
complete.  It  lays  under  our  hand  and  is  our  rightful 
charge,  yet  we  stand  in  shivering  irresolution,  seeing  the 
value  and  urgency  of  the  ofiPering  ;  but  afraid,  we  know 
not  why,  to  assume  our  lawful  prize.  A  child  may  pencil 
on  the  map  this  precious  bridal  ring  of  eternal  troth,  for 
nature  has  marked  it  with  unmistakable  distinctness  on 
the  map  of  North  America. 

Follow  up  the  Mississippi  to  the  overland  route  to  the 
Pacific,  continue  to  the  Isthmus  of  Tehuantepec,  cross  it 
and  the  Gulf  and  close  the  magic  circle  at  the  place  of 
beginning,  on  the  waters  of  the  mighty  river  so  rightfully 
termed  the  “Union-preserver.”  No  other  isthmus  route 
inlets  into  our  own  peculiar  and  steam-guarded  sea,  and 
is  not  therefore  securely,  permanently  and  independently 
our  own,  and  it  necessarily  follows  that  no  other  can  be¬ 
come  a  reliable  portion  of  the  national  circlet  of  union, 
Panama  and  Nicaragua  cannot,  though  both  are  pearls 
of  price  in  our  commercial  chaplet — for  they  lay  under 
the  guns  of  our  especial  and  avowed  rival  for  the  supre¬ 
macy  of  the  sea,  the  most  daring  and  energetic  maritime 
power  on  the  globe,  in  one  word,  at  the  command  of 
England,  who  admits  with  jealous  bitterness  that  every 
forward  step  we  make  on  this  continent  is  so  much  lost 
to  her  power,  lays  in  the  embrace  of  the  Union,  but  the 
other  Isthmus  routes  are  almost  as  fully  under  her  sceptre 
as  any  of  her  colonies. 

Possessed  by  public  and  distracted  governments  and 
placed  on  the  southern  edge  of  the  Carribean  sea,  which 
is  fenced  in  by  a  close  chain  of  islands  colonized  and 
owned  by  Europe,  and  guarded  around  by  vigilant  fleets 
that  love  not  us  or  our  institutions,  these  highways  may 
be  closed  upon  us  in  whatever  day  such  a  measure  may 
suit  the  policy  of  Europe  ;  and  to  force  a  passage  for  our 
trade  and  travel  through  hostile  squadrons  would  cost  u» 
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an  outlay  sufficiently  to  open  Tehuantepec  and  make  it 
our  own  free,  perfect  and  secure  highway  forever.  It  is 
not  girdled  about  and  domenalid  by  a  formidable  cordon 
of  European  ships  and  colonies ;  it  opens  upon  our  thres¬ 
hold  under  the  immediate  control  and  protection  of  our 
steam  marine.  Our  mail,  and  coast,  and  river  boats 
could  be  armed  and  manned  at  the  first  cloud  of  danger, 
efficiently  enough  for  a  short  cruise  in  home  defence  ;  and 
in  such  numbers  that  they  would  sting  to  death,  like  a 
swarm  of  angry,  wasps  every  rash  intruder  on  their  do¬ 
main. 

If  our  pass  of  Tehuantepec  was  threatened,  every  har^ 
bor  and  inlet  of  our  thousand  miles  of  Gulf  coast  would 
pour  forth  its  ready  contingent  for  a  safe  retreat  from  the 
enemy,  and  the  elements  would  be  ever  at  hand  ;  home, 
aid,  shelter,  subsistence,  and  repafts  would  lay  confidently 
within  reach,  while  the  best  navy  in  Europe  would  move 
at  ruinous  disadvantage,  for  it  could  not  force  our  defend¬ 
ers  into  a  decisive  action  while  they  chose  to  elude  it 
But  this  steam  militia  would  in  no ’wise  be  in  a  condition 
to  pursue  a  heavy  well  appointed  naval  force  beyond  our 
own  waters.  The  light  steamers  that  could  easily  be 
prepared  to  defend  the  home  shores  against  the  world, 
would  be  swept  away  in  a  tornado  if  it  pressed  beyond 
its  own  limits  to  attack  the  fieets  of  England  at  Panama 
or  Nicaragua  I  We  would  have  to  create  a  stronger  naval 

Eower  before  we  entered  upon  the  mighty  struggle — and 
ow  vast  the  loss,  how  uncertain  the  results  of  this  delay 
and  expenditure.  The  price  thereof  would  cover  Te¬ 
huantepec  twice  over  and  put  the  Union  in  such  a  posi¬ 
tion  that  it  would  be  a  madness,  quite  out  of  the  range 
of  this  century  of  close  calculation,  in  any  nation  to  pre¬ 
tend  to  an  interference  with  our  paths  of  intercommuni¬ 
cation.  By  what  treason  then,  or  by  what  cowardice,  was 
this  lost  to  us  ? 

OuE  NEXT  NUMBEB  WILL  TELL  THE  SHAMEFUL  6TOEX- 


GEN.  SCOTT  ON  THE  STUMP. 

Gen.  Scott  is  on  a  Western  tour,  for  the  ostensible  purpose  of  discovering  a 
site  for  a  new  military  hospital,  but  rumor  went  abroad  before  him  that  Seward 
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had  made  him  up  a  few  speeches  and  sent  him  off  on  a  race  for  Buncombe, 
But  the  speech  which  the  old  general  made  at  Cleveland,  as  reported  in  the 
N.  Y.  Tribune,  is  certainly  his  own  ;  it  is  Scott  all  over,  and  we  hope  he  will 
have  to  hunt  all  through  the  Western  States  after  his  military  hospital,  making 
just  such  speeches  as  the  one  he  pronounced  at  Cleveland.  The  opening 
flourish  is  so  entirely  Scott  that  Seward  must  give  up  all  claims  to  it : 

“  Fellow  Citizens  ;  When  T  say  fellow  citizens,  I  mean  native  and  adopted 
citizens  as  well  as  all  who  intend  to  become  citizens  of  this  great  and  glorious 
country.” 

Certainly  no  m.an  of  less  wind  and  sail  than  Gen.  Scott  would  ever  launch 
off  into  such  a  magnificent  oratorical  flourish  as  that  of  speaking  at  once,^in 
such  welcoming  tones,  to  all  who  now  are,  “  as  well  as  ioall  who  ever  intend 
to  become  citizens  of  this  great  and  glorious  country  I  ”  “All  the  world 
and  the  rest  of  mankind  ”  may  come  in  now,  such  a  liberalising,  sanctifying 
and  man-loving  eflfect  dose  the  nomination  for  President  have  upon  the  mind 
of  the  old  general.  Before  the  nomination  he  said  ;  “/now?  hesitate  between 
extending  the  period  of  residence  before  naturalization^  and  a  total  repeal 
of  all  acts  on  the  subject — my  mind  inclines  to  the  latter.^^  And  again  h 
said  in  his  letter  to  the  Nation^  Intelligencer,  December,  1844  : 

“Wk  think  wk  ARB  LIBERAL  ENOUGH  when,  in  frovidinci  for 
America,  we  leave  thb  Door  of  Admission  open  to  the  Children  ok 
Forfjgners,  now  abroad,  who  may  hereafter  be  borne  here,  WITHOin’ 
ALLOWING  THEIR  FATHERS  TO  COME  AND  HELP  TO  GOVERN 
US  !  WE,  WHO  ALONE  HAVE  ANY  RIGHT  TO  THINK  ON  THE 

SUBJECT,  CLAIM  THAT  WE  CAN  BEST  GOVERN  OURSELVES,  AND  THE  BETTER 

SUCH  Government  in  the  meantime,  bo  much  the  better  for  the  For¬ 
eigners  WHO  MAY  HEREAFTER  COMB  AMONG  US,  AND  FOR  THEIR  AmERICAN- 
BORN  ChILDRE.N.” 

General  Scott  is  certainly  either  afool  himself,  or  believes  the  masses  of  the 
people,  and  especially  foreigners,  are  fools,  who  can  be  spit  upon  and  tramp¬ 
led  under  foot,  and  afterwards  pacified  by  a  little  flattery  and  soft  soap.  As 
Cardinal  Richelieu  would  say,  his  whole  plan  of  now  flattering  foreigners, 
whom  he  has  abused  his  whole  life,  “  is  glass  and  the  sun  shines  through  it.” 
Gen.  Scott’s  electioneering  stump-speaking,  then,  will  do  good — it  will  show 
the  people  the  man  as  he  is,  and  his  characteristic  silliness  will  stick  out  every¬ 
where,  like  the  ass’s  ears  through  the  lion’s  skin.  One  of  our  Corresponding 
Secretaries  of  Pennsylvania,  in  writing  about  Gen.  Scott’s  journey  through 
that  State,  says, — “  VVe  have  had  Gen.  Scott  here  last  week,  and  even  his  pre¬ 
sence  at  a  ma.ss  meeting  did  not  draw  out  a  large  crowd.  I  think  we  are  the 
gainers  by  the  visit.  Apart  from  the  audacity  of  a  Presidential  Candidate 
making  an  electioneering  tour  so  thinly  disguised  as  this  is.  General  Scott  is  not 
a  man  to  take  with  the  people  any  further  than  they  are  capable  of  being  ope¬ 
rated  upon  by  physic.  1  proportions,” 

The  Whig  party,  which  was  always  low  enough  in  the  scale  of  moral 
dignity,  has  fallen  to  the  bottom  of  the  pit  of  all  manner  of  charlatanry,  hum- 
buggery,  and  stale  devices  to  prop  up  a  rotten  and  sinking  cause.  Send  out 
Gen.  Scott  to  take  stump — he  is  the  best  representative  of  your  stale  and 
shallow  political  frauds  ;  and  will  show  the  people  what  manner  of  trash 
Wliiggery  is  made  of.  Go  ahead ! 
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THE  N.  Y.  TRIBUNE,  AND  THE  YOUNG  MEN 
OP  THE  COUNTRY. 

A  recent  number  of  the  Tribune  contains  an  appeal  to 
young  men  to  support  the  Whig  ticket  The  editor  lays 
down  four  cardinal  propositions,  and  labors  through  two 
columns  to  establish  them.  Here  they  are  : 

**  1.  The,  Whig  party  is  that  of  freedom  and  independ¬ 
ence  of  thought  while  in  the  so-called  Democratic  party 
the  individual  is  subject  to  a  discipline  as  rigid,  and  a 
tyranny  as  infrangible  as  that  of  Russia. 

‘‘  2.  The  Whig  party  is  that  of  moral  principle  and 
national  honor,  as  opposed  to  national  dishonesty  and 
ruftlanisHL 

**  3.  The  Whig  party  is  that  which  labors  for  the  emati- 
cipation  of  other  nations,  and  the  universal  establishment 
of  republican  freedom,  as  opposed  to  the  domination  of 
monarchical  and  aristocratic  institutions. 

4.  The  Whigs  are  the  party  of  progress.” 

Now,  the  men”  who  can  be  induced  to  believe  these 
p^ppositions  must  not  only  be  very  “  young,”  but  de¬ 
cidedly  verdant  and  mellow.  Four  bolder  falsehoods 
were  never  penned.  We  will  examine  them  one  by 
onp* 

As  to  the  Jirstf  the  party  that  of  freedom  and 

independence  of  thought  ?  Its  history,  with  that  of  its 
federal  parent,  is  plethoric  with  political  illiberality  and 
religious  intolerance.  The  alien  and  sedition  laws, 
which,  at  the  beck  of  the  president,  fined  and  imprisoned 
all  who  presumed  to  criticise  the  acts  of  the  government 
and  arraign  rules  at  the  bar  of  public  opinion,  were  oor 
early  and  characteristic  testimonial  of  federal  respect  for 
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Jreedom  of  thought.  During  the  first  thirty  years  of  our 
national  existence,  the  New  England  State  maintained, 
practically,  an  established  religion,  to  whose  support  all 
sects  were  compelled  by  law  to  contribute.  The  last 
cow  ^nd  the  last  bed  o/  the  dissenting  lahore^wpre, 
often  ifeeized  and  sold  under  the  statute,  to  pay  theW^iM 
of  a  clergyman  whose  preaching  he  never  heard,  ana 
whose  creed  he  repudiated.  During  the  existence  of 
these  bigoted  laws,  federalism  was  largely  in  the  as¬ 
cendent  in  those  States.  When  the  Democratic  party 
rose  to  power,  they  were  repealed.  Indeed,  the  pledge 
of^that  party  to  overthrow  this  qbnoxious  ecclesiastical 
system  was  one  6f  the  main  causes  of  its  fearly  victoms  ^ 
in  the  New  England  States.  -  ' 

The  war  of  1812 — 15  was  waged  by  a  Democratic 
administration.  It'  was  therefore  unpopular  in  federal 
N^w  England.  The  dominant .  party  in  that  section  of  , 
the  Union  persecuted  and  proscribed  every  man,  from  ^ 
the  Housatonic  to  the  Aroostook,  who  took  sides' \^ith  his 
country  and  against  the  British.  Their  business  Hvas  de¬ 
stroyed,  their  persons  assaulted,  their  characters  defamed. 
Federal  pulpits  anathematised  theni  as  Jacobins  and  in¬ 
fidels.  Federal  presses  denounced  them  as  agrarians  and  ' 
levellers:  Federal  judges  harrassed  them  with  prosecu¬ 
tions  for  libels.  The  old  republicans  of  Massachusetts 
and  Connecticut  remember  how  the  federal  party  in 
those  days  displayed  its  toleration  of’  “independence'  of 
thought!” 

Whiggery,  in  our  day,  has  proved  the  legitimaciy  of  its  ' 
descent,  by  manifesting  the  persecuting  propensities  of 
its  parent.  Having  an  elective  affinity  for  every  faction 
that  exhibits  an  intolerant  spirit,  it  early  formed  an  al¬ 
liance  with  anti-masonry,  and  let  loose  the  bloodhbunds  ; 
of  proscription  upon  every  man  in  New- York  and  Penn-  ' 
sylvania,  who  would  riot  forswefir  himself,  reriounee  his" 
order,  and  proclaim  his  brother  masons  a  band  of  villains 
apd  murderers.  At  a  later  period,  when  Nutivism 
reared  its  bigoted  cresit,  and  . put  every  citizfen’  of  for^Jgri  ' 
birth  under  the  ban,  and  burned  the  churches  and  shot ' 
down  the  persons  of  rrish‘.Ca,th61iC|S,  WhiggerjV  pi^brriptly 
received  it  to  its-> embraces,  adapted'its  pViriC^pleS;  arid  ' 
voted  for  its' Candidates,  '  /  r  . 

.  Look  to  NewrYork  if  you  would  wi^tnCss a  ,  striking 
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display  of  the  love  which  the  Tribune’s  section  of  the 
Whigs  bear  for  “  freedom  and  independence  of  thought,” 
in  their  own  party.  In  1850,  they  elected  Mr.  Hunt 
Governor — a  thorough  Sewardite — and  sacrificed  his  as^ 
sociate  on  the  ticket,  Mr.  Cornell,  not  for  any  defect  in 
his  Whiggism,  but  solely  because  he  did  not  believe  in  all 
the  is?ns  of  Seward,  Greeley  and  Co.  In  1851,  they  showed 
their  fondness  lor  freedom  of  thought,  by  defeating  all 
th-e  candidates  on  their  state  ticket,  who  were  suspected 
of  want  of  faith  in  the  higher  law  dogmas  of  that  clique. 
For  years,  this  faction  has  proscribed  many  of  the  bright¬ 
est  and  loftiest  Whig  names  in  this  State,  because  they 
would  not  subscribe  to  the  practical  theorems  of  their 
self-constituted  censors.  But,  enough  on  this  point. 

As  to  the  second  proposition.  Turn  back  and  read  it- 
Its  truthfulness  is  exceeded  only  by  its  modesty.  In  the 
days  of  Jackson,  the  Whig  party  used  to  claim  all  the 
intelligence  and  decency  of  the  country.  Greeley  now 
claims  for  it  all  the  ‘‘  moral  principle  and  national  honor.” 

Would  it  prove  its  claim  to  an  exclusive  monopoly  of 
moral  principle  by  the  falsehoods  it  has  uttered  about 
General  Pierce  being  a  sot,  a  bigot,  and  a  coward  ?  By 
denying  that  General  Scott  wrote  his  Native  American  let- 
,  ters,  and  insinuating  that  they  were  forged  by  Democrats; 
or,  affirming  that  General  Pierce  never  made  a  speech  in 
favor  of  abolishing  the  Catholic  test  in  New  Hampshire  t 

Would  it  place  the  calumniator  Robinson  upon  Ithe 
stand,  and  having  sworn  him  upon  the  falsified  record  of 
the  New  Hampshire  Convention,  attempt  to  prove  from 
his  lips  that  the  Whig  party  possesses  all  the  morality 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  democracy  are  a  set  of  dis¬ 
honest  knaves  ?  Or,  shrinking  from  this,  would  it  point 
to  Galphin  Crawford,  and  Gardiner,  as  patterns  of  moral 
and  official  purity,  worthy  to  be  copied  by  the  young 
men  ”  of  the  nation  ?  Perhaps  Pecksniff  Greeley  him¬ 
self,  with  his  hypocritical  and  ’  canting  Tribune  in  ^his 
hand,  would  consent  to  be  exhibited  as  the  lively  type  of 
the  “mpral  principles  ”  of  the  Whig  party.  ^ 

“  National  honor  !  ”  The  federal  Whigs  have  shown 
their  regard  for  the  honor  of  the  nation,  by  (ilways  taking 
sides  against  their  country  and  with  its  foes,  in  ever j 
war  we  have  waged  since  the  Revolution.  What  "party 
has^invariably  espoused  the  British  side  of  our  contests 


8S4 


THE  N.  Y.  TRIBUNE,  <fcc. 


/frith  that  arrogant  power?  What  party  burnt  blue  lights 
as  signals  to  the  enemy  in  the  war  of  1812,  discouraged 
ealistments  into  our  army  and  navy,  furnished  provisions 
to  the  foe,  refused  to  pay  taxes  to  replenish  our  treasury, 
mourned  over  our  victories  and  rejoiced  at  our  defeats  ? 
What  party  mounted  the  black  cockade  in  the  times  of 
John  Adams,  and  convoked  the  Hartford  Convention  in 
the  days  of  John  Madison?  What  party  has  always 
taken  the  Mexican  side  in  all  our  controversies  with  that 
tineacherous  government?  What  party  stigmatised  the 
heroes  of  the  Texan  revolution  as  “  a  horde  of  land  pirates,” 
denounced  our  generals  in  the  Mexican  war  as  “  head- 
butchers,”  and  invoked  for  our  troops  “  bloody  hands  and 
btaspitable  graves?”  What  party  has  resisted  every 
accession  to  our  territory,  endeavoring  to  dwarf  and  dim 
the  growth  and  glory  of  the  republic  ?  There  is  not  a 
“•  young  man,”  aye,  nor  a  child  in  the  country,  that  would 
hazard  but  one  answer  to  these  questions.  And  yet  the 
editor  of  the  Tribune  claims  that  the  Whigs  are  the  party 
of  “  national  honor,”  and  denounces  the  Democrats  as  the 
party  of  “  national  ruffianism.”  Out  upon  the  calum- 
mator  ! 

As  to  the  third  proposition,  we  can  hardly  conceive 
of  a  more  shallow  falsehood.  Its  audacity  excites  our 
admiration.  The  recent  history  of  parties  gives  to  its 
assertions  a  flat  contradiction.  Which  of  the  two  parties 
sympathised  with  the  cause  of  Canadian  independence — 
■with  the  struggle  to  establish  “  republican  freedom  ”  in 
Texas — with  the  efforts  of  a  few  brave  men  to  emanci¬ 
pate  Ireland — with  the  attempt  of  oppressed  Cubans  to 
throw  off  the  yoke  of  monarchical  Spain  ?  Which  main¬ 
tains  the  right  of  every  people  to  establish  their  own 
®hosen  system  of  government,  without  molestation  from 
Sbreign  powers,  and  stands  ready  to  give  aid  arid  com- 
^rt  to  the  oppressed  everywhere,  when  they  rise  and 
strike  for  independence  ?  Which,  specially  and  point¬ 
edly,  repudiated  these  doctrines  in  its  recently-adopted 
national  platform  ?  To  ask  these  questions,  is  to  answer 
them.  And  yet,  Greeley  would  teach  our  young  men, 
that  the  very  party  which,  at  this  moment,  sides  with  the 
snonarchists  of  Spain  and  the  aristocrats  of  England, 
courting  the  favour  pfthe  one,  and  echoing  the  principles 
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of  the  other,  is  “  opposed  to  the  diminution  of  monarch¬ 
ical  and  aristocratic  institutions.” 

And  now  as  to  the  fourth  proposition,  last  but  not 
least  in  the  violence  of  its  assault  upon  popular  credulity. 
**  The  Whigs  are  the  party  of  progress ''  If  the  young 
men  of  the  country  can  be  made  to  believe  this,  then 
the  schoolmaster  is  not  abroad.” 

The  party  that  has  opposed  the  diffusion  of  the  right 
of  suffrage,  the  opening  of  the  avenues  to  office  to  all 
classes,  the  taking  the  power  from  the  few,  and  beatovy- 
ing  it  upon  the  many,  the  repeal  of  test  acts  and  the 
security  of  religious  freedom,  the  abolition  of  imprison- 
I  ment  for  debt,  the  amelioration  of  the  criminal. law,  the 
reform  of  the  civil  code,. the  liberalising  of  state  constitu¬ 
tions,  the  overthrow  of  moneyed  monopolies,  the  emapiQi- 
pation  of  commerce  from  the  impositions  of  proteptiye 
tariffs,  the  elevation  and  due  reward  of  labor,  the  aboli¬ 
tion  of  class,  legislation  and  the  enactment  of  general 
laws  to  operate  equally  upon  every  grade  of  society,  the 
prompt  bestowal  of  the  rights  of  citizenship  upon  .for¬ 
eigners  seeking  an  asylum  on  our  shores,  the  extepsipn 
of  our  territory  and  the  Increase  of  our  power— tjhe 
party  which  has  opposed  these  and  kindred  measures, 
tending  to  enlarge  the  privileges  and  elevate  the  condi¬ 
tion  of  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  and  give  wider 
scope  and  increased  energy  to  republican,  principles,  fo 
call  itself  “  tho  party  of  progress  /  ”  Every  reformatory 
amendment , to  our  state  constitutions,  every  liberal  en¬ 
actment  on  our  statute  books,  every  beneficent  measure 
engrafted  upon  our  national  policy,  gives  the  lie  to  the 
impudent  assumption.  The  history  of  political  parties 
proves  it  to  be  mendacious  and  preposterous  to  the  last 
degree. 

By  the  wide  diffusion  through  the  unscrupulous  Tribune^ 
of  such  falsehoods  as  those  we  have  quoted,  the  Seward 
and  Greeley  Whigs  hope  to  wheedle  the  young  men  pf 
America  into  the  support  of  Scott.  They  underrate  the 
•intelligence  of  this  class  of  citizens.  Naturally  liberal, 
radical,  reformatory  and  progressive,  they  will  be  slow 
to  attach  themselves  to  a  party  whose  principles,  growing 
spontaneously  amongst  the  corruptions  of  courts  /and 
hierarchies,  are  sought  to  be  cultivated  upon  our  republi¬ 
can  soil. 
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“THE  REAL  ISSUES.”  ’ 

“  Truth  is  great  and  will  prevail,”  is  a  maxim  of  anti¬ 
quity.  After  more  thati  a  half  century  of  struggle,  amid 
contumely  and  reproach,  the  Democratic  party  of  tho 
United  States  have  abundant  reason  for  sClf-gratulatioh, 
that  the  principles  and  the  rights  of  the  people  contended 
for  by  them  through  generation  after  generation,  are  riot 
only  placed  upon  an  enduring  basis,  and  illustrated  in 
the  progress  and  glory  of  the  republic,  but  have  also  at 
last  received  the  extorted  and  unwilling  assent  of  their 
opponents.  Driven  by  the  tides  of  public  opinion  from 
the  ominous  silence  of  their  recent  national  conventions, 
the  Whigs  at  Baltimore  were  literally  compelled  to  speak 
out,  and  the  platform  which  they  did  lay  down,  is  as 
remarkable  for  omissions  as  for  its  admissions. 

A  plain  Democrat  may  well  inquire  what  has  become 
of  those  principles  and  measures  which  for  the  half  cen¬ 
tury  have  been  the  guiding  stars  of  Federalism,  and  the 
rich  themes  of  their  high-minded  orators  and  poets,  in 
their  denunciations  and  ridicule  of  the  “  fierce  demo¬ 
cracy.”  Where  is  that  anti-American  jealousy  of  foreign 
emigration  and  popular  freedom  which  placed  the  Alien 
and  Sedition  laws  on  the  statute  book  ?  Where  is  the 
conservatism  that  sought  to  “  save  the  people  from  their 
worst  enemies— themselves,”  and  held  up  Thomas  Jeffer¬ 
son,  the  leveller,  and  Jacobin,  as  the  incarnation  of  evil  ? 
Where  is  the  alarm  at  the  extension  of  territory  that 
denounced  the  annexation  of  Louisiana,  Florida,  Texas, 
and  California  ?  What  has  become  of  all  the  splendid 
arguments  for  consolidation,  drawn  from  “  we  the  people,” 
in  the  preamble  to  the  constitution ;  and  what  too  of  that 
“  general  welfare  ”  clause,  the  panacea  for  every  evil 
and  the  source  of  power  in  legislation  as  broad  as  the 
omnipotence  of  the  Parliament  of  England  ?  Where,  too, 
is  the  American  system,  so  called,  the  Tariff  for  protec¬ 
tion,  the  national  internal  improvement,  and  the  United 
States’  Bank,  which  rocked  the  country  from  centre  to 
circumference  in  its  fierce  struggle  for  control  of  the 
Government  ?  What  also  has  become  of  the  denuncia¬ 
tions  of  an  Independent  Treasury,  and  what  of  the  advo¬ 
cacy  of  the  great  right  of  petition  ? 
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Upon  all  these  topics,  so  long  the  theme  of  declama¬ 
tion  and  of  predicted  ruin  to  the  country,  the  Whig  Plat¬ 
form  is  either  silent  as  the  grave,  or  gives  an  ajjirmatwe 
assent  to  the  strength  of  the  antagonist  and  impregnable 
positions  immemorially  occupied  by  the  democratic  party. 

In  strong  contrast  with  this,  is  the  frank  re-assertipn 
by  the  Democratic  Convention  at  Baltimore  of  the  time- 
honored  principles  of  its  party.  These  mutual  declara¬ 
tions  are  before  the  world,  and  we  ask  the  Democrats  of 
America  to  give  them  both  an  attentive  perusal  in  the 
light  of  our  suggestions. 

The  moral  is  instructive.  We  do  not  say  that  either 
Democrats  or  the  democratic  party  have  been  always,  at 
all  times,  and  upon  all  questions,  strictly  right.  We  claim 
for  them  no  such  perfection ;  but  we  do  claim  that  Ame¬ 
rican  history  shows  beyond  a  cavil,  that  with  them  alone, 
as  a  party,  has  existed  a  true  appreciation  of  the  mission 
and  destiny  of  this  Republic,  and  its  true  democratic 
spirit  of  popular  sovereignty  and  absolute  equality. 
When,  therefore,  its  life-long  antagonists  furnish  a  late 
and  reluctant  approval  to  its  course  and  principles,  it 
is  but  the  frail  vessel  yielding  to  the  current  it  cannot 
resist ;  it  is  the  reed  bending  before  the  storm  it  could 
neither  conquer  nor  withstand. 

The  unwilling  tribute  thus  paid  to  the  purity  and 
patriotism  and  eminent  soundness  of  their  antago¬ 
nists  by  the  Whig  party,  furnishes  a  poor  reason  why 
they  should  be  promoted  to  the  high  places  of  the 
Government,  and  the  administration  of  its  affairs.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  an  admission  of  life-long  error  and 
weakness,  or  of  partisan  dishonesty.  If  his  sable  Majesty 
were  by  possibility  converted  from  the  “error  of  his. 
ways,”  he  would  hardly  be  prompted  to  the  pulpit  in  the 
first  flush  of  the  neophyte.  The  muzzled  wolf  would  not 
wisely  be  placed  in  charge  of  the  flock,  for  fear  of 
unpleasant  consequences.  There  is  a  story  of  a  cat  meta¬ 
morphosed  into  a  beautiful  woman,  at  the  request  of  a 
lover  ;  but  alas  !  she  sprang  from  his  clasping  arms  at 
the  first  midnight  note  of  her  ancient  prey.  Such  would 
be  the  moral  of  converted  Federalism  into  power. 

What  then  are  the  issue's  involved  in  this  Presidential 
campaign  ?  Democrats  of  America  !  be  not  deceived  by 
vain  professions  nor  diverted  frorh  the  main  questions  by 
foolish  and  ribald  attacks  upon  your  candidate.  Gen. 
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Scott  stands  committed  and  on  the  record,  in  favor  of 
every  odious  principle  and  measure,  so  glibly  by  omission 
and  admission  now  repudiated  by  the  Whig  platform. 
Nay,  more  ;  he  is  avowedly  run  by  the  actual  controlling 
majority  at  the  Baltimore  Convention,  and  by  their  con¬ 
stituents,  in  open  derision  and  defiance  of  the  principles 
of  that  platform.  Distinguished  Whig  leaders  and  editors 
and  large  masses  claim  the  right  to  “  defy^  execrate  and 
spit  wpon”  the  platform  and  its  principles  while  support¬ 
ing  Gen.  Scott.  There  is  but  one  way  for  General  Scott 
to  escape  out  of  the  dishonorable  position  in  which  he 
is  placed  ;  and  especially  is  this  so  on  the  great  subject 
so  important  to  the  union  and  prosperity  of  the  United 
States,  the  slavery  agitatioa.  It  is  on  this  subject  and 
the  enforcement  of  the  fugitive  slave  law  especially, 
that  a  large  portion  of  Gen.  Scott’s  supporters  claim. that 
their  platform  is  a  delusion,  a  meaningless  farce,  and  a 
FOREGONE  DECEPTION.  If  he  would  cscape  the  imputation 
of  complicity  in  the  dishonest  falsehood  ;  if  he  would 
avoid  the  imputation  of  a  desire  to  attain  the  splendid 
prize  of  the  presidency  under  false  tokens  and  by  false 
pretences,  he  must  promptly  disavow  the  impeachment 
and  the  contaminating  connection.  He  cannot  longer 
maintain  the  position  of  Macbeth,  who  “  would  not  play 
false  and  yet  would  wrongly  win.”  The  false  dice  will  be 
inevitably  traced  to  his  own  hands. 

We  have  little  hope  that  Gen.  Scott  will  do  himself 
this  justice.  He  is  in  too  wily  keeping.  It  remains  with 
the  American  people  to  apply  the  remedy.  They  will 
maintain  the  compromises  and  enforce  the  requirements 
of  the  Constitution  and  the  laws.  Loving  and  venerating 
the  union  of  the  States,  as  the  source  of  every  domestic 
blessing  and  the  admiration  of  the  world,  they  will  visit 
with  the  full  measure  of  their  indignation,  every  attempt 
to  evade  its  compacts,  or  weaken  its  obligations.  And 
not  the  less  will  they  place  the  heavy  hand  of  their  dis¬ 
pleasure  upon  this  attempt  to  “  palter  in  a  double  sense,” 
and  to  evnde  by  trick  and  chicanery  the  just  and  true 
issues  before  the  people.  Popular  sovereignty  and  equa¬ 
lity  as  of  old  against  the  aristocratic  Spirit.  National 
democracy  against  sectional  absolutism.  The  Union 
against  covert  treason  and  sedition. 

Democrats  of  America !  under  these  issues  let  the  bat- 
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tle-cry  go  forth  through  all  your  ranks.  “  The  restora¬ 
tion  OF  Democratic  power  at  Washington  inscribing 
upon  all  your  banners  those  noble  words  of  the  gallant 
Pierce — 

*‘No  North,  no  South,  no  East,  no  West  under  the 
Constitution  ;  but  a  sacred  maintenance  of  the  comm6n 

BOND  AND  TRUE  DEVOTION  TO  THE  COMMON  BROTHERHOOD.” 


THE  ATTACK  OF  THE  GOTHS  UPON  THE 
TREASURY. 

The  Utica  (N.  Y.)  Gazette,  a  leading  Whig  paper,  of 
the  Silver  Grey  stamp,  says  : 

“We  expect  if  General  Scott  is  elected  to  see  the 
general  affairs  of  the  country  conducted  on  true  Whig 
principles,  while  in  minor  matters  we  shall  not  be  dis¬ 
appointed  to  witness  a  pull  display  of  the  peculiar  prac¬ 
tices  OF  THAT  CLASS  WHO  HAVE  ATTACHED  THEMSELVES  TO  HIM. 

They  will  enrich  themselves  out  of  his  administration 
BY  fair  MEANS  AND  FOUL.  As  to  the  Weightier  matters  of 
the  law,  they  will  not  care  to  meddle,  provided  their  cu¬ 
pidity  is  satisfied” 

The  payment,  in  defiance  of  law,  of  nearly  $192,000  in 
the  shape  of  interest,  on  a  principal  of  only  $43,000,  in 
the  Galphin  case,  one-half  of  which  interest  was  owned 
by  and  paid  to  Mr.  Crawford,  General  Taylor’s  Secretary 
at  War ;  and  the  payment  of  $438,000  in  the  Gardiner 
case,  on  a  fictitious  claim,  supported  by  perjured  testi¬ 
mony  and  forged  official  papers,  of  which  $81,000  was 
paid  to  Mr.  Corwin,  Fillmore’s  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
for  his  “  contingent  interest”  in  the  swindle,  have  shocked 
and  disgusted  all  men  who  believe  in  the  binding  force 
of  the  commandment,  Thou  shalt  not  steal.”  These 
glaring  instances  of  official  peculation,  are  but  speci¬ 
mens  of  the  plundering  process  to  which  the  Treasury  has 
been  subjected  since  the  Whigs  came  into  power. 

Fraudulent  and  shameless  as  have  been  these  practices, 
they  will  prove  but  as  drops  to  the  ocean,  when  com¬ 
pared  with  the  recklessness  and  rottenness  in  money 
matters  that  will  prevail  at  Washington,  should  Scott  be 
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elected.  People,  Whigs  as  well  as  Democrats,  living 
out  of  the  State  of  New-York,  are  little  aware  of  what  a 
set  of  harpies  will  be  let  loose  upon  the  treasury,  when 
S^cott,  Seward  and  Co.  possess  the  power  to  collect  and 
disburse  fifty  millions  of  revenues  annually  for  four  years. 
We  dwell  in  the  midst,  of  these  Sewardites.  We  have 
known  them  long  and  well.  The  annals  of  venality 
may  be  searched  in  vain  to  find  their  parallel. 

Since  1838,  owing  to  divtsions  in  the  Democratic  party, 
this  race  of  politicians  have  had  control  of  the  finances 
of  this  State  about  half  the  time.  During  these  seven 
years,  they  have  run  the  State  in  debt  nearly  twenty 
millions  of  dollars.  They  have  carried  through  the  legis¬ 
lature  a  score  of  corrupt  schemes,  designed  to  enrich 
their  partisans.  Under  their  administration,  the  State 
Hall  has  been  converted  into  a  broker’s  shop  for  the  sale 
of  offices  and  jobs.  They  have  fished  up  from  the  pur¬ 
lieus  of  the  capital,  hundreds  of  antiquated  or  fictitious 
claims,  and  procured  them  to  be  cashed  at  the  treasury. 
In  the  four  years  that  Seward  was  governor,  so  waste¬ 
ful  and  profligate  was  his  administration,  that  the  people, 
soon  after  his  retirement,  were  impelled  to  frame  a  new 
constitution,  placing  the  strongest  guards  arround  the 
treasury,  and  every  conceivable  restraint  upon  the  power 
of  the  legislature  to  contract  public  debts. 

The  democracy  having,  after  years  of  conflict,  accom¬ 
plished  this  result,  first  folded  their  arms  in  fancied  secu¬ 
rity,  and  then  fell  to  quarrelling  among  themselves,  while 
.  the  wily  Sewardites  again  crept  into  power.  They  com¬ 
menced  robbing  the  Treasury  by  evading  the  Constitu¬ 
tion.  They  stole  a  million  or  two,  and  distributed  it 
among  their  retainers.  Emboldened  by  success,  but 
eager  for  more,  they  resolved  to  sack  the  Treasury  by 
making  a  breach  through  the  Constitution.  .  Last  year, 
having  the  Governor  and  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature, 
they  trampled  on  that  instrument,  passed  their  iniquitous 
canal  law,  seized  upon  the  surplus  revenues  of  our  public 
works  for  the  next  quarter  of  a  century,  amounting  to 
twelve  or  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  distributed  the 
spoils,  in  the  shape  of  fat  contracts,  among  their  follow¬ 
ers.  It  was  the  most  daring  instance  of  public  plunder, 
in  violation  of  a  written  constitution,  ou  record.  But, 
thanks  to  an  independent  judiciary,  the  law  was  ad- 
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judged  null  and  void,  and  the  hopes  of  the  spoilsmen 
were  blasted. 

Defeated  in  this  attempt  to  rob  their  own  treasury, 
these  adventurers'  have  now  fixed  their  floating  eyes 
upon  the  more  ample  reyenues  of  the  federal  Govern¬ 
ment.  They  propose  to  migrate  from  Albany  to  Wash¬ 
ington.  Hungry  and  desperate,  like  the  Goths  of  the  ' 
dark  ages,  they  have  turned  their  footsteps  away  from 
the  barren  pastures  of  the  rugged  North,  in  search  of  the 
rieher  and  broader  fields  of  the  sunny  South.  Ranging  » 
themselves  under  the  banner  of  their  leader,  their  rally-  ‘ 
ing  cry  is,  “Scott  and  plunder!”-  These  peculating 
desperadoes  nominated  Scott.  Nearlya  third  of  the  New  ^ 
York  delegation  in  the  Whig  National  Gonventioh  was  ’ 
composed  of  these  disappointed' cahal  contractors.  Their  ' 
unyielding  energies  gave  him  the  victory  over  Fillrnore  * 
and  Webster.  Intending  to  “enrich  themselves  out  of 
his  administration  by  lair  means  anJ  foul,”  they  look  with  ^ 
comparative  contempt  upon  the  twelve  or  fifteen  millions 
they  have  lost  at  home,  while  eyeing  the  two  or  three* 
hundred  millions  they  hope  to  gain  abroad.  ’ 

Knowing  these  men  thoroughly,  and  declaring  that 
they  differ  in  their  rapacious  proclivities  from  all  other 
Whigs  in  the  country,  we'affirm,  in  all  seriousness,  that 
the  swarm  of  office-seekers  and  fortune-seekets,  wanting 
principles  and  wanting  bread,  which  Seward  and  Weed  ' 
will  lead  on  to  the  attack  upon  the  Treasury,  in  the  event 
of  Scott’s  election,  will  astound  even  Galphin  Crawford, 
and  Gardiner  Corwin.  The  lies  and  venalities  of  these 
old  peculators  will  pale  their  ineffectual  fires  before  the 
fuli-orbed  perjuries  and  forgeries  of  the  new  comers. 

While  Scott  is  striding  about  the  White  House,  dis- ' 
playing  his  egotism  and  vanity,  they  will  be  beleaguering 
the  departments  fpr  sinecure  places  with  round  salaries  ;  ' 
searching  obscure  bureaux  for  mouldy  materials,  on  which  ' 
to  found  trumpery  claims  ;  opening  brokers’  offices 
around  the  Capitol,  for  the  purchase  and  sale  of  Govern- ' 
merit  contracts;  and  crowding  the  lobbies  of  Congress,' 
that  they  may  lay  up  the  drippings  of  unclean  legislation. 
Uiiless  they  change  their  naturds  in  the  transit  frorh 
Albany  to  Washington,  they  will  take  to  this  dark  and 
dirty  work,  as  nfaturally  as 'rnoles’  burrow  in  the  ground', 
ur' crows  feed  on  carrion.  Shall  the  Goths  be  permitted 
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The  pending  election  for  President  is  the  first,  since  the 
es^blishment  of  our  government,  in  which  one  of  the 
great  political  parties  of  the  country  has  sought  to  place 
the  elevation  of  its  candidade  exclusively  on  personal 
pounds.  Gen.  Washington  was  supported  and  elected  on 
the  belief  that  his  great  military  and  civic  services,  to¬ 
gether  with  his  high  character  for  patriotism  and  inte¬ 
grity,  rendered  him  the  fittest  man,  in  the  nation,  to 
organize  and  maintain  the  tranquility  and  authority,  of 
the  federal  government.  From  that  day  to  the  present, 
excepting  in  the  halcyon  times  of  Munroe,  all  presidential 
elections  have  turned  on  a  contest  between  political 
principles  and  systems.  Jackson  was  not  elected  because 
he  was  a  great  soldier,  but  because  he  was  the  represen¬ 
tative  of  the  democracy  of  the  Union — in  contra-distinc¬ 
tion  to  the  abuses  and  corruptions  of  the  administration 
and  party  of  Mr.  Adams.  Harrison  was  elected  by  those 
who  detested  Van  Buren's  policy,  and  Taylor  by  those 
who  disliked  that  of  Mr.  Polk  and  his  friends.  It  remained 
for  the  factions  and  fragments  of  parties,  who  adhere  to 
Gen.  Scott  to  depart  from  this  time- honored  course,  and 
to  run  him,  not  on  the  basis  of  principles  or  measures  of 
any  kind,  but  as  the  hero  of  Lundy’s  Lane,  Chapultepec, 
and  some  score  or  more,  of  other  battles  and  skirmishes, 
in  which  he  has  participated,  and  for  this  reason  ct/one, 
to  demand  his  election  to  the  office  of  President  of  the. 
United  States.  It  is  not  enough  that  he  has  held  for 
many  years,  and  still  holds,  the  high  station  of  Comman¬ 
der-in-chief  of  the  Army,  that  he  has  been  honored  and 
rewarded  beyond  any  other  officer  in  the  service,  since 
the  revolution,  he  must  be  president  forsooth,  or  republics 
be  branded  as  ungrateful.  We  have  high  respect  for 
Gen.  Scott,  in  his  military  capacity,  and  are  glad  that  his 
country  has  done  him  full  justice,  but  we  believe  he  has 
been  amply  compensated  for  all  his  services.  He  now  fills 
the  highest  place  he  is  fit  for,  either  by  natural  or  acquired 
qualifications,  and  he  has  no  right  to  ask  or  expect  more. 

His  friends  announce  no  political  measures,  of  general  in¬ 
terest,  which  will  be  advanced  by  hie  election — they  assail 
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none  that  the  supporters  of  Gen.  Pierce  have  proclaimed 
as  their  creed.  Gen.  Scott  himself,  in  his  numerous  stump 
harrangues,  invariably  declares  that  he  is  an  “old  soldier,^ 
that  as  such  he  receives  all  honors,  as  such  has  won  all 
his  fame,  and  as  such  only  appeals  to  popular  approval 
and  support.  He  forgets  the  Constitution,  the  Union,  the 
internal  prosperity,  and  external  glory,  of  the  country 
altogether. 

He  sees  only  the  plumed  warrior,  the  neighing  steeds 
the  gleaming  bayonet,  the  flashing  musket,  and  the 
thundering  cannon, 

“  And  the  big  war, 

That  makes  ambition  yirtue.” 

These  are  all  in  all  with  Gen.  Scott.  He  thinks  niankiiid 
wfere  made  for  soldiers,  and  the  high  places  of  the  State 
for  generals  to  occupy,  to  enable  them  to  drill  and  ride 
them,  “booted  and  spurred.”  The  doleful  lamentations 
of  the  whigs  at  Jackson’s  election,  the  feverish  visions  of 
Caesars,  Cromwells  and  Napoleons,  lording  it  with  des- 
pbtic  sway  over  this,  “once  happy  and  free  people,”  with 
which  they  regaled  us,  have  all  vanished  into  “thin  air,” 
and  these  same  despairing  lovers  of  peace,  and  abhorrers 
of  “epauletted  tyrants,”  are  now  shouting  themselves 
hoArse,  to  prove  that  the  nian  who  has  killed  a  hecatomb 
of  British,  Indians,  and  Mexicans,  has  established  a  sort' 
of  diviite  righU  to  be  the  ruler  of  this  great  people. 

This  is  a  melancholy  fact,  and  forebodes  no  good  to  our 
future  peace.  It  shows  that  to  obtain  place  and  honors 
a  large  party  in  this  country  is  ready  to  belie  its  profess-^ 
sions,  and  if  sincere,  to  betray  its  country.  The  hetero¬ 
geneous  compound,  called  the  Scott  party,  has  no  prin¬ 
ciple,  or  feeling  of  sympathy  in  common,  except  a 
voracious  hankering  after  the  offals  of  public  pluhder,.and 
to  accomplish  this,  stands  ready  to  plunge  the  States  of 
this  Union  into  the  vortex  of  anarchy  and  civil  war.  Ik 
would  be  a  harsh  judgment  to  accuse  Gen.  Scott  of  con¬ 
nivance  in  these  treasonable  designs,  but  he  is  their  can^ 
didate,  and  his  vanity  and  egotism  will  make  him  their 
tool.  They  will  hood-wink  and  lead  him,  while  he  firmly 
believes,  he  is  leading  them. 

The  course  of  attack  pursued  towards  General  Pierce, 
is  well  deserving  of  notice.  Seldom  if  ever,  is  his  politi- 
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cal  creed  or  course  ass^,iled.  Some  low-bred  persona*, 
scurrility,  is  occasionally  resorted  to,  but  ,  in  almost  all 
instances,  it  is  his  courage  that  is  impugned.  He  is  , 
charged  with  fainting  on  the  field  of  battle,  with  shrink¬ 
ing  under  the  .fire  of  the  guns,  and  immediately,  Geperal 
Scott  is  paraded  in  contrast,  hewing  down'' Gog  and 
Magog,  with  his  own  great  hand,  rushing  iip  to  the 
muzzles  of  the' blazing  cannon,  arid  playing  at  bowls, 
with  32  pound  shot,  as  if  he  were  whiling  away  an  idle 
hour,  at  a  ball-alley.  This  trick  is  perfectly  obvious. 
The  Whigs'  dare  not  coritrast  Scbtt^s  civil  (qualifications, 
principles  or  services,  with  those  of  General  Pierce,  and 
they  skim  them  over  lightly,  to  lay  all  the  stress  on  his 
military  achievements. 

.The  friends  of  General  Pierce  dp  not  put  hitn  fprward* 
as  the  military  rival  of  General  Scott.  One  was  a. soldier,  r 
by  choice,  for  a  brief  period  of  active  service,  the  other, 
a  life-long  soldier  by  profession.  This  we  do  say,  how-,  , 
ever,  and  defy  contradiction,  that  Pierce  is  3cotPs.  equal .. 
in  courage,  that  considering  his  experience  and  length  of  . 
service,  he  is  not  bphind  hirri  in  the  benefits  he  rendered 
his  country,  and  that  with  Scott’s  training  and  experience,  , 
he  has  every  quality,  to  render  him  not  only  his  equal, 
but  his  superior.  These  statements  can  be  readily  sus-  . 
tained,  by  the  clearest  proof,  We  must  pause  for.  the 
present.  We  shall  recur  to  this,  subject  again. 
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PAPERS  FOR  THE  PEOPLE. 


FEDERALISM  aZ2asWHIGGISM,t;emi5  DEMOCRACY. 

WHFCH  HAS  CONTRIBUTED  MOST  TO  ESTABLISH  THE  PROSPERITY 

AND  GREATNESS  OF  THE  COUNTRY? - THE  PRESIDENTIAL 

CANDIDATES. - A  CONTRAST. - GENERAL  SCOTT  AND  GENERAL 

PIERCE. 

A  faithful  and  complete  history  of  the  origin,  creeds, 
and  acts  of  the  Federal  and  Democratic  parties  of  this 
country,  written  in  a  just,  comprehensive,  and  philoso- 
sophical  spirit,  is  still  a  ^veAxt  df'sideratum  in  our  political 
annals.  Nothing  would  exhibit  in  so  striking  a  light  the 
true  sources  of  our  national  prosperity,  greatness  and 
glory,  or  the  dangers  by  which  the  Constitution,  union, 
and  tranquillity  of  these  States  are  menaced,  as  such  a 
work.  It  would  teach  the  American  people  to  learn 
from  the  past  what  they  are  to  expect  in  the  future  ;  and 
if  they  cannot  totally  avert,  how  they  can  at  least  miti¬ 
gate,  impending  evils.  But  the  present  is  not  a  suitable 
moment  for  such  a  high  performance.  The  writer  of 
this  short  tract,  if  he  even  had  the  ability  and  the  leisure 
to  execute  the  task,  would  not  enter  upon  it  on  the  very 
eve  of  the  pending  presidential  election.  He  will  con¬ 
tent  himself,  therefore,  by  presenting  to  his  fellow- 
citizens  a  mere  skeleton  of  what  he  conceives  such  a 
work  should  be.  We  may  form  some  faint  idea  even 
from  this,  as  we  can  of  the  dimensions  and  character¬ 
istics  of  the  Mastodon,  from  the  huge  bones  alone  that 
attest  his  former  existence. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  commence  with  the  opening  scenes 
of  the  revolution,  and  to  prove,  as  can  be  done  most 
unequivocally,  by  the  declarations,  pyiiciples,  and  acts 
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of  the  illustrious  patriots  who  rendered  their  names 
immortal  in  that  glorious  struggle,  that  they  were 
actuated  in  their  whole  course  by  the  high  and  noble 
spirit  of  democratic  independence.  Before  this  distinctive 
appellation  as  was  assumed  by  a  party,  its  principles  had 
formed  the  rallying-ground  for  American  patriotism 
against  British  oppression,  and  the  fire  that  lighted  the 
torch  of  the  revolutionary  war  was  caught  from  the 
democratic  altar.  I  pass  over  this  period  to  reach  the 
one  immediately  under  consideration. 

According  to  the  popular  acceptation  of  the  terms,  the 
Federal  party  preceded  the  Democratic  party  as  a  poli¬ 
tical  organization.  The  founders  and  supporters  of  our 
Federal  Constitution  formed  the  original  federal  party, 
while  their  immediate  antagonists  were  known  as  the 
anti-federal,  or  confederation  party.  As  soon  as  the  Con¬ 
stitution  was  adopted,  General  Washington  was  elected 
President  by  the  friends  of  that  instrument,  and  hence  his 
administration  is  sometimes  designated  as  a  federal 
administration.  It  was  so  in  fact,  but  not  in  the  sense 
in  which  the  term  ‘‘  federal”  has  been  understood  since 
the  “  reign  of  old  John  Adams.” 

During  the'  term  of  President  Washington  there  wxre 
no  such  distinctions  as  “  federal”  and  “  democrat”  recog¬ 
nized.  Nearly  all  the  great  fundamental  measures  of  his 
administration  were  conceived  and  carried  out  while  Mr. 
Jefferson  and  Col.  Hamilton  were  the  two  leading  mem¬ 
bers  of  his  cabinet,  and  both  possessed  of  his  full  confi¬ 
dence  and  friendship.  These  gentlemen,  as  is  well 
known,  became  afterwards  the  two  great  opposing  leaders 
of  the  Democratic  and  Federal  parties.  It  is  true  that 
during  the  administration  of  the  first  President,  some 
measures,  such  as  those  of  a  national  bank,  tariffs  for 
protection,  and  one  or  two.  others,  gave  rise  to  a  difl’er- 
ence  of  opinion  among  its  supporters ;  but  it  was  not 
until  the  abuses  and  usurpations  practiced  under  Mr. 
Adams  that  a  systematic  party  organization  was  resorted 
to  by  those  who  believed  the  letter  and  spirit  of  the 
Federal  Constitution  had  been  violated,  for  resistance 
to  these  high-handed  aggressions,  and  for  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  popular  freedom.  Thus  originated  the  De¬ 
mocratic  party — as  the  name  imf)orts  the  ])arly  of  the 
people^  and  likewise  the  true  protective  party  of  the 
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Constitution  and  the  Union.  Mr.  Adams,  and  most  of 
his  adherents  in  his  cabinet  and  in  Congress,  having  been 
also  advocates  of  the  adoption  of  the  federal  Constitution, 
vauntingly  claimed  to  be  par  excellence  the  federal  party, 
and  they  denounced  his  opponents  as  the  enemies  of 
that  great  charter  of  government,  and  dlsunionists  in 
disguise. 

Whoever  carefully  examines  the  acts  of  the  adminis¬ 
tration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  the  measures  pursued  by  those 
who  disapproved  them,  will  be  satisfied  that  the  political 
divisions,  called  Federal  and  Democratic,  exist  in  nature, 
and  are  inseparable  from  all  free  governments.  The 
first  will,  in  all  countries,  consist  of  those  men  who 
believe  that  mankind,  as  a  body,  are  alike,  devoid  of 
intelligence,  patriotism,  and  virtue,  and  to  be  governed, 
must  be  chained  down,  and  menaced  with  the  lash  of 
a  master — the  latter  consists  of  those  who  believe  that 
our  declaration  of  indept^ndence  is  founded  in  truth — that 
people  can  govern  themselves  better  than  kings,  princes, 
or  other  potentates  can  govern  them  ;  and  that  no  rulers 
under  any  form  of  government,  should  be  entrusted  with 
unlimited  power,  or  be  clothed  with  impunity  for  abusing 
such  powers  as  they  rightfully  possess.  These  are  the 
real  differences  between  the  Federal  and  Democratic 
parties,  according  to  the  political  signification  of  the 
terms  among  us.  Let  us  now  briefly  advert  to  the  prin¬ 
ciples  which  each  has  proclaimed,  and  the  acts  which 
each  has  performed.  From  these  the  tendencies  of  the 
respective  systems  which  they  advocate  will  be  instantly 
apparent.  On  the  14th  July,  179§,  Congress  passed  the 
celebrated  act  designated  as  the  “  sedition  law,”  under 
the  provisions  of  which,  all  those  who  wrote  or  published 
anything  derogatory  to  the  President,  and  to  various 
other  official  magnates,  were  subjected  to  the  severest 
penalties,  even  worse  than  those  now  imposed  by  the 
repuhl'ican,  Louis  Napoleon,  on  the  press  in  France.  And 
on  the  22d  June,  1798,  Congress  also  passed  the  equally 
celebrated  Alien  law,”  under  the  authority  of  which  the 
President  could  order  any  foreigner,  residing  in  this 
country,  to  leave  without  trial  or  crime,  or  be  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  most  degrading  punishment.  These  laws, 
with  some  others  of  a  kindred  nature,  aroused  the 
deepest  feelings  of  apprehension  on  the  part  of  many 
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good  citizens  for  the  perpetuity  of  our  liberty.  They 
indicated  the  settled  purpose  of  Mr.  Adams  and  his 
federal  compeers  to  destroy  the  freedom  of  the  press,  to 
cut  off  foreign  immigration  to  this  countr}^,  and  to  scout, 
with  disdain,  all  those  restrictions  in  the  Constitution 
which  barred  the  way  to  absolute  power.  The  heart 
of  every  genuine  patriot  was  on  fire.  The  Legislature 
of  Kentucky  led  the  way,  and  on  the  19th  of  November, 
1798,  passed  the  famous  resolutions,  drawn  up  by  Thomas 
Jefferson,  which  have,  from  that  day  to  the  present, 
formed  the  corner-stone  of  the  Democratic  interpretation 
of  the  Federal  Constitution.  I  make  the  following  ex¬ 
tract  from  these  resolutions,  to  show  the  basis  on  which 
the  democratic  party  was  organized,  as  well  as  to  show 
the  grounds  of  its  opposition  to  the  obnoxious  laws 
passed  under  the  auspices'of  Mr.  Adams’  administration: 

III.  Resolved,  That  it  is  true,  as  a  general  principle, 
and  is  also  expressly  declared  by  one  of  the  amendments 
to  the  Constitution,  that  “  the  powers  not  delegated  to  th6 
United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to 
the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or  to 
the  People and,  that  no  power  over  the  freedom  of 
religion,  freedom  of  speech,  or  freedom  of  the  press,  be¬ 
ing  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  all  lawful  powers  re¬ 
specting  the  same  did  of  right  remain,  and  were  reserved 
to  the  States  or  to  the  People;  that  thus  was  manifested 
their  determination  to  retain  to  themselves  the  right  of 
judging  how  far  the  licentiousness  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  may  be  abridged  without  lessening  their  useful  free¬ 
dom,  and  how  far  those  abuses  which  cannot  be  sepa¬ 
rated  from  their  use,  should  be  tolerated,  rather  than  the 
use  be  destroyed  ;  and  thus,  also,  they  guarded  against 
all  abridgment,  by  the  United  States,  of  the  freedom  of 
religious  principles  and  exercises,  and  retained  to  them¬ 
selves  the  right  of  protecting  the  same,  as  this,  stated  by 
a  law  passed  on  the  general  demand  of  its  citizens,  had 
already  protected  them  from  all  human  restraint  or  inter¬ 
ference  :  and,  that,  in  addition  to  this  general  principle 
and  express  declaration,  another  and  more  special  provi¬ 
sion  has  been  made  by  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution,  which  expressly  declares  that  “  Congress 
shall  make  no  laws  respecting  an  establishment  of  relU 
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giou,  or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof,  or  abridging 
the  freedom  of  speech,  or  of  the  press,”  thereby  guarding, 
in  the  same  sentence,  and  under  the  same  words,  the  free¬ 
dom  of  religion,  of  speech,  and  of  the  press,  insomuch, 
that  whatever  violates  either,  throws  down  the  sane:  uary 
which  covers  the  others ;  and  that  libels,  falsehood,  and 
defamation,  equally  with  heresy  and  false  religion,  are 
withheld  from  the  cognisance  of  Federal  tribunals.  That 
therefore  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
passed  on  the  14th  of  July,  1798,  entitled  “an  Act  in  ad¬ 
dition  to  the  Act  entitled  an  Act  for  the  punishment  of 
certain  crimes  against  the  United  States,’^  which  does 
abridge  the  freedom  of  the  press,  is  not  law,  but  is  alto¬ 
gether  VOID  and  op  no  effect. 

IV.  Resolved,  That  alien  friends  are  under  the  juris¬ 
diction  and  protection  of  the  laws  of  the  State  wherein 
they  are  :  that  no  power  over  them  has  been  delegated  to 
the  United  States,  nor  prohibited  to  the  individual  States 
distinct  from  their  power  over  citizens ;  and  it  being  true, 
as  a  general  principle,  and  one  of  the  amendments  to  the 
Constitution  having  also  declared  that  ‘*  the  powers  not 
delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution,  nor 
prohibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States 
respectively,  or  to  the  People,”  the  Act  of  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  passed  the  22d  day  of  June,  1798,  entitled 
“An  Act  concerning  Aliens,”  which  assumes  power  over, 
alien  friends,  not  delegated  by  the  Constitution,  is  not 
LAW,  but  is  altogether  void  and  of  no  force. 

VI.  Resolved,  That  the  imprisonment  of  a  person  under 
the  protection  of  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  on  his 
failure  to  obey  the  simple  order  of  the  President  to  depart 
out  of  the  United  States,  as  is  undertaken  by  the  said 
Act,  entitled  ‘‘An  Act  concerning  Aliens,”  is  contrary  to 
the  Constitution,  one  amendment  in  which  has  provided 
that  “  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  liberty  without  due 
process  of  law ;”  and  that  another  having  provided  that, 

“  in  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the 
right  to  a  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury,  to  be  in¬ 
formed  as  to  the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation,  to 
be  confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him,  to  have 
compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor, 
and  to  have  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence,”  the 
same  Act  undertaking  to  authorise  the  President  to  re- 
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move  a  person  out  of  the  United  States  who  is  under 
the  protection  of  the  law,  on  his  own  suspicion,  without 
jury,  without  public  trial,  without  confrontation  of  the 
witnesses  against  him,  without  having  witnesses  in  his 
favor,  without  defence,  without  counsel,  is  contrary  to 
these  provisions,  also  of  the  Constitution — is,  therefore, 
NOT  LAW,  but  utterly  void  and  of  ho  force. 

That  transferring  the  power  of  judging  any  person  who 
is  under  the  protection  of  the  laws,  from  the  Courts  to 
the  President  of  the  United  States,  as  is  undertaken  by 
the  same  Act  concerning  Aliens,  is  against  the  Article 
of  the  Constitution  which  provides  that  “  the  Judicial 
power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  the  Courts, 
the  Judges  of  which  shall  hold  their  office  during  good 
behavior,”  and  that  the  said  Act  is  void  for  that  reason 
also  ;  and  it  is  further  to  be  noted,  that  this  transfer  of 
judiciary  power  is  to  that  magistrate  of  the  General 
Government  who  already  possesses  all  the  Executive, 
and  a  qualified  negative  in  all  the  legislative  powers. 

These  resolutions  were  transmitted  to  the  Legislatures 
of  the  Sister  States,  for  concurrence  or  disagreement,  and 
on  the  24th  December,  1798,  the  General  Assembly  of 
Virg  nia  passed  a  preamble  and  series  of  resolutions 
written  by  Mr.  Madison,  from  which  the  following  para- 
•graph  is  taken,  evincing  its  concurrence  with  the  views 
of  the  Legislature  of  Kentucky: — ^“That  the  General 
Assembly  doth  particularly  protest  against  the  palpable 
and  alarming  infractions  of  the  Constitution,  in  the  two 
late  cases  of  the  ‘  Alien  and  Sedition  Acts,’  passed  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress ;  the  first  of  v»ffiich  exercises  a 
power  nowhere  delegated  to  the  Federal  Government, 
and  which,  by  uniting  Legislative  and  Judicial  powers  to 
those  of  Executive,  subverts  the  general  principles  of  free 
government,  as  well  as  the  particular  organization  and 
positive  provisions  of  the  Federal  Constitution  ;  and  the 
other  of  which  Acts  exercises,  in  like  manner,  a  power 
not  delegated  by  the  Con.stitution,  but  on  the  contrary,  ex- 
pressly  and  positively  forbidden  by  one  of  the  amendments 
thereto — a  power  which,  more  than  any  other,  ought  to 
produce  universal  alarm,  because  it  is  levelled  against 
the  right  of  freely  examining  public  characters  and  mea¬ 
sures,  and  of  free  communication  among  the  people, 
thereon,  which  has  ever  been  justly  deemed  the  only  effec- 
tial  guardian  of  every  other  right. 
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Most  of  the  other  States  adopted  resolutions  of  disap¬ 
proval,  and  in  a  tame  spirit  of  acquiescence,  abetted  the 
Federal  Government  in  its  usurpations  of  power  and 
assaults  on  the  Constitution.  The  vigilance  of  the  people, 
however,  was  awakened  and  the  faithless  guardians  of 
their  rights  were  dismissed.  Mr.  Jefferson  and  his 
friends  triumphed,  and  on  the  4th  of  March,  1801,  the 
helm  of  state  was  placed  in  his  hands.  Every  vestige  of 
Federal  abuse  was  speedily  expunged,  and  the  aera  of 
Democratic  reform  began. 

The  leaders  of  the  federal  party  in  Congre.ss  first 
sought  to  defeat  the  will  of  the  people,  by  foisting  Aaron 
Burr  into  the  office  to  which  Mr.  Jefferson  was  elected, 
but  failing  ignominiously  in  this  notorious  fraud,  they 
commenced  the  most  vindictive  and  unscrupulous  war¬ 
fare  on  Mr.  Jefferson  and  all  his  political  measures.  No 
term  of  reproach  seemed  harsh  enough  to  suit  their  pur¬ 
pose.  But  he  nobly  persevered,  and  outlived  them  all. 
They  clung  with  the  tenacity  of  death  to  all  the  exploded 
federal  abuses  and  perversions  of  the  Constitution.  They 
resisted  to  the  utmost  every  scheme  of  reform.  They  op¬ 
posed  the  purchase  of  Louisiana,  they  opposed  every 
effort  to  put  the  country  in  an  attitude  of  defense  against 
the  daily  aggressions  of  Great  Britain  They  were  in 
favor  of  pocketting  in  silence  the  insults  she  heaped  upon 
us — her  contempt  of  our  “striped  bunting”  on  the 
ocean — her  impressment  of  our  seamen — her  searches  of 
our  ships,  and  every  other  species  of  wrong  and  humilia¬ 
tion  which  the  Haughty  “mistress  of  the  sea”  could  offer 
to  our  helpless  insignificance,  even  in  our  own  waters 
and  harbors.  All  these  things,  the  federal  patriots  of 
those  days  would  fain  have  had  us  pass  over  without 
resentpient  or  complaint  I  But  the  spirit  of  the  nation 
was  up,  and  it  demanded  redress  or  vengeance,  Europe 
was  rocking  under  the  thunder-peals  of  Napoleon’s  cannon. 
France  and  Great  Britain  both  trampled  on  our  rights 
as  neutrals.  We  had  ample  causes  of  war  against  both, 
but  it  would  have  been  worse  than  madness  to  have  de¬ 
fied  these  two  giant  powers  to  the  field  at  the  same  time. 
We  accordingly  chose  the  one  which  had  offended  us 
the  most  wantonly  and  frequently,  and  with  which  we 
must  come  most  certainly  in  ruinous  conflict  on  every  sea 
We  hurled  the  gauntlet  at  Great  Britain  in  June,  1812, 
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and  buckled  on  our  arnrior  for  the  fight  with  tliis  bullying 
nation.  We  were  ill-prepared.  The  federal  party  re¬ 
joiced  at  our  weakness,  refused  to  grant  the  aid  oi*  a  man 
or  a  dollar  to  prosecute  the  war,  and  when  the  first  re¬ 
verses  came,  wept  tears  of  joy  over  the  defeat  and  dis¬ 
grace  of  the  arms  of  their  country.  But  when  our  vic¬ 
tories  on  the  ocean,  the  lakes,  and  along  the  Canadian 
frontier,  had  wiped  out  this  dishonor,  and  had  shed  a 
lustre  on  our  name,  which  will  expire  only  with  history, 
these  same  federal  patriots  hung  their  heads  in  shame, 
and  “cursed  God”  for  having  covered  the  flag  of  the 
nation  with  glory.  Even  when  the  war  closed,  by  the 
splendid  victory  of  New-Orleans,  by  which  the  gallant 
Jackson  rescued  the  “beauty”  and  “ booty of  that  de¬ 
voted  city  from  the  foul  grasp  of  the  invaders,  they  felt 
no  generous  emotions,  and  refused  to  illuminate  their 
houses  in  token  of  rejoicing  for  the  heroic  achievement. 
Their  window^s,  like  their  hearts,  were  black  and  gloomy, 
the  fit  emblem  of  federal  love  of  country.  Having  op¬ 
posed  the  war  at  every  step,  having  refused  all  manner 
of  aid  or  support  to  the  country  in  its  dark  hour  of  trial, 
having  discouraged  loans  and  enlistments,  and  having 
held  Hartford  Conventions,  and  burnt  “  blue  lights”  for 
the  enemy,  this  honorable  and  glorious  war,  terminated 
by  an  honorable  and  glorious  peace,  was  to  them  the 
deepest  of  all  humiliations  and  the  humblest  of  all 
abasements. 

The  war  of  1812  not  only  routed  the  legions  of  Great 
Britain,  but  the  legions  of  federalism  also,  and  for  several 
years  they  took  refuge  in  the  “  holes  and  clefts  of  the 
rocks.”  During  Mr.  Munroe’s  administration,  they  lay 
perdu.  At  the  presidential  election  of  1824,  having  brush¬ 
ed  and  turned  their  threadbare  coats,  they  suddenly  re¬ 
appeared  on  the  turf,  and  in  that  famous  scrub-rafee  of 
distinguished  nags,  made  a  triumphant  hit.  My  readers 
know  how  they  elected  John  Quincy  Adams,  and  how  he 
was  superseded  by  Gen.  Jackson.  This  was  the  eventful 
period  during  which  they  doffed  the  federal  badge  and 
donned  that  of  Whig.  All  their  partizans,  except  a  few 
of  their  “old  fogies,”  rejoiced  in  this  exchange  of  an 
odious  appellation  for  one,  that  in  England,  at  least,  had 
been  sanctified  by  many  great  deeds  of  patriotism.  In 
j;his  country,  unhappily,  it  was  putting  old  wine  into  new 
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bottles,  which  neither  improved  the  bottles  or  the  wine. 
The  people  glanced  through  the  disguise.  They  discov* 
ered  the  daw  under  his  borrowed  plumes,  and  this  poor 
daw  of  federalism  had  the  mortification  to  be  laughed  at 
for  his  pains.  During  this  halcyon  period,  also,  American 
systems,  and  internal  improvement  systems,  to  a  wasteful 
and  ruinous  extent,  by  the  federal  government,  came  into 
vogue.  It  was  likewise  a  millenial  time  for  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  But  all  things  must  have  an  end. 
These  beautiful  “  systems”  and  this  mighty  bank,  which 
would  in  its  palmy  days  have  defied  the  “  Omnipotent  to 
arms,”  are  alike  quietly  sleeping  “  that  sleep  which 
knows  no  waking.”  Andrew  Jackson,  the  great  democra¬ 
tic  Iconoclast,  crushed  them  into  fragments,  and  the  whole 
country  rent  the  sky  with  cheers  at  their  downfall.  It  has 
always  been  a  favorite  federal  notion,  that  the  public  mo¬ 
ney  should  be  in  some  way,  either  through  a  National 
Bank,  or  State  Banks,  or  some  other  corporate  agency, 
applied  to  sustain  the  private  credit  of  the  mercantile 
community.  This  has  been  constantly  resisted  by  the  de¬ 
mocratic  party,  and  at  length  the  “  divorce”  has  been  made 
complete,  to  the  mutual  benefit  of  all  parties. 

When  the  measure  of  annexing  Texas  was  suggested, 
the  Federal  alias  Whig  party  opposed  it  most  vehemently, 
as  it  had  done  before  the  purchases  of  Louisiana  and  ofFlo- 
rida.  All  these  acquisitions  of  territory  were  to  ruin  the 
country  for  ever,  and  yet  they  have  every  one  been  con¬ 
summated,  and  the  country  is  more  happy  and  prosperous 
than  at  any  former  time.  The  Mexican  war  ensued,  the 
federal  party  denounced  it — vindicated  (with  a  few  hono¬ 
rable  exceptions)  the  cause  of  Mexico,  loudly  censured 
their  own  government,  and  deeply  deplored  our  glorious 
victories.  They  opposed  the  extension  of  our  territory  to 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  comprehending  v/ithin  its  limits  the 
land  of  gold.  Peace  was  concluded.  This  territory  was 
secured  and  we  are  not  yet  broken  up  and  destroyed  as  a 
nation.  So  much  for  federal  Whig  predictions  !  On  the 
contrary,  we  are  marching  with  giant  strides  to  grasp  the 
trade  of  the  ancient  East.  We  compete  with  Great  Bri¬ 
tain  for  mastery  on  the  Atlantic,  we  will  .soon  be  her  tri¬ 
umphant  rival  on  the  Pacific  and  in  all  the  Asiatic  seas. 
We  hold  even  now  the  key  to  the  trade  between  Europe 
ai^  Asia,  and  will  in  good  time  make  all  quarters  of  the 
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globe  tributary  to  our  commerce,  our  greatness  ai^  our  re¬ 
nown  To  this  high  destiny  we  are  rapidly  advancing, 
and  no  human  power  can  stay  or  turn  us  aside  in  our 
course.  For  all  this  we  are  indebted  to  democratic  enter¬ 
prise,  democratic  patriotism,  and  more  than  all  to  the  - 
spiring,  generous  and  noble  impulse  of  democratic  princi¬ 
ples.  These  causes  have  made  our  government  what  t 
is,  our  country  what  it  is,  and  will  infallibly  give  us  a 
name  among  nations,  before  which  that  of  Rome  in  her 
glory  and  of  Great  Britain,  now  in  ber’s,  must  stand  in  the 
second  rank.  We  will  brook  no  rivals. 

Had  the  federal  system  of  1798,  or  the  modern  whig 
transformation  of  that  system  prevailed,  what  would  we 
have  been  now?  The  old  thirteen  states,  bounded  by 
the  Mississippi  on  the  west,  by  Tennessee  and  Georgia 
on  the  south,  and  girt  all  round  by  the  arms  of 
Great  Britain,  from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  the  St. 
Lawrence,  would  have  been  our  mighfy  dimensions,  and 
we  could  no  more  have  reached  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  by  the 
interior  without  leave  of  Great  Britain,  than  we  can 
catch  fish  along  her  Canadian  shores.  The  press  would 
have  been  silenced  in  its  animadversions  on  public  cha¬ 
racters  and  abuses — foreign  emigration  would  have  been 
excluded — slavery  w'ould  have  been  abolished — we 
should  have  been  a  trembling  dependent  on  the  smiles  of 
Great  Britain — a  National  Bank  would  have  subsidized 
and  controlled  the  government,  and  our  constitution 
would  have  been  as  effective  a  charier  for  the  protection 
of  our  Ireedom  as  the  famous  Code  of  “Blue  Laws.’^ 
Such  would  have  been  the  fruits  of  Federal  domination  ; 
but  thanks  to  Him  who  ruleth  the  nations,  He  has  saved 
us  from  this  degrading  bondage. 

There  are  three  marked  features  in  the  character  of 
the  federal  whig  party,  of  too  much  importance  in  their 
bearing  on  its  course  to  be  passed  by  unnoticed.  The 
first  is  its  remarkable  zeal  in  espousing  the  cause  of  all 
foreign  nations  and  tribes  of  savages  at  war,  or  involved 
in  difficulty,  with  this  country.  They  have  taken  the 
fenglish,  Mexicans,  and  Indian  tribes  under  their  especial 
protection,  whenever  they  have  stood  in  a  hostile  atti¬ 
tude  to  this  nation,  and  become  their  apologists  and  vin¬ 
dicators.  I  need  not  cite  instances — our  history  is  filled 
with  them.  There  were  not  wanting  among  them,  adyo- 
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cates  of  the  Algerine  Corsairs,  when  Jefferson  ordered 
their  piratical  strong  hold  to  be  battered  down.  As  a 
consequence  of  this  perverted  feeling,  no  whig  adminis¬ 
tration  ever  calls  foreign  nations  to  a  just  account  for 
insults  or  aggressions  committed  on  our  flag  or  our  rights. 
The  dastardly  cut-throats  of  Cuba  will  spit  upon  the 
stars  and  stripes  with  impunity,  till  the  avenging  hand 
of  democracy  smites  them  to  the  dust.  It  is  the  proud 
boast  of  the  democratic  party,  that  its  motto  is  that  of 
the  heroic  Decatur — “  Our  country,  right  or  wrongJ* 
This  makes  that  party  invulnerable,  and  makes  it,  too, 
the  party  of  the  people.  They  all  love  it,  because  they 
can  trust  it. 

The  second  is,  its  readiness  to  traffic,  trade  and  intrigue, 
with  any  men  or  parties  who  can  facilitate  its  advance¬ 
ment  to  power.  Whether  it  be  Jew  or  Gentile,  native 
or  foreigner,  slave-traders  in  the  south  or  abolitionists  in 
the  north — Aaron  Burr  in  1801,  or  William  H.  Seward 
in  1852 — it  is  one  and  the  same.  Its  political  virtue  is 
so  easy,  that  it  can  buy  and  sell  votes  and  places  with 
anybody  of  any  principles  or  no  principles,  and  if  Satan 
himself  had  a  thousand  or  two  voters  to  dispose  of  in 
Pennsylvania  or  Ohio  at  this  crisis,  he  could  find  a  ready 
market,  at  a  good  price,  with  Seward,  Greeley  &  Co. 
The  democratic  party  scorns  to  soil  its  skirts  with  such 
alliances,  trusts  to  its  own  strength  in  the  confidence  of 
the  people,  and  if  this  will  not  uphold  its  fortunes,  it  is 
willing  to  fall,  with  its  fame  untarnished,  and  its  princi¬ 
ples  unpolluted  by  the  touch  of  corrupt  and  purchased 
supporters. 

The  third  is,  its  slavish  attachment  to  the  old  aban¬ 
doned  systems  of  commercial  restrictions — government 
protection  and  patronage  of  certain  favorite  interests  and 
pursuits — its  encouragement  of  monopolies,  corporations 
and  associations  to  overbear  and  crush  down  individual 
enterprise  and  capital — and  its  general  preference  of  the 
commercial  and  manufacturing  branches  of  business  to 
the  agricultural  and  other  handicraft  employments  im¬ 
mediately  connected  with  it.  ^  Hence  its  undeviating  hos¬ 
tility  to  the  acquisition  of  territory,  and  especially  of 
territory  south  of  ‘‘Mason  and  Dixon’s  line.”  Cotton, 
sugar  and  tobacco  were  classed  among  the  forbidden 
fruits  of  the  earth  by  the  early  political  federalists,  and, 
indeed,  they^are'not  much  more  highly  esteemed  by  their 
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Whig  successors,  as  a  party,  at  the  present  day.  Hence, 
too,  their  holy  horror  of  war,  however  insulting  the 
provocation  ;  it  endangered  their  cherished  avocation,  it 
exposed  their  ships  to  the  risk  of  capture,  and  compared 
with  this,  national  honor  was  a  mere  bubble,  lighter  than 
air.  On  all  these  vitally  important  issues  the  democracy 
of  the  country  has  l)een  its  direct  antipodes.  Let  the 
history  of  our  greatness  declare  which  has'  defended  the 

.  iiv; 

In  preparing  this  hasty  sketch  of  the  origin,  creeds  and 
acts  of  the  two  great  political  parties  of  the  country,  I 
have  omitted  many  ini  cresting  facts  and  subjects  which 
I  might  have  appropriately  noticed,  were  not  the  space 
to  wh  ch  I  am  restricted  so  brief  as  to  forbid  it.  This  is 
but  a  skeleton  ;  as  I  staled  in  the  beginning,  it  would 
require  a  volume  to  fill  it  up  with  the  details,  rea- 
sorjs  and  results  ;  for  the  [rresent  this  must  suffice.  I 
have  aimed  to  be  fair  and  candid  towai-ds  all  sides,  and 
trust  I  have  not  allogether  failed.  If  some  persons,  how¬ 
ever-,  are  displeased,  I  fear  the  fault  lies  more  with 
themselves  or  their  predecessors  than  with  me.  Having 
pursued  their  own  course  nothing  remained  but  for  me 
to  point  it  out.  If  truth  and  experience  have  pr  oven  them 
to  have  committed  errors,  or  if,  what  is  worse,  they  did 
wrong  by  design,  it  is  an  unwelcome  office  to  expose 
their  err-ors,  and  an  ungrateful  one  to  convict  them  of 
intentional  wr  ong.  In  both  respects  llie  federal  party  is  in 
a  disagreeable  dilemma,  f(ir  either  horn  pierces  its  pre¬ 
tensions  to  wisdom  and  patriotism  to  the  very  quick. 

“  Let  the  galled  jade  wince, 

Our  withers  uie  un wrung.* 

I  have  appended  to  this  tract  brief  sketches  of  the 
respective  candidates  of  each  party  for  the  Presidency, 
General  Scott  and  General  Pierce,  contained  in  letters 
written  hv  me,  and  published  within  a  few  days  past  in 
the  National  Democrat,  of  the  city  of  New-York.  1  have 
here  endeavored  to  pres(nvt  these  distinguished  gentlemen 
to  their  countrymen  in  a  fair  and  just  point  of  viev\^  I 
have  too  much  respect  for  both  to  do  intentional  injus¬ 
tice  to  either,  and  1  trust  their  most  ardent  friends  will  be 
satisfied  with  the  treatment  they  have  each  received  at 
my  hands.  ' 
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INTELLECTUAL  AND  POLITICAL  CHARACTER 
OE  GENERAL  SCOTT. 

I  propose  in  this  number  to  give  your  readers  such  an 
analysis  of  the  character  of  General  Scott  as  I  believe 
no  candid  and  impartial  friend  or  foe  of  the  old  veteran 
can  justly  except  to,  or  cavil  at,  without  betraying  his 
own  ignorance  or  prejudice.  I  have  studied  the  character 
and  career  of  Gen.  Scott  with  great  attention,  atid  with 
an  honest  desire  to  arrive  at  the  truth.  The  conclusions 
to  wiiich  I  have  come  differ  very  essentially  from  those 
of  most  others  who  have  written  or  spoken  on  the  sub¬ 
ject.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  his  early  days,  Gen.  Scott 
became  a  member  of  the  bar,  and  was  for  several  years 
a  practising  lawyer  in  Virginia.  He  did  not  succeed  in 
that  profession,  and  ultimately  abandoned  it  for  the 
army.  He  was  too  excitable  and  irascible  for  the  con¬ 
tentions  of  the  bar.  He  was  a  very  indifferent  speaker, 
and  (lid  not  possess  the  keen,  close,  logical  powers  to 
qualify  him  to  take  a  high  stand  as  a  lawyeK  •He  acted 
wisely  in  quitting  that  profession,  to  embrace  one  more 
congenial  to  his  taste,  and  to  which  his  talents  were 
better  adapted.  He  entered  the  army  just  before  the 
war  of  1H12.  and  upon  the  breaking  out  of  hostilities 
was  immediately  called  into  active  service.  He  dis¬ 
tinguished  himself  at  once,  and  soon  acquired  the  repu¬ 
tation  of  one  of  the  bravest  and  most  enterprising  officers 
in  the  army.  It  cannot  be  denied,  however,  that  he  was 
gerierally  regarded  as  a  rash,  headlong  man,  who  often 
led  his  troops  into  peril,  that  a  little  coolness  and  pru¬ 
dence  might  easily  have  escaped,  but  he  always  fought 
it  through  gallantly,  and  thus  nobly  redeemed  his  errors. 
Many  instances  could  be  cited  to  establish  this  (act,  but 
it  is  needless — for  no  man  whose  opinion  is  worth  notic¬ 
ing  will  attempt  to  gainsay  it.  Gen.  Scott  has  devoted  his 
whole  life  and  soul  to  the  military  profession,  and  has  be¬ 
come  one  of  the  most  skilful  and  able  tacticians  in  the 
world.  The  early  fires  of  his  zeal  have  cooled  down,  and 
m  the  war  with  Mexico  he  exhibited  none  of  that  furious 
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ardour  which  carri(3d  him  into  action  in  the  first  battles  of 
1812.  No  man  but  a  bigoted  fool  or  knave  will  seek  to 
disparage  his  great  services  in  the  field,  or  his  superior 
genius  lor  war.  These  stand  out,  on  all  the  pages  of  our 
history,  alike  conspicuous  and  imperishable.  But  when 
we  turn  from  Gen.  Scott  the  soldier,  io  Gen.  Scott  the  man 
'and  the  politician,  we  involuntarily  exclaim,  Alas,  oor 
human  nature  !”  That  he  loves  his  country,  and  is  hu¬ 
mane,  kind  and  generous  to  his  friends,  is  indisputable 
but  his  overweening  vanity  and  intolerable  pride  render 
him  exacting  and  uncertain  in  his  feelings  and  his  actions, 
and  his  irritable  temper  is  always  chafing  at  restraint 
and  contradiction,  and  ready  to  break  over  the  hounds  of 
dignity  and  decorum.  His  friends  stand  in  awe  of  him  and 
administer  to  his  weakness  by  flattery,  and  acquiescence 
in  all  the  sentiments  he  utters.  Should  they  dare  to  con¬ 
tradict  or  ruffle  him,  wo  heiido  ilitm  !  I'his  statement 
might  seem  to  imply  that  the  impression  is  erroneous 
which  so  universally  prevails,  of  his  thraldom  to  parasites 
and  flatterers  ;  yet  he  is  just  the  sort  of  man  who  will  be 
ever  in  the  power  of  such  unworthy  earwigs  and  hangers 
on  about  him.  The  history  of  the  world  teems  with  such 
examples.  Men  of  strong  passions  and  strong  self-love 
are  proverbial  for  having  a  weak  Me,  Such  adroit  and 
t)bseqiubus  toadies  as  Seward,  Greely,  and  that  ilk  know 
this  perfectly  well,  and  they  know  also  how  to  improve  it. 
They  never  contradict  or  offend  by  openly  expressing  an 
opinion  of  their  own.  They  gently  hint  and  insinuate, 
suggest  a  faint  outline  of  an  idea,  and  straightway  Gen. 
Scott  swallows  the  bait,  catches  at  the  hint,  and  out  comes 
Seward’s  insinuation,  as  the  bold  original  ideas  of  Gen. 
Scott  himself.  Thus  do  they  put  a  hook  into  the  nose  of 
this  leviathan,  and  lead  him  as  tamely  as  an  obedient 
child.  The  last  tAvenly  years  of  Gen.  Scott’s  life  abound 
with  pregnant  illustrations  of  this  characteristic  idiosyn¬ 
crasy  of  this  gallant  old  soldier  sinking  info  the  fawning 
poll  ician.  He  has  struggled  day  and  night  without  ceas¬ 
ing  to  attain  the  IV.sidency.  He  has  even  descended  so  low 
as  to  intrigue,  bargain,  and  consort  with  the  most  despica¬ 
ble  little  lad  ions  for  their  supf)ort.  He  has  tried  to  use  and 
wheedb-  the  “  Natives;”  he  is  now  frying  to  use  and  whee¬ 
dle  the  foreign  voters  of  the  countiy.  He  looked  veiy  graci¬ 
ously  cn  the  “  anti-nia  ons  and  l  ow  we  find  them  nearly 
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aFI  headed  by  Thaddeus  Stevens,  shouting,  “  the  purple  for 
Cassar,”  at  his  heels.  Nearly  the  whole  Free-soil,  and  the 
bulk  of  the  Abolition  party,  embrace  him  with  confidence 
and  cordiality.  He  is  their  chosen  candidate,  and  was  es¬ 
pecially  chosen,  because  the.  tendencies  of  Mr.  Web¬ 
ster  and  Mr.  Fillmore  were  too  national  and  sound  on 
the  slavery  question,  to  command  the  votes  of  Seward’s 
clique  in  New  York,  and  Giddings’  Western  Reserve” 
in  Oliio.  John  P.  Hale  was  set  up  asia  sham  candidate, 
but  he  and  his  friends  are  secretly  aiding  Scott,  and 
putting  up  daily  prayers  for  his  success.  The  result  of 
the  election  will  confirm  more  than  what  I  say.  Mark  it 
well.  There  is  not  a  .single  great  principle  of  national 
policy  on  which  Gen.  Scott  is  sound  or  consistent.  He 
has  been  on  all  sides  of  all  questions,  chopping  and  veer¬ 
ing  about  like  a  weathercock,  always  turning  his  head  to 
the  wind.  He  has  no  fixed  principles  or  settled  opinions. 
He  has  read  a  good  deab  but  his  mind  is  too  loose  and 
imaginative  to  sift  and  analyze  the  complex  subjects  of 
national  affairs.  He  perceives  things  quickly,  but  the 
instability  of  his  judgment  is  constantly  liable  to  be  dis¬ 
turbed  and  confused  by  new  impressions.  His  style  of 
writing  is  like  his  judgment,  abrupt,  hasty  and  incomplete. 
Some  of  his  letters  would  disgrace  a  Sophomore,  while 
others  are  so  elaborate  and  tedious  as  to  repel  and  disgust 
the  taste.  Gen.  Scott  is  one  of  the  most  jealous  and  illi¬ 
beral  men  in  the  world  towards  those  whom  he  thinks 
stand  in  bis  way  or  might  become  his  rivals.  No  female 
was  ever  so  jealous  of  the  rufiles  and  flounces  of  her  ri¬ 
val’s  beauty,  as  he  is  of  the  achievements  of  others.  This 
is  a  mean  and  pitiful  failing,  for  Gen.  Scott  stands  on  so 
elevated  a  position  that  he  can  well  afford  to  be  not  only 
just  but  generous.  His  whole  life  has  been  a  series  of 
quarrels  and  squabbles  with  his  fellow-soldiers.  This 
evinces  bad  temper,  to  say  the  least,  and  no  man  will  be¬ 
lieve  that  he  who  quarrelled  with  Jackson,  Wilkinson 
Gaines,  Brown,  Ripley,  W^ortb,  Taylor,  and  a  score 
of  others,  is  not  very  likely  in  many  “cases  to  have 
been  in  the  wrong.  Gen.  Scott’s  personal  difficulties 
have  been  alike  with  superiors  and  subordinates,  in  peace 
and  in  war  ;  and  it  is  a  curious  fact  that  at  this  hour, 
tliat  of  the  officers  of  the  regular  army,  though  many  of 
them  have  marched  to  victory  and  glory  under  his  lead, 
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yet  more  than  nine-tenths  of  them  are  opposed  to  his  elec¬ 
tion  to  the  Presidenc}^  What  a  significant  commentary 
is  this  upon  his  character  from  those  who  know  him  best ! 

The  question  is  often  asked,  what  sort  of  a  President 
would  Gen.  Scott  make,  if  he  should  be  so  fortunate  as 
to  succeed  ?  Let  his  past  history  answer  the  question. 
Judging  him  by  this  standard,  he  is  the  most  unfit  man 
among  all  of  those  named  for  the  office  by  either  party. 
He  has  had  no  civil  experience.  He  is  deficient  in  gene¬ 
ral  political  knowledge — his  judgment  is  unsound — his 
temper  capricious — he  would  be  the  tool  of  cunning  and 
designing  parasites  and  knaves — his  ambition  is  pru¬ 
rient  ”  in  the  extreme,  and  to  gratify  it,  he  has  shown 
himself  capable  of  entering  into  alliance  with  the  most 
contemptible  factions  that  ever  sprung  up  in  our  country. 
He  is  a  perfect  political  chameleon,  always  taking  the 
hue  of  those  who  are  nearest  to  him.  He  is  nothing  by 
himself — everything  by  reflection.  I  verily  believe,  if  he 
is  elected,  the  Fugitive  Slave  law  will  be  repealed,  to 
pay  the  abolitionists  and  free  soilers  for  their  aid  in  the 
hour  of  need,  and  he  will  not  veto  such  an  act.  His 
leading  friends  have  repeatedly  said  so.  Let  the  South 
look  to  it.  Let  the  whole  country  look  to  it.  The  dan¬ 
ger  is  not  remote,  it  is  pressing  upon  us,  and  should  Gen. 
Scott  prevail,  the  bolt  will  descend  from  this  black  cloud 
upon  the  dome  of  our  temple  of  liberty.  When  the 
flame  is  extinguished  on  its  altar, 

“  Where  shall  we  find  that  Promethean  fire, 

That  can  this  light  relume  ?” 

What  Mr.  Burke  said  of  the  baneful  influence  of  the 
French  Revolution,  is  far  more  truly  applicable  to  the 
anti-slavery  agitation.  “  There  is  something,”  exclaimed 
he,  “  in  this  cursed  French  Revolution,  that  poisons  and 
pollutes  everything  it  touches.”  The  moment  a  man  lends 
himself  to  the  purposes  of  these  abolition  incendiaries, 
he  bids  farewell  to  the  glory  of  his  country — he  tramples 
on  the  Constitution — he  points  the  dagger  at  the  breasts 
of  his  Southern  brethren — he  discards  his  obligation  as  a 
citizen — and  dishonors  the  noble  example  of  our  revo¬ 
lutionary  ancestors.  Let  no  man  hope  to  escape  this  fate, 
or  to  control  the  fanatical  traitors  with  whom  he  casts  his 
lot — Gen.  Scott  is  not  the  man  to  do  it.  He  will  bend  his 
head  tothe  storm, ^’it  will  prostrate  him  to  the  earth.  Gen. 
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Washington  could  have  curbed  its  spirit,  but  Gen.  Scott 
does  not  wield  his  giant  power.  So  could  Gen.  Jackson, 
yet  even  his  iron  arm  would  have  been  taxed  to  its 
utmost  strength  in  the  attempt.  But  Gen.  Scott  is  the 
leader  and  pageant  of  this  party — he  must  do  its  bidding 
or  it  will  crush  him.  His  election  to  the  Presidency 
would  be  the  heaviest  calamity  that  could  befal  this 
nation,  and  the  world.  We  have  been,  however,  too  long 
under  the  guardianship  of  Providence  to  fear  this  evil. 
He  will  avert  it,  and  keep  safely  our  Constitution,  our 
Union,  our  glory  and  our  freedom,  as  a  heritage  for  future 
generations,  under  the  shadow  of  his  mighty  wings. 


INTELLECTUAL  AND  POLITICAL  CHARACTER, 
OF  GENERAL  PIERCE. 

Pursuing  the  course  indicated  in  my  last  letter,  I  shall 
now  offer  your  readers  some  comments  on  the  character 
and  fitness  of  General  Franklin  Pierce  for  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States.  I  shall  treat  him  as  I 
have  done  General  Scott,  award  him  justice,  and  nothing 
more.  He  is,  as  everybody  knows,  a  lawyer  of  high  rep¬ 
utation  in  New  Hampshire,  a  State  which  has  produced 
many  of  the  ablest  men  in  the  Union,  and  in  which  pert 
shallow  and  flashy  men  are  likely  very  soon  to  find  their 
true  level.  In  none  of  the  New  England  States  is  hard 
solid  practical  sense  held  in  higher  estimation  than  it  is 
in  the  granite  state.  Indeed  without  it  no  public  man 
could  hold  his  station  a  single  hour.  Chance  and  faction 
may  occasionally  throw  up  to  the  surface  some  such  jok- 
ii^g  demagogues  as  John  P.  Hale,  but  he  never  survives 
beyond  his  first  term.  The  “  second  sober  thought’^ 
of  the  people  hasten  to  restore  him  to  the  honors  of 
private  life.  General  Pierce  has  been  thoroughly  tested 
in  all  the  positions  that  can  be  needed  to  try  a  man 
strength  and  integrity.  As  a  lawyer,  member  of  the 
State  Legislature  of  both  Houses  of  Congress,  and  of  the 
Convention  to  frame  a  Constitution,  he  has  given  ample 
proof  of  his  ability,  sound  principles  and  sterling  patri¬ 
otism.  His  military  career,  about  which  so  much  has 
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been  said,  was  a  brief  incident  in  his  active  life,  and  can¬ 
not  be  fairly  regarded  as  furnishing  any  very  essential 
grounds  for  the  approval  or  disapproval  of  his  country¬ 
men.  i  shall  have  a  word  more  to  add  on  this  point 
before  I  close.  No  ordinary  man  could  have  sustained 
himself  in  all  the  positions  tilled  by  General  Pierce,  and 
have  steadil^'^  advanced  in  popularity  as  he  has  done. 
This  fact  of  itself  clearly  shows  the  solid,  practical  cast 
of  his  mind.  But  let  us  survey  him  more  closely.  He 
sprung  from  the  ranks  of  the  people  themselves,  and  is 
familiar  with  all  their  wants,  interests  and  instincts. 
These  are  “  household  words”  to  him,  and  hence  he  can 
instantly  calculate  the  bearing  upon  the  popular  feeling 
of  any  measure  proposed.  He  is  a  keen  judge  of  men, 
and  is  seldom  if  ever  imposed  upon  by  false  appearances. 
He  enjoyed  the  advantage  of  a  good  education,  and  has 
studied  the  history  and  policy  of  the  country  with  much 
assiduity.  His  perception  is  quick,  his  judgment  sound 
and  comprehensive — his  manner  dignified  and  affable, 
and  his  whole  port  and  demeanor  that  of  a  complete 
gentleman.  He  speaks  with  ease  and  fluency,  and  always 
directly  to  the  point.  He  knows  when  he  has  finish^ 
and  has  the  good  sense  to  stop.  His  vilifiers  have  asked 
for  his  speeches  in  Congress.  I  answer  that  he  did  make 
several  speeches,  which  were  highly  commended,  and 
gained  for  him  an  honorable  name.  He  was  a  young 
man  at  the  time,  and  did  not  obtrude  himself  on  the 
attention  of  the  House  on  all  trivial  occasions.  He 
spoke  whenever  he  deemed  it  proper,  always  briefly  and 
pertinently.  How  much  better  would  it  be  if  the  noisy 
and  vapid  haranguers  of  the  present  day  would  follow  his 
example  I  He  was  a  working-m(m  in  the  Committecf- 
rooms,  and  punctual  in  his  attendance  on  the  floor, 
never  dodging  votes,  or  evading  responsibilty  of  any  kind. 
He  left  the  National  Legislature  with  as  high  a  reputa¬ 
tion  among  the  ablest  veterans  in  that  body  as  ever  so 
young  a  member  achieved  in  so  brief  a  period  of  service. 
This  was  honor  enough  for  any  man.  Perhaps  this  is  an 
appropriate  place  to  remark,  that  his  votes  were  always 
on  the  side  of  strict  economy  and  in  favor  of  the  most 
rigid  interpretation  of  the  Constitution.  To  such  a  degree 
was  this  carried,  that  he  was  considered  by  many  some¬ 
what  strait-laced  in  his  notions.  But  we  require  such  a 


CHAEACTER  OF  GEK.  PIERCa?. 


man  at  this  juncture,  to  extricate  the  Government  of  the 
Federal  Union  from  the  quagmire  of  extravagance  and 
fraud  into  which  the  Whigs  have  plunged  it.  and  to  res¬ 
tore  it  to  the  good  old  Democratic  track  from  which  it  has 
been  so  widely  diverted.  Pierce  is  the  very  man  to 
accomplish  this  Herculean  task.  On  the  4th  of  March 
next  all  the  chattering  flocks,  of  kites,  buzzards  and  har¬ 
pies  that  have  been  roosting  in  and  defiling  the  National 
Capitol  will  take  to  flight  and  not  return  while  he  inhab¬ 
its  the  White-House.  They  must  find  prey  and  carrion  else¬ 
where.  General  Pierce  is  a  thorough  out  and  out  Demo¬ 
crat,  and  during  his  whole  life  has  never  veered  a  hair’s- 
breadth  from  the  true  path.  He  venerates  the  Constitution 
and  the  Union,  and  would  devote  to  their  defence  his  very 
hearPs  blood.  He  cherishes  no  locality  of  feeling,  no 
geographical  patriotism.  He  looks  into  the  Constitution 
for  the  rights  of  all  sections,  and  will  stand  by  those  of 
South  Carolina  as  staunchly  as  he  would  by  those  of  his 
own  New  Hampshire.  The  abolitionists  detest  him,  for  he 
has  often  smitten  them  in  their  stronghold  with  the  ham¬ 
mer  of  Thor.  He  is  the  enemy  of  persecution  and  big¬ 
otry  in  all  their  forms,  and  the  fast  and  fearless  advocate 
of  freedom  as  broad  as  our  boundless  domains.  In  no 
man’s  breast  beats  a  more  benevolent  heart,  and  he  has 
been  often  seen  to  shed  tears  over  poverty  and  misfor¬ 
tunes  which  he  had  not  the  power  to  relieve.  Yet  tnis 
man  has  been  branded  as  a  “  coward,”  a  sot,”  a  per¬ 
secutor  for  conscience  sake  !”  Let  the  authors  of  these 
accusations  go  to  New-Hampshire  and  dare  to  repeat 
them.  One  voice  of  execration  from  the  whole  people 
would  hiss  in  their  ears,  the  very  stones  would  cry  out 
ahame^  on  such  foul  slanderers.  I  scorn  to  refute  them, 
the  base  coin  has  been  nailed  to  the  counter.  There  let 
it  remain  to  bear  witness  to  the  names  of  the  black  heart¬ 
ed  wretches  who  fabricated  and  put  it  into  circulation. 

The  mputation  of  cowardice  in  Mexico  has  been 
bandied  about  from  one  extremity  of  the  country  to  the 
other,  and  deserves  a  few  words  of  explanation  before  it 
is  finally  dismissed.  The  charge  itself  is  alike  false  and 
ridiculous,  but  the  motive  which  prompted  its  invention 
has  not  been  adequately  exposed.  It  was  simply  this : — 
Gea.  Scott  had  no  other  political  capital  to  draw  upon 
except  his  military  service,  and  as  Gen.  Pierce  had  been 
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a  short  time  in  the  army,  here  was  a  point  where  he  and 
Scott  could  be  placed  in  direct  contrast,  and  a  vaunted 
balance  of  glory  shown  to  belong  to  the  latter.  It  was  not 
enough  for  their  base  purpose  to  prove  that  Gen.  Scott 
had  served  in  the  army  upwards  of  forty  years,  that  he 
had  passed  through  three  wars  with  acknowledged 
credit,  and  that  Pierce  had  volunteered  as  a  private,  and 
served  only  a  little  over  a  year.  No,  they  must  exalt 
Scott  by  disparaging  Pierce,  and  prove  the  one  to  be  a 
hero  because  the  other  was  a  coward.  Thus,  they  sneer- 
ingly  denominate  Pierce  the  fainting  general.”  They 
say  he  fainted  in  one  battle — fell  from  his  horse  in 
another,  and  skulked  at  the  whistling  of  every  bullet. 
Now,  we  may  answer  this  infamous  lie  by  quoting  the 
united  voice  of  the  whole  army,  led  off  by  Gen.  Scott 
himself.  The  bravery  of  Gen.  Pierce  never  was  doubted 
or  questioned  till  it  became  necessary  to  subserve  the 
political  objects  of  the  adherents  of  Gen.  Scott.  We  pre¬ 
sume  the  latter  was  ignorant  of  the  origination  of  this 
imputation,  but  can  he  be  ignorant  that  it  is  extensively 
circulated  to  the  damage  of  his  competitor  ?  On  every 
high  principle  of  honor  and  fair  dealing  he  ought  to  muzzle 
his  baying  hounds,  or  place  in  the  hands  of  Gen.  Pierce 
a  pointed  denial  of  the  truth  of  this  shameless  accusation. 
But  he  will  not  do  it.  He  is  willing  to  let  his  advocates 
circulate  a  foul  libel  on  many  of  the  bravest  and  best 
officers  in  the  wars  with  Great  Britain  and  Mexico, 
representing  that  all  the  fighting  was  done  by  him,  and 
all  the  victories  gained  by  his  dauntless  prowess.  He 
occupies  the  front  ground  in  every  battle  piece,  and 
hardly  one  of  his  own  corporals  dare  approach  within 
reach  of  his  fiaming  sword,  which,  like  that  of  the  arch¬ 
angel,  swept  its  fiery  circles  round  the  walls  of  Paradise. 
Enough  of  this  Orlando  Furioso. 

Let  us  look  at  Gen.  Pierce  on  his  way  through  the 
mountain  gorges,  from  Vera  Cruz,  to  join  Scott.  It  was 
a  succession  of  sharp  guerilla  engagements  all  the  way, 
and  he  was  repeatedly  grazed  by  bullets.  Afterwards, 
in  two  of  the  main  battles,  he  was  under  a  galling  fire 
for  an  hour  or  more,  and  no  symptoms  did  he  evince  of 
fainting  or  flinching.  No  man  acted  with  more  cool  and 
determined  gallantry  till  the  accident  of  the  falling  of 
his  horse  on  the  rough  pedrigal,  and  his  subsequent  sink- 
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ing  under  his  injuries  and  fatigue,  put  him  hors  du 
combat.  These  mishaps  might  have  occured  to  Marshal 
Ney  or  Gen.  Worth,  two  of  the  most  unquestionably 
brave  men  that  ever  faced  a  storm  of  bullets.  They 
prove  nothing  but  the  vile  and  illiberal  spirit  of  his  tra- 
ducers.  I  wish  them  joy  of  their  proof! 

The  friends  of  Gen.  Pierce  do  not  put  him  forward  as 
the  military  rival  of  Gen.  Scott,  though,  with  the  same 
training  and  experience,  they  believe  he  would  not  suffer 
from  the  comparison,  but  as  a  firm,  wise,  prudent  and 
patriotic,  statesman,  who  is  fit  to  be  raised  to  the  chief 
executive  chair  of  this  nation.  Dare  the  supporters  of 
Scott  compare  his  character  and  claims  with  those  of 
Pierce  on  these  vital  points?  Never!  They  flash  gun¬ 
powder  and  flourish  “  soup  plates”  in  your  face — and  in 
these  consist  the  Alpha  and  Omega  of  their  candidate's 
civil  qualifications. 

We  are  taunted  with  the  fling  that  Gen.  Pierce  is 
“  obscure. So  were  Washington  and  Jackson,  and  all 
the  Presidents,  at  the  commencement  of  their  career. 
So  was  Gen.  Scott  himself,  and  as  a  statesman^  even  now, 
we  must  search  for  his  fame  in  demagogue  letters,  among 
the  obscure  records  of  factions  and  shreds  of  parties  who 
have,  from  time  to  time,  buckled  their  saddles  on  his 
back — and  these,  such  as  they  are,  he  has  recanted, 
altered  and  interpolated  in  such  a  manner  that  even  he 
himself  cannot  tell  the  faces  of  his  own  bantlings.  As  a 
soldier,  Gen.  Scott  is  honorably  distinguished — as  a 
statesman,  it  would  be  an  abuse  of  the  English  language 
to  say  that  he  had  the  slightest  pretension  to  the  name. 

Pierce,  the  citizen  soldier,  is  not  obscure.”  The  De¬ 
mocratic  party  has  made  him  its  standard-bearer,  and  he 
will  not  disappoint  its  preference,  or  dishonor  those  great 
and  illustrious  men  who  have  preceded  him  in  office,  and 
in  whose  footsteps  he  is  destined  to  tread. 
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“  Now’s  the  day,  and  now’s  the  hour  !  ” 

The  time  for  words  has  past,  the  time  for  action  has 
arrived.  Elaborate  arguments  on  the  original  merits  of 
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the  Democratic  and  Federal  parties,  and  of  their  preisi- 
dential  candidates,  are  neither  requisite  nor  justifiable  at 
this  late  hour.  Every  intelligent  man  has  forme^l  hi* 
judgment  on  these  points,  and  only  awaits  the  moment  to 
act  upon  it.  The  most  emphatic  indications  from  all 
quarters  of  the  country  warrant  the  firm  belief  that  the 
democratic  candidates  for  President  and  Vice  President 
of  the  United  States,  Pierce  and  King,  will  be  triumph¬ 
antly  elected.  The  two  great  States,  Pennsylv^ania  and 
Ohio,  vauntingly  declared  by  the  Whigs  to  be  the  “  battle 
ground  ”  of  this  election,  have  spoken  in  thunder  tone* 
and  pronounced  the  final  doom  of  Gen.  Scott.  North 
Carolina,  Indiana  and  Florida,  have  united  in  the  same 
shout  of  democratic  victory,  and  look  where  we  may,  the 
cowering  ranks  of  the  Whig  party  are  crest-fallen  and 
struck  dumb  by  these  astounding  discomfitures.  From 
no  obscure  corner  of  the  land  do  they  hear  the  voice  of 
encouragement  or  hope.  All  is  blank  dismay  or  ago¬ 
nizing  despair.  They  try  to  cheer  each  other  up  with 
the  vain  delusion  that  Gen.  Scott  is  stronger  than  the 
Whig  party,  and  will  outrun  their  local  candidates.  But 
this  is  a  hopeless  refuge ;  it  is  an  impotent  effort  to  dodge 
the  holt  of  Heaven,  as  it  flashes  above  their  devoted 
heads  I 

Yet,  with  all  these  flattering  omens  of  success,  let  not 
the  Democracy  relax  their  exertions,  or  sleep  upon  their 
posts.  An  army  of  drowsy,  unguarded  heroes  may  be 
surprised  and  cut  to  pieces  by  a  horde  of  undisciplined 
banditti,  or  savages.  The  price  of  victory,  as  well  as 
that  of  liberty,  is  unceasing  vigilance.  While  aught 
remains  to  do,  let  us  consider  nothing  done.  Every  man 
should  vote  himself,  on  the  2d  day  of  November,  and  see 
to  it  without  fail,  that  every  other  man  votes — lame, 
halt  and  blind,” — bring  each  one  to  the  polls,  for  each  is 
a  citizen,  and  has  a  deep  stake  in  the  government  of  his 
country. 

There  never  has  been  a  crisis,  since  the  4th  of  July, 
,  177G,  when  more  momentous  results  depended  on  a  presi¬ 
dential  election,  than  at  the  presemt  time.  Abolition  agi¬ 
tations,  the  perpetuity  of  the  Union  itself,  fraternal  feel¬ 
ing  betweeen  the  North  and  the  South — all  these  vital 
domestic  questions  arc  involved  in  the  issue.  Elect 
Gen.  Scott,  and  the  compromise  is  dragged  from  its  moor- 
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lugs,  mntual  confidence  between  the  North  and  the  South 
is  gone,  and  in  its  stead,  distrust  and  unkindness  will 
spring  up,  and  that  high-toned  generous  confidence  which 
bound  us  together  in  the  Revolution,  in  the  war  of  1812^ 
and  in  that  with  Mexico,  will  vanish  among  the  “  things 
that  were,”  and  the  tread  of  the  earthquake  will  rend  the 
temple  of  united  freedom  from  its  dome  to  its  base.  But 
elect  Gen.  Pierce,  and  the  chain  of  early  friendship  will 
be  brightened  and  renewed,  and  an  earnest  given  to  the 
world  that  the  Federal  Government  is  neither  local  nor 
geographical  in  its  principles  or  its  powers,  that  no  sec¬ 
tion  is  beyond  its  care,  and  no  interests  deprived  of  their 
just  constitutional  protection. 

Let  us  turn  our  eyes  from  our  domestic  to  our 
foreign  affairs,  and  how  do  we  stand  ?  The  extension 
of  our  Empire  into  the  Pacific  and  Asiatic  seas  will 
speedily  bring  us  into  collision  with  Great  Britain  and 
other  European  powers.  The  Central  America  and  Nica¬ 
ragua  controversies  will  force  us  into  a  similar  contest- 
And  above  all,  our  relations  with  superannuated  Spain, 
in  her  West  India  possessions,  promise  an  immediate  and 
unavoidable  field  of  strife,  in  which  our  national  charac¬ 
ter  must  be  rendered  glorious  or  despicable  in  the  esti¬ 
mation  of  all  mankind.  The  present  Whig  administra¬ 
tion  has  shrunk  and  will  shrink  from  the  high  duty  of 
vindicating  our  national  honor.  There  is  something  in  the 
old  Federal  and  modern  Whig  character,  that  predisposes 
those  who  bear  them,  to  submit  tamely  and  passively  to 
foreign  insults  and  aggressions.  They  permit  the  stars 
and  stripes  to  be  trampled  in  the  dust,  and  only  illustrate 
the  painful  truth,  that 

“  Fear  betrays  like  treason.” 

The  Democratic  party  has  made  our  country  what  it  is^ 
and  has  unfurled  its  glorious  banner  throughout  the 
world.  On  that  party  depends  the  security  of  all  the 
renown  we  have  hitherto  gained.  Whig  imbecility  will 
surrender,  betray,  or  disgrace  it  forever,  unless  the  De¬ 
mocracy  come  promptly  to  the  rescue. 

Democrats !  to  your  posts  !  All  that  you  bold  dear  at 
home,  all  that  you  press  proudly  to  your  hearts  abroad, 
all  that  makes  our  country  glorious,  and  our  lot  as  Ameri¬ 
can  citizens  enviable  above  that  of  every  other  nation,  is 
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involved  in  the  ensuing  presidential  election.  Let  every 
Democrat  feel  that  he  is  one  of  the  guardians  of  our 
national  honor,  and  one  of  the  ministers  at  the  altar  of 
liberty,  to  preserve  the  sacred  fire  from  extinction.  Then 
only  can  be  appreciated  the  responsibility  that  rests  on 
each  man  who  loves  his  country,  and  dares,  in  all  perils, 
to  defend  her.  Again  we  say,  “  To  your  tents,  oh  Israel !  ” 
The  battle  is  near. 


HAMMOND’S  POLITICAL  HISTORY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

Every  man  who  desires  to  be  well-informed  as  to  the 
Political  History  of  the  State  of  New  York  from  the  year 
1790  down  to  the  present  time,  should  procure  a  copy  of 
this  work.  It  is  published  in  three  large  octavo  volumes, 
containing  steel  portraits  of  the  various  Governors  of  the 
State,  and  is  sold  at  the  low  price  of  six  dollars.  Norton 
&  Co.,  New  York  City,  have  it  for  sale.  Also,  Gray  & 
Sprague,  Albany ;  L.  W.  Hall,  Syracuse ;  David  Hoyt, 
Rochester ;  Derby  &  Co.,  Buffalo  ;  and  booksellers  gene¬ 
rally,  throughout  the  State. 


THE  DESTINY  OF  THE  TWO  PARTIES,  AND  OF 
THE  UNION. 

The  present  condition  of  our  country  clearly  enough 
indicates  the  future  character  of  the  two  great  political 
parties,  and  reveals  the  high  and  responsible  mission 
which  will  henceforth  inevitably  devolve  upon  the 
Democratic  party.  The  Whig  party  has  wriggled  itself 
through  so  many  avenues  of  corruption,  has  so  often  sub¬ 
mitted  to  the  baptism  of  faction  and  sectionalism  under 
the  file  of  such  leaders  as  Seward,  Greeley,  and  Robinson, 
that  it  has  no  longer  even  a  party  existence,  except  as  a 
congregation  of  clans  and  factionists  perpetually  engaged 
in  some  kind  of  fanatical  resistance  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  compromises  which  are  necessary  for  the  preser¬ 
vation  of  the  peace  of  the  States.  It  has  run  away  riot¬ 
ously  into  the  maddest  and  lowest  species  of  anarchy 
in  the  prostituted  name  of  higher  law.”  It  impudently 
“  spits”  upon  every  national  feature  in  its  political  plat- 
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form,  and  strives  to  sunder  the  sacred  bond  of  federative 
union  by  agitating  sectional  prejudices,  and  pandering 
to  the  restless  spirit  of  intrigue  and  personal  ambition. 
Its  present  candidate  for  the  Presidency  has  sold  himself, 
body  and  soul,  for  whatever  they  may  be  worth,  to  W. 
H.  Seward,  the  scoffer  at  the  American  Constitution, 
and  has  sealed  his  lips  to  every  word  that  proclaims 
constitutional  good  faith  to  each  and  every  portion  of 
the  Union.  His  immediate  friends  and  supporters  here 
in  the  north  are  the  men  who  have  notoriously  derided 
the  Union  of  these  States  as  a  “  compact  with  hell,”  and 
who,  under  the  cover  of  his  epaulettes  and  feathers,  are 
now  seeking  to  insinuate  their  poison  through  all  the 
Northern  and  Western  States.  It  will  not  be  denied  by  any 
Northern  politician  that  the  contagion  of  this  anti-union 
spirit  has  been  long  circulating  through  the  land,  tainting 
the  sources  of  national  honor,  and  corroding  the  vitals 
of  the  Constitution.  Among  a  portion  of  the  people  it 
has  produced  a  headlong  rage  for  every  species  of 
fanatical  excitement,  a  contempt  for  the  virtuous  sim¬ 
plicity  of  ancient  patriotism,  and  an  oblivion  of  the  most 
important  rights  guaranteed  to  the  States  by  the  Consti¬ 
tution.  In  such  a  state  of  things,  no  wise  politician  can 
fail  to  see  dangers  threatening  our  country.  Could 
such  disposition  long  subsist  in  a  confederation  of  States 
with  safety  to  their  perpetuity  and  freedom,  they  would 
form  the  first  exception  to  national  decay  under  the 
circumstances,  within  the  annals  of  history. 

It  is  true  that  we  may  boast  of  being  the  most  powerful 
nation  on  the  face  of  the  earth,  that  we  may  refer  with  pride 
to  our  commerce,  agriculture  and  population  increasing 
and  swelling  like  the  waves  of  the  sea  on  every  shore  o^ 
the  civilized  world.  And  were  we  not  acquainted  with 
the  mutability  of  human  affairs,  was  history  itself  any¬ 
thing  but  a  register  of  national  calamities,  of  empires 
and  republics  sunk  for  ever,  we  might  conclude  that  so 
stupendous  a  structure  as  our  government  was  secure, 
and  while  we  admire  the  beauty  of  the  work,  pronounce 
upon  the  eternity  of  the  pile.  But  alas,  there  are  the 
pages  of  history  standing  out  like  pillars  of  fire  on  the 
dark  back  ground  of  ruined  republics !  And  it  is  the 
grossest  folly  to  imagine  that  there  is  anything  in  the 
soil  or  climate  of  our  country  more  peculiarly  adapted 
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to  the  preservation  of  freedom  than  any  other.  Heaven 
has  not  distributed  its  blessings  with  so  sparing  and 
partial  a  hand.  The  noble  tree  of  Liberty  will  thrive 
in  every  portion  of  the  globe  where  its  roots  are  entered 
and  its  leaves  protected  ;  and  in  every  climate  will  it 
droop  and  wither  when  deserted  by  its  natural  defenders. 
If  we  cast  our  eyes  over  the  nations  of  Europe  which 
are  now  overwhelmed  with  the  most  unrelenting  des¬ 
potism,  we  shall  hardly  find  one  which  did  not  once  boast 
of  a  cmsliiution  and  freedom,  Spain  has  had  her  Cortes, 
France  her  revolutions  and  republics,  Germany  her 
independent  electors,  Sweden  and  Denmark  their 
Senates,  Bohemia,  Poland,  and  Hungarj%  their  elective 
franchise.  If  these  are  now  forgotten,  lost  and  swallowed 
up  in  the  vortex  of  sectional  strife  and  military  ambition, 
it  becomes  us  to  take  warning  by  their  fate,  and  steer 
the  public  vessel  far  from  a  shore  which  is  already 
covered  with  wrecks.  While  the  spirit  and  manners  of 
the  Roman  people  remained  entire,  while  union  and 
peace  reigned  in  all  parts  of  the  commonwealth,  neither 
the  invasion  of  Pyrrhus,  the  victories  of  Hannibal,  nor 
the  bloody  irruptions  of  the  Gauls,  were  able  to  shake  it 
on  its  firm  foundations ;  but  when  the  spirit  of  faction 
crept  in  ;  when  one  portion  plotted  against  the  other; 
when  fanaticism  and  ambition  depraved  the  common 
patriotism,  then  it  went  where  the  same  influences  have 
buried  so  many  States,  to  a  grave  from  which  there  is 
no  resurrection.  None  dare  say  that  that  Roman  Com¬ 
monwealth  was  not  reared  and  cemented  by  republican 
wisdom,  and  republican  valor;  and  yet  we  have  seen 
how  the  factious  spirit  of  ambition  first  tainted  the 
common  union,^  then  severed  one  part  from  another,  until 
the  mighty  fabric,  which  it  had  taken  the  labor  of  ages 
U>  rear,  fell  in  an  instant,  and  left  behind  no  traces  of 
its  former  greatness.  The  laws  that  govern  the  rise  and 
fall  of  States,  like  those  of  Nature,  are  immutable.  We 
can  claim  no  happy  exemption  for  our  country  from  the 
inevitable  effects  which  belong  to  given  causes.  There 
they  are  blaring  over  ruined  republics,  and  the  vvise 
patriot  will  not  fail  to  take  warning  in  time  to  avert  the 
terrible  doom  which  fanaticism  and  sectionalism  have 
visited  upon  every  experiment  of  popular  freedom. 
Those  men  in  our  midst  are  mad  who  habitually  assail 
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the  Constitution  ;  who  foment  jealousies  between  the 
North  and  South  ;  who  stir  up  the  fires  of  fanatical  pre¬ 
judices,  and  array  one  portion  of  the  Union  against  the 
other.  Unless  all  history  is  a  lie,  unless  the  laws  that 
guide  the  progress  of  States  belong  only  to  the  atheistio 
doctrines  of  chance^  these  men  are  mad  who  would 
sacrifice  their  country  upon  the  altar  of  their  own 
fanatical  prejudices  and  passions. 

And  sucli  are  the  leaders  of  the,  faction  which  is  striving 
to  place  Gen.  Scott  in  the  Presidential  chair.  He  is  their 
chosen  representative,  and  a  worthy  tool  of  their  schemes 
he  has  proved  himself  to  be.  In  all  the  stump  speeches 
which  he  has  delivered  in  his  recent  electioneering  tour,, 
he  has  never  once  alluded  to  the  sacredness  of  the  Ame¬ 
rican  Union,  never  once  admitted  himself  to  be  the  friend 
of  Constitutional  law,  or  the  defender  of  the  compromises 
which  have  been  found  wise  and  necessary  for  the  pro¬ 
tection  of  the  rights  of  States.  He  has  shunned  all  alia*- 
cion  to  these  subjects,  as  though  the  invisible  hand  of  W. 
H.  Seward  was  on  his  lips,  while  the  fires  of  his  anti- 
Union  fanaticism  were  smouldering  in  his  brain.  The  only 
thing  he  has  dared  to  open  his  lips  upon,  even  while 
electioneering  for  the  highest  civic  office  in  the  world,  is 
of  “  braves  and  battles,’’  except  in  Kentucky  he  ventured 
80  far  to  depart  from  the  instructions  of  Seward,  as  to 
compliment  them  by  informing  them  that  they  were 
“great  in  the  breed  of  cattle,  great  in  the  growth  of 
horses.” 

In  this  state  of  political  affairs  the  Democratic  party 
stands  the  sole  representative  of  American  patriotism,  the 
sole  guardian  of  national  honor.  It  is  the  only  organized 
resistance  to  the  encroaching  spirit  of  factionism  which 
threatens  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the  United  States 
— ^the  party  which  has  watched  over  the  growth  of  the 
young  Republic,  which  has  fought  against  the  centralizing 
power  of  Whiggery  for  the  enlargement  of  the  national 
borders,  and  for  the  common  triumphs  of  progressive 
freedom,  now  stands  the  sole  defender  of  the  “  glorious 
Union.”  The  Whig  party,  as  now  organized  under  the 
banner  of  Winfield  Scott,  Seward  and  Co.,  is  a  factious^ 
party,  and  therefore  an  anti-Union  party,  or,  to  say  the 
least,  an  2/n-national  party.  To  give  up  its  antagonism 
to  parties  oi'  the  Constitution,  to  abandon  its  spirit  of 
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defiance  and  quarrel  toward  portions  of  the  Union,  would 
be  to  disband  its  forces,  and  to  return  Scott,  Seward, 
Greeley,  Robinson,  Abby  Kelly,  and  a  hundred  other 
political  charlatans  to  the  unoffending  obscurity  of  private 
life. 

The  London  Times,  in  a  recent  article  on  the  destiny  of 
the  United  States,  said  : 

“  Hitherto,  by  an  unparalleled  destiny,  they  have 
absorbed  all  immigrants,  of  whatever  race,  without  any 
perceptible  modification  of  their  political  unity,  and  the 
desire  of  preserving  the  Confederation  entire  does  really 
appear  to  have  prevailed  for  the  time  over  all  other 
passions.  If  this  feeling  should  still  predominate,  it  is 
difficult  to  put  any  limits  to  the  possibilities  of  the  future.^'* 

It  is  a  great  truth.  But  how  long  would  that  ^^spirit  of 
unity, on  which  the  political  salvation  of  our  country 
rests,  last,  if  Seward,  Scott,  and  their  “  higher  law  ”  fa¬ 
natics  were  to  hold  the  reins  of  government  ?  What  are 
the  prospects  of  the  State  when  its  laws  are  administered 
by  men  who  openly  preach  insubordination  to  the  Con¬ 
stitution,  and  resistance  to  the  laws  to  be  a  duty  to  God? 
Let  Southern  politicians,  whether  Whig  or  Democrat, 
answer  this  question.  Let  Northern  merchants  answer 
it.  Let  the  friends  of  the  Union,  North  and  South, 
answer  it. 


THE  CRISIS— SHALL  SEWARDISM  RULE 
THE  COUNTRY? 

The  present  division  of  parties  commenced  at  the  close 
of  Washington’s  administration,  fifty-six  years  ago  next 
March.  For  about  seven-eighths  of  this  time,  the  country 
has  been  governed  by  the  Democratic  republican  party. 
During  this  long  period,  the  federal  Whigs  have  crept 
into  power  only  through  breaches  in  the  ranks  of  the 
Democracy.  They  have  been  permitted  to  rule  no  longer 
than  till  the  arrival  of  the  first  moment  when  public 
opinion  could  pass  in  judgment  upon  their  principles  and 
measures.  What  higher  evidence  can  be  given  that  the 
Democratic  party  is  the  party  of  the  American  people  ? 

Four  years  ago,  divisions  in  the  Democratic  forces, 
gave  the  States  of  New- York  and  Pennsylvania  to  Gen. 
Taylor.  With  the  vote  of  either,  Gen.  Cass  would  have 
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been  elected.  What  has  been  the  result  ?  Cringing 
imbecility  in  the  management  of  our  foreign  aflairs,  and 
fraud  and  corruption  at  the  seat  of  government,  have 
marked  the  rule  of  Taylor  and  Fillmore.  This  weak 
and  profligate  administration  expires  by  its  own  limita¬ 
tion  in  March.  But,  in  November — and  it  is  close  upon 
us — the  people  are  to  decide  whether  it  shall  be  succeeded 
by  another,  embodying  all  the  worst  elements  of  its  pre¬ 
decessor,  with  none  of  its  extenuating  qualities — an  ad¬ 
ministration  far  more  bold  and  unscrupulous  in  the  per¬ 
petration  of  evil,  and  much  less  inclined  to  consult  the 
internal  quiet  of  the  country,  and  which  will  substitute 
the  vanity  and  arrogance  of  Scott  for  the  simplicity  and 
modesty  of  Taylor,  and  the  tact,  recklessness  and  venality 
of  Seward  for  the  folly,  pusillanimity  and  decency  of 
Fillmore. 

What  are  some  of  the  policies  which  will  be  adopted 
or  attempted,  under  a  Scott-Seward  government  t 

1.  Official  corruption  and  public  plunder,  such  as  will 
'cause  even  the  Galphins  and  Gardiners,  the  Crawfords 
and  Corwins  to  blush,  will  reign  in  the  purlieus  of  the 
Capitol.  No  man  who  appreciates  the  cormorant  pro¬ 
pensities  of  the  speculators  and  peculators,  the  claimants 
and  jobbers,  that  throng  in  the  train  of  Seward,  Johnson, 
Ewing  &  Co.,  doubts  that,  whatever  else  may  fail  in  the 
Whig  programme,  this  will  be  accomplished. 

2.  The  embers  of  sectional  agitation  and  fanaticism 
will  be  rekindled  and  fanned  into  a  flame.  Seward 
nominated  Scott  for  this  very  purpose. 

3.  Native  Americanism  will  rear  its  bigoted  and  pro¬ 
scriptive  head  when  it  sees  its  early  patron  and  favorite 
in  the  chair  of  state.  And  if  his  oft  expressed  wishes 
prevail  with  Congress,  the  naturalization  laws  will  be 
totally  repealed,  or  the  period  of  residence  for  adopted 
citizens  before  naturalization  extended  to  twenty-one 
years;  while  none,  not  now  possessing  the  right,  will  be 
permitted  to  vote  till  they  have  served  a  year  in  the 
army  or  navy  in  time  of  war. 

4.  Following  out  the  resolution  of  the  Whig  National 
Convention  and  the  well  known  opinions  of  Scott,  all 
active  sympathy  with  the  struggles  of  the  oppressed  of 
other  lands  to  copy  our  example  in  achieving  their  inde¬ 
pendence,  will  be  discountenanced  and  suppressed.  The 
friends  of  liberal  institutions  in  Ireland,  Cuba,  Canada, 
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Hungary,  Germany  and  Italy  will  listen  in  vain  for  word* 
of  good  cheer  from  the  government  of  the  Great  Republic 
of  the  West,  if  it  is  ruled  by  Whig  policy  and  Wki:; 
officials. 

5.  All  the  schemes  for  subjecting  the  rights  of  labor  to 
the  demands  of  capital,  taxing  the  many  for  the  beneEt 
of  the  few,  and  elevatjng  money  above  men,  which 
Jackson,  Van  Buren  and  Polk  exploded,  will  be  revived. 
In  the  words  of  Scott,  “  a  fiscal  corporation,  in  the  nature 
of  a  Bank  of  the  United  States,”  a  high  protective  tariffi 
the  distribution  of  the  proceeds  of  land-sales  among  the 
states,  and  a  log-rolling  and  treasury-robbing  system  of 
expenditures  in  the  states,  under  the  guise  of  “  river  and, 
harbor  improvements,”  will  be  pressed  upon  Congress^ 
and,  if  possible,  engrafted  into  the  legislation  of  the 
country. 

G.  The  whole  power  and  patronage  of  the  adminlstra^ 
tion  will  be  so  directed  as  to  secure  the  reversion  of  the 
Presidency  to  William  H.  Seward,  who  will  be  its  chief 
director  while  it  lives,  and  its  sole  legatee  when  it  expire^. 

These  are  the  issues  to  be  decided  in  the  pending 
contest.  Should  not  the  crisis  stimulate  the  friends  of 
official  purit3%  economical  government,  domestic  concord, 
political  toleration,  free  institutions,  progressive  reforsTi, 
and  Democratic  supremacy,  to  put  forth  unprecedented 
exertions  to  avert  so  great  a  calamity  to  the  country  as 
the  elevation  of  Winfield  Scott  to  the  Presidency,  and  the 
transfer  of  Sewardism  from  the  narrow  field  of  Aibam 
to  the  broad  theatre  of  the  Union  ?  What  say  the  Demo¬ 
crats  of  stable  and  industrious  New  England,  of  the  great 
and  controlling  Middle  States,  of  the  liberal  and  growing 
West,  of  the  chivalrous  and  enthusiastic  South?  The 
day  of  trial  approaches.  Prepare  to  meet  it  I 


To  Corresponding  Secretaries  and  Snbscri&ers« 

You  are  pariiovUarly  requested  to  give  u>s  infor¬ 
mation  of  every , organisation  in  yenvr  section^  flu- 
names  of  its  oficei\s^  the  Mnd  of  organisatiem,  'loMch 
eodsts^  the  result  of  any  and  every  canvass  which  has 
heen  or  mag  he  made^  and  the  changes  which,  ham 
oceu/rred.  Your  early  compliance  tviih  this  requ&^ 
Hoill  confer  a  special  favor  on  the  Jefferson  Uniem. 
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